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U.S. BILLIONS SPUR HWOOD 





Outside of the Hotels, 6.0.P. a Red 


Elephant for 


Philadelphia, July 2. 
The Republican National Conven- 
tion, that was expected to bring a 





$1,000,000 bonanza to the Philly 
amusement industry, laid a huge egg 


as far as the theatre and night spots 
are concerned. 

Whether the estimated 50,000 out- 
their 
too 

to 


visitors were nursing 
nickels, or whether they 
busy with Convention activities 
take in any of the gay spots, the 
happy tunes that were played on 


‘ash registers during the Democratic 


of-town 
were 


Convention of four years ago were 
not repeated last week 
In fact even business from their 
regular patrous dropped off, theatre 
men reported, because many Phila- 
jielphians went to Convention Hall 
to watch the sessions, and thousands 
itched the Mummers parade and 
the huge pageant on the Schuylkill 
River that were put on by the city 
to entertain the visitors The two 
events were reported to have at- 
tracted crowds of 500,000 each 
To add to the woes of nitery men, 
the Convention was in session every 
night until late, with each meeting 
(Continued on page 45) 


(. B. Cochran Regrets 
Bway and Piccadilly 
Asunder Due to War 


Sunnydale, Surry, Eng 
Editor, Vartery 
[t's useless to tell you anything 
about the war because long before 
this can reach you the radio and the 


newspapers will give you all the 
information fevertheless from let- 
ters I've seen from New York 
there’s an exaggerated idea about 
the privations of civilians It is true 
certain things are rationed but 
there’s no perceptible difference in 
(Continued on page 34) 


“Who, Me?’ Cesite Star 
Billing for $15 in B’klyn 





| Cuffo Pix With Meals 


Toledo, July 2. 
Local sandwich shop (Tick-Tock 
Milk Bar), on the same block as the 


| : : 
Pantheon theatre, is advertising sum- 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


mer bargains in meals which include | 


a free ticket for the Pantheon 

For 58c the patron gets an evening 
dinner and the free ticket, and after 
8 p.m., for 29c, the patron gets a 
sandwich and beverage and free 
ticket. The oakh 
except Sunday. 


N.Y. PIX EXECS 
RULE GUT ALL 


AR THEMES — 


War pictures dealing directly with 
any phase of the present European 
var are definitely taboo with New 
York home offices Executives be- 

| lieve audiences are surfeited with 
var films and producers on the Coast 
have been advised that the present 


Vaudeville has sunk to such lows 


that 


1t run-of-the-mill are now 
being 


: heralded as ‘guest stars’ in 
49€W Ss metropolitan New York nabes 


acts 


playing stage shows only one night 
a week, 
Last Wednesday night, a two-act 


(not named for obvi 
designated such 
Loew's Premier, 
knownst to them. 


ous reasons) was 
prominence at 
Brooklyn, 
' They were stand- 
in the wings listening to the 
S90 into a terrific puff of the 
Buest stars’ and, when he finished, 
they looked around for the *‘person- 
ality.’ There was a _ considerable 
Stage wait before they realized that 
they were it. 

The billing was fl 
the salary —around 
team, 


ing 
m.¢, 


attering. but 


$15 


not 


for the 


| 


streamlined warfare will nullify any 
specific angle incorporated in a pro- 
presently in work Excep- 
to this attitude 
essing American 
for military 


luction 
are 
pre- 


de- 


tion, of 
productions 
paredness or 
fense, 


COU! se. 
sti 
need 


Attempts to deal with the present 
European conflict while still in 
progress, have proved costly. Sev- 


eral studios presently have such pro- 


ductions in work and these have 
necessitated story and title shifts 
and other revamps, so that the fin 
ished vehicle will not be out of line 
with actual cond abroad An 
other thing which has persuaded 
executives to ditch wa films i 
ywing belief in some quarte tha 
the war may be over before many 
uch productions can be released 
Suggested change 1y from wal 
themes have been made not only 
because so many Subjects dealing 
(Continued on page 34) 
_ AS WAR BUFFETS RADIO 
London, July 2 


unbe- | 


commercial 
into their 


Films 
advertising 


media for 
are coming 


as 


own. Foreign radio be:ng no longer 
available for commercial exploita- | 
tion, due to the war, this form of 


advertising is taking its place. 
Formerly, picture circuits were not 


| desirous of this form of advertising, 


i 


claiming their patrons objected, but 
with business off, theatre owners are 


(Continued on page 37) 
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ELM oT UDIG3 


Philly Show Business PRODUCTION PUSH 





After Winter-Spring Curtail- 
ments, Film Production 
Being Speeded Under En- 
coura gement of Anti-Trust’ 
Settlement — Prospect of 
Giant Shipping and Indus- 
trial Program for Army, 
Navy and Air Force Gives 
8.0. Optimistic Note 


SHOOTING SKEDS UPPED 


Reacting to 


ings—the pl 


lecree of U. &. \ 
ernment anti-trust sult agains 

ind the flow 
appropriate by 
ynal defense 


15) 


settlement the ;OV- 
the 
major film ¢ 
of on 

t 


Congress f 


G 
t 

ompanies, 
x i 


billions, 


thy 
ine 


yr nati 


1 on 


‘ontinue > 


pag 


‘Daughter of Regiment, 
Old Time Opera, Met’s 
Revival for Lily Pons 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. will 


revive Donizetti's comic two-act 
opera, ‘Daughter of the Regiment,’ 


for Lily Pons this fall. News of the 
revival has been kept a closely 
guarded secret, as the Met had hoped 
to spring the revival as a surprise. 
The opera was written in 1840 and 
served a starrer for such per- 
sonalities as Jenny Lind and Adelina 
Patti 19th century 


‘PM.’ SONG TICKLES 
RALPH INGERSOLL 


Qs 


+} 
ine 


ith 








| 


| Islands’ Musical “Axis’ . 





| America’s own island 
the 


music 


bacardi isle, 


is 


vogues. From 
congarhumba 


long standard, is increasingly popu- 


‘axis,’ Cuba 
and Hawaii, today rate tops in nitery 
the 
sweeping the 
land, and the Hawaiian music vogue, | 


7 
| 


? Lunt-Fontanne to Make Democracy 
~ Plea on Air; Patriotic Shows to Tour 





Alfred J.cnt and Lynn Fontanne, 
who broke a rule of long standing 


| to make their 
| 





radio debut about a 
month ago on a Red Cross benefit 
| broadcast, are considering a number 
of commercial radio dates Theirc 
purpose would be to obtain a na- 
tionai audience for Robert E. Sher- 


lar : | wood’s anti-Nazi drama, ‘There Shall! 

Its g ner al effect on music, cafe | Be No Night,’ from which they 
decor, nitery modes and manners are} would broadcast adapted excerpts. 
such that, if the rest of the world |They did a bit from the play on a 
were reasonably normal, it would recent Red Cross program and are 
undoubtedly sweep beyohd U. S > 


borders 


CLEANEST OF 
AMUSEMENTS 


convention in 1942 During dcbate, 


‘Gang Busters’ was criticized as one 
of air ‘crime’ programs which had a 
| harmful effect However, neithe 
this nor any other broadcasting fea- 
ture wa I med in resolution 
A, ] adi cleric i ] ! ] ) mn 
tio ju ) 1 abou ] 
tio } 1 radio ha 1intal j 
2 ¢CO ) l l t >|’ i 
R I Inge If. pub her f PM ala el nd i 
4 N Y . . j t! i ol n I Alnor nt ] Led 
i ‘ ; ALLY Vas » pleas . 
. ‘ H 1id Vv that 1 is be- 
» tl iea oO 2 pop mo, tit | 
) P.M.’, na ) "In pl | by . , Pas 10 don . y 
OTA ) ) com \ > ) 
aD | ; paying th r j ‘ 

’ im t } *n ) ira 10 
ongsmiths led Mossman and ., , ‘ 
gai 2 ss e } b I athe 

Gladys Shelley, a supplementary ° ey “~glica — 
“1 no AI mit tet 1aded 
royalty. Chappell publishes. ——— 
The PM song adds to the sundry 
titles like ‘Life Goes to a Party,’ 
‘College Humor’ an others ‘in- 
Colleg oi and ' 
spired’ by periodicals Even Va-} 
RIEYTY has had a couple—‘Variety 


Stomp’ aid ‘Variety Is the Spice of 


Life’ (both Robbins Music)—dedi- 

cated to it. 

Grant’s 1506 to Red Cross 
H erin July 2 


Cary Grant is turning over to the 
Red Cross and British Relief around | 
$150,000 he receives from Metro for 
co-starring with Katharine Hepburn 
in ‘Philadelphia Story.’ 

U. S. Treasury Department 
‘kkayed the charity arrangement 


has 


y 


cording 


WARNS AGAINST NAZI 
GRIP ON S.A. FILMS 


Hollywood, July 2. 


4 


Germany threatens to monopolize 
; I 


the South American picture market 
4S SOON as peace is declared, ac- 


Dr. Manuel A. 
governor of the Province of Buenos 
Aires, here on a visit to the studios. 

Unless the U. S. makes reciprocal 


to Fresco, 


trade agreements with its southern 
neighbors, he asserted, there will be 
a genel il jum in , yf German x00dSs 


SONLINeUE 


Hollywood, Ju.y 2. | | 
Oo two major happen- 
ybability of a consent ‘ ' 


a 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 2 
Atlantic District convention of the 
Missouri Lutheran Synod, meeting | 
it Zion Church, Schenectady. after 
liscussing radio, motion pictures, 
comic strips, magazines and othe 
media, voted for appointment of 
;}commitiee to make a _ thor ugh, | 
analytical study of the problem. Its | 
report will be submitted at triennial 


| 


| tended training periods 
| full of technicians subject to call for 


currently appearing in the original 
stage production at the Alvin, N.Y 
With author Sherwood, the Lunts 


are anxious to spread the play’s 
message to as wide an audience as 
possible and, for that reason, plan 
to take it on tour in the fall, re- 
gardless of how business holds up 
in New York. With the same idea, 
Sherwood has given them the right 
» do the drama on the air, and they 


have already contacted the networks 


md agencies Several dates have 
been suggested and they are now 
mulling propositiens 
FE Intention apparently is to do the 
| Sherwood material m as many 
(Continued on page 45) 


Film Prod. Crippled 
| If Technicians Called 
For Military Training 


Hollywood, July 2 
Film producers are jittery about 
| the possibility of general summonses 


|to Army reserves for ex- 


Studios 


and Navy 
are 


military duty, particularly in the 
| sound recording departments, where 
85 of the personnel hold reserve 
ImMMissior 
() le! for lor sel ice would 


cripple studio production 


Nazi-Al'ied Amusements 
Woo Bulgarian Favor 


2 


Because Bulgaria is a neutral na- 


Sofia, July 


tion, which both sides have sought 
to sign on the dotted line, it’s been 
treated to a lot of amusement which 
appears on the propaganda budgets 
xf the warring countries. 

The Berlin Philharmonic Orches- 


tra has given several concerts, while 


the French retaliated with a troupe 
from the Opera Comique. It is re- 
ported that the Bulgars were riled 
at being sent ‘worn-out’ French 


stars; so, the Nazis won that round. 

Latest epidemic has been propa- 
ganda films, the Nazis scaring the 
little nation with a version of Polish 


atrocities while the Allies sought to 
reassure natives with films on the 
might of tneir forces 
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ts of Folks Say They Know Willkie, 


And the Chances Are They Really Do 


+ 


Following the action of the Repub- | 
Jican convention in nominating Wen- | 
dell L. Willkie for president there 
has been a boom in the I-Told-You- 
So Club areund New York City radio 
and advertising circles. Although the 
]-helped-him claims are phoney in 
rome cases, it does happen that quite 
» few personages in broadcasting and 
iis environs have been close to Will- | 
kie herefofore and have contributed | 
ic his amazing skyrocketing to emi- | 
nence. } 

Willkie owes a good deal, it is con- 
ceded, to the NBC program, “Town 
Hal) of the Air. That would include | 
John Royal and George ¥. Denny. | 
This was one of the first sounding | 
boards through which on several oc- | 
casions the utilities exec came to na- | 
tional attention. It helped, too, for 
Willkie to appear on Canada Dry’s 
‘Information, Please’ program, an in- 
vitation he accepted while Tom 
Dewey and Senator Taft sidestepped 
similar bids out of fear of the pos- 
sible recoil of making a poor impres- 
sion on the public. 

Chet LaRoche, of Young & Rubi- 
cam, is also reported to have been | 
close to the nominee, while Bruce 
Barton, of B.B.D. & O.. was so close 
he seconded the nomination on the | 
floor of the convention. Publisher 

(Continued on page 10) 





Jessica Tandy Left Eng. 
To Bring Her 5-Year-Old | 
Daughter to U.S. Safety 


Nazi invasion of Low Countries 
has just ebout finished London legit, 
nccording to Jessica Tandy, British 
actress, who arrived in New York 
Monday (1). She said only four legit 
productions were struggling along in 
the West End, trying to compete 
with news broadcasts for dramatic 
power and audience pull. 

‘People can’t tear themselves away 
from their radio to go to the theatre 
when events are happening which 
might change the course of their 
whole lives,’ she said. ‘Then, too, 
few people in England nowadays 
have money enough to afford the 
price of legit tickets, when they have 
no idea of what their economic fu- 
dure will be like.’ 

Miss Tandy left John Gielgud’s 
“King Lear’ production to bring her 


five-year-old daughter to America 
safely. Company included’ Fay 
Compton, Cathleen Nesbitt, Lewis 
Casson, Nicolas Hannren, Stephen 
Hageard and Jack Hawki Miss 
Tandy’s husband. Latter has left 
show to enlist in the army. Harley 
Granville-Barker came from Faris 


retirement to direct the production, 


which is still running at the Old Vic 

Show did exceedingly well until 
siurt of blitz, she said. ‘It takes a 
iragedy like ‘King Lear’ to make 


people forget the real tragedy that’s 


happening all around them. In times 
like these the theatregoer needs 
something to sink his teeth into,’ the 
actress declared. She's here to do a 


show in the fall, probably for Rich- 
ard Madden. 


2 Actors Volunteer 
To Pitot Ambulances 


Ogunquit, Me., Ju 
Rauber and _  Bori 
legit ve 
for s ambulance 
and iting pas 
York to England 
learned here last 
week Walter Hartwig, director 
of the Ogunquit playhouse, sought 
them for parts in his production this 
week of ‘The Guardsman.’ Both re- 
plied they be unable ac- 
cept the engagement, being subject 
to immediate sailing. 

Both actors were members of the 
Ogunquit company during previous 
seasons, 


Richard 
Vadetski 
ieered 


actors, hav volun 
Tvice as 
are 

New 
were 


arivers NOW aw: 
sage from 
Their plans 


when 


would to 


Fanner for WN. Y. Fair? 


Sally Rand, who was the No. 1 
midway attraction of Chicago fair 
and who ran a Nude Ranch at San | 
Francisco Jast season, looms as a late 
entry for the N. Y. Fair despite op- 
position by Mayor F. H. LaGuardia. 

N. Y. chief executive has steadfast- 
ly refused to retreat from this stand. | 


a 


2-2 





Maybe a Cookie 


Tony Tuttle, six-year-old son 


of Day Tuttle, co-operator with 
Richard Skinner of the West- 
chester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 


N. Y.,. made his stage debut this 
week in “Topaze.’ But these are 
tough times even for the mop- 
pets, the youngster learned 
over the weekend. 

Feeling pretty important the 
kid was discussing salary mat- 
ters with Skinner. ‘Some child 
actors are paid preity high, 
aren't they?’ he observed. ‘I 
wonder how much I'll get for 
acting. His twin-sister Molly, 
being a girl, was realistic. She 
answered, “Your daddy runs the 
theatre: you aren't supposed to 
get anything.’ 


ROBBINS PUBLISHING 


as 








‘ODE TO GERSHWIN’ 


Forthcoming ‘Ode to Gershwin,’ 
which Ted Mossman compevsed for 
Robbins Music publication, is a tone- 
poem dr, i. ‘ing Gershwin’s Me span, 


with ny wise medleying any 
of the compeser’s music. The 
family okayed the use of the Gersh- 
win tag. 
| Because all the Gershwin brothers 
—there are three now, with Arthur, 


the youngest, 
have been so closedly associated with 


Max Dreyfus (Chappell), the latter | 


was surprised at Mossman giving the 


also writing tunes— | 





| JIMMY HADREAS 


, Opening at the Roxy theatre, 
July 4th. 
; Just finished thirty weeks George 
' Black's “Little Dog Laughed,” at the 
| Palladium, London. “Have starred 
| two turns specially . One, the 
| dancing of Jimmy Hadreas, which 
is as good as you can hope 
‘find. Any step from any land is 
within his compass . . . magnificent,” 
savs “Punch.” 
Dir.: Sam Rauch. Jesse Kaye 








TO TOUR FOR 
CROSS 


Hollywood, July 2. 


All of the motion 


picture 


departments 
industry. 


ducers, guilds and unions, are work- 


‘Ode’ to a competitive firm. Jack | 
Robbins says, ‘That's the nearest I')J 
ever get to anything by George 
Gershwin.’ 

Duke Ellington has recorded ‘A 
Portrait of Bert Williams’ and ‘Bo- 
jangles’ (honoring the coniempora- 
neous Bill Robinson) as his musical 


salutes to two colored show- 


folk. 


great 


Drops Niemoeller Film 
Due to Montgomery Exit 
London, June 18. 
With the opening at the Carlton 
of ‘P: Hall’ comes the announce- 


ment that Robert Montgomery’s next 
scheduled picture Metro-Brit- 


Stor 


fry 
iO] 


ish has been abandoned. Called ‘I 
Had a Comrade.’ it was to be based, 
as was ‘Pastor Hall,’ on the career 
of Pastor Niemoeller. 

Reason given for the shelving of 
the film is the joining up by Mont- 
gomery as an ambulance driver in 
France and his subsequent return to 


the U. S. 


ing together in a nationwide cam- 
paign to raise $506,000 for the Red 
Cross. At a get-together meeting 
it was decidec to unite all war re- 
lief activities under one committee, 
headed by Samuel Goldwyn 

Chief source of revenue, as out- 
lined by Kenneth Thomson, execu- 
tive secretary of the Screen Actors 
Guild, will consist of two or more 
Red Cross benefit roadshows com- 


posed of Hollywood's top perform- 
ers List expected to include 
Charles Chaplin, Eddie Cantor, 
Crawford, E¢cward G Robinson, 
Adolphe Menjou. Joan Bennett and 


is 


Joan 








HWOOD NAMES 





i 
| 
} 


| 


to | 


Church Beef Shifts Canada’s $1,000,000 
War Relief Benefit to Monday (15) 





Gag Goes Serious | 


Miami, July 2. 


Practical joke which  back- 
fired will result in appearance 
of Irene Rich at gigantic Red 


Cross benefit here July 5. 
During a recent airing Miss 
Rich offered to fly to any city 
and pick up in person donations 
of $500 or more for Red Cross 
war fund. Local prankster dis- 
patched wire to Miss Rich of- 
fering, $5,000 in name of Alex- 
ander Orr, mayor of Miami. 
First knowledge of author was 
made public when Miss Rich 
contacted Orr by phone. Rather 
than welsh on. offer, mayor 
okayed an Irene Rich party and 
vaude show in Orange Bowl, en- 
tire proceeds going to Red Cross. 








‘WB’S BILL MARSHALL 





== 


DIVORCED IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, July 2. 
Bill Marshall, maestro, now play- 
ing feature part of a Fourth Horse- 
man in Warners’ ‘Knute Rockne’! 
flicker, was unhorsed in local di- | 


voree courts recently by Beverly | 
Bruce Marshall, local heiress and | 
Little Theatre star. Gal, seen on} 


staj:< here in ‘Stage Door’ and ‘Arms | 
and the Man,’ was given back her} 
maiden name with absolute decree | 
on grounds of abandonment and 


; non-support, 


} 
} 


other names. Dozens of players 
have signed pledges to join the road 
units, with the understanding that 
nobody will collect anything more 
than transportation and living ex- | 
penses, 

The committee, appointed by 
i (Continued on page 10) 


olonna Does a Rochester’; Airport 
Bunch in N.Y. Curious About Comic 


Just as ‘Rochester’ has stolen 
loud clap of Benny’s thunder, so has 
Jerry Colonna moved in Bob 
Hope. It was demonstrated at the 
LaGuardia Airport iN. Y.) Thurs- 
day. Greatest curiosity among the 
Jads behind the well 
visiting celeb-chasers was about 
Colonna n che. A de 


sleuthing on his 


» 


on 


counters as as 


the 
+ 45 
tective, 


ousté cily 


own Initiative, 
a report that the mas: 


svnthetic 


ve 
phoney. Hope 
and Colonna and their wives were en 
Boston, where the act is 

week at the Metropoli 


route to 


booked far 


tan. Just before the party boarded 
their American plane some wag ata 
mike falsettoed *Who’s Yehudi?’ and 
the query exploded out of the 64 


loudspeakers all over the place. 
Expose 
David Selznick 


Reason alway: 


travels TWA is that he prefers the | 


mid-continent, speedy route, he'll say 
when asked. Real reason, according 
to flyers, is that he has never for- 
gotten the way Leland Hayward, 
TWA director, and Jack Zimmerman, 


chief pilot of the line, raced some 


oe 


VERNEUIL CLIPPERS INTO 
N. ¥.; PLAY DEALS NEAR 


Louis Verneus) 





French playwright, 


are 


clippers in from Europe today (Wed- 
nesdav) with his wife and will be 
met by Irvin Marks, his Paris repre- 
sentative, who also evacuated from 
France some weeks ag Marks has 
several play deals on tap for Ver- 
neull, including one with the Shu- |} 
beris 

Verneuil is an actor-manager- 


playwright who wrote Sarah Bern- 
hardt’s last two plays and who mar- 


ried Lysiane Bernhardt, her daugh- 


badly needed serum from New York | 


to the Coast when the producer was 
seriously ill a couple of years 
It was past midnight when 

York got the hurry call from 
Selznick sickbed. Zimmerman got 


ago. 


New 


out of bed and grabbed the controls | 


of the 21l-passenger transport plane 


the | 


jter. They were divorced, the pres- 
ent Mrs. Verneuil being a second 
wife. Mile. Bernharat, incidentally, 
is also due in America in a month 
or so. 
SAILINGS 
July 13 «(New York to Rio de Ja- 


neiro) S. E. Pierpont ¢Brazil). 


neiro) Carmen Miranda, Gaudsmith 
brothers, Stump and Stumpy, 
Angelo & Porter (Argentina). 


| June 27 ‘(Los Angeles to Mel- 








De- | 


; most of them by her pianist 


‘of Seville’ 


: > ‘. | 'e < ) -_ 
June 28 ‘New York to Rio de Ja- Angelo and Porter. 


| 
| 


{ 
} 


Marshall took over Frank Dailey 
‘Stop-and-Go’ band and is now suing 
Dailey for $80,000 in mixup over 


executives, pro- | bookings at the Meadowbrook, Cedar 
| Grove, 


N. J. Has about finished 
work in ‘Knute Rockne’ and assigned 
to ‘Flowing Gold’ and ‘Money 
the Woman’ as next two Warner pix. 


and 


Mrs. Emlyn Williams And 
Two Children in Canada 


Mrs. Emlyn Williams, wife of the 


London actor, and their two chil- 
dren, are on their way to Canada 
and are expected to make theit 
home in the U. S. for the duration 
of the war. 

No word has been received of 
their whereabouts for the last few 
days, but they're due to land at 
Montreal some time last week. 


PAUL GREGORY’S FUTURE 


Met Opera Said to See Big One For 
Baritone-Turned-Tenor 


Decca and Victor have been Busy 
of late recording classic and semi- 
classic selections for fall release 
Among the recordings made by 
Decca is an album of three records 
by Florence George (Mrs. Everett 
Crosby), Paul Gregory, baritone. and 
Frank Forrest tenor, of songs from 
‘The New Moan.’ The album con- 
tains all the important solos and 
duets accompanied by Harry Sos- 


nik’s orchestra. 
Miss George is studying voice with 


Florence Easton, former 


Met so- 
prano, and besides a possible musi- 
cal on Broadway in the fall, hopes 


to make the grade 


at the Met. Greg- 


ory, who has been singing as a bari- 
tone for five years in Italy has be- 
come a tenor, and Met officials are 


reported enthusiastic over 
He g to acquire a 
repertoire, and be the big 
p! the Met management il 
at the public this fall. 

Other 


nis 


VOICE 
endeavorin 


may b Sur- 


ise Willi toss 
made 

concert 
Cintoc” 24 

GiaaysS Owarthout, accompanied 


recordings by Victor 
by 
in 
. ‘Lester 
‘Barber 
by Lily 


an album of songs 


Hodges, and duet from the 
and ‘Rigoletto’ 
Pons and Giuseppe De Luca. 





‘SOUSE AMERICAN WAY’ 
Carmen Miranda headed a group | 
of show people sailing for vari 
South American bookings. She'll 
back on Broadway in the fall. 
Others sailing included Gaudsmith 
Bros., Stump and Stumpy De 


us 


be 


and 


ARRIVALS 


Mrs. 


Jessica Tandy, Alexander | 


that had aboard only a tiny box of! bourne) Kenny Brennan, Ade Duval ; Korda, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Verneuil, 
(Continued on page 31 /& Co., Germain end Joe (Monterey). | Lady Mend] ‘(Elsie de Wolfe). | 
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in city rooms and news se 
' 


a 


Toronto, July 2 
Uproar raised by the Lord’s Day 
Alliance over the film industry's pre- 
posed plan to raise $1,000,00¢ 


OVer- 
night for the Dominion’s war eff; rt 
caused a temporary halt to the 


| splendid gesture of the industry, ryt 


the matter has been presumabiv 
ironed out to the satisfaction of blue. 
noses and patriots alike. 

Plan was to run a benefit perform- 
ance in every theatre across Canada 
on Sunday night, July 14, with the 
Hollywood producers, through their 
Canadian distributors, supplying fea- 
ture films and pre-releases gratis, 
Hollywood stars making persona) ap- 


| pearances at key theatres, and every- 


one in theatre personnel 
their services. 

George G. Webber, general] secre- 
tary of the Lord’s Day Alliance, pub- 
licly charged that such a means of 
raising funds for any purpose was 3]- 
legal and in contravention te the 
Lord’s Day Act of Canada, with the 
exception of Quebec which is exempt 
from this Federal provision. FPres- 
ence of Webber with his prepared 
statement met with a cold reception 
vices here, 
(Continued on page 36) 


donating 


a 


Lili Chatain Is House 
Guest-Convalescent Of 


Arthur Loew on Long !s. 


Lili Chatain, well known te many 
U. S. film men in Paris, who was the 
victim of a peculiar plane accident 
some eight months ago, is still con- 


valescing at Arthur Loew's Glen 
Cove (L. 1.) home. This didn't come 
out until the recent influx of P: . 
ians to N. Y., evacuated bv the war, 
started inquiring about Chatain, 
whose firm, Avenir Publicity. was « 
prominent Fretich ad-pub firm 

He is a pal of Loew's and Laudy 
Lawrence, the Metro rep in Francs 
among others. It was while f' un; 
west with Loew that an unusual 


altitude caused something to snap in 


Chatain’s system which created his 
physical debility He was rushed 
to Santa Monica (Cal.) hospital ane 
latterly has been Loew’s houce 
guest, under expert medical aiten- 
tion 

FPeculiarity of Chatain’s accicent 
is that he was himself an aviator in 
the World War, which presumably 
had weakened him to the exten: 
that this commercial fivying mishay 
created graver complications thar 


would normally befall one 


Packaging ‘Lochinvar’ Pix 


Hollywood, Jul 


New package deal arranged by é 
Feldman-Blum agency offers ® s¢ 
ries of “Tenth Avenue Lochinvar’ 
stories starring Billy Haloy Lead- 
ing boy character in the varns is 
Baggsy O'Day, a big-city replice of 
Andy Hardy. 

Charles R. Marion. author cf the 
iales, goe along with the ce: 
screen writer, 


N. , A to he - 


Pat Casey. 


Hoyt Haddock 
Moss Hart. 

George S. Kaufman 
Patsy Kelly 
Lowland Leigh. 
Ben Lerner. 

Irving Mansfield. 


Joseph Moskowitz. 
Susann 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Al Alleborn. 
Norman Alley. 
Walter Batchelor. 
Edgar Bergen. 
Ralph Blum. 
Dorris Day. 
Monroe Greer ‘al. 
Leland Hayward. 
Ed Helwick. 
Morris Helprin. 
Alfred Hitchcock. 
Maury Holland. 
Eric Linden. 
Pare Lorentz. 
Dick Mack. 
Haven MacQuarrie. 
Carmel Myers. 
Otte Preminger. 
M. J. Siegel 
Anna Sten. 

John Swope. 


Jacqueline 


Peter Van Sieeden 
Harry Von Zell. 
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Biz Office Kayoes Pittsburgh Critics 
ircle: Newsweek's 0 Hara on Pix 





Pittsburgh, July 2. 
Born: Pittsburgh Movie Critics 
Circle on June 24, 
Died: June 26. 


It was this way. At WB, Joe Feld- | 


a 


man and Jimmy Totman, who think | 


up ways to sell pictures for the Fenn 
and the Stanley theatres, had a bril- 


liant idea one afternoon about 10 
days ago. They had coming to the 
two theatres, respectively, ‘Our 
Town’ and ‘Susan and God,’ both 


stage hits which had played Pitts- 
purgh with the original Broadway 
casts and both considered class offer- 
ngs. 

' So Feldman and Totman ap- 
proached the town’s five critics, Karl 
Krug and Bill Lewis, of the Sun- 
Tele: Kap Monahan and Dick For- 
tune, of the Press, and Harold W. 
Cohen, of the Post-Gazette, 
plan. 
ested in the better things in the en- 
tertainment industry and wouldn't | 


they be willing to lend their names | 


(Continued on page 19) 


AINLEY IN MIDDLE OF 
MG-WB-SHUBERT TIFF 











Gracie Drops Out 
Hollywood, July 

Gracie Allen has called off her 
president gag, leaving a clear 
field to Willkie and McNary. 
‘I've had my fun,’ said Gracie, 
‘so now I'll leave politics to the 
politicos.’ 

She has pledged to the Red 
Cross full proceeds from the 
sale of her book, ‘How to Be- 
come President.’ 


” 


<=. 








Rogers Balks at Pickfair 


with a | 
After all, weren't they inter- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
F 


Suit involving the rights to the 
sorv.ces of Richard Ainley, actor was |} 
filed Monday (1) in N. Y. supreme 
court by Select Theatres Corp. (Shu- 
berts) against Ainley and Warner 
Bros. Pictures, Inc., charging breach 
of contract. Action seeks damages 


of $100,000 from the film company. 


Shubert firm asserts it signed a 
contract’ with Ainley July 22, 1939, 
for one year from Oct. 1, 1939, to 
Sept. 30, 1940, with options for four 


years at $300 weekly. The contract 


guaranteed Ainley 25 weeks empioy- | 


ment yearly. On June 8, 1940, the 
option was picked up, after the ac- 
tor had appeared in two plays, ‘For- 
eigners’ and ‘Easy Virtue.’ Shuberts 
then started negatiations with Metro 
for Ainley’s employment, and set up 


a deal for the actor to receive $1,000 
weekly with a guarantee of 40 
weeks’ employment for a year and 
options for three years at tilts in sal- 
ary from $1,250 to $2,500 weekly. 

It is claimed that Warners, havin 
full knowledge of the facts, stepped 
in and signed Ainley for a year at 
$600 for the first 26 weeks and $650 
for the last 26. Ainley was due to 
begin his Warners contract June 1. 
An injunction to prevent WB from 
carrying out their deal, and $100,000 


damages are sought. The complaint 
declares that Metro notified it that 
unless the controversy is straight- 


ened out, it will be forced toc ancel 
the proposed contract for Ainley’: 
Bervices 





Jessel Dialogist On 
‘Road Show’ for Roach 


Hollywood, July 2 


George Jessel is writing dialog for 
the Hal Roach picture, ‘Road Show,’ 
and may remain on the lot as dialog 
director. 

Roa personally handl the 
production, 

Patsy Kelly West 

Patsy Kelly, who has been east 
Since last August on the radio, 
planes to the Coast tomorrow 


(Thurs.) to appear in ‘Road Show’ 
which Hal Roach is producing. The 
Charioteers from the ‘Helzapoppin’ 
show, who also are to appear in the 
Picture, left yesterday (Tues.). 


Rodgers, Hart Filmusical 


Hollywood, July 2. 
Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, 
Broadway tunesmiths, are due to re- 
port at RKO July 15 





to write mu- 
Sical numbers for ‘They Met in Ar- 


entine,’ co- starring Maureen O'Hara 
and Alberto Vila. 

Lou Brock is producer, 
Pervis of Lee Marcus. 


under su- 


ion 


For Summer; His Band 
Continues 6 More Weeks 


Memphis, July 2. 

Cancelling two-weecks’ notice pre- 
viously given members of his band, 
at behest of Mary Pickford, Buddy 
Rogers has elected to continue with 
his orchestra another six weeks. Ac- 
tress’ arrival for visit with Buddy, 
here on location at Peabody Hotel, | 
was signal for issuing notice at) 
band would break up at end of en- 
gagement, Miss Pickford being anxi- 
ous to have husband-maestro return | 
to Hollywood with her for summer. 
Reported she wishes to reopen Pick- 


+ 


ONLY FILM Co 





Nal obAGON 


Picture Producers Have 


Schedule Lined Up AIl- 


ready — Its Size Will De-| 


pend on Developments | 
EARLY START | 

ss | 

Warner Bros., which was the only | 

i film company active in legit pro- 
duction last season, will again fig-| 
ure on Broadway starting early in| 
the fall. Firm participated in or 





fair: he doesn’t. 

Any «ay, notice was withdrawn at 
end of ical date and Rogers remains | 
with band through Dallas engage- | 
ment opening July 25. After that 
understood Johnny Morris, now fea-'! 
tured, will take over and vamp ’til 
Buddy's return 


Pickford-Rogers combine attracted 


by wholehearted manner of pitching 
into Red Cross war relief drive. Gave 


one luncheon alone that netted 
$1,000. Rogers passed hat daily and 
Mary appeared at several benefit 
functions. Generally credited with 
directly boosting local take $3,000, 
possibly twice that much more in-| 


directly. 


Wall St. Doesn’t Fancy 
Films’ Ribs on Brokers 


Movement among New York 
brokerage houses to halt alleged 
disparaging remarks about Wall 


Street on the screen gained impetus 
last week when N. Y. Curb Exchange 
direct 
1 ‘Joh Apollo.’ 
to the Motion Picture Producers 
Distributors Assn. was predicated on 
the contention that an undue slap 
was leveled at the financial district. 
However, after a group of Curb di- 
rectors viewed the film at a private 
screening they agreed that there was 


Squawk c 


nny 


little actually to complain about 
contrary to advance reports on tl 

picture 

Re ntment against picture pr¢ 

luce! pe , about Wall Street 
in belittling or flippant terms ha 
srown in the last two years, es- 
pecially nee volume of bu 

had dropped off drastically. ‘Johnny 
Apollo’ was singled eut because Curb 
people at first had been told that the 
production painted brokers in a bad 
light. Despite a more or less ap- 
probationary attitude taken on the 


film after seeing it, exchange people 


, =~ | Benny anc F: 
no end of favorable comment locally |; Benny and Joan, 


wholly backed half a dozen shows 
covering a wide range, including the 
hit musical ‘Too Many Girls’ and 
concluding in the spring 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
Leigh and Laurence Olivier, one of | 
the most costly Shakespearian pro- 


(Continued on page 46) 








“JELLO - AGAIN 


STAR A WOW 
IN WAIKIKI 


B AGAIN ACTIVE IN 


LEGIT 








ord & Thomas 
Its Talent's 


Agency Guards 
Film Prestige; 


Wants No ‘B’ Release Stigma 





‘Actress’ 


Regina, Sask., July 2. 

Ross Hamilton, Canada’s lead- 
ing female impersonator and the 
famed ‘Marjorie’ of the ‘Dum- 
bells,’ is in the army again. He 
signed up in Toronto the other 
day with the Canadian Army 
Medical Corps. 

He gave his 
‘actress.’ 


occupation as 








N.Y. C. Admen Ask If 


with | 
starring Vivian | 





; at one time asked,$15,000 pei 


Metro Pkge. Includes 
‘Hardy Family’ Rights 


William Morris agency is. still 
making the rounds of the advertis, 
ing trade with the new 
Metro studio show. 

One agencv, Lord & Thomas, has 
indicated that it would like to pre- 
; sent the if ‘The 
| Hardy Metro 


effer of a 


setup to a client 


Family’ were included 
()- 


of 


pl 
alone for 
the ‘Hardy’ 


gram an alr 


version 
Sei 


es 


JED HARRIS LOOKING 


Honolulu, July 2. 

With the Royal Hawaiian band 
playing ‘Love in Bloom,’ Jack Benny, ! 
accompanied by. Mary Livingston 


and Myrt and Babe 


Blum (latter the sister of Mrs. 
Benny), arrived here June 26. 
Crowd estimated at 25,000 jammed 
the galleries and street levels of 
three piers and adjacent blocks. 
Benny’s reception topped Marie 
Dressler’s record, previously the 
greatest here 

| Benny made a personal appear- 
jance at the Waikiki theatre, con- 
|vulsing an audience that seldom 
| gets a stage show. 

With the comedian heading a 
gigantic July 4 parade for the Red 
Cross, thousands will flock to Hono- 
lulu from outside the islands for a 
glimpse of the star. 


ors complained about a scene 
lirected 


2. | 


| come a voter 


may seck future aid from the Hays 
office. 
Protest from the Street empha- 


sizes that it hurts the legitimate busi- 
ness activity of banking 
brokers, etc. Hays office 
that care is exercised not blast 
any particular group or profession 


to 


Frisco Fair’s Rodeo 
San Francisco, July 2. 
World’s Fair Rodeo will be held 
the San Francisco exposition, 
31 to Sept. 2. 
show Vv 
Mateo 


at 
Aug 


s Posse, 


ili be 


Sheriff’ 


houses, | 
rebuttaled | 


HITCHCOCK TO DIRECT 
TWO FILMS FOR RKO 


July 2. 
Alfred Hitchcock closed a deal to 


Holly wood, 


direct two pictures for the 1940-41 
program at RKO. First is ‘Mr. and 
Mrs, Smith,’ slated to roll in Septem- 
ber. Second is ‘Before the Fact.’ 


Deal was made by agreement with 
David O. Selznick, who has Hitch- 
cock l i@r co ac 


NOT MINOR COIN 


Court Okays Jackie Cooper's $800,000 
Par Deal 


mY i 2 
$800,000 fr 
eight y 
contract 
Emmett Wilson 
Actor does not 
three vears. 
for fo pic 


YY 
ym” 


Jackie Coope1 
Paramount 
under a new mi 
proved by Judge 
superior court 


la\ 
next 


I or’s 


ears, 
ap- 
in 
be- 
for 
Contract calls 
annually. 


Al Pearce Suit Fades 


ul tures 


Los Angeles, J a 
yk he gage actiol by Fanchon 
& Ma to recover $4,196 from Al 
Peaben Was dismissed in superior 
court on the defendant’s application 
Suit filed in 1934 contended that 
F&M had advanced money to 
Pearce, but the ase had bee dor- 
imi s @ ila. e. 


TO ‘HEAVEN’ ON B’WAY 


Although he declared himseli{ 
through with legit producing last 
year, Jed Harris is due back on 
Broadway next fall. Script which i 
reported luring him back is ‘Wait 
For Heaven,’ by Harry Segall. Au- 

| thor was represented on Broadway 

before with a drama called ‘Lost 
Horizons’ (not the book of simila! 
title). It was produced by Laurence 
| Rivers (Rowland Stebbins) in 1934, 
but proved a costly failure. 

Harris went ta the Coast last fall 
but was not reported active around 
the studios. He closed his office 
New York, saying that production 

| costs were too high. That was after 
| his presentation of Thornton Wilder’: 
| ‘Our Town,’ recently released in film 
form, which won the Pulitzer prize 
Although no settings were used in 
‘Town,’ its operating nut was high 
| because of the number of people in 


the cast. 


Dorothy Thompson Set 
For Fred Mayer Co-Op 


Do! tnv ey ) 20 ) i 
I t oO! t I $( ) | » 

ll be on 7:30 to 7:45 

rting Sept. 29 a group of 
yional pi ( 

Fred M ( ) j pa 
De of roc Qa ) } \ ) 
p of the country last season f 

‘ ! of ‘I Want a D 

re j ndling the Thomp co 
operative Stockton-West-Burkhart 
of Cincinnati, will be the agency of 


record 


Mrs. Wm. Morris—Mg or, 


Jerry Morris, wife of William 
Morris, Jr., is now manager of the 
theatre in the World of Fas h on at 
the World’s Fair House, wh 


e 900 “a+ - wr9¢ 
a 29¥-seater, was 


formerly pohag te 


by Alice Hughes, newspaper bylins 
s. Morris is staging a new type of! 
fashion show, audience participation 


being a feature, 

Ww or Id of Fashion is one of the 
Fair’s new buildings this season 
Structure, which is near the T: 

v yulit last year, but 
3 ¢ etely 1 ) 1 


+ 


Thomas agency insists on inserting 


has developed on the air. 


In making long term contracts 
with talent new to commercial net- 
work broadcasting, the Lord & 


a 
clause which gives the agency con- 
trol over the artist’s future work in 
p‘:tures. The agency’s reason for 
this action is that it wants to pre- 
vent the mike performer from doing 
anything that might hurt him in 
radio. As a result of this stricture 
all film scripts must be submitted to 
the agency for approval. 


One thing that Lord & Thomas 


wants to make sure of is that the 
artist’s film work doesn’t take him 


characterization that he 
Also that 
the part and the general production 
value of the picture doesn’t stigma- 
tize him as of ‘B’ calibre, or 


out of the 


worse, 





‘SENATOR WHEELER 


CORRECTS WINCHELL 


United States Senator 
Wheeler of Montana 
transcription) on the 
reel’ p over 
York, last "Thursday (27) at 8 50) D 
took a pointed poke at Walter 
Winchell. To quote the senator 

‘I have never collaborated with 
John L. Lewis with reference to a 
third party. I have no knowledge 
of what his views are. The state- 
ment was made by Walter Win- 
chell over the radio to the effect 
that I and John Lewis had col- 
laborated, or words to that effect, 
and that I was going to organize 
a third party. 





Burton K 
speaking (via 
‘Radio News- 
WMCA, New 


cit ‘ 


i 


‘Of course, Mr. Winchell has 
been advocating for some time 
that we in this country immedi- 


ately join the Allies and help them 
not only in materials, but that we 
actually get into the war. Tha 
to me, is clearly wrong, and a man 
who advocates it ought to be put 
off the air,’ 
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ew Wartime Taxation in Canada 


Takes Another 107, Bite Out of U 
Film Rentals: IN% Discount NSB 





Montreal, July 2. 


Wartime taxation in Canada takes 
another 10% bite out of U. S. film) 
rentals with imposition of the new | 
tax applying to all imports except 
those coming under the British pref- 
erential tariff. It’s a tax which Ameri- 
can distribs will likely have to shoul- 
der as there does not seem to be any 
likelihood of passing the cost onto 
exhibs at the present time. 

Added to the 11% difference in ex- 
change value of Canadian funds, U. S. 
film distribs will be taking a cut of 
21% on usual rentals. In case of the 
exchange differences American film | 
interests do not lose all of the 11% | 
discount since all of the majors 
maintain offices here and pay off on 
this side in Canadian money. Some 
of the majors, from accounts, are 
leaving a large portion of their 
rentals here for investment in gov- 
ernment bonds, probably until such 
time Canadian coin approaches 
parity, possibly for the duration of 
the war. This precedure was fol- 
lowed during the last war also. 


The new 10% import tax, however, ' 
is a direct charge which cannot be 
offset in any way. U. S. distribs ex- 
porting film to Canada will pay 10% 
on the deciared invoice value of all 
pictures. It’s an item that may run | 
into several hundred thousand dol- 
lars a year. Tax applies to all mer- 
chandise brought into Canada, not 
to celluloid alone. Pictures made in 
England, coming in under the Brit- | 
ish preferential tariff, will appar- 
ently be exempt. 

For the rest, wartime uncertainties 
have cut deeply into picture house 
grosses across Canada mostly due to 
the fact that the public has other 
matters on its mind. As the compul- 
sory military training schedules are 
clarified and the public becomes ac- 
customed to new income and other 
taxes, it is believed that show busi- 
ness will recover its normal pace. 

So far show business is reacting 
much in the same way as during the 
conflict a quarter of a century ago 
At the-outbreak of war, grosses rose 


as 


appreciably. Right now business is 
off. Vith all available working 
powcr heing mobilized in one sphere 


or another, circulation of funds is 
expected to increase, as in the last 
war, with renewed jingle of coin at 
the br ‘e bound to follow. 


British Film Production 
In Canada Chiefly Talk 


Proposed production of pictures by 
British film companies in Canada is 
currently regarded as in a nebulous 
stage. Considered possible that a 
few quickies may be turned out 
either in Vancouver or Montreal, but 
establichment of British film proud: 
tion On a permanent basis in Canada 


~~ 
myo 


is mostly in the talk stage for the 
present. 
Meanwhile, Maureen O’Sullivan 


moiored in to Montreal from Ottawa 
last week to appear in a short. pro 
duced at Associated Screen News 
lab, exploiting the Canadian film in- 
dustry’s $1,000,000 war bond cam- 
pais iy Lt. John Farrow, Hollywood 
Girecto1 now heading Canadian 
Naval Information, accompained the 
frau (Miss O’Sullivan) and supervised 


production. Her short tells of the 
Monday night shows across the Do- 
minion to which admission wil! be 


Obtained only 
stamps 


by purchase of 


Val 


Meeting of picture people held in 
TA 4y 
Montreal 


last week is reported to 

Fave reveeled plans for bringing 
from Hollywood at regular in- 

vals to launch appeals for pur- 
ase of war bonds. Understood, 
chat theatre owners also are invest- 


ing in securities of this kind. 

To dete there has been no talk of 
freezing U. S. film rental coin in 
Cc beceuse of war needs end 
there is Jitile likelihood of such an 
eventuality. 


; 
eneda 





Preminger’s Play 


Hollywood, July 

Otto Preminver, who has been 
here for about a week conferring 
with Howard J. Green and Lynn 
Starline, planed to New York Mon- 
Gay (1). 

He plans to put their play, ‘Land 
O’ Caiton,’ a comedy on Hollywood, 
in rehearsal in N.Y. early next 
month, | 


9» 


. 





Al Cohn’s Police Berth 


Hollywood, July 2. 
Alfred A. Cohn, longtime screen 
writer for major studios, has been 
appointed to the Los Angeles police 








' 


commission, of which he probably ; 


will become chairman. 


He quit films several years ago to | 
accept a presidential appointment as 
Collector of the Port of Los Angeles. 


SNOW WHITE’ REISSUE 








two test engagements, 
RKO-Disney is laying plans to re- 
relecse ‘Snow White’ as part of 
complete unit that will also include 
four Disney shorts. ‘Snow 
was originally released in December, 
1937. and withdrawn completely 
from circulation just a year ago. 
The Park, Meadville, Pa., a single- 
feature town, was chosen as the first 
tester, June 20-21. Test also in a 
double-feature town, the Kingston, 
Kingston, N. Y., was set with *You 


Following 


'Can’t Fool Your Wife’ as the other 


feature, ake on three days ending 
Saturday (29) was $1,090, best house 
has ever done on a last half. 

The four shorts making up the 
show with ‘Snow White’ are ‘Three 
Little Pigs, ‘Ugly Duckling,’ ‘Ferdi- 
nand the Bull’ and ‘Donald’s Lucky 
Day.’ 


M.P. Relief Doled Out 
$279,600 Last Year 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Motion Picture Relief Fund spent 
$279,000 to ease the burdens of the 
ill and needy in the picture indus- 
try during 1939, according to the of- 
ficial report of George Bagnall, 
treasurer. Revenues for the first five 
months of 1940 were. increased by 
$10,000 over the same period last 
year, but the expenses jumped $48,- 
000, due to reduced activities in the 
studios. 

Jean Hersholt, 
that construction 
digents will be 
the Gulf Oil 





president, reported 
of a home for in- 
started this year if 
radio program con- 
tinues. To date, the show ac- 
for nearly $500,000. 
Besides reelecting Hersholt, 
George Bagnall was named treas- 
urer: Wilma Bashor, executive sec- 
retarv: Ewell D. Moore, counsel, and 
Ralph Block, alph Morgan and 
Lucile Gleason, vice president 

New trustees are Charles Brackett, 
Lucile Gleason, Lucie Ward, Charles 
Rosher, John Balderston, Sol Lesser, 
Ralph Morgan, Conrad Nagel, Basil 
Rathbone and Morgan Wallace. 


nas 


counted 


QR 
aX 
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Austrian Film Smuggler 
In Jam at Laredo, Texas 


Laredo, Texas, July 2. 
Ernest Weise, an Austrian, was 
found guilty here in Federal court 
of smuggling films into the United 
States on Thursday (28). He was 


sentenced to the time he had already 


spent in jail. He had been held 
since his arrest at the International 
Bridge in May 

‘The Austrian’s films allegedly 
ere German and Polish military 
cene Weise testified they had 
been taken from Los Angeles to 
Mexico for lecture purposes and 
were being brought back to this 
country when he was arrested 

The immigration department is 
holding Weise for further investiga- 
tion, 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a | 


White’ | 


Par Building Up ‘Rangers’ 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Paramount is spending $60,000 on 
additions to “Texas Rangers Ride 
Again’ and planning to release it as 
an A production. 

Originally it was slated as the 
final B on the Harold Hurley pro- 
duction slate. 








Nazis’ Flanders 


Drive Caused 756 


Loss to Newsreels 


London, July 2. 
pace maintained by the 
Nazi military machine in its drive 
through Flanders cost British 
American affiliate newsreel outfits 
close to $75,000 in lost or smashed 
equipment, check last week revealed. 
However, so far reports indicate all 
cameramen came through | safely, 

either being back here or traced. 
Attack on Boulogne caused the 
destruction of a vast quantity of 
newsreel equipment and cameras, 
with Universal, Pathe Gazette, Gau- 
mont-British, Paramount-British and 
British Movietone suffering almost 
eaually heavily. Universal photog- 
rapher in France is said to have lost 
his whole outfit valued at nearly $6,- 
000. Pathe crew in northern France 


Furious 


got out only a few hours before 
Boulogne fell. 
Paramount's British company, 


' which had two cameramen with the 


B.E.F. in Flanders, is listed as hav- 


| ing nearly $12,000 loss to equipment, 


| logne. 


mostly damaged or captured at Bou- 
Maurice Ford still is func- 


|}tioning with the troops. * British 
Movietone is reputed to have suf- 
fered $14,000 damage to newsreel 


i and the 


material and apparatus caused by air 
bombings raids at Boulogne, with the 
loss of a Movietone sound van not 
estimated. Latter was being used 
by Gaumont-British, which all 
photographers back safely from 
France but more than $32,000 worth 
of equipment completely lost. 

Leslie Murray and Sid Bonnet, 
two cameramen operating with the 
British navy, last were reported in 
Narvik unable to contact Lon- 
don. 


lists 


and 


New York offices have been un- 
able to check on further damage 


done to newsreel outfits operating in | 


or-near Paris, either 
or with the French. However, Paris 
newsreel crews U. S. reels 
moved to Bordeaux when the French 
government did, and are reported to 
have followed their main Paris pic- 


independently 


and 


after that 


went 


Beau Brummeling Gets 
Step Fetchit Into Tax Jam 


The U. S. filed suit Thursday (27) 
in N. Y. federal court against Lin- 
coln Perry, better known as Stepin 
Fetchit, seeking damages of $469, 


claiming that the colored comedian 


gave false and fraudulent declara- 
tions on four suits which he pur- 
chased in Canada. It is claimed 
Fetchit entered the U. S. at Detroit 


Jan. 28, 1940, and declared only one 


$95 suit, to which he was entitled 
an exemption 

The Government claims that three 
other suits at the same price were 
purchased nd given to Barrie 
O’Daniels, Benjamin Ashburn and 
Jack W. McClendon. who were en- 
titled to exemptions on one lit each. 
On Feb. 20, 1940. all three suits were 
given to Fetchit in Chicago, the U. S. 
avers. The forfeiture value of $377 


duty value of $92 is sought. 
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Not Enough in Harry Davis’ Estate 
For Cash Bequests; 4006 Insurance 


‘ —_- — -— -- — 

G R Pittsburgh, July 32. 
Gender els a ewrite | Six former employes of Harry 
| Davis, one-time head of biggest the- 
Hollywood, July 2. atre circuit in Pittsburgh and pio. 
| Marie Ouspenskaya went before neer with his brother-in-law, John 
ithe camera yesterday (Mon.) in a_ P. Harris, in nickelodeon industry, 
|partial rewrite of RKO’s ‘Dance,| were remembered in will of well. 


| Girl, Dance,’ to re-play the unfin- 
lished role acted by the late Maurice 
| Moscovitsch. 

| Changes in the script caused the 
recall of Mary Carlisle, Emma Dunn 
| and Lola 
' scenes. 


Jensen for substitute 


— 





BANK’S $10,000 CLAIM 


| Referee Peter B. Olney, Jr., in 
|N. Y. federal court on Friday (28) 
| tossed out a $10,000 claim of the 
| National City Bank against the 
|Grand National estate. The bank 
|has another claim against GN for 
$25,000, of which $18,000 has been 
paid. The dismissed claim was based 
on a loan to the company, and se- 
cured through a lien on automobiles 
and a third lien on studio property. 

The GN attorney, Joseph Dannen- 
berg, argued successfully that under 
California law a lien on automobiles 
must be filed with the county clerk 
and the auto registrar, which the 
bank neglected to do. The bank 
also failed to file its lien on studio 
property until after the company had 
filed its petition of bankruptcy. 

Dannenberg stated that figures on 
GN’s grosses through Mohawk Pic- 
tures Corp., which bought its pic- 
tures, wére not availabie through 
him, but that the films were doing 
well. GN is to receive 30% of the 
gross up to $100,000 and 50% in ex- 
cess of that amount. 





Settle ‘Gunga Din’ Suit, 
Film’s Net at $800,000 


Los Angeles, July 2. 

Harry Gould's piracy suit against 
RKO, involving the picture, ‘Gunga 
Din,’ was settled privately and dis- 
missed by Judge Paul J. McCormick 
in U. S. District Court. The amount 
| of settlement was not disclosed 

Gould had charged the studio with 
| lifting the picture from a story writ- 
ten by his client, Alf Goulding. Tes- 
timony in the two-day trial indicated 
that the film had cost about $1,900.000 
and has grossed around $2,700,000 to 
date. 


PREPAREDNESS 


Republic Smug in Backlog of 11 
| Pictures 
| Hollywood, July 2. 
Republic production is sitting on 
the golden seat, with seven features 
and four westerns completed for a 
backlog, the highest number in the 
company’s history. 
Features ready for release are 
‘Three Faces West,’ “The Girl From 


God’s Country,’ ‘Wagons Westward.’ 
‘Seatterbrain, ‘Grand Ole Opry.’ 
‘Sing, Dance, Plenty Hot’ and ‘Should 
Wives Work.’ Completed  sage- 
brushers are ‘Carolina Moon,’ “The 
Ranger and the Lady,’ ‘Oklahoma 
Renegades’ and ‘The Tulsa Kid.’ 


Prissy Lane Forgiven 


Hollywood, July 2 
Priscilla was tored to the 
Warners payroll after a three-month 
suspension because of hex 


Lane re 
refusal 
play in ‘Money and the Woman’. 

‘Four Mothers’ is her next assign- 
ment, starting next week. with Wil- 
liam Keigley as director. 


to 


| 


PAR’S PUPPETOONS 


Following announcement of 86 
shorts for the 1940-41 Para- 
mount has closed a dea! for the pro- 
duction of six one-reel novelty sub- 
jects at present called 
Neil F. Agnew 
title for the shorts. 


¢ 


season, 


Puppetoons. 
is seeking another 

Animated puppets are uced instead 
of drawings, a noveliy form of 
presentation developed for commer- 
cial purposes in England by George 


Pal. Now in Hollywood, Pal and 
Stanley Neal will produce the new 
j series, 

r= 5 » = 


ON GN THROWN OUT 


and | 


_known showman, who died here in 
| January. James G. Balmer, former 
cashier for Davis and now general 
manager of Harris Amus. Co., was 
given a cash bequest of $5,000, and 
Frank S. Holland, Alfred A, Kerk. 
kan, J. Ellis Shipman and Clyde 
Anvelink were willed $2,500 each. 
A codicil left a bequest of $10,000 to 
H. L. Kurtz, who used to be Davis’ 
financial secretary, but Kurtz is now 
dead, and his widow is in California. 

Davis’ estate, exclusive of insur- 
ance, however, only amounted to 
$11,000 at time of his death, insuf- 
ficient to take care of cash bequests 
'of $25,000. Insurance policies total- 
_ing $400,006 were left to his widow, 
Mrs. Edith Davis. 


At the time of his retirement from 
show business in 1927, Davis was a 
millionaire several times over but 
he was stricken with a _ paralytie 
stroke late that year and most of 
his estate was invested in annuities 
payable during his lifetime. It was 
income from these policies which 
| was used to pay the heavy expenses 
of his long illness. The showman 
remained a hopeless invalid until his 
death on Jan. 2 at the age of 79. 
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Downstate Ill. Exhibs 
Form Protective Ass'n 


Peoria, Iil., July 2. 

United Theatre Owners of Illinois 
was established here last week in a 
general meeting attended by almost 
100 downstate lIilinois exhibitors. 
This organization plans to include all 
exhibitors, both independent and cir- 
euit, with houses in Illinois, exclud- 
ing Chicago proper. Some 200 thea- 
tres have already been enrolled in 
the UTOI, including indie houses and 


the Balaban & Katz-Great States 
theatres. 

Purpose of the new outfit is to 
deal collectively with problems af- 


fecting all exhibitors, but will not 
concern itself with those between 
producers and exhibitors or among 


exhibitors. This excludes discussions 
of such problems as double features, 
Neely, etc., which have 
been made the province of such or- 
ganizations as Allied and the Motion 
Picture Theatre Qwners of America. 
Exhibitors’ 
combat 
S 


clearance, 


group will primarily 
anti-industry legislation at 
pringfield, the state capital. First 
of the due up ts 
the proposed 3% ta the- 
atre receipts in Illinois. 

Edgar G. Zoorn of Pontiac h 
been elected president and William 
Crouch, former trade paper reporter 
in Chicag been appointed 
execut Offices will be 
established immediately Spring- 


Geld 
mea 


problems to come 


x on gross 


as 


o, has 


ve 


ecretary 


in 


‘Sth Column Squad’ Film 
Stalled Until Decision 


Justice Felix Benvenga has re- 
served decision on an application for 


a temporary injunction against 
Film Alliance of the U. S., Inc., and 
Midtown Theatres Corp.’s proposed 
exhibition of ‘Fifth Column Squad’ 
at the Rialto, N. Y After indi- 
cating that he was so pressed with 
othe matters that a decision might 
take several weeks, the judge re- 
quested that no exhibition of the 
film be made until he decides the 


issues involved. Ernest Hemingway, 
Benjamin F. Glazer and the Theatre 
Guild, Inc., charge infringement of 
their ‘Fifth Column’ play in this 
N. Y. supreme court suit. 

The picture was due to open June 
28. but exhibition has now been set 
back to July 4, and probably will be 
deferred further, unless the judge 
hands down a decision the 
terim. 

The 


pr.ation 


in in- 
plaintiffs assert that 
of their title will 

value of their play, whith esti- 
mated to be worth $150,000. An 
imposing list of affidavits were filed 


appro- 
ruin the 


IS 


in conjunction with the suit, de- 
claring that for film sales purposes 
ihe title would be worthless if a 
picture with a similar title was ex- 
hibited first. A permanent injunc- 
,tion is sought 


we (BE 
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‘Consent’ Powwows Dragging Along: 


Dont See Final 


Although discussions between at- 
tforneys representing the Depart- 
ment of Justice and counsel for the 
eight leading film companies are con- 
tinuing daily (with time out for 
summer week-ends) for the purpose 
pf ending the Government’s anti- 
trust suit by a consent decree, it is 
@eclared that nothing definite has 
been reached as to the date such a 
decree, if and when approved by 
Judge Henry W. Goddard, in the 
Federal court (N. Y.) shall become 
effective. Best information is that 
gomne parts of the order, with re- 
spect to certain restraints, may be 





effective immediately upon the 
¢ourt’s signature. On the other 
hand, the creation of an industry 


arbitration structure to administer 
over clearances, excess film buying 
and unfair trade practices will re- 
Quire some months to perfect. 


Of the several divisions of the 
work. which has been distributed 
among sub-committees, the arbitra- 
tion provisions are being more 
speedily drafted than some other sec- 
tious of the proposed decree. This is 
because the legal principles of arbi- 
tration are established in a Federal 
statute and in every state, excepting 
Ok!ahoma and North Dakota. Also, 
the industry itself twice has had ex- 
tensive experience with arbitration; 
first, as administered by the film 
boards, and more recently in 1934-35, 


under NRA. In both previous in- 

stances, the system was given the 

K.O. by the U. S. Supreme Court. 
Nothing approaching an Official 


statement as to the progress of the 
¢urrent conferences has been forth- 


coming except for an optimistic view | 


of confabs as projected by J. 
Stephen Doyle, special assistant at- 


tne 


torney general, when he appeared 
before Judge Goddard on Monday 
(1) and requested further postpone- 
ment of the trial for one week. He 
gail 

‘The Government, with the consent 
of the defendants, now seeks an 
additional week’s adjournment. The | 


parties are continuing the conversa- 
tions in an attempt to work out a 
settlement Sub-committees have 
met almost every day and consider- 
able pi ess has been made. The 
membe have submitted concrete 
proposals with respect to specifie sub- 


vy 
of} 


jects to the main committees and 
something definite may be reported 
g00n” 

Judge Goddard said be believed it 
very desirable to continue the at- 
tempts to reach an accord, and 
granted the requested adjournment 

Arbitration Ass’n Formula 

The proposed formula for arbit1 
tion of di putes arising between con 
petitive theatres, and between thea- 

(Continued on page 20) 


McCAREY WITH HUGHES 
ON 2-PICTURE DEAL 


Hollywood, July 2 





Setup Until 1941- 


Up to Goddard 


Reports in the trade that any 
change in the national Admin- 
istration, which would result in 
new alignments at the Depart- 
ment of Justice, might affect 
the Government policy in the 
anti-trust action already started 


against eight majors and nu- 
merous individual executives in 
the film industry, have been 


quickly squelched by attorneys. 

Trial, which began on June 3, 
and since June 7 has been ad- 
journed pending consent decree 
conferences, has lifted the ju- 
risdiction as to policy and out- 
come from the Justice Depart- 
ment into the Federal courts. 

It remains for Judge Goddard 
to decide the future course of 
the action, lawyers declare. The 
court, which has granted further 
adjournment until next Wednes- 
day (10), is being kept inti- 
mately informed as to progress 
of decree conferences. 








Universal's 3d Quarter 
Statement Due at End 


2 








July; 86 Wkly. Writeoff 


| more determined than ever 


Universal's monthly meeting of di- 


reciors, slated for tomorrow (Thurs- 
; day), was held yesterday (Tuesday) 
afternoon because the regular session 
fell on July 4. Routine business and 
foreign market developments were 
handled at the meeting. 


Third quarter statement is not due | 
out until late this month, but earn- | 
ings are reported holding up in face 
of heavy special amortization reserve 


writeoffs. Company continues to 
| write off $8,000 weekly as special 
amortization because of actual and 


anticipated losses in the foreign field. 


Understood that U’s assets now are 
running on a ratio of 6 to 1 as com- 
pared to current liabilities. Com- 
pany showed $1,173,002 for the first 
half of the present fiscal year after 
deducting $208,000 for this special 


amortization reserve in the first 26 


weeks of the fiscal 12-month period. 
Reorganization pl h bee de- 
laved bv the wa the 

Wall Street sto pl 


‘COSTS MUST COME 
DOWN’, SAYS COWDIN 


} ( ( ( VC ( } Y i oO 
TTr \'p me) ’ tT} t te ta > 
that producti costs can and are 
going to be reduced for the forth- 
comi S ( i ) T the 
expense of qualit nec i 

Wea nant le 4hat 4 > of 
the $1.000,000 or even $2,000,000 pro- 

P } ‘ I ¢ 
| > 

00.000 p I r 
t : | 
A it 
A | i a 
prod ) ¢ ‘ 

( naitio | 
acco iit 

It too ¢€ 
aegree ot cert LV 1 tne 

iin bscmdinnes earill ha Se Europ 
tribution situation will be 1 sUrO} 
Cowdin stated Headquarter for 


Universal currently are at Bordeaux 


Prediction as to what restrictions o1 
monetary control would be used in 
France or elsewhere, under German 


control, can’t be made. 


T ) AY irey joining Ho urd 
H yutfit as producer-director 
OI ) mwciure 

le the deal McCarey ge al- 
al andi percentage. Howard Hawks, 
recently aligned with Hughes, giving 
him two topflight director: 
Korda’s Mex Pitch 
orda’s Mex Pitc 
Hollywood, July 2 

Alexander Korda invades Mexico 
Mext autumn to shoot ‘The Con- 
qgueror,” a tale of Mexico's invasion 
by Hernando Cortez. | 

Picture, to be filmed by Tech- 
Nicolor, will star Merle Oberon. 





Saenger’s New Issue 

Saenger Theatres Corp. is plan- 
hing a bond issue of $2,450,000 of first 
4‘2% interest obligations although 
no definite date has been set fot 
Opening sale of the liens. 


, New issue of bonds would be 
—— by Nusloch, Baudean & 
Smita 


| Par Locks Up 17 


Hollywood ily 
Paramount July in high 
gear, with 17 features ready for re- 
lease, four before the lenses five 
more on the starting line. 
| Five slated for July starts are 
'*Touchdown,’ ‘Virginia,’ ‘The Shep- 
herd of the Hilis,’ ‘D.O.A.’ and ‘Love 


Thy Neighbor.’ 


LN 


enters 


ane 
Assy 


DOT URBED ON 
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Consent Decree’s Vagaries, 
Coupled With General Un- 
certainties, Stalemates 
New Season Selling—-Dis- 
tribs and Exhibs Don’t 
Know What to Expect and 
How to Act Thereon 


WAR BOOM’S CHANCES 


Stressing the urgency for a quick 
consent decree under the Govern- 
ment suit against the majors, dis- 


tributer and exhibitor sources fear | 


that delay in this direction, coupled 
with greater uncertainties than the 
industry ever faced, may lead to the 
most confused selling-buying season 
in history. Last year, in merchan- 
dising the current (1939-40) product, 
deals were very s!vw in being con- 


cluded, but this season snow may be | 


falling before the country is sold 


for 1940-41. 

While, on the one hand, selling is 
slow in getting started, on the other 
feelers would indicate that there is 
going to be an_ unprecedented 
amount of wrangling. before con- 
tracts are finally in, signed and filed 
away. Distributors are going to be 
before to 
get better terms, and exhibitors with 
whom the matter has been discussed 
promise that they will be equally as 


determined not to pay more In- 
stead, buyer sources say that in most 
cases, because last year’s deals did 


not stack up so well, better deals are 


| going to~be demanded on the 1940-41 


product. 

With those companies which sold 
high, but delivered low, it ex- 
pected there will be plenty of wrang- 
ling over 739-40 adjustments with 
distribs, in the main, again probably 
unwilling to make the adjustments. 
Each year a certain number of ad- 
justments and special agreements are 
made at the tailend of the season as 
a condition upon selling the account 
for the 


; 
iS 


coming year. 
who has fal 


distrib, en down yme- 
what, or the account has had bad 
luck with the pictures, will permit 
the exhibitor to cancel out films he 
hasn’t picked Dp Ol e beir re- 
tanced to t} 
That, r Il «¢ t 1 isa 
yract . r ; ao t ] 
it the dist vil f i ¢ 
i tl ast Accord t d 
tributo nf tion, it re ) 
it term d t al carry 
for 1940-41 A i to oe 
rad te ] y re p 
yur e t » 1 t 
accounts hav franchise “Tnat 
always the trouble with term deals,’ 
one distrib spokesman stated 
No More Anticipating 
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Picture Biz Resigned to Fact That 


It Better Worry Chiefly About U.S. 


Canada and Forget Foreign Market 





} 





‘Brig Young’ Caiches Up With Pests 
and Pic Washes Up | 
| Hollywood, July 2. 
| ‘Brigham Young’ troupe finally , 
| caught up with a swarm of crickets 
in Nevada and is back in the studio 
{with prospects of finishing the pic- | 
jture this week, inside the 75-day 
!shooting schedule. Search for the 
insect swarm, which plays a vital 
part in the story of the Mormons, 
had been holding up production. 


Picture is slated for release late in | 
|; August or early in September as a 
| roadshow attraction. 


30% Foreicn Income 
Los: May Force Mono 





+ 
| CRICKETS BINGO’D | 





After officially denying the report | 
that a move to the Coast was con- 
templated, the financial men con- 
cerned with the future revenue of 
Monogram this weck admitted that 
the executive offices may be removed 
to the Coast. This wouid install W. 
Ray Johnston, president, right on top 
of production, and leave only the 
foreign department and T. P. Loach, 
treasurer, in N. Y. 


To Shift 1.0. to L.A. 


jand Canadian 


foreign business has 
because of the European 
war, with the home office staff cut | 
to virtually two. Estimated that 
foreign income ran as high as 30% 
of all revenue. 

It’s been known in the east for 
some time that financial backing for 
Monogram in the future would de- 
pend largely on economies made in 
production as well as in home office | 


Monogram’s 
suffered 


and distribution overhead. If shift 
to the Coast is finally made, Mono 
probably would maintain only of- 


‘ 


fices at its eastern exchange. Stated 
this week that floor of Mono 
in the RKO Bldg. company 


SAANNN anni Tle, radcardes 
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space 
costs the 
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f y Isy . 1 4 . 
Ol e COl iGering presen pe©re- 


= 


| 
| 


HAYSITES MEET ON 
X 
NAT'L DEFENSE PD 
M 1} I company top e 
huddled Monday (1) at the H sf - 
fice princip: lly to work out a for 
la for national defense ful 
Yot revealed he t I d 
I ed or MU at ! ¥ 
tal rrving ¢ t the (x 
PY : pre} ‘ F pI 
( f 
G 
é nse } 
I ) f H 
RKO 
4 ¢, of National (Fox) 
Theatre Oscar A. Doob, of Loew 
Hal Goldberg, Warner Br and } 
Harry Brandt 
Doob wa 


made chairman of the 


committec membership of which 
will be extended to include public- 
ty managers of all circuits in the 
country. 

Hays West Next Week 

Will H iy who attended the 
G.O.P. convention in Philadelphia 
last week, will stay in New York for 
about 10 days before going to the 
Coast on his annual summer visit 


Hays does not plan to return east 
intil time September just 


some in 


before the quarterly meeting of the 
Motion Picture Producers & Di 
stn? A ’ 


The entire foreign market, with 
the exception of Canada, which is re- 
garded as part of domestic sales, 
threatens to become a thing of the 
past in fact, so fai as all future plan- 
ning is concerned. This prediction is 
made in certain distributor and the- 
atre operating circles because of 
what war and other drawbacks of 


| various nations have caused. 


Even before Hitler, Mussolini and 


' Stalin began to carve up the eastern 


hemisphere, it was becoming increas- 
ingly difficult to maintain the proper 
trading balance in film, and more 
than a year ago, it is pointed out, the 
American producers were beginning 
to tailor pictures with less of an eye 
on foreign fields. Now it may be 
forgotten that the foreign market 
ever existed. What may come from 
the British market (Australia, South 
Africa, ete.) would be that much 
gravy. 

The. possibilities in the belief of 
observers, both in sales and theatre 
operation, is that the film companies 
within less than a year will com- 
pletely swing to the making of pic- 
tures that are strictly for American 
consumption. With 
this turn coming, opinion is that the 
whole production scheme will be 
solely to make film for the domestic 
market, without expectation or per- 
haps even any concern to figure on 
trade from abroad. Other manufac- 
turers, in fact virtually in all lines, 
are geared to make their profits in 
this country, while in ficlds 
American businesses do not bother 
at all about exporting. 


some 


Fewer Films 


In line with the conclusion that the 
picture producer-distributors should 
make film only for American and 
Canadian sales, it is firmly believed 
that all companies will make fewer 
pictures and reduce costs in line 
with the potentialities for profit of- 


fered by the domestic market, with- 
out any regard whatever to what 
could come from abroad if sales 
abroad are to be continued This 
could mean the total dissolution of 
foreign departments. They are main- 
tained at considerable expense, tak- 
ing in the home-office personnel as 
well as the forces in variou part of 
the world 

This expense has mounted, if any- 
thing, while in recent years, prior to 
World War II, foreign n kets here 
and there were being lost or being 
badly reduced, sucl a Ger! 
Aust Czecl ikia, Italy, Spain 

(Cr 1 or yage 19) 


WALKER, VAN EVERY 
LEAVING PARAMOUNT 


H id, July 2 
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Jack Forrester After 
RKO Production Unit 


French 
New York, i 


film pro- 


talking 


Jack Forrt 
ducer, now i 


ter, 


a film production unit with RKO 
Richard W. Patterson, Jr., board 
chairman of RKO, discussed it in a 
preliminary way with Forrester, 
who will now huddle with George J. 
Schaets mpany prez 
Lubitsch’s RKO Dicker 
Hollywood, July 2. 
RKO is dickering with Ernst 
Lubitsch to produce and direct two 
feat t 
Dea ould not éonflict with his 
United A mit it 
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Mayer's $688,369, Irene Dunne's 4056 
Top Mc Motion Picture Salaries for 39 


4 


Washington, July 2. 

Top pay for any executive in 1939 
was the $688,369.45 which Louis B. 
Mayer received from Loew's, Inc. 
The Metro exec had a 
modest salary, only $147,250, 
bonus of $541,119.45 put him 
putably at the head of the list. 
Figure still is far below what he 
used to receive in the good old days, 
although it does not include any re- 
ceipts from dividends, stock trans- 
actions, etc. 

Irene Dunne was tops among the 
players, with $405,222, including in- 
come from both RKO and Universal. 

Supplemental report 
more info about featured players 
than execs. But it still shows the 


relatively 
but 
indis- 


income of various office-holders who | 


drew over $75,000. Full list released 
Sunday (30) follows: 
Loew’s, Inc.—Lionel 
$136,584; Freddie Bartholomew, $118,- 
1£° Wallace Beery, £366.000; David 


‘ein, $191,585; F 3. cer, $87,- 
+ -k Borzage 9 ‘ y 
56,500; C. ¢ B: wn, 
Atliington Biv; iovert 


-, v0), $184,833; Edward ~.odorov, 
$78,000; J. J. Cohn, $99,000; Clauceite 
Colbert, $125,000; J. W. Considine, 

r., $122,666; Jack Conway, $182,000; 


Joan Crawford, $305,384; George | 
Cukor, $125,883; Jack Cummings, | 
$79,750; Melvyn Douglas, $98,583; | 


Sam Eckman, Jr., $122,410; Nelson 
Eddy, 146,416; Victor Fleming, $156,- 
000; Sidney Franklin, $169,000; Jules 
Furthman, $95,266; Clark Gable, 
$272,000; Greta Garbo, 270,000; 
Cedric Gibbons, 
$76,525; Fernand Gravet, $121,242; 
Ben Hecht, $159,996; Lucien Hub- 
bard, $95,625; B. H. Hyman, $184,750; 
Sam Katz, $156,000; Vincent Law- 
rence, $91,333; Robert Z. Leonard, 
$190,083; Mervyn LeRoy, $300,000; Al 
Lichtman, $160,550; Louis D. Lighton, 
$156,166; A. M. Loew, $183,377; Anita 
Loos, $87,500; Myrna Loy. $140,666; 
Ernst Lubitsch, $93,969; John 
Mahin, $80,833; Joseph Mankie 

$156,000; E. J. Mannix, $249,481; “ea 
B. Mayer, $688,369; Robert Mont- 
gomery, $209,750; Frank 
$182,895; Jeanette MacDonald, $125,- 
000: William A. McGuire, $76,250; 
Eleanor Powell, $85 
$137,339; Edward G. Robinson, 
000; W. E. Rodgers, $77,333: J. 


ewltc 


$100,- 
Wal- 


ter Ruben, $91.000: J. Robert Rubin, 
$218,423: Nicholas M. Schenck, $275,- 
673: Norma Shearer, $300,000; Louis 
K. Sidney, $78,000; Lawrence Stall- 


ings, $79,208; James Stewart, $75,291; 
Herbert Stothart, $78,000; Hunt 
Stromberg. $328,817: Margaret Sulla- 


his | 


t | 
contained | Sherman and Clayton Act and seeks 


Barrymore, 


$79,916; Ben Goetz, ' 


ae 


Morgan, | 


,098; Harry Rapf, | 


LACROSSE, WIS., TRUST 
SUIT TRIAL JULY 12 


LaCrosse, Wis. July 2. 


Anti-trust case of the LaCrosse 
Theatres Co. against Paramount, 
20th-Fox, United Artists, Well- 
worth Theatres of Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota Amus. Co. (Par), and Eddie 
Rubens comes up before Judge 
Patric Stone of the U. S. district 
court of Western Wisconsin District 
on July 12, with Robert Hess as * 





torney for plaintiff. 


This suit is predicated upon the! 


recovery of damages and other relief 
for the LaCrosse theatres in mat- 
ters of availability of 


clearance, etc. 


os 


Attorney Hess, particularly a 
this time, is attempting to obiain 
court cooperation to procure proper 
depositions from a number of per- 
sons involved in the suit, 
ing in nie official plea that the de- 
fen have been 
delay ae hinder the plaintiff from 
proceeding to actual trial though 
the case 
since July 18, 1938. 


dant 





Erpi Sues to Recover 


| $250,000 Educ’l Deed 





| Los Angeles, July 2. 
| Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
filed suit in superior court against 
Educational Studios and others to 
recover $250,000 trust deed, signed 
in 1931 by E. W. Hammons as pres- 
|ident of Educational. 
| Others named in the action are 
Security-First National Bank, West- 
ern Service Siudios (formerly Edu- 
cational) and Fine Arts Producing 
& Distributing Corp. 
Erpi Patents Upheid 

U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 
| Philadelphia, has affirmed the lowe: 
court decision which held Electrical 
Research Products sound patents did 
not infringe on British 
Films, Ltd., and that both patents in 
question were invalid. 

British Acoustic Films. 
brought its action against ERPI 
January, 1938, being tried in the dis- 
trict court at Wilmington. Del. 
Nields’ 


decision ruled for ERPI. 


20th Extends Brower 





van, $78,000: Norman Taurog, $156.- | 
000; Benjamin Thau, $136.878; Rich- 
ard Thorpe, $87.458; Franchot Tone, | 


$94,416; Spencer Tracy, $212,000; | 
W. S. Van Dyke. $216,750: King 
Vidor. $137,666; L. Weingarten, $170.,- 
272: Sam Wood $93,425 Robert 
Young, $148,916. 

Marcus Loew Booking Agency— 
C. C. Moskowitz, $92.937 

Darmour, Inc.—Jack Holt, $103,- 
461. 

Walt Disnev Productions—Walte: 
E. Dis sney, $104,111; Leopold Sto- 
kowski, $80,000. 

David L. Loew Productions, Inc.- 
Joe E. ella $165,000. 

Hal Roach Studios, Inc.-—Oliver 
Hardy, $116,850; Hal E. Roach, $106,- 
000. 

Columbia Pictures—Jean Arthur, 
$136,666; Samuel J. Briskin. $106,000; 
Sidney Buchman, $92,750; Frank 
Capra, $294,166; Harry Cohn, $185,- 
500: Walter Connolly, $82,500: Cary 
Grant, $181,250; Al Hall. $83,750: 
Howard Hawks, $112.500: Katharine 
Heoburn. $75,000: William Perlbers 
$92.750: Everett Riskin, $92,750; Jack 
Cohn. $106,120, 

Consolidated Film Industries- 
Herbert J. Yates. $75.200 

RKO—Fred Astaire, $266.837: Pan 
dro S. Berman, $213,773: Milton 
Berle, $82,499; Charles Boyer, $84,- 
277: Richard Dix, $85,015: Irene 
Dunne, $255,222: Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., $194.270; Cary Grant, $159,375; 
Gregory La Cava, $100,000; Leo Mc- 
Carey, $77.500; Chico Marx, $83,333; 
Groucho Marx, $83,333; Harpo Marx, 
$83,333: George O’Brien, $95.000; Joe 


Penner, $90,500; Ginger Rogers, $208.- 
767: Barbara Stanwyck, $117,291; 
George Stevens, $130.416: Katharine 
Hepburn, $120,160; Ned Depinet, $86,- 
921. 

20th Century-Fox — George 
Gertrude Temple, $192.166 

Univers. |—Charles Winninger, $82,- 
000; Edgar Bergen, $$0,416; Rowland 
V. Lee, $104.375; W. C. Fields, $115,- 
006; Henry Koster, $118.916; Joe 
Pasternak. $118.875: Victor McLag- 
len, $123,333; Charles Boyer, $130,- 


and | 


Hollywood. 2. 

Director at 20th-Fox for 
Otto Brower draws another 
term Aug. 25 when his 
expires 

Brower has piloted 20 features a1 
handled second units 
at Westwood. 


RKO’s New P.R. Office 


July 


on a 


more 


New territorial office for RKO’s 
foreign department at San Juan. 
Puerto Rico, with Ned S. Seckler in 
charge, will not be opened until 
Sept. 1. 


Seckler had been home office rep 


in Havana and is now Fr. &. t 


ting details. 


BORZAGE’ S ‘COMMAND’ 


Hollywood. July 
Frank Borzage 


in 


2. 
Metro picked 
pilot ‘Flight Command,’ 
Robert Taylor starrer. 
Producer is J. Walter 


the 


Ruben. 


000: Basil Rathbone, $140.833: Bins 
Crosby, $150,000; Irene Dunne, $150 
000; Edna Mae (Deanna) 
$174.916: John M. Stahl, $196.000. 
Vitagraph, Inc.—S. 
000; Gradwell L. Sears, $84,000 
Warner Bros. Circuit Mana 
Corp.—Joseph Bernhard, $110,000. 
Warner Bros. Pictures—Sam 
Morris, $78,000; Lloyd Bacon, 
125; Sam Bischoff, $104,250 
Blanke, $86,500; George Brent. 
208; James Cagney, $243,000: 
Curtiz, $171,000; Bette Davis, 
458: Errol Flynn, $181,333: Leo 


stein, $78,000; Brian Foy, $109,916; 
Edmund Goulding, $168,916; William 
Keighley, $89,000; Anatol Litvak, | 


$117.857; Robert Lord, $134,450; 


083; Casey Robinson, $85,666; Max 
Steiner, $78,000; H. B. Wallis, $260,- 
000; H. M. Warner, $156.000: J 


Warner, Albert 


$104,000. 


$156,000; 


product, | 


indicat- | 


attempting to, 


itself has been on record | 


Acoustic 


Ltd.., 


in 


Judge 


five years, 
five-year 
current pact 


id 


aozen 


set- 


to 
next 


Durbin, 
C. Einfeld, $84,- 
cement 


E. 

$179.- 
Henry 
$99,- 
Michael 
$143,- 
Forb- 


Pat 
O’Brien, $140,333; Claude Rains, $98.- 


I { 
Warner, 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, July 2. 
Bradbury Foote inked new writing 
contract at Metro. 
Walt Disney applied fo 











court ap- 


proval of a minor pact with Ann 
Gillis. 

William Castle drew a_ player 
ticket at Columbia. 

Metro handed Russell Rouse a 


junior writing deal. 

S. Sylvan Simon renewed as 
rector at Metro. 

Jean Rouverol 
ticket at Metro. 

George Campau signed to an acting 
deal at Warners. 

20th-Fox lifted its cameraman op- 
tion on J. Peverell Marley. 

Ben Carter drew an actor contract 
at 20th-Fox. 


OLSEN, INDPLS, 
IN TRUST SUIT 


July 2. 


di- 


inked = scripting 








Indianapolis, 


A suit for $876,600 was filed Mon- | 


day (1) against the operators of Cir- 
cle, Indiana and -Loew’s theatres by 


Charles M. Olsen, owner of the Lyric, | 


and principal officer in the Apollo 
| Amus. Co., operators of the now 
shuttered Apollo theatre. The suit 
charges that during the period of the 
iease held by the Fourth Ave. and 
the Greater Indianapolis Amus. Co. 
that choice pictures were played at 
the Circle and Indiana theatres in 
an attempt to destroy the reputation 
of the Apollo. Loew’s, Inc., 
with collusion. The Apcllo Amus. 
Co. charges that when the lease ex- 
pired and the theatre reverted to 
Olsen, other distributors refused to 
enter into any contract with the 
house. 

Warner Bros., Vitagraph and 20th- 
Fox are speciafically named as be- 
ing in collusion with Fourth Ave. 
and Greater Indianapolis Amus. 
Suit also included Metro, RKO, Co- 
lumbia, Paramount, United Artists 


and Universal 


mal, 





Special Sessions Of 


States Augur Possibly 
Added Taxes on Amus. 


Although ola states met in reg- 
ular Jegislative session this year, big- 
gest threat to the film business now 
rests with the mneens sessions which 


will top the regular meetings. Each 
ucceeding special meeting of state 
leg rislators carries « distinct threat 
to the industry because numerous 
states are confronted with the task 
of getting additional revenue, and 
amusements always. have loomed as 
an easy plum. 

Five states already have held spe- 
cial sessions and adjourned—Cali- 
fornia, Louisiana, Nebraska. Illinois 


and Pennsylvania. 
always has a batch 
ures, goes back into 
2 because the 
merely recessed 
clave started for 
June 17. 

The industry thus far has fared 
fairly well at the hands of state leg- 
islative bodies, not being singled out 
above other businesses for additiénal 


California, which 
of involved meas- 
session next Dec. 
solons presently are 
New special con- 
Pennsylvania last 


taxes. But the necessity of addi- 
tional states calling special meet- 
ings, looms for the final months this 
vear 

Consideration may be resumed at 
a special session on Louisiana’s cir- 
cuit tax bill, which sets up assess- 
ment on exhibitors owning two or 
more heatres in one community 
Legislation has gone through the 
house and now is before the senate 
Tax applies only on the second 
third, fourth, etc., theatres to those 
coming under the limits of the cir- 
cuit tax measure, no fee béeing 
charged on the first house. 

Missouri is set to call a_ special 


meeting of the legislature this month 
to appropriate funds for relief pur- 
poses during the remainder of 1940. 

Regular sessions were held this 
year by Kentucky, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, New Jersey, New York, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina and 
Virginia. 


‘Zola’ Lift Charged 


Los Angeles, July 2. 
Hans’ Rehfisch, German play- 


wright, filed suit for $750,000 against | 


Warners, charging plagiarism. 
Writer claims picture, ‘The Life of 
Emile Zola,’ 


| drama, ‘Die Affaire Dreyfus’, 


is charged | 


was lifted from his stage | 


Saal Prod Tapers OF] J. LONDON’S 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Production by the Edward Small 
outfit halts for an indefinite period 
lafter completion of ‘Kit Carson’ and 
‘The Son of Monte Cristo,’ the last 
‘two of this year’s schedule for 
'United Artists release. 

‘The Corsican Brothers,’ 
Small commitment on the 
program for UA, 
starting date. 


‘Local 143, IA (St. L.), 
Ends Receivership 





St. Louis, July 2 
Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley 
last week terminated the receiver- 
ship of IATSE, Local No. 143, which, 
according to a report filed in the 
tribunal, has $12,025 in cash, 





on hand. Expenditures during the 
receivership totaled $3,174. Included 
were purchase of bonds, $22,058; 
| salaries of officers, $11,276; benefit 
| payments to unemployed operators, 
| $8,965; picketing expenses, $1,620. 

| Robert A. Roessel, attorney for the 
|group of operators who succeeded 
jin their fight for the permanent 
| ouster of John P. Nick and Clyde A. 
| Weston from executive posts in the 


|local, was paid $30,000 by the mem- | 


bership. Frank P. Aschemeyer, 


| $12,000, both payments being made 
directly by the union without court 
jaction. James A. McKeown, one of 
|the co-receivers, 
\fee for his services after he 


had 
| filed a claim for $14,000. 


William 
| M. 
Trades and Labor Union, 
|receiver, declined any gratuity 
; his services, 
| boosted his 
| In 


and the central body 
salary. 


terminating the receivership, 


counsel for the receivers, was paid | 


the only | 
1940-41 | 
is still without a| 


With Posies for All 


/all-day policy (10 a. m. 





BIG THEATRE 
SCHEDULE 


Detroit, July 2. 
Close to $500,000 in new theatre 
construction here has been launched 
by I. J. London, circuit owner, 





and 


| his son, Burton, who plan three new 
| houses. 


They have bought 120-foot 
lot across from their Lincoln, 
wil] construct a 1,200-seater on 
site. This will operate on a big 
to 2a 


and 
the 
bill, 
-™m.) 
with a 15¢c admission. 

A half a mile west of this loca- 


| tion the circuit will put up a 1,450- 


/seater ready early 


and | 
bonds and stocks valued at $61,000 | 


in 1941. The 
largest unit in the expansion program 
is the Rex, formerly operated by J. 
B. Mitchell and taken over by the 
Londons June 36. Present house will 


/be razed with a new 1,400-seater, 


which will include a bowling alley 


and shops, going up at a cost of 

$250,000. 
New A. C. House 

Atlantic City, July 2. 

Cinema, elaborate new Atlantic 

avenue film house, was formally 

‘opened Saturday night (29) with 

much ceremony and speeches by 


received a $5,000) 


| Judge Oakley was lavish in his dis- | 


tribution 
| union 


of posies to the entire 
membership, the receivers and 


all attorneys involved in the case, 
remarking they had done a swell 
job in reforming the organization. 
As a gesture of good will after iis 
| sweeping victory for a new three- 
| year wage scale and obtaining the 
| dismissal of two damage suits ag- 
| Sregating $275,000 against it, Local 
| No. 143 paid for a large ad that 
|appeared in the daily rags. The 
| heavily bordered ad in heavy type 
| measured five volumns wide and 
five inches deep. It read: “To the 
Public: Motion Picture Operators’ 
Union No. 143 wishes to thank its 
friends and sympathizers for their 
moral support. We are happy to 
announce the settlement of our re- 
cent controversy with Fanchon & 
Marco and St. Louis Amusement 
Co. Your good will and future 
patronage will be appreciated by 


both management and employees. 
good movie will contribute to 
peace of mind and happiness.’ 


Nick, 


A 


your 


under 
George E. Browne, 
took over contro] 
in 1935 and 
bickerings vw 
last month 
lost their 
Oakley. 
sponge 
tional 


the direction of 
prez of IATSE 
Local No. 143 
marked by 
exhit 
and 
of 


or 
his regime, 
ith 
when 
jobs by 
In April Ni 
as first v.p 
body, giving 
reason. Last month 
Nick installed as business agent for 
Local No. 143, was knocked off when 
he sought to succeed himself as sec- 
retary of the Ninth District 
Alliance. which covers Missouri and 
eight other middle western states. 


Inkers Frolic En — 


ended 
Weston 

Judge 
the 
na- 
illness the 
Weston, whom 


the 

he 
order 
ck 


of 


Ss, 


tossed 
the 


r 
lf) 

ntey 

Niel 


as 





H 

Schlesinger 
200 two weeks 

the pli 


)] ly wood 


Jul Y & 
Leon 
staff of 
tering 
15 
Studio’s 1939-40 program of 42 car- 
toons for Warners 
month ahead of timc, 
season's schedule 
stages of inking. 


BIOGING 0. HENRY 
Hollywood, July 2. 

Henry C. Potter gets the director 
job on ‘The American Vagabond,’ the 
story of O. Henry’s career, for Na- 
! tional Pictures (Boris Morros). 

Currently Potter is readying ‘Sec- 
ond Chorus’ for the same company. 
Filming starts July 22. 


gave his entire 


shut- 
July 


vacation 


cartoon nt until] 


was finished a 
and 20 of next 


are in various 





Joe Moskowitz West 


Joe Moskowitz left Monday (i) 
for Hollywood. 

He will confer with 20th-Fox 
jstudio heads on stories and talent. 


fete - BROS ee ae Ta ee 
» er <b A ~~ s a 


of the 


Mayor Tom Taggart and other city 
Officials. New house is last word in 
modern equipment, decorations and 


lavish comforts. 
Exterior is in colorful ivory glass 
with unique marquee, lighted by 


fluorescent glow. Marquee is shaped 
in half-circular design, the first of 


Brandt, secretary of the Central | its kind in the east. Theatre is under 


the other | 
for | 


direction of Harry I. Waxman, 
also has the Astor and Holl: 
same street. Sy Waxman, 
merly managed the Astor, 
new house, 


who 
wood on 
who for- 
will boss 


New Theatres Around St. 
St. Louis, 

Marchesi Bros., Amboy, 
new house in Amboy. 

Sam and Louis Sosna 
new 400-seater in Mexico, 
operates a house _ in 
Kan., and Louis owns 
berly, Mo. 

B. F. Shafer, Lacon, Iil., 
ing the New Shafer, Lacon 
seater opening skedded for early 
gust. 

T. J. Price returns as manager of 
the Home, Oblong, Ill. which re- 
cently underwent extensive face 
lifting. 

The 


Loo 
July 2. 
Ill., lighted 


readying 
Mo. Sam 
Manhattan 
one in Mo- 


build- 
420 
Au- 


DeGraw, Brookfield 
owned by Fox Ozark Amus. 
Kansas City, will be completely 
modeled. 

Waiter J. Bushholtz has new 
seater for New Haven, Mo. 

F. W. Anderson plans for new 500- 
seater in Morris, Ill., by Sept. 1. 

Abe Werbner, Lewistown, I)l., 
will build new house in Lewistown 
to supplement the Princess, 
town, which he also 


Mo., 
Co., 
re- 


300- 


same 
Owns and Op- 
erates 
Emil and Charles Carpenter, Silvia, 
Ill, who operate the Majestic and 
ores in East Moline, Ill., wfll spend 
35,000 for new 500-seater in Sil\ 
A third brother, Joseph, will operate 
the new house. 


METRO’S ‘NEW MOON’ 
SOLO EXPERIMENT 


Metro and the Loew theatres are 





experimenting with the single billing 
of ‘New Moon’ in towns which are 
under duals, and during the past 
week among dates in which the pic- 
ture Opened solo are Akron, Colum- 
bus, Indianapolis, Kansas City, Louis- 
ville, Providence, Rochester and 
Syracuse. 

Other circuits and independents 
are also considering s milar exhibi- 
tion of ‘Moon’ where the towns are 
in the twin bill category 

Hulaed Her Sicilian? 

Los Angeles, July 2. 

Rosini Sobeck, composer, filed suit 

in U. S. district court for $1,000 


against Decca Records, charging in- 


| fringment of copyright. 


tributed as 


Plaintiff claims 
Sicilian Maid,’ 


her ditty, ‘Sweet 
was recorded and di-- 
‘Sweet Hawaiian Maid.’ 


‘RING’ IN LEONARD 

Hollywood, July 

Robert Z. Leonard gets the direct- 

ing job on the Myrna Loy starrer, 

‘Third Finger, Left Hand.’ at Metro, 
slated to start in two weeks. 


9 
-. 


‘Finger,’ a light comedy, has been 
pushed ahead of ‘Ziegfeld Giri, 
which Leonard will also pilot. 

ec 
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‘FORGET UPPING PRICES 





Advocate Straight 10%, Tax Next Jan 





Indications in the trade this week were that the entire tax structure 


would be gone over by Congress 


the theatre ticket taxation setup to be included. 


when it meets next January, with 
Film business then 


will strive to get 10% flat admission on all tickets from 10¢ upwards. 
The majority of distributors and larger exhibitors believe this is the 
only way to hold up the price structure. 

Another thing which will be advocated, when the tax alignment 
comes up for revision, will be a plea that all exemptions be eliminated, 
although congressmen thus far have indicated they were afraiu to 
mention churches or schools specifically. They will do this by flatly 
lifting any exemptions, with no mention of any class or group. 








Omaha Meets 10% Tax Situation 
y lilting Matinees; Figures on 2c 


Differential to Defray New Setup 


Omaha, July 2. 
Omaha theatres are meeting the 


new tax situation in different ways. | 


The Tri-States outfit (Orpheum and 
Omaha) are adding 5c to the matinee 
price, and a straight 10% or 4c to the 
night prices. It was explained that 
the afternoon tax will meet the Gov- 
ernment requirements with 3c and 
the other 2c will be for the expenses 
incurred by the theatre in providing 
a handling setup. 

The 20 neighborhood theatres, in- 


cluding the Goldberg and the Epstein | 
will | 


groups, and the independents, 
add a straight 10% to the admission 
and let it go at that. 

The Brandeis, Mort Singer’s house, 
is simpiy sticking on the tax to the 
admission price. 

All operators agreed that the 
houses could not afford to absorb the 
tax as has been done at various times 
previously. 

So far. no squawks from the pub- 
lic. 


Theatres Just Passing 
Tax on to the Public 


In the vast majority of cases, the- 
atres, chain and independent, are re- 
maining at the same scales as in the 
past, with the 10% tax passed on to 
the public. Within five days of being 
forced lay plans for the coliec- 
tion of the tax, which went into ef- 
fect July 1 (Monday), theatre oper- 
ators were quick to consider the ad- 
visability of being careful not to 
create public resentment by increas- 
ing admissions even a couple of 
cents. Tax law passed last Wednes- 
day (26) 

Meetings were held among the 
major chains for agreement on pol- 
icy and also by independent exhib- 
itor associations, with the 
derant opinion being that it would be 
unwise now ‘to try to get more money 
at the b.o. through the expediency 
of the 10% tax starting at 2lc. It also 
was the general agreement that the- 


to 


prepon- 


atres now charging 25c would not 
drop to 20c, which is tax-free, al- 
though in chain circles it was said 


that some houses may bring 25c kid 
prices down to the 20c ceiling. This 
is being pondered and may be placed 


into effect by the coming weekend, 
with kids now out of school for the 
summer 

It is believed some independents 
may reduce a nickel to get to 20c, 
but pointed out that in such cases 
the question of clearance enters into 
the matter since the 30c exhib up 
front will be getting 33c, and more 


than that where there is a state t 
to also be added. 
Wood Discusses Problem 

Pete Wood, exhibitor leader of the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio, who was in New York last 
week and discussed the tax problem 
with major heads, pointed up the en- 
larged difference that would be cre- 
ated if one exhib cuts his scale and 


aX 


the other fellow, ahead of him on 
alm, doesn’t. This is particularly 
‘rue in Ohio, where a state tax is 


being collected now on all 
$1ons 

Wood has recommended to 
members of the ITO of Ohio that no 
theatre should attempt to absorb the 
tax, but reported in other parts of 
= hg uniry that trade associations 
“ve suggested that perhaps it would 

‘Continued on page 19) 


admis- 


the , 





|. “All This’ in Release 





Los Angeles, July 2. 

| Warners will issue ‘All This and 
| Heaven Too’ on general release, ef- 
| fective July 13. 

Roadshow tryout here and in a 
| few other spots convinced WB execs 
| that- picture failed to measure up to 
| roadshow calibre at advanced prices, 
| but OK on the regular runs, 





EXTRA WEEK’S 


CLEARANCE ON 
Be SCALES 


Minneapolis, July 2. 
All theatres here—Paramount, Sin- 


ger and independents—are passing 
the new admission taxes along to 
the public. Inasmuch as vast ma-| 


jority charge 25c and more, the new 

taxes are proving of vital concern. 
The 25c neighborhood spots, going 

to 28c, including tax, will urge that 








BOAMAN FRANKLY 
ARO 8.0. VIEWa 


Veteran Theatre Manager 
Impatient with Price-Jus 
gling—Favors Cuts Rather 
Than” .osts for Some Fil 
Pros 


™IGLIC ILL-WILL 


Tom Gorman, vet theatre man, 
now head of the Chicago division of 
RKO theatres, currently in Nev 
York for home office powwows on 
the new 10% tax structure, is out- 
spoken in lief that not only 


should sho ‘orget any delu- 


< 


sions a’ dmission scales, 
but it e to revise them 
down 1 points to War- 
ners’ “his, and Heaver 
Too,’ played at upped 
prices » of his houses, and 
adds that possibly even a ‘Gone With 
the Wi.” opening cold _ today, 


céuldn’t get away with the 75c and 
$1.10 scale idea that ‘Heaven’ has 
tried to emulate. 

At regular prices, ‘Heaven’s’ some- 
thing else again. But Gorman Says, 
‘I just told the other RKO managers 
and theatre people that it’s as falla- 
cious an idea to juggle admission 
prices as it would be for a clothier 
to charge $75 for a well-fitting suit 
one day, and a month later the same 
customer comes back and you try to 
charge him the same 75 bucks for a 
pair of overalls, 

‘It’s no different with pictures. 
And if a lousy B picture comes 
along, it’s comparable to the overalls 
and prices should be cut. On the 
other hand, for quality films, main- 
tain your 75c scale. But don’t try to 
boost it suddenly to $1.10 when an 
extraordinarily good picture should 
hit you once every six months. By 
the same token, you’d have to cut 
downwards every other week, prac- 
tically, to readjust prices with some 
of the poor quality product.’ 

Though there is division of thought 
on the matter, and basically ¢t 
theory is regarded as sound, that a 
good picture should get a higher ad- 
than a poor the 


ne 


mission one, ma- 


| jority opinion in the trade is, there’s 


they be given an additional week’s 
clearance over the 20c spots which 
ire unaffected. Most of the ex- 
*hanges here appear favorable to 
such a clearance increase, 

For the present matinee prices— 
15c at houses charging 28c at night— 
will not be changed. There is a be-| 
lief among many of the exhibitors 


the prices should be advanced 
feel, 
and 
great 
for a 


that se 


a 


at least because, they 
matinee 
be too 


call 


nickel 
the 
night 
and 


boost 


AFOE ORGANIZING 
FILM DISTRIB HELP 


spread between 
admissions will 


because conditions 


t parato to orgal g the 
ffice hel; 1d bookers of all the 
MINT $ excnange the American 
Federatio of Office Employees, 
which alreadv } a contract with 
Universal in New York, has held 


+ 


several meetings during the past two 


+} 


| ° 
his 


danger in creating public ill-will if 
this became a practice, One top dis- 
tributor official even expressed the 
opinion that the public shouldn't be 


expected to pay more than the estab- 
lished scale of the theatres. 
The average exhibitor takes a 


similar view when it comes to rentals 
which dictate the manner in which 
theatre must be operated, the 
price that he must get, etc. His com- 


| plaint is that the distributors are 
getting higher rentals than they 
should on the flops, so why should 
more be demanded when.a sock ist 
be played? This the sq vk 
percentage picture and 

figures set for the top pi 

the exhib believing that yuld 
be permitted to earn more n the 
hits than he does to make up for the 
‘dogs’ that have been played, and 
which, nm most eases, adj tment 
have to be fought fol! 

with other: Discussions with WS 


weeks with distributor representa- 
tives. 

The union is continuing negotia- 
tions and reports that satisfactory 
nrogress is being made toward first | 
setting up contracts to cover the 

lbany (N. Y.) branches. Consider- 


able preliminary organizing has been 


going on in Albany for several 
months now. In the event of organ- 
izing the exchanges of all the dis- 
tributors there, the AFOE plans 
moving on to other branch centers. 

Following certification by Wash- 
ington as the accredited bargaining 
agent for office help in the ex- 
changes, the union, Local 10290, 


affiliated with the American Federa- 
1 negotiations 
ith Wa 1 Bro nN. Y it not 


tion of Labor, inceptes 


U 


relate not only to the N. Y. exchange 


of the company but its home office 
and warehouse as well 
The AFOE has a contract with U 


covering its home office and branch 


in N. Y. which runs until next 
February. It includes bookers in its 
membership, which accounts for the 
arbitration of the case involvir the 
dismissal in April of Sam Phillip 
U's head booker 

Two arbiters for U and two for th 


union havin’ been unable to reach a 
fifth, neutral arbitratoi 


decision, a 

has been appointed by the courts so 
that a majority opinion can be ob- 
tained. A formal hearing of the five 
arbiters will probably be held within 
a week 


SAG Will Recognize 


Pickets on Coast, 


| 
| 








af 
sa 


a 


ural f'- “any 


Warners’ Talent Roster 


Hollywood, July 2. 





closes 62 stars and featured players 
drawing regular salaries. 
Burbank lot also has 44 writers, 17 


Agu 


| directors and eight dialog directors 
on its roster. 


CANADA, LIKE 
“ULS., 70-309, 
FOR SOLOS 


Theatre public 


in Canadian key 
cities prefers single features, Va- 
RIETY’S poll shows, 70% being for 
solo bills and 30% for duals. As 


|/in previous U. S. findings, the ex- 


a] 
ac 
+ 


i 


- _ | the American 
New contract list at Warners dis- | Employees 


Office Workers 
Says Somerset: 


Strike in 3d Week 


2. 


Hollywood, July 

Central Casting strike passed into 
the third week with producers and 
Federation of Office 
as far apart on wages, 
hours and working conditions after 


|almost daily sessions. Major im- 
passe is the question of overtime for 
casting directors. Elma Goodwin, 
| AFOE head, said that if no agree- 
;ment is reached today she would 
‘order all studios picketed tomor- 
row (Wednesday). Pat Somerset, 
Screen Actors Guild exec, said 


picket lines would be recognized by 


actors if all entrances are covered. 
Prexy Ralph Morgan, of SAG, 
has circ larized members with a 


plea ‘for more loyalty and less gos- 
sip. If you can’t prove it shut up’ 
was gist of his communique. 


SAG leaders are aroused “y re- 


;ports that one of its execs aided in 


| hibitors in Canada also hope for 
singles to return but see _ small} 
chance of accomplishing it under 


| Palace, 


present setup. Others are outspoken 
in favor of dualing ‘simply because 
their patrons seemingly prefer two 
features. {This winds up the sur- 
vey on dualing]. 

Thus, J. B. Barron, manager of 
Grand, Calgary, says he _ favors 
double features and thinks his pa- 
trons do, Pete Egan, manager of 
Famous Players. circuit 
house, me city, is strongly for 
duals, pointing to a poll of his cus- 
tomers which showed 65% in favor 
of them and their continuance. 

However, in Regina, the. exhibs 
| lean towards eliminating duals. H. 
A. Bercowich, manager of Rex, 
there, states: ‘Double features are a 


~ ry 


JA 


necessity only to a great majority 
of theatre-going public who became 


accustomed to entertainment in 
double doses during depression years 


and who still demand that fare. As 
long as the exhibitor is forced to 
buy 60% of his product which is 
ynly suitable fOr second features 
there will be duals. Since there is 


1 demand for two pictures, this gives 


him a chance to slough them off.’ He 
believed the only way to eliminate 
double bills would be for the pro- 


(Continued on page 16) 


BIOFF MISSES OUT 
ON CLEMENCY PLEA 


July 2 


Chicago, 


Hearing on new application for 
writ of habeas corpus for Willie Bi- 
ff, Coa exec of the International 
Alliance I Theatrical Stage I 
pl eS. Wa Dp tpons j last week 

igvoO Ju tice Jol n pP I i! r 
I > Cr 11 Court 
B Yt ha een in tl sridewell 
2 Ap 15 erving out a 

) enter y? arg oI pa I 

, 10 I f 1 entenced 1 
1999 

Missed the Boat 
T 9 


Springfield, IIL, July 2. 
Robert Phillips, chief clerk of the 


Illinois Pardon and Parole Board, 
tated this week that William Bioff 
has lost all chance to cbtain re- 
lease from a 22-year-old pandering 


conviction through clemency. 
Phillips said Bioff's application for 


clemency had been continued until 
Oct. 7 because of the prisoner’s fail- 
to complete technical require- 
ments for the petition. Bioff is 
I ed for September release 
ifter returning to jail in April to 
finish the old six months’ sentence. 
*hillips. said the applicaticn could 
have been docketed for hearing July 
9 if Bioff had fulfilled legal require- 
ments for three weeks of newspaper: 
advertising and notification of prin 
il 
"PX 


| He remains as counsel for the L. A 


the preparation 
‘preferréd’ extras 
gorically denied. 

Resignation of I. B. Kornblum as 
executive secretary of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists was accept- 
ed by the board Monday (1) night. 


119 
cate- 


blacklisting 
which 


1s 


chapter after receiving a confidence 
vote and thanks of the board for his 
organization work. Kornblum ’s 
withdrawal is in line with retrench- 
ment policy. 

The IATSE was made defendant in 
a $250,000 damage suit filed in Su- 


| perior court by 10 expelled members 


| charged 


iried, and 


growing out o: IA scrap with United 
Studio Technicians Guild and latter’s 
subsequent dissolution. Alliance is 
with ‘guilt of oppression, 
fraud, malice and wrongful acts, and 
conspiracy to deprive them of liveli- 
hood.’ 

I. Robert Broder, counsel for 
Artists Representatives Association 
of New York, is reporting favorable 
reaction in all cities visited on a 
move to give his organization na- 
tional status. Meetings here are con- 


cerned with bringing Coast agents 
and film bookers into the group. 
Meetings ‘iave been called for both 
Chicago and Frisco, following 


Broder’s visit, looking to early action 
on proposed linking of organization, 


Dropping 2,000 Extras 
Approximateiy 2,000 extras are 
cheduled to be dropped by the 
Screen Actors Guild Aug. 1 under a 


4 


new ruling which eliminates one-day 


work permits and provides for the 
suspension of players who fall 90 
days behind in dues. New pruning 
order was announced as being in 
line with policy of the SAG to elim- 
inate occasional extras from indus- 
try and provide more jobs for regu- 


lars who depend upon the picture 
business for a livelihood 

In announcing the new move, Ken- 
neth Thomson, SAG executive - 
retary, stated 

‘Our present adjustment and 
leniency policy is clearly incor t- 
‘nt with our expre i I n of 
reducing the number of sual xtra 
nlaye in tl nd ry By revising 
that poli no nd ubstituting 

1; much more stringent rul f in 

bring about a sharp decrease in our 
Ci B membership Thu yur 
problem of spreading } ll be 
cut.’ 

Simultaneously, the SAG 
nounced that extra calls into Cen- 
tral Casting Corp. for jobs will be 


limited to one in each 15-minute pe- 
that the Guild will 
discrimination 


state j 


not permit unfair 


against any member or group of 
players. This announcement was 


tinterpreted to mean that ban on 119 


top-money extras at Central Casting, 


as well as ban on extras with rela- 
tives en: ‘loyed in Central Bureau, 
will be iminated 

Folle ing a conference between a 
comm tee representing the 119 
extra. and a committee appointed by 
the SAG board of directors, the fol- 
lo sing announcement was issued by 
tr board 


fhe Sx reen 


srectors 


Actors Guild board of 
and never will 


unfair diserimina- 


never has 


ountenance ny 


("ry . ym 9 Fir) 
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Fave Wife, $30,000, Hope-Vaude, 
$20,000, Pull L. A. Out of Dumps; 
‘New Moon’ Is Bright At $26,700 


Los Angeles, July 2 | 
(Best Exploitation: Chinese) 

After getting away to a good start 
currently, a number of the first-runs 
bogged down over the weekend and 
hit disappointing low figures. Only 
pictures holding strong are ‘Ghost 
Breakers’ and ‘My Favorite Wife.’ 

Holdovers include ‘Brother Orchid,’ 
at the Warner Downtown and Holly- 
wood, and ‘Lost Horizon,’ at the Ha- 
waii. ‘My Favorite Wife’ opened 
auspiciously at the RKO and Pan- 
tages. ‘Wind’ is again at the United 
Artists, where earlier in year it hung 
up very profitable grosses. Long- 
run holdovers include ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too,’ at Carthay, and ‘Our 
Town,’ at Four Star, both doing sat- 
isfactory. 

F-WC exploitation staff worked 
overtime to arouse interest in ‘New 
Moon’ and efforts are being reflected 
at the boxoffice. Fashion show was 
staged by Hollywood Guild at the 
Victor Hugo restaurant that drew 
heavily. Other stunts included 20,- 
900 street heralds, Jumbo telegrams, 
records, tieups with beauty shops, 
sporting goods, jewelry, department 
and music stores, florists, pipe shops, 
stationery and saddlery stores, cafes, 
etc. Two traveling trucks also 
helped ballyhoo. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 83- 
1.10-1.65) —‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (3rd 
wk.). Getting only weak biz cur- 
rently, after second stanza brought 
okay $9,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75) —‘New Moon’ (M-G) 
and ‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G) dual. | 
Should hit good $12,000, aided by ex- 
cellent exploitation. Last week, six 








days, ‘Earthbound’ (20th). and ‘40 
Mothers’ (M-G), brutal $4,000. | 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- | 
65)—Brother Orchid’ (WB) and | 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U) dual (2d wk.). 
Weak $4,000 on six-day h.o., after 
grinding out good $8,400 on first 


seven days. | 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-40- | 
§5)—Our Town’ (UA) (2d wk).| 
Poor $3.200 after first week’s $4,800, | 
as predicted. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-40-55- 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and “Tomboy’ 
(Mono) (2d wk). Reissue strong | 
and drawing many new customers. | 
Should easily hit $3,200, after first | 
week’s biy $4,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55) 
—Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Sandy 
Lady’ (U) (2d wk). Looks like 
$4,500 on six days, after big $8,800 
first week. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and 
Patrol’ (U). Opened about on par 
with ‘Awful Truth’ and should wind 
up with terrific $16,000. Last week, 
‘Irene’ (RKO), second week, and 
‘Babies Sale’ (Col), good $4,900. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55- 
75)—Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and 
stage show. Combination of Paulette 
Goddard and Bob Hope on screen 
and Matty Malneck ork heading 
stage show, pulling for big $20,000, 
insuring holdover. Last week, ‘Sa- 
fari’ (Par) and vaude, around $18,- 
000 on nine days. 

RKO (RKO) 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Enemy 
Agent’ (U). Plenty of hilarity and 
excellent exploitation heading 
one for big $14,000. Last week, 
‘Trene’ (RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Pass- 
port Alcatraz’ (Col), very good 


75) | 


‘Ski 


$5.100. 
30- | 


State (Loew’s-F-WC) 
40-55-75) —‘New Moon’ 
‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G). Should 
have easy time reaching $14,700, 
which is big in light of recent takes 
Last week, new low established on 
six days of ‘Earthbound’ (20th) and 
*40 Mothers’ (M-G). brutal $4,800. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
83-1.10-1.65)—“Wind’ (M-G) (repeat 
run). Not so many customers are 
still willing to pay advanced price 
for ‘Wind’ and return engagement 
Jooks disappointing. Last week (30- 
0-55), ‘Four Sons’ (20th) and 
san God’ (M-G). weak $2.900. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55) 
—‘Earthbound’ (20th) and ‘Four 
Sons’ (20th). Moveover of ‘Earth- 
bound’ and holdover of ‘Four Sons’ 
not proving draw combination and 
best in sight meagre $2,300. Last 
week, ‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Susan 
God’ (M-G), okay $5,300. 


Scribe Sues Ratoff | 


Los Angeles, July 2. 

Gregory Ratoff is defendant in a 
breach of contract suit brought by 
William Bowers in Superior court 
demanding $4,536, 

Bowers charges he was hired for 
one year to write screen material for 
Ratoff last April at $110 a week, but 
was lopped off the vayroli May 31. 


(2,414: 
(M-G) and 





| ‘Tear Gas’ (WB), mild $5,400. 


| Last week, ‘Ski Patrol’ (U) and ‘La- 


(2.872; 30-40-55)— | 


this 


‘Su- | 








Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
ts OOO «4 ov kccsaeus $227,700 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
i ND 6 os ees k vanes $222,000 
(Based on 11 theatres) 











MORTAL STORM? 
FINE $15,000 





INBUFF. 


| 
| 


Buffalo, July 2. | 


Buffalo b.o.s are staging a sub. | 
stantial comeback currently, with 
continued cool weather playing a 
major part in the bulge. New pass- 
port requirements for Canadian visi- 
tors is barring much of the extra 
business which formerly came here | 
Dominion Day (1) and July 4, but 
takings for the current frame are 





‘Turnabout’ (UA). 


| pect only $2,500, terrible. 


‘Gangs’ Plus Stage Unit 


Big $6,000 in Seattle 





Seattle, July 2. 
The Paramount and Palomar, close 
together alphabetically, are closest 
together this week in grosses. 
‘Our Town’ is the reason at the 
former: vaude at the latter. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Four Sons’ (20th), 
moveover from Orpheum, and ‘La 
Conga Nights’ (U), ditto from Fifth 
Avenue. Looking for only $1,500, 
weak. Last week ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) (seventh week) okay con- 
sidering long run at $1,700. 

Coliseum ‘(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Cyclops’ (Par) and 


‘40 Mothers’ (M-G), second run, plus | 


GHOST, $8,000, 


Louis-Godoy fjght. Looks slow at 
$1,800. Last week ‘Johnny Apollo’ 
(20th) and ‘Viva Cisco Kid ’(20th) 
(2d run), quiet $1,700. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Mortal Storm’ and 
‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). Indicate good 
$5.200. Last week ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
(M-G) and ‘La Conga’ (U), second 
week, slow $3,100. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1.650; 21-32-42)— 


500, good. and h.o.’s. Last week 
‘Lone Wolf Lady’ 
Sea’ (UA), $3,400, slow. 

Music Box 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Ghost 
(Par) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ 
Moved from Paramount. 
good $2,200. Last week ‘Safari’ (Par) 
and ‘Adventuress’ (20th), mild $1,900. 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42) — ‘Lucky Cisco’ 
(20th) and ‘Queen Mob‘ (Par). Ex- 
Last week 
‘Four Sons ’(20th) and ‘Anything but 
Love’ (U), $4,100, fair. 


: Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-32- 
strongly on the up side none the! 49)--Gangs Chicago’ (Rep) and 
less. | Berni Vici’s “Comedie Francaise’ 

Tax increases all around beginning | unit. Latter pulling bie $6,000. Last 


this week are not noticeably affect- | 
ing the markers so far. | 
Estimates for This Week | 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— ' 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). Despite 
sombre hue, showing real tugging 
power. Nice $15,000. Last week, | 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par), punchy $13,- 
400. 
Great Lakes (Shea) 
—‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th) 


(3,000; 35-55) | 


and ‘Queen | 


of Mob’ (Par). Riding toward good 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Our Town’ (UA) 


and ‘Gambling Seas’ (WB), fine $10,- | 
000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 20-45)—‘Ghost 
Breakers’ (Par) and ‘Torrid Zone’ | 
(WB) (2d run). Moveover and sec- 
ond-run hitting fast clip at $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Way Flesh’ (Par) and 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) (2d run). After limping along 
for couple of months with indifferent 
duals, house with this second-run 
bill will bang out amazing $9,600. 


Conga Nights’ (U), lagged along at 
under $4,500. 


20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000: 


30-40) — ‘Divorcement’ (RKO) and} 
‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (8 days). Very | 
thin takings at $5,000. Last week, | 
‘Women War’ (Rep) and ‘Grandpa 


Town’ (Rep) (5 days), poor $4,000. 


Summer B.0. in Denver; 


‘New Moon’ Nice $11,300 


Denver, July 2. 


first-runs is as 


Business in 


+} 
we 


good as can be expected this time 
of year. 
‘New Moon’ and ‘Florian.’ at Or- 


pheum, are copping the big money, 
and ‘Ghost Breakers,’ at Denham, is 
| very satisfactory in second week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40) 
‘Doctor Wife’ (Col), after week at 
Denver. Fair $3,000. Last week. 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB), after week at 
Denver, fair $3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) 
—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Can’t 


Fool Wife’ (M-G), after week at Or- 
|pheum. Fair $2,000 Last 


| (3.039: 


| (RKO) 
|} second run, $1,900, okay. 


‘NEW MOON BIG 


| week ‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and ‘King 


Lumberjacks’ (WB), plus vaude, $4,- 

200, good, 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 

27-37-42)—‘Our Town’ (UA9 


|and ‘Girl 313’ (20th). Getting $5,800, 
| good. 


Last week ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par), sec- 


|'ond week, fair $3,700. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) 


(Col) and ‘Dark Command’ 
(second run), slow $1,500. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32—Strange Cargo’ (M-G) 
‘Alias Deacon’ (U) (second run). In- 


(Rep) 


Headed for $4.- | 





| 
} 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| 





(Col) and ‘Saps | 


(Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
Breakers’ | 
(Par). | 
Looking to | 





| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


(800: 21-32 )—- | 


No Laughs in Philly, So B.0.'s Glum: 


Town Poor $11,000, Ditto 


Sons, 12146 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
i, eee $1,408,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 169 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, including 

N. Z,) 

Total Gross Same Week 
FPP TT $1,267,500 

(Based on 26 cities, 154 theatres) 





| 





«. 


Free attractions on the Benijiam 
Franklin Parkway and the Schvv1- 
| kill river, staged by the city in honor 

of the visiting G.O.P. delegates 


| Philadelphia, July 2 
} 


on 
the tag end of last week, put a crim; 
into downtown b.o.’s. More 

| 500,000 people watched the 
mers’ Parade and the Schuvy!ici}) 
Regatta draw off many poientia) 
theatre patrons, 


hye 
than 


Mum- 


C- 





FORTE IN 
LVILLE 


tor in keeping b.o.’s down. Only 
laugh provoker—almost a musi in 
these times—is the holdover, second 
run ‘My Favorite Wife,’ at Keith's. 

Four new films make their bow-in 
this sesh and all are netting below 
par grosses. They are ‘Four Sons.’ 
at Fox; ‘Biscuit Eater,’ at Kar)ton: 
‘Our Town,’ at Stanley, and ‘I Was 
an Adventuress,’ at Stanton. ‘Bis- 
cuit Eater’ and ‘Our Town’ are par- 
ticularly weak. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 32-42-57) 

—Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) ‘2d run) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| Lack of comedy pix is also a f; 
| 
| 
| 





omer | Snagging profitable $3,900 Last 
ors | week, “Typhoon’ (Par), mediccre 
Louisville, July 2. _.! $3.500 for nine days. 
Film row’s outlook currently is Boyd (WB) (2,560; 32-42-57-68) — 
running the gamut from good to| ‘Susan’ (M-G) (2d wk). Dual csech 
poor. 


Summer opera at Iroquois Amphi- 
theatre, with a capacity of 3,500, is 
putting a dent in theatre b.o., while 
night baseball, marking up a Friday 
night (26) attendance of 12,000, plus 
numerous amateur softball games 
are all making the gaing rather 
rough for exhibitors in the down- 
town area. 

Kentucky, Switow Bros. down- 
town subsequent, which has been 
closed since June 10 for alterations, 
:s scheduled to open today (Tues- 
day). Enlarged main floor will give 
house an increase of 400 seats. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)-——Turnabout’ (UA) 
and ‘21 Days’ (Col). N. s. h. on 
moveover from Loew’s State. Light 
$1.500. Last week, “Mortal Storm’ 


; (M-G) and ‘Phantom Raider’ (M-G), 


‘Benny Rides’ (Par) and ‘Farmer’s 
Daughter’ (Par) (2d run). See $2,- | 
| 200, good. Last week ‘Husbands’ | 


and | 


dicate okay $2,000. Last week ‘Irene’ | 


and ‘Divorcement’ (RKO), 





$16,000 IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, July 2. 


trons. Indications are for fair $6,- | 
500. Last week. ‘Turnabout’ (M-G) | 
and ‘21 Days’ (Col), good $8,000. 

| Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; | 
15-30-40) —‘Gambling High Seas’ 
| (WB) and ‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB). 
Will probably tally $2,500, mild. 
| Last week, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB), 


State and Hipp have a monopoly | 


on all the current biz, former being 
especially good with. ‘New Moon.’ 
Hipp doesn’t have a socko in ‘Four 
Sons,’ but is batting above average. 


‘Anne Windy Poplars’ is merely a 
filler-inner for Palace, which is sav- 
ng its bullets for next week’s vaude 


toplined by Red Skelton 


McDaniel. 
Estimates for This Week 


and Hattie 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB). Moveover 
is satisfactory at $3,000, lots better, 
in fact, than flock of first-run B’s 
house is trying to wash off. Last 
week, ‘Chan’s Cruise’ (20th), was 
torpedoed with only $500 in four 


days, with ‘Earthbound’ (20th) grab- 


| bing ordinary $1,200 in three days. 


week, 
‘Susan’ (M-G) and ‘Curtain Call’ 
(RKO), fair $2,500, after week at 
Orpheum. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 9%5-35- 
40 )}—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) (2d wk) 
Fair $6,600. Last week, plenty 

| strong $12,000. ; 
| Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40) —' 


‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Sandy Lady’ 
(U). Fair $7,500. Last week. ‘Doc- 
tor Wife’ (Col) and ‘21 Days’ (Col). 
good $9,000, 

Orpheum (RKO) 


(2,600; 25-35-40) 


—New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Florian’ 
(M-G). Nice $11,300. Last week. 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Can't 


Fool Wife’ (RKO), n.g. $8.700. 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 25-40)— 
*‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Wagons West- 


| ward’ (Rep). Fair $3,500. Last week. 


‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th) 
venturess’ (20th), ditto. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Torrid 


and ‘Ad- 


Zone’ (WB), after week at each Den- | 


ver and Aladdin, and ‘Fugitive Jus- 
tice’ (WB). Fair $1,700. Last week. 
‘Over Moon’ (UA), after week at 
each Denver and Aladdin, and ‘On 


| Spot’ (Mono), same. 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
33)—La Conga Nights’ (U) and 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep) (2d run). 
Excellent $2,300 in sight. Last week, 
‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep) and ‘Ski 
Patrol’ (U), okay $1,000 for three 


Ua 


Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 


‘Midnight’ (Par) and ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ (Par) (reissues), Spot fluctu- 
ating so much in policy that nothing 
more than $2,100 seems likely. Last | 
week, ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO) 
ind ‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA) (2d 
run), $2,000, mild. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42- 


95)—'Four Sons’ (20th). War films 
not so popular here, but getting nice 


$10,500. Last week, ‘Brother Orchid’ | 


(WB), a little weak, $9,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3.200; 30-35-42-55) 
—Anne Windy Populars’ 
On the red side, $6,000. Being cut to 
six days to move up opening 
vaude to July 4th. Last week, ‘21 
Days’ (Col), $7,000, fairish. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450; 30-35-42-55) 
—New Moon’ (M-G). 
miserably rainy spell, 
pull is surprising. - Biggest 
opening since ‘Rebecca’ and growing 
so smartly that big $16,000 looks 
sure. Last week, 
(Par). good $13,000. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972: 30-35-42- 


tune-show’s 


(RKO), | 
of | 


thin $1,600. 
Loew's State 
30-40) 
MacDonald and Nelson Eddy musi- 
cal below expectations, 
factors in the slow pace may be live 
talent operettas at Iroquois, draw- 
ing heavily on musically-minded pa- 


(Loew's) (3.100; 15- 


second week, fairish $2,700. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 15- 


‘New Moon’ (M-G). Jeanette | 


Probable | 


for Crawford-March starrer dipping 


to poor $8,900. Opening turn hefty 
$15,000. ‘New Moon’ 





opens ioday 

(Tues.). : 
Earle (WB) (2,350: 75-1.14) — 
“Heaven Too’ (WB) (3d wk). Wind- 


ing up its stay at roadshow prices 
with fair $12,000 for third round. 
Second week’s take was $15,106. 
‘Safari’ (Par) opens Friday ‘¢5). 
Prices go back to normal with 68&e¢ 
top. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68) — 
‘Four Sons’ (20th). War theme poor 
money-maker. N.s.h. $12.300. Last 
week, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) grabbed 
| nice $14,900. 
| Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
| — ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par). Dog drama 
| no soap here. Pulled after five days 
with a poor $2,100. ‘Brother Orchia’ 
| (WB) opened yesterday (Mon.) 
| Keith’s (1,970; 32-42-57-68) 
vorite Wife’ (RKO) (2d run) 
wk). Proves John Q. Public wants 
laughs. Socko $4,500 after fifth week 
in midcity. First week of second 
run here brought terrific $6,800 
| Stanley (WB) (2,916: 32-42-57-68) 
¥—Our Town’ (UA). Folksy dri 


‘Fa- 


(2d 


Ma 
netting poor $11,000, despite praise 
by crix. Last week, ‘Morial Storm’ 

| (M-G), likewise no worldbeater with 


$9,200 for second term. 

| Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57) — 
‘Adventuress’ (20th). Just fair $4,109. 
Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th), 
bright $4,400 for second week of «ub- 
sequent run showing, 


KAYE’S ORCH OK 
24,000 IN DET. 


Detroit, J 2 
Grosses are holding up here 1 





30-40)—Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and 
‘Queen Mob’ (Par). Setting a lively 
pace. Looks like very good $8,000 
Last week, ‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Bis- 
cuit Eater’ (Par), medium $6,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40 )—‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th) and 
‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th) Hardly | 
potent enough to promise better than | 
lightweight $2,500. Last week, ‘All 
Flesh’ (Par) and ‘Love, Honor’ (U), 
mild $2,600 


‘NEW MOON’ OK $7,500 
FRI’ 66, IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, July 2. 
‘New Moon’ is setting a nice pace 
at Loew’s Palace, any MacDonald- 
Eddy opus being a natural in these 


parts. ‘Florian’ is proving a frail 
draw at the Warner. ‘His Girl Fri-| 
day,’ at New Malco, should come 
close enough to ‘New Moon’ to sat- 
isfy. ‘Front Page’ switch got nice 
campaign and rave notices all round. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (2.600: 
33-44) Kildare’s Case’ (M-G), four 
days; ‘Girl 313’ (M-G), two days. 
House will be lucky to nab $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Susan’ (M-G), $6,000. 


good. 


(Loew's) 10- 


Warner (Warner) (2,300: 10-33-44) 

‘Florian’ (M-G). Austrian hoss ro- 
mance in for bad beating, maybe 
down to $2,500. Last week, ‘40 
Mothers’ (M-G) split with ‘Gam- 
| bling Seas’ (WB), $3,500. weakish. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800: 10- 
| 03-44)—‘Girl Friday’ (Col). Steady 
| patronage may plug this one along 
to good $6,000. Last week, ‘Dark 
Command’ (Rep), $4,300. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10- 
33-44)—"New Moon’ (M-G). New 


| version of operetta good for $7,500. 


Considering | 


Friday | 


Last week, ‘Divorcement’ (RKO) 
split with ‘Earthbound’ (20th), $2,000. 
terrible. 


Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
| 33)—Shooting High’ (20th), three 


55)—‘Ghost-Breakers’ (Par).\. Con- 
tinuing good work here at $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G), | 
h.o., fine $6,000, , 


| days; ‘Husbands’ (Cdl) (2d run), two 
‘Ghost Breakers’ | 


days; ‘Can’t Give But Love’ (U), two 
days. Looks like good $2,100. Last 
week, ‘Those Were Days’ (Par) and 
‘Lion Has Wings’ (UA), three days: 
‘Queen Mob’ (Par), two days: ‘Old 
Missouri’ (Rep), two days, $1,800, 
okay. : 








good summer average, with the cta 
shows continuing to flag best b<« 

Again this week the Fox, ith 
Sammy Kaye’s orch, is accounting 
for the healthiest grab. It follows a 
week of Glenn Miller, who built 
steadily, despite huge free air shows 
which took care of 15,0C0 Mille r fans 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 30-46) 
‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep) and ‘Wagons 
| Westward’ (Rep). Poor $4,500. Last 
week ‘Mad Men Europe’ ‘Col) and 
‘Girls Road’ (Col), okay $5,500. 
| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 
55) —‘Earthbound’ (20th) and Sammy 
Kase’s band on stage. Heading for 
good $24,000. Last week ‘Sandy 
Lady’ (U) and Glenn Miller ort 
| fine $35,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.60 
30-40-55 )—‘Susan’ (M-G) and ‘Phan- 
tom Raiders’ (M-G). Steady biz 
promises good $13.500. Last week 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Those 
Days’ (Par), choice $14,000 

Palms-State (United Detroii 3,- 
000: 30-40-55)—‘Biscuit Eater’ «Par) 
and ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (24d 1 


Latter picture moved over fro 

Michigan, and bill looks for good 
$9,000. Last week ‘Brother Orchid’ 
(WB) and ‘Trene’ (RKO), combina- 


tion of first-runs from Michigan and 
United Artists, all right at $7,000 
United Artists (United Detroit) (2.- 
000: 30-40-55) —‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
'and ‘Opened Mistake’ (Par) ‘2d wk). 
This pair held over for an estimated 
| $7,000, after good $11,000 last week 





Brisson’s Remake 


Hollywood, July 2 
Carl Brisson is en route from Lon- 
don to Canada, where he wil! 
his starring role in Associate Br.tsh 
remake of ‘The Manxman.’ 
Later he may go to New Yor! fer 
stage appearances, and theres & 


oy 


re pes 


chance he may star in his Le 
revue, ‘Wonder Bar of 19840." 
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No Spark to Chi B.0.; ‘Scandals’ 
Lifts ‘Safari to $35,000, ‘Storm’ 
Nice $10,000, ‘Girls’-Calloway, 166 


| Orchid’ (WB) (2d run). 
| $4,000. Last week, ‘21 Days’ (Col), 
same figure. 





Chicago, July 2. 

There is a leveling of activity 
around all the theatres and it is the 
rare attraction these days that hap- 
pens to whirl the wicket at a real 
ace. Something has happened in 
fre exploitation and exhibition field 
to remove a certain excitement from 
the selling of pictures. Entire ex- 
hibition scheme has become drab 
and uninteresting, and this dullness 
is reflected in the boxoffice reaction. 

Best mark of the loop is again be- 
ing turned in by the 4,000-seat Chi- 
cago, which is riding into coin on 
‘Safari’ and a high-cost stage show, 
George White’s ‘Scandals.’ | 

Oriental reduces prices with the) 
current week, slicing the morning | 
and afternoon to 30c and 40c, as) 
against previous 35¢ and 55c, but re- | 
tains the 65c evening mark. This; 
last figure is demanded by the film | 
companies for first-run product here. | 
House is marking up a good session | 
currently, primarily on the stage ap- | 
pearance of the Larry Clinton band. | 

Two new entries in the fiéld are | 





‘Mortal Storm’ and “Turnabout,’ both and good advance sale went for 


of which look for comfortable 
grosses at the Roosevelt and Apollo. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Turnabout’ (UA). GeXing word- 
of-mouth buildup and figures for 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Waterloc’ (M-G), 
finished third loop stanza to okay 
$5,200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Safari’ (Par) and George White | 
‘Scandals’ unit on stage. Healthy 
enough session in the offing at in- | 
dicated $37,000. Last week, ‘Ghost | 
Breakers’ (Par), fair $30,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Ghost Breakers’ (Par). Switched 
here from Chicago and looks for 
$4,500, so-so. Last week, ‘Four Sons’ 
(20th), mild $3,800. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 30-40-65) 
—Anne Poplars’ (RKO) and ‘Larry 
Clinton band on stage. Heading to 
satisfactory $19,000. Last week, 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) plus Bill 
Bardo band on stage, good $18,600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). War 
implications in this one getting con- 
siderable interest and looking ahead 
to $10,000, best in some time. Last 
week, ‘Torrid’ (WB), $6,300, fair for 
second loop ride. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
*Two Girls’ (M-G) and Cab Callo- 
way band on stage. Good $16,000. 
Last week, Major Bowes unit on 
stage built ‘Flight Angels’ (M-G) to 
bright $17,800. 

United Artists (B&K) 
55-65-75)—‘Susan’ (M-G) 
Holding to $6,500, good, 
take of $10,700 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 75-$1.10- 
$1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (23rd wk.). 
Closing week notice has been taken 
down following two attempts ito 
end run, but each ‘Final Week’ 
sign has meant sensationa! business, 
zooming last week to mighty $17,- 


000. 


(1,700; 35- 
(2d wk.). 
following 


‘New Moon’ Gets Pans 
In Wash., But Is Plenty 
Forte B.0. With $18,000 


9 


Washington, July 2. 
Metro is leading town this week 
with two big guns, one which drew 
critics‘ unanimous praise and other 
universally panned. ‘New Moon,’ 
which reviewers attempted to 
Slaughter, is out in front at Palace, 
pulling heavily despite knocks. ‘Su- 
san and God,’ which papers went for 
solidly, is a close second at Capitol, 
big Loew’s vauder. 

Above pair is too much opposi- 
tion for ‘Man Who Talked Too Much,’ 
which is wallowing in the dumps at 
the Earle, WB vauder. Rest are 
holdovers, ‘My Favorite Wife’ lead- 
ing the repeaters with strong third 
stanza at Keith’s 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
‘Susan’ (M-G) and vaude. Raves 
for pic and Sheila Barrett on stage 


holding house to solid $17,500. Last 
bee ‘Florian’ (M-G) can thank 
r 


in Tucker-Bonnie Baker for sock 
$28,000. 

columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
Edison Man’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
downtown after nice week at Capi- 
tol and will see fair $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) (2d 
run), nice $5,000. 

: Earle (WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66 )— 
Man Talked Much’ (WB) and vaude. 
Opposition is leaving this only the 
regs, which won't total over sickly 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) and vaude, good $15,500. 

: Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Holding to strong $8,000. Last weck, 
nice $12,000. 


Met (WB) (1,600: 28-44)—‘Brother 





|This, and Heaven. Too’ opened at the 
| Brandeis in the midst of one of the 


; never 


| Flesh’ are okay at the Omaha. 


| 55-75-$1.10) — ‘Heaven 


| 500. 


‘New Moon’ 


fine $18,000. 
Storm’ (T1-G) (2d wk), oke $8,000. 


“ORCHID BRINGS 





Passable 


Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)— 
(M-G). MacDonald- 
Eddy offsetting terrific pannings for 


Last week, ‘Mortal 





$9,000 IN 
OMAHA 


“ 


Omaha, July 2. 


An effective publicity campaign 


nothing Thursday (27) when ‘All 


worst rain and windstorms of the 
year. Several hundred tickets were 
picked up, but encouraging 
note is that holders called to have 
seats transferred to other nights. 

‘Brother Orchid’ and ‘Way of All 
The 
Orpheum’s ‘Safari’ and ‘Alias the 
Deacon’ are ditto. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) 
Too’ 


(1,500; 
(WB). 


Hurt by storm, but $7,500 okay. Last 
week (10-25-35-40), ‘Seven Gables’ 
(U) and ‘Black Friday’ (U), very 


sood $6,100. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-25- | 





19)—‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Alias Dea- 
con’ (U) Close to $10,000, good. | 
Last week, ‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G) |} 


and ‘Florian’ (M-G), $8,000, just fair. | 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-25- | 
40)—*Brother Orchid’ (WB) and! 
‘Way Flesh’ (Par). Good $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Waterloo’ (M-G) and 
‘King Lumberjacks’ (WB), nice} 
£8,500 | 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 

‘Lightning Strikes West’ (Cap), | 
‘Death Goes North’ (Mono) and ‘In- | 
visible Man Returns’ (U), tripler 


| 
splitting in three-change week with | 


‘Prairie Justice’ (U) and ‘Curtain 
Call’ (RKO), Wednesday only, and | 
‘Straight Shooter’ (Cap), ‘It All| 


Came True’ (WB) and ‘Angel From | 
Texas’ (WB), tripler. Good $2,000. | 
Last week, ‘Free Blonde 21’ (20th), 
‘Carson Rides Again’ (Cap) and 
‘Primrose Path’ (RKO), tripler, split | 
with ‘Meet Again” (WB) = and/| 
‘Grandpa Town’ (Mono), fair $1,800. 


State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 


‘Dr. Wife’ (Col) and ‘All Came True’ 
(WB). split with ‘Chickadee’ (U) 
ind ‘Mice and Men’ (UA) So-so 
31.800 Last week, ’Rebecca’ (UA), 
yver $2,000 on an exclusive second 
in 
Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 


berg) (950-600-800 )—All True’ (WB) 
and ‘Irene’ (RKO), split with ‘Mice 


Men’ (UA) and ‘Invisible Man Re- 
turns’ (U) Fair $1,100. Last week, 


‘Chickadee’ (U) and ‘Dr. Wife’ (Col), 


split with ‘Man 9 Lives’ (Col), ‘Mak- 
ine Eves’ (U) and ‘Chumps Oxford’ 
(UA), under $900. 


WATERLOO’ DUAL NIFTY 
$70,000 TO TOP B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, July 2 

Top grossers are ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
and ‘Black Friday,’ at Loew’s Metro- 
politan. RKO Albee, with ‘My Fa- 
vorite Wife.’ is second, 

Fabian Paramount’s second week 
if ‘Brother Orchid’ and ‘Way of All 
Flesh’ is n 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Favorite 

Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Info Please’ 


Will get okay 
‘Russell’ (20th) 


and March of Time. 
$18.000. Last week, 


(2d wk) and ‘Courageous Christian’ 
(20th) mild $14,000, 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) — ‘Safari’ 
(Par} and ‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep). |! 


Okay $16,500. Last week, ‘Mad Men 
Europe’ (Col) and ‘Crooked Road’. 
(Rep), nice $15,500. 

Met (3.618: 25-35-50)—‘Waterloo 
Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘Black Friday’ 
(U). Topping town with nifty $20,- 
000. Last week, "My Son’ (UA) dis- 
appointing $17,000. 

Paramount (4,126: 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘All 
Flesh’ (Par) (2d wk). So-so $14,- | 
Last week, swell $23,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40 )—‘Passport | 
Aleatraz’ (Col) and ‘Ski Patrol’ (U). | 
Mild $4,000. Last week, ‘Island | 
Doomed Men’ (Col) and ‘Old Mis-| 
souri’ (Rep), uneventful $4,000. 


25-35-50 }— 


| Gold’ 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 4 

Astor—Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (29th wk). 
Capito!—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). 

Criterion—‘Wagons Westward’ 
(Rep) (6). 

(Reviewed in Variety, June 26) 
Globe—‘Fugitive from Justice’ 
(WB) (6). 

Music Hall — ‘All ‘ This, 


Heaven Too’ (WB). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 12) 


and 


Palace—-‘Murder in the Aijir’ 
(WB). 

Paramount—‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) (3). 


(Reviewed in Variety, June 12) 


Roxy—‘Private Affairs’ (U). 
{Reviewed in Variety, June 12) 
Strand—‘Man Who Talked Too 
Much’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Week of July il 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (30th wk). 


Capitol — ‘Susan and God’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, June 5) 

Music Hall—‘All This, and 
Heaven Too’ (WB) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Ghost Breakers’ 


(Par) (2d wk). 
Roxy—‘Maryland’ (20th) (12). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Sirand—‘My Love Came Back’ 

(WB) (12). 

(Reviewed in Variery, June 26) 


CINCY OK, BUT 
21 $0-S0 46 


Cincinnati, July 2. 


Two of the three fresh releases 
currently are clicking merrily and 
hoisting total general biz close to 
$10,000 over last week and for a 
nifty summer mark. ‘New Moon,’ 
‘at Palace, is the brightest b.o. shiner, 
yet only a couple notches in front of 
‘Ghost Breakers,’ at Palace. Lyric 
has a mildie in ‘21 Days Together.’ 

Federal defense tax upped normal 
35-42-cent scale of major stands to 
39-47 cents. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 39-47)—‘New 
Moon’ (M-G). Hot $15,000. Last 











| 
| ning 


| word-of-mouth. 





Bway Calm Before the Fireworks; 
‘Man Talked’-Bob Crosby OK $33,000, 


‘Tom Brown’ Mild 


696; ‘Storm’ 2d 286 





Business on Broadway is nothing! claimed His Head’ 


(U), reissues. 


to write home about but a substan- Horror dual looks a light $5,300. 


tial lift is expected from the Fourth | 


tomorrow (Thursday) at increased | 
holiday prices. The day marks 
the end of current weeks in some 
theatres, the beginning of new 
weeks in others. Par, however, puts 
in its new show today (Wednesday), 
‘Ghost Breakers’ and Orrin Tucker— 
Bonnie Baker. 


Nice weather over the weekend, | 
which attracted over 300,000 to the 
Fair, brought a decided calm to 
Broadway. The July 4 holiday will 
mean a four-day weekend for a lot 
of visitors. While natives always 
scram on holidays and this time 
many will be away for the four days, | 
the influx from out-of-town will no | 
doubt more than offset the exodus. | 

New pictures this week are ap- | 
parently not what the public wants. | 
‘Man Who Talked Too Much,’ with | 
support from the Bob CrosBy band, 
leads but it isn’t setting a ‘fast pace. | 
With the holiday bfinging up the 
seventh day, the gross may be 
around $33,000, pretty good but not 
strong. 

The big sufferer is ‘Sailor’s Lady,’ 
which will get the Roxy only 
$15,000 on six days, ending tonight 
(Wednesday). Theatre moves up its 
opening day, regularly Friday, so 





| that ‘Private Affairs’ may tee off orm 


the holiday tomorrow. ‘Lady’ was 
forced into the Roxy because noth- 
ing else was available and the 
$15,000 take is the lowest in several 
years. 

‘Tom Brown’s School Days’ is very 
much on the blue side at the Music 
Hall. It won’t get to $65,000. House 
opens ‘All This, and Heaven Too’ to- 
morrow (Thursday) but is not upping 
its scales, as desired by Warners and 
agreed to elsewhere. 

Holdover of “Mortal Storm’ is suf- 
ficiently good enough at $28,000 or so 
to be retained a third week, begin- 
tomorrow (Thursday), estab- 
lished change day here. Heavy drama 
of Nazi Germany is receiving good 
So far as 
reaction is concerned, there has been 
a very small amount of hissing and 


andience 
aucience 


week, ‘Our Town’ (UA), nice $11,- | that has come from supposedly pro- 
| Nazi elements but mostly under the 


000. 
Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 39-47)—‘Our 
Town’ (UA). Moveover from Albee 


for second week. Poor $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) (2d 
run), slow $3,800. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)— 


‘Saint Over’ (RKO) and ‘Passport to 
Alcatraz’ (Col), split with ‘Last 
Alarm’ (Mono) and ‘Murder in Air’ 
(WB). Swell $2,100. Same last 
week on ‘Bad Man’ (U) and ‘On 
Spot’ (Mono), divided with ‘Hidden 
(Par) and ‘Torpedo Raiders’ 
(Mono). 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 39-47)— 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB). Trans- 
ferred from Palace. Okay $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Earthbound’ (20th), six 
days, sorry $2,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 39--47)—‘21 
Days’ (Col). Mild $4,000 Last 
week, ‘Florian’ (M-G) and ‘Sandy 
Lady’ (20th), n. s. g. $3,000 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 39-47) 
‘Ghost. Breakers’ (Par). Dandy 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Brother Orchid’ | 


(WB), okay $9,500 


Holiday Crimps Mont’l; 
‘Four Sons’ Fair $4,800 


Montreal, July 2. 
Brace of holdovers and Dominion 
Day holiday (1), with long week- 
end vacation, is cutting into grosses 


currently. Not a $5,000 gross in 
‘sight for any heuse. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2.700: 25-45-55) 
‘Four Sons’ (20th) Pacing for fair 
$4,800 Last week, ‘Brother Orchid’ 

(WB), fair $4,500 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )—‘21 
Days’ (Col) and ‘Blondie Budget’ 
(Col). Best in sight is $3,500, poor. 
Last week, ‘Untamed’ (Par) and 
‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par), poor $3,000 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60) 
‘Susan’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fair $3,500 


after good $6,000 last week 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Adventuress’ (20th) and ‘Shootin’ 
High’ (20th). Mediocre $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB) 
and ‘King Lumberjacks’ (WB), good 
enough $3,200. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Million B. C.’ (UA) (2d wk). So-so 


| $1,500, following middling $2,500 last 


week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Paradis Perdu.’ Point- 
ing to good enough $1,200. Last 
week, third repeat of ‘Menaces,’ 
poor $800. 

St. Denis (France-Film 
34)—‘Espoir’ and ‘Valse Eternelle.’ 
Look for fair $3,000 Last week, 
‘Maria Chapdelaine’ and ‘Je n’ai pas 
tue Lincoln,’ fair $2,700. 


(2,300; 25- 


breath. Much applause is noted by 


| the theatre, during the picture when 


the angle is anti-Nazi, and on the 
finish. 

Paramount wound up its two 
weeks with ‘Safari’ and Eddie 
(‘Rochester’) Anderson, McFarland 


Twins, Red Skelton, et al, last night 
(Tuesday), grossing $28,000, which is 
oke. Added to the first week’s 
$38,500, a comfortable profit is shown. 

State is back on its feet again after 
two brutal weeks with Horace Heidt 


| Has ‘My Son,’ with Ray Kinney and 


the 
to 


Givot on 
are bright 


George 
pects 


Pros- 
around 


Stage. 
hit 


| $23.000. 


Theatres began charging the 10% 
Federal tax on all tickets Monday 
(1) Established seales remain as 
they are, with the tax added on. 
Managers report that the public is 
paying the tax willingly and there 
been no special confusion in 
handling it on short notice 

Only very routine exploitation fig- 
ured this 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012: 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 

Gone’ (M-G) (29th week). Take 
went up last week (28th) to $8,600. 
Prior (27th) lap was $7,800, 


nas 


week 


Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25) — ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Nota sensation at the b.o. but 
holding firmly, $28,000 this week 
(2d). First was over $35,000, good. 
Goes third stanza. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Queen 
»f Mob’ (Par). Away well and with 
the holiday should $8,000 Last 
week ‘Phantom  Raide (M-G) 
$8,500 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ (Col) (reissue). Oldie is getting 
some busine though not startling 
at $6,500. Last week, ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) only $4,000, poo: 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) ‘Torrid 
Zone’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Sandy Is 
Lady’ (U) Ist run), dualed This 


pair will get about $7,300, mild. Last 
week, ‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB) 
and ‘Dark Command’ (Rep), both 
2d run, $7,200. 


Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
—Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and Orrin 
Tucker, with Bonnie Baker, on' 
| stage, opens today (Wed.). ‘Safari’ 
(Par), with the aid of Eddie 
(‘Rochester’) Anderson, McFarland 


Twins, Red Skelton and Judy Starr, 
emerged with a satisfactory amount 
of black, $38,500 the first week 
$28,000 the second. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65 )—*Tom Brown’s Schoo] 
Days’ (RKO). A weak sister, under 
$65,000. Last week, second for ‘Our 
Town,’ $72,000, pretty good and not 
far behind the first seven days’ take 
of $80,000. 


Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Murders in 


' Rue Morgue’ (U) and ‘Man Who Re- | 


Last week, ‘Hot Steel’ (U) 
Louis-Godoy fight films, $5,809. 
Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Sailor’s 
Lady’ (20th) and stage show. It’s 
very bad here this week, only $15,- 
000 on six days, red and the poorest 
the house has done in several years. 
Last week on holdover of ‘Doctor 
Takes Wife’ (Col), $28,000, not good, 
but only $4,500 under what the pic- 
ture got the first seven days. ‘Pri- 
vate Affairs’ (U) opens day ahead of 
schedule tomorrow (Thurs. ). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘My Son’ 
(UA) (2d run) and, on stage, Ray 
Kinney, George Givot, others. A 
merrier tune is being played by the 
turnstiles this week, indications 
pointing to about $23,000, good. Hor- 
ace Heidt on second week here with 
‘Buck Benny’ (2d run) as the picture, 
under $15,000, plenty of crimson. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Man Who Talked Too Much’ (WB) 
and Bob Crosby. Not fancy, but 
pretty good these days, around $33,- 
| 000, and will hold over. The third 

(final) week of ‘Brother Orchid’ 
| (WB) and the Jimmy Dorsey-Maxie 
| Rosenblocm combination, built in 

the stretch to $25,000. This compared 
| with $28,400 the second week. 


HOPES PIC, UNIT 
SOCK $55,000 
IN BOSTON 


Boston, July 
(Best Exploitation: Met) 

Overshadowing everything in town 
is the personal appearance of Bob 
Hope and his radio troupe at the 
Met, playing with ‘Ghost Breakers.’ 
Although .the holiday biz is any- 
body’s guess, the exploitation has 
been framed as a New England cam- 
paign and a strong draw is expected 
from the hinterland. 

‘Favorite Wife’ is okay on a hold- 
over at the Keith Memorial and 
looks possible for a third week. 

Hope flew in a day ahead of his 
Met opening and provided the ex- 
ploitation crew with some swell na- 
tural breaks. These included a press 
party which netted plenty of news- 
paper interviews. In addition, Hope 
;was interviewed several times on 
local radio spots and he and Colonna 
stepped in on a sports quiz program 
broadcast all over New England. 

Commercial tieups with his spon- 
sor’s product were plentiful and two 
local department stores also 

in on a fashion tieup. Newspapers 
went for daily and Sunday features 

and outdoor billing in advance 
xtra hefty. — 
Estimates for This Week 


and 











2 


came 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 15-20-35-40) 

‘Divorcement’ (RKO) ind ‘Not 
Tough’ (U), dual. Okay $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Leopard Men’ (Select) and 
‘Half Sinner’ (U), double, same 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-235-41- 
55 )—‘Queen Mob’ (Par) and ‘Women 
War’ (Rep). So-so $3,500 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Adventuress’ (20th) and 


Anything Love’ (U), $4,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55) ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sandy Lady’ (U) (2d wk). Aim- 


ng at satisfactory $14,000 Initial 
week, peppy $26,000 

Metrepolitan (M&P) (4,367; 35-55- 
75)—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and 
Bob Hope and troupe on stage. Has 
chance of hitting a smash $55,000 
Biggest opening in many a year on 
Friday (28), with five shows Friday 
and Sunday and six shows rest of the 
week. Last week, ‘Four Sons’ (20th) 
and ‘Murder Air’ (WB), dual, $11,- 
700. 


(2.900: 25-35-40- 
‘Mule 


Orpheum (Loew) 


55)—Doctor Wife’ (Col) and 
Team’ (M-G) Medium $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
and ‘Phantom Raider’ (M-G), sec- 
ond week, $15,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55) —‘Women War’ (Rep) and 
‘Queen Mob’ (Par). Weak $5,000. 


Last week, ‘Adventuress’ (20th) and 
‘Anything Love’ (U), $5,500, slow. 
Scollay (M&P (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 


—Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Our 
Town’ (UA) (both 2d run). May 
hit $4,000, fair. Last week, ‘Torrid’ 


(WB) (continued run from Par and 
Fenway) and ‘House Bay’ (UA) (2d 


run), $4,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—Mule Team’ (M-G) and ‘Doctor 
Wife’ (Col). Mild $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and 
‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G), second 
week, $11,500. 


4 
q 
' 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 3, 1940 





(20th) and ‘On 


MacDonald-Eddy $16,000, But Pop) {2-'° ss eacsres 
And S.A. Unit N.G. 12446 in Frisco 





San Francisco, July 2. 

Business continues decidedl- mild, 
despite the 11th anniversary show at 
the Fox, highly-exvloited ‘How to 
Undress’ unit plus ‘Crazy Show’ at 
Golden Gate, ‘All This, and Heaven 
Too,’ at the Warfield. Latter is roll- 
ing thrice daily with two unreserved 
mats at 75c top and night show re- 
served at $1.10 top. 


Last week, four days of Louis- 
Godoy fight film added nothing to 
third-final week of ‘My Favorite 


Wife’ at the Golden Gate. ‘One Mil- 

lion B.C.” now in second week at 

United Artists, will go a third. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘New 
Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Gambling High 


Plugged as ‘llth Anni- 
versary Week.’ Should get okay 
$16.000. Last week ‘Mortal Storm’ 
(M-G) and ‘Captain Is Lady’ (M-G), 
$14,000, comfortable. 

Gelden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Pop Always Pays’ (RKO) plus 
‘Crazy Show’ and ‘How to Undress 
with Finesse’ units on stage. Laughs 
and sex not luring ’em, with gloomy 
$12.500 best in sight. Last week 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (3d wk) and 
vaude, finished at $13,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
‘Private Affairs’ (U) and ‘Anything 
but Love’ (U). Unhappy $6,500. Last 
week ‘Not So Tough’ (U) and ‘Wolf 
Meets Lady’ (Col), fair $8,200. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40)— 


Seas’ (WB). 


‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Adventuress’ 
(20th). Forecasts nice $14,000. Last 
week (2d), ‘Orchid’ (WB) and 


‘These Were Days’ (Par), fair $9,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40)— 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and ‘Lucky 
Cisco Kid’ (20th). Moveover from 
Fox. $5,000 expected, average. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75 )—‘Million B.C.’ (UA) and ‘Saps 
at Sea’ (UA) (2d wk). Big $8,500 
expected and wiil bold third week. 
JT »*+ week, cheerful $12,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 55-75- 
$1.10)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Road- 
show off to a good start, with Rachel 
Field, author—attending opening. 
Last week (30-40), ‘Four Sons’ (20th) 
and ‘Murder Cruise’ (20th), poor 
$5,000. 





HEAVEN TOO’ DRAWS 
K 0. $10,060 IN PROV. 


Providence, July 2. 

‘All This, and Heaven Too,’ is rid- 
ing high at Majestic and giving spot 
one of best weeks in months. ‘New 
Moon,’ single-featuring it at Loew's 
State, is fairly good. 

None of the main-stemmers are ab- 
sorbing the new Federal admissions 
tax, which went into effect Monday 
(1). Local managers feel that in 
view of the public approval of the 
Government's rearmament program, 
public will be glad to help pay the 
bill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Susan’ (M-G) and ‘Beyond To- 
morrow’ (RKO) (2d run). Holding 
own fairly well and looks like okay 
$2,200 Last week ‘Mortal Storm’ 
(M-G) and ‘Over Moon’ (UA) (2d 
run), swell $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Car- 
son City Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Last Alarm’ 
(Mono). Juve attractions doing 
meager $2,500. Last week ‘Lucky 
Ciseo Kid’ 420th) and ‘This Oath’ 
(Ind), so-so $2,000 

Majestic (Fav) (2,200; 28-39-50)- 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Heftiest attrac- 
tion in some time and guaranteeing 
house knockout $10,000. Last week 
‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB) = and 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U), slow $5,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200: 28-39-50)- 
‘New Moon’ (M-G). Good $11,000. 
Last week ‘Susan’ (M-G) and ‘Be- 
yond Tomorrow (RKO), strong 
$13.500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000: 28-39-50) 
‘All Flesh’ (Par) and ‘C -andpa to 


Town’ (Rep), plus four-day appear- 


ance of Duke Daly's orch on stage 
Only fairish $5,000. Last week 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and ‘Light 


Western Stars’ (Par), big $8,000 


‘Storm,’ $4,900, “Town,’ 
~ 4G, Both Fair in Port. 


Portland, Ore.. July 2. 


Nobody's doing too well, or too 
oorly. ‘Our Town,’ at Broadway, | 
is getting by. 

‘Untamed’ world preems today | 
(Tuesday) at the Mayfair, with 


Patricia Morrison, John Howard, 
Susan Hayward and Ellen Drew up 
from Hollywood for personals at two 
performances. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) 
40)—‘Our Town’ (UA) 
tom Raiders’ (M-G). 


Last week, “Turnabout’ (UA) 


‘Fugitive from Justice’ (WB), good | 


$4.700 and moved to Mayfair. 


- Liberty (Hamrick- Evergreen) | not very good. 


(2,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Ghost Breakers’ | 
(Par) and ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par). 
Good $5,000. Last week, ‘Four Sons’ 


| 34-40)—‘Mortal 
| ‘Gambling Seas’ (WB). 
| fair 


, week and they’re both doing okay. 


i‘Flying U’ 
| Love’ 
(2,000; 30-35- | 
and ‘Phan- | 
Fair $4,000. | 
and | (RKO). 





(20th) and ‘Queen Mob’ (Par), fair 
$3,500. . 

Mavfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; | 
30-35-40) —‘Turnabout’ (UA) and | 
‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB). Moveover | 
from Broadway, in four days, aver- | 
age $1,200. ‘Untamed’ (Par) opens 
today (Tuesday). Last week, ‘Brother 
Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Safari’ (Par), | 
third stanza, $1,800. 

Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; | 
15-25-35)—'21 Days’ (Col) and ‘Stunt 
Pilot’ (Mono). with vaude. Getting 
fair $3,500. Last wéek, ‘Hot Steel’ 
(U) and ‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep), with 
vaude, $3,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.000: 30-35-40) — ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) and ‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col) 
(3d wk). Still good at $3,300. Sec- | 
ond week, strong $4,500 | 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | 
Storm’ «(M-G) and 
Looks only 
Last week, ‘Susan’ 
Air’ (WB), 11 


at $4,900. 
(M-G) and ‘Murder 
days, fair $4,900. 


‘STORM CLICKS 


$14,500 IN PITT 





Pittsburgh, July 2. 
Only two new pix around this 
‘Mortal Storm,’ at Stanley, is proving 
a pleasant surprise in view of past 
performances recently of depressing 
themes. On the other hand, ‘Ghost 


week, ‘Parole Fixer’ (Par) and ‘Star 
Dust’ (20th), average $1,900. 

Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,884; 
10-25-40 )—Four Sons’ (20th). Opened 





Sunday (30) and weak. May get 
$2,400, poor. Out after five days. | 
Last week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G), | 
$3,700, pretty good. 

Varsity ‘(Noble-Federer) (1,017; 
10-20-25)—‘Reno’ (RKO) and ‘Cur- 
tain Call’ (RKO). So-so $1,700. 


|Last week, ‘Murder Air’ (WB) and 
'‘Forgotten Girls’ (Rep), poor $1,100. 


New Mon No 


$10,200 in Indpls.; 


Indianapolis, July 2. 

With only three wickets open in 
the downtown sector, coin is thin 
when compared to when five houses 
were in operation. However, Loew’s 
is turning in one of the best weeks 
of the season with ‘New Moon.’ Cir- 
cle is about par with ‘Four Sons’ 
dualled with ‘Girl in 313.’ Lyric is 
in the black with ‘Cisco Kid’ and 
| Nick Boila’s ‘Jubilee Follies’ on 
stage. 

It might be supposed that the $10,- 
000 usually split between the now- 
shuttered Indiana and Apollo would 
go to the surviving houses, but the 
tallies don’t show it. Presmption is 
that coin is going to summer amuse- 
ment spots. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) 
40)—‘Four Sons’ (20th), and ‘Girl 





Breakers,’ at Penn, is smaring those 
devoted strictly to the lighter side 
and knocking down healthy take. 
Both of ’em are running neck and 
neck, in fact, and look like hold- 
overs. 

With product scarce, Alvin has re- 
issued ‘Thanks a Million’ on a dualer 


with ’Luckyv Cisco Kid,’ but will be 
lucky to get even a passing grade. 
At Warner. ‘My Favorite Wife’ is 


sticking for a third downtown week 
and still drawing favorable coin, 
while at Ritz, ‘Susan and God,’ on 
moveover from Stanley, is upping 
that spot considerably over recent 
grosses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1.850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Thanks a Million’ (20th) (Reissue) 
and ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th). Fred 
Allen being played up in ads for the 


oldie. Maybe $3,500, poor. Last 
week, ‘Blondie Budget’ (Col) and 


‘Chan Cruise’ (20th), under that. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35-50) 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par). Bob Hope- 

Paulette Goddard chiller getting 

okay $14.000. That figure means 

Warner will get ‘Breakers’ for sec- 

ond week. Last week. ‘Our: Town’ 

(UA), disappointment at $8,000 in 

spite of general rave. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50) 
(M-G). Brought here 
nice week at Stanley. 
no trouble knocking 


—‘Susan’ 
after getting 


down around 


$2,400, which is all right here. Last 
week. Louis-Godoy fight pix, stuck | 
in day after ‘Courageous Christian’ 
(RKO) and ‘Gambling High Seas’ 
(WB) opened. saved twinner from 
doings complete nose-dive. Around 
$2,000 
Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-35-50)— 


‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
has been lukewarm, 
to anti-Nazi pictures, 
heading for at least $14,500, which 
means a h.o Last week, ‘Susan’ 
(M-G), slipped after fast start but 
still wound up okay at $12.700. 


Town in past 
even avathetic 
but this one’s 


Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO). First film 
in long time to stick here for sec- 
ond week after being moved over 
from Penn. Current session will 
better $6.000. great. Last week. al- 
most $8,000 for top h.o. figure in 
months 


on i a. ae 
Favorite Wife’, $5,000, 
Best Bet in Lincoln 
LincoIn, Neb., July 2. 

“My Favorite Wife’ is 
being in the top 
It arrived a dav early 
‘Susan and God’ couldn't 
over the finish line on its 
‘Wife’ is slated for eight days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe - Noble-Federer) 
(750: 10-15) ‘Code Cactus’ (Vic) and 
| Secret 4’ (Mono), 
victed Woman’ (Col) and 
Stagecoach’ (Col). Light 
| Last week, ‘Outside Limit’ (Col) and 

(U), split with ‘Living 
(RKO) and ‘Bombs London’ 
(FA), poor $700. 

Lincoln (Paramount - Cooper) 
(1.503: 10-25-35-40)—‘Favorite Wife’ 
Heading for $5,000, excel- 
lent, on nine days. Last week, 
‘Susan God’ (M-G), six days, $3,100, 


bracket. 
(25), when 
stagger 


week. 


money 


‘Texas 


Should have | 


the b.o. fave,. 


split with ‘Con- | 


$700. | 


313’ (20th). Par at $7,000. Last week 
| ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and ‘Biscuit 
| Eater’ (Par), nifty $9,200. 

| Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600: 25-30-40) 
| —‘New Moon’ (M-G). Getting turn- 
|over breaks to very nice $10,200. 
|Last week ‘“Turnabout’ (UA) and 
|‘Florian’ (M-G), under average with 
| $6,600. 

| Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Jubilee 
| Follies’ on stage. Just in the black 
lat $8,500. Last week ‘Conga Nights’ 
(U) and ‘Broadway Passing Show’ on 
stage, red $7,200 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


$12,000 IN BALTO 


| 
” 


Baltimore, July 2. 
| There's a slight b.o. lift here. Best 
| doings being chalked up by ‘New 
Moon,’ at Loew's Century, after ex- 
tra strong advance ballyhoo and 
oversized national ads. Also fairly 
good is ‘Brother Orchid,’ at the 
Stanley. 

Rest of town is holding only mod- 
erate pace, at best. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘(Loew’'s-UA) (3,000: 
25-40)—"New Moon’ (M-G). Mac- 
Donald-Eddy leading the parade in 


|} healthy fashion with okay $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Our Town’ (UA), got 
some favorable press reaction, but 


only moderate b.o. at $6,800. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 

15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Those Were 

Days’ (Par) plus Al Donahue's orch. 





2 Houses Closed 





(2,400; 25-30- | 


| First week will be gratifying, how- | 35-49)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). 


Mpls. Goes for Laughs; Hope Big 
$9500, But ‘Mortal Storm’ Fair 56 





Red Cross Drive 


Continued from page 2 














Goldwyn to coordinate all war re- 
lief work in the industry, will be 
regulated financially by its treasurer, 
A. J. Cook, prexy of the California 
Bankers Association, Other mem- 
bers are Jock Lawrence, executive 
secretary; Bert Allenberg, Fred 
Beetson, Frank Capra, Harry Cohn, 
Carl G. Cooper, International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employes; 
Walt Disney, Reeves Espy, Y. Frank 
Freeman, Sheridan Gibney, J. W. 
Gillette, American Federation Musi- 
cians: William Goetz, Will Hays, I. 
B. Kornblum, Theatre Authority; 
Sol Lesser, E. J. Mannix, Leslie 
Mason, Screen Publicists Guild; 
Louis B. Mayer, J. R. McDonough, 
Ralph Morgan, Steve B. Newman, 
IATSE; Hal Roach, Joseph M. 
Schenck, David O. Selznick, M. J. 
Siegel, Charles P. Skouras, Kenneth 
Thomson, J. K. Wallace, musicians; 
Walter Wanger, H. M. Warner, Jack 
L. Warner, Cliff Work, Alfred 
Wright and Darry! F. Zanuck. 


HEAVEN’ NEAT 
$13,000 INK. C. 


Kansas City, July 2. 


+ 


Minneapolis, July 2. 

Bob Hope is the fair-haired box- 
office boy this week. In conse- 
quence, “The Ghost Breaker’ stands 
out like a vaiedictorian among cur- 
rent contenders and puts the State 
far out in front. Otherwise, it's 
pretty much the same old gloomy 
story. 

As ‘The Ghost Breaker’ attests, the 
paying public apparently is in quest 
of laughs. As ‘The Mortal Storm’ 
attests in a different direction, the 
customers are eschewing tragedy 
even when it’s masterfully done. 
Critics went overboard with praise, 
but Orpheum turnstiles aren't click- 
ing. Aside from ‘Ghost,’ the only 
standout is reissue of ‘Hell's Angels,’ 
which is doing a bangup business at 
sure-seater Esquire. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Chan’s Cruise’ (20th) and ‘Fugitive 
Justice’ (WB), dual first-runs. In 
for six days and’ looks for pretty 
good $1,600. Last week, ‘Alias Dea- 
con’ (U) and ‘Girl 313’ (20th), dual 
first-runs, split with ‘Can’t Foo! Wife’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO), fair 
| $1,400. ra 
| Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
| 35-40) — ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). 
| Moved here after six mild days at 
' State. Not showing much strength 
jand is expected to bow out in six 
|days for July 4 newcomer. Light 
| $2,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Earth- 





| bound’ (20th), $1,900 in six days, 
| poor. 
| Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25)— 


| ‘Hell's Angels’ (Astor) (reissue). Re- 
vitalizing boxoffice here. Best busi- 
|ness here in months at big $1,500. 
Last week, ‘My Way’ (U) (3d wk), 


(998; 25)— 
(Par). Light 
Last week, 


| $400 in four days, okay. 

; | Gopher 
‘All This, and Heaven, Too,’ at Or- | ‘Those Were Days’ 

|pheum at $1.10 top, is turning in| $1500 for five days. 


(Par-Singer ) 


steady returns, but not realizing the | ‘Cheers Irish’ (WB), $2,200, mild. 


capacity possibilities of the house. 


Orpkeum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
Raves 


|}ever, and film is set for extended | from reviewers for this one and 


| 


run. 
Midland is breaking a precedent 


| with ‘New Moon’ showing on a sin- 


gle feature basis. Double feature 
policy here broken only couple of 
times in past year, and ‘Moon’ is 


| ringing up best figure douse has had 


‘NEW MOON OK 


15- | 


in weeks and weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (‘Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-25-40) 
‘Flight Angels’ (WB). An _ unusual 
attraction in these Fox houses, as 
Warner product usually split be- 
tween Orpheum and Newman. Fair 
$6,800. Last week, ‘Four’ Sons’ 
(20th), under expectations at $6,400. 
Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-25-40) 
-“New Moon’ i(M-G). Getting 


strongest play of anything in months. | 


Big $12,000. Last week, ‘Turnabout’ 


(UA) and ‘21 Days’ (Col), fairish 
$7,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)-—‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) (2d 
wk.). Holding up to average of sec- 
ond week films, $5,700, after open- 
ing week's $8,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.500: 55-75- 
$1.12)-—*Heaven Too’ (WB). Mati- 
nees continuous at 75c top and single 


evening performance with 
seats. 


reserved 
Business sturdy, but not ca- 


pacity, at $13,000. Certain to stay 
for extended run 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110: 10-25)— 


i ‘Girl 313’ (20th) with vaude headed 


| by Evelyn Brent 


Business holding 


up to pleasant $6,800. Last week, 


| ‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep) with Major 


| with 


Bowes’ ams on stage, above average 


$6,500, 
Fire Partially Destroys 
The Esquire, Oakland 


Oakland, July 2 

Despite general alarm sounded for 
fire apparatus, attributed to 
smoldering cigaret in loges partially 
destroyed the Esquire theatre early 
Friday (28) morning. House had 
been empty several hours before fire 
started. Balcony and loges gutted, 
serious damage from water. 


flames 


| ‘Man With Nine Lives’ and ‘Island of 


Getting only $10,000, poor. Last 
|; week, ‘Bill Divorcement’ (RKO) 
and Harry James orch, mild $10,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40)—-‘Over Moon’ (U). Rather 
halting at indicated $4,000 Last 
week, ‘Safari’ (Par), 10 days, $5,- 
600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)-—‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th) Unex- 
citing at $3,500. Last week, ‘Forty 
Mothers’ (M-G), fair $4,100 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB). Hold- | 
ing rather steadily at $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Flight Angels’ (WB), n. g. 
$5,300. 





Willkie 


Continued from page 2. 








Roy Howard provided the yacht for 
the nominee’s return trip. Willkie 
traordinarily well acquainted with 
| vertising, 
brokerage 
|erust in 


broadcasting, 
and ___s industrial 
Manhattan. 


upper 
He has long 
jasserted himself as a_ personality 
| in the inner councils of the op- 
|position to the New Deal and is 


| Doomed 


Men,” current bill, moved 


; Over to Franklin, unoccupied theatre 


| Surance, with work of reconstruction | 
Originally | 
called the American, and one of first | 


'to start 


was, and is, as a matter of fact, ex-! 


| 


owned by WB circuit. 
Damage is partly covered by in- 


immediately. 


picture theatres in Oakland. it was 
remodeled for $50,000 last year when 


| Abe Blumenfeld secured the Warner | 
; | contract 
‘the big men of the publishing, ad- | 
banking, | 


_ over the Skoura. chain. 
Esquire is owned by Blumenfeld and 
Clarence Laws. 





Speed Up the Grab 


Hollywood, July 2. 
Warners is rushing work on ‘City 


| possibly better acquainted in the} for Conquest’ to have Ann Sheridan 


| American business world than any 


Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper) | Presidential candidate in history. He 
(1,236: 10-20-25)—‘Blue Bird’ (20th) | has been a professional spokesman 
and ‘Granny Gun’ (WB), split with! for big biz for 20 vears. 


i? non eeainmiee eee 


t 


i 
' 


FA OD NON FOE AT IT RO OAT ES AA 


| showings. 


{cause a 
| coming It is 


| word-of-mouth is highly favorable, 


too, but the more serious stuff ap- 


|parently frightens too many away. 
| Six days will be about all and will 


| do well to eclipse fair $5.000. Last 
week, ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB), $5,400, 
fair. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 25-35-40) 
| —Ghost Breaker’ (Par). Bob Hope 
looks like big $9,500. Last week, 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G), $5,200 in 
six days, light. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)—‘Edi- 
son Man’ (M-G), split with ‘Favorite 
Wife’ (RKO). First neighborhood 
En route to good $2,000 
Last week, ‘Benny Rides’ (Par) split 


with ‘Edison Man’ (M-G), $1,600, 
mild. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
25-35)—Over Moon’ (UA) (2d wk). 


Will depart after four days of sec- 
ond week. Light $500 indicated. 
‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) opens today 
(Tuesday). Last week, $1,400, fair. 


40-41 Selling 


Continued from page 5 





a consent decree, if coming, will call 
for and in what manner it will affect 
selling. The problem is trying to 
decide whether the whole country 
should be sold right away, if that is 
possible,,.or whether sales should be 
intentionally slowed up. A consent 

presumably mean 


decree will 
cellation of any contracts that are 
in, or attachment of riders to pre- 
sent agreements. It all depends on 
what may be agreed upon, under a 
settiement of the Government suit. 
Any selling that has been com- 
pleted will have to be done all over 
again, under different conditions, if 
a consent decree provides for selling 


can- 


in small blocks, screenings before 
buying, vital changes in clearance 
ete. Arbitration machinery is an- 


other angle. 
Exhibs Puzzled 

A few exhibitors have expressed 
the opinion that perhaps they are 
wrong in not going ahead to close al! 
deals for '40-41 product required be- 
wartime boom might be 
believed firmly in 
some exhib quarters that there will 
be a boom, particularly in towns 
profiting highly from defense and 
war measures, but whether it would 
be smart to get the deals set before 
that comes or not, is the burning 
question. 

Should business increase through 
war, higher prices, upped employ- 
ment, ete. the distributor would 
have a stronger argument on his side 
for steeper rentals, In that event— 
and even if there is no boom—the 
buyers fear the distribs are not only 
going to fight to the last ditch for 
higher terms but are also going to 
haul the split figures down where 





re , ? 91 - 
ady for ‘Honeymoon for Three, |deals are written on percentage. 


slated to start July 8. ' Ther i ag 
: . e€ may also be more intensive 
George Brent has the male lead in fighting so far as preferred dating 


Honeymoon. ‘and clearance is concerned. 
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Vice-President in Charge of Production 
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HAL B. WALLIS 


Executive Producer 


The Associate Producers 
for Warner Bros. 
Studios 


HENRY BLANKE 
WILLIAM CAGNEY 
ROBERT FELLOWS 

BRYAN FOY 
IRA GENET 
EDMUND GRAINGER 
MARK HELLINGER 
GORDON HOLLINGSHEAD 
WILLIAM JACOBS 
JESSE L. LASKY 
DAVID LEWIS 
ROBERT LORD 
WOLFGANG REINHARDT 
HARLAN THOMPSON 


= 


The Directors 
for Warner Bros. 
Studios 
LLOYD BACON 
KURT BERNHARDT 
HUGH CUMMINGS 
MICHAEL CURTIZ 
WILLIAM DIETERLE 
RAY ENRIGHT 
ROBERT FOULK 
EDMUND GOULDING 
JO GRAHAM 
WILLIAM K. HOWARD 
WILLIAM KEIGHLEY 
ANATOLE LITVAK 
HUGH MacMULLAN 
WILLIAM McGANN 
TERRY MORSE 
IRVING RAPPER 
LEWIS SEILER 
VINCENT SHERMAN 
RAOUL WALSH 
WILLIAM WYLER 
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the offerings here presented are certain 
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to bring to the motion picture as 

















: FRED 
MicMURRAY. 


COURTESY Patame@unt 


“Tae an institution and an investment 






mS ms 


~ROSALIND 
RUSSELL 


COORTISY M6. 





HUMPHREY 
BOGART 
a “ee 











“BARBARA 
STANWYCK 













* Action 







: 





JEFFREY 
LYNN 









+ Showmanship 





The material here presented is an indication of the motion pictures which, allow. 
ing for the exigencies of production, we contemplate for the season 1940-4]. 
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Future of U.S. Pictures in Balkans 
Clouded by Possibility That Nazi 
Sphere of Influence Might Spread 


RKO’s Westebbe Safe 


Max Westebbe, RKO’s manager in 
Holland, whose whereabouts had the | 
homeoffice concerned for about three | 
been reported safe i 





! 
With the Nazi sphere of influence 


also increasingly threatening the 
Balkan countries, American distribu- 


tors are watching closely to see what | 
restrictions, censorship and freezing | 
of money will be placed on U. S.| 
product in that territory. In the) 


meantime, more normal communi- 
cation has been established with Eu- 
ropean general managers while sev- 
eral companies have received word 
that business has been restored in 
Holland and may be shortly in Bel- 
gium. 


No company Officials would ven- 


ture to predict just what would be} 


the status of distribution, how soon 


it would approach normal and’ 


whether they would be able to get 
remittances even if theatre business 
went along as usual within the next 
few months. 

Major companies are confronted 
with two factors in attempting to 
appraise the situation at this early 
date: (1) the war is not over; (2) 


it is difficult to tell what the eco- | 


nomic conditions in Europe will be 
or, for that matter, in the U.S., in 
the next six months. 


RKO has received word that busi- 
ness now is on a normal basis in 
Holland though there is no informa- 
tion regarding remittances of rentals 
Reginald Armour, European manager, 
is at Lisbon, Portugal, temporarily 
company headquarters for the 
Europe area. Money is coming 
through from Sweden, but it is dif- 
ficult to get prints into that country 
and also Finland. Shipments have 
been made via Russia and also 
through Italy and Germany for these 
nations. 

Lange Cables Par 

Paramount has finally received a 
eable from Fred W. Lange, European 
chief, who said that headquarters for 
Europe had been set up at Barce- 
Jona, Spain. He reached there after 
an ‘unbelievable journey,’ to quote 
his cable. 

While Lange is in Barcelona he 
will survey the possibilities of 
American production in Spain 
There's little chance that Par head- 
quarters will remain at Barcelona 
because no distribution money is al- 
lowed out of 1 country. An effort 
will be made to shift Andre Olsen, 
who has been in Budapest, to The 
Hague so he can supervise Belgium 
and Holland. W. L. Deblois-Leach, 
financial man for the company at 
Bordeaux, now is safely in London 

Warner Bros. has also had word 
that operations have been resumed in 
Holland, letter coming through re- 

uesting additional product, Robert 
Schless, European manager, pres- 
ently in N. Y. for home office hud- 
dies after attending the domestic 
Sales convention and huddling on the 
Coast, plans leaving for Europe July 
18 on the Atlantic Clipper. No in- 
formation has come through from 
A. Saltiel, assistant manager, who 


still was in Bordeaux when last 
heard from. 

Columbia’s headquarters for Eu 
rope still are in Bordeaux, ac | 


to a cable received this week. There 
is no indication that offices v 
removed to Lisbon. Universal also 
is carrying on European opera 
from Bordeaux. 

Meanwhile, foreign department 
are attempting to get the ultimate 
revenue from the Latin-American 
market and hoping that some addi- 
tional income will result when such 
foreign productions from France and 
Germany no longer are in supply. 
Most foreign chiefs are free in ad- 
mitting that this market, which has 
been carefully developed over a 
period of years, holds out small hope 
of compensating for losses in Europe. 





GOULD’S LOOKSEE 

Walter Gould, United Artist 
Latin America division manager 
left last week by plane for [Mexico 
City an tha Qvet les of a tour of 
“ity on the first leg of a tot 
his territory. 

He plans an extended trip. 








BRITISH 
PUSHES 
ON ACTOR AID 


London, June 18. 
Militant in an effort to combat the 


EQUITY 
ACTION 


Bulgaria's Foreign 
Film Imports Paced 
By American Firms 


t on of ‘profits throt igh Bulgarian | in 


GOV'T WILL DOUBLE 
BRITISH TAX ON PIX 


its ne for buildin 
up the defense fund. 


+ icerenwenianinmnnnnisitesel 


HUGH ILLITERACY 





ANTE 16. BLAMED: 


|Foreign Manager of U. S. Co. ! 
Says Uruguay and Argen-| 


tine, With Highest Stand- 


Non-Readers Than No. 


| 
| ards of Living, Have More 
| Carolina, Whose 14.9%. 


PROVES POINT 


High rate of illiteracy in South 
America is blamed by the foreign 
manager of one of the major U, 5S. 


|inereasing sales in S. A. Foreign | 
| exec refuses to have his name used | 
with the statement. Latter’s re- | 


pudiation of the South American 
market is consistent with that of Joe 
McConville, Columbia Picts’ foreign 
chief, upon his return of a Latin- 
American survey some time ago. 

| It is hopeless, former declares, to 
erect theatres or make any other 
great effort to add to grosses in a 


country like Brazil, where a large | 


part of the population is Indian. 
These people are primitives who will 
not be potential film-goers for sev- 
eral generations, although they are 
naturally included in the statistics 
on population which some distribs 
are viewing with hope, he said. 

Although accurate figures on 
illiteracy are difficult to obtain for 
South America, it is believed that 
even the countries with the highest 
standards of living, like Uruguay and 
the Argentine, have a considerably 
greater percentage of non-readers 
than the state with the worst record 
in U. S. North Carolina, 14.9% 
Many states in this country have 
illiteracy records of less than 1 

Proves Point 

Study of similar cities in South 
America and the U. S. was made to 
prove his point by the f 
aber who advanced the illiteracy 
theory. For one comparison he used 


orelg mane- 


Barranquilla, Colombia, which has a 
population of about 150,000, and any 
city in midwesiern U. S. with ap- 
proximately the same population. In 
Barranquilla, a survey showed, there 
were only 10.000 potential film-goers 
and 3,000 who actually patronized 
theatres. In the U.S. city there were 
35,000 potentials and 17,500 who at- 
tended films regularly) 


Difficulty faced by U. S. films {fs 


that the dialog is subtitled. voices 
being dubbed in in very few pic- 
tures. 


Films with South American lo- 
cales, like ‘Down Argentine Way,’ 
being made by 20th-Fox, and ‘The 


Met in Argentina,’ an RKO promise, 
are more risky for the S. A. market 
than ordinary U. S. filn uid 
Natives allow ena Oo li e 
laugh ng off the e¢ f 


2 Par Foreign Execs 
Sail for Home Posts 


T Pp mo 4 

n representative ) ) ) 
huddling in New Yo John W 
Hick J. & Par’ foreign chief, 
hoved off for their home posts la 
veek. 

A. L. Pratchett. Central American 
manager, who headquarte in Mex- 
ico City, planed for Cuba Saturdays 
(29), where he plans stopping ove1 
in order to check the new Cuban 
anti-blockbookins bill recently 
passed there He wa delegated this 
mission by the industry J. D. Ra- 
poport, manager [ol Cuba, left Fri- 


day (28) by auto, planning to 
across from Miami to Hava 

S. E. Pierpoint. Brazil manager, 
plans sailing July 13 for Rio de 
j Janeiro. 


MINIMIZES SO. AMERICAN BIZ 
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| Gov't Backing of Aussie Pic Prod. 
Stopped to Meet War Emergency; | 
Hoyts-Greater Union Bond Dropped: 





2 


consternation Agere: which had a shor 
mens wet stay last November. Her- 
ert Mar hall, (not the actor) is p 


ducing ‘Rock.’ 


Scandia Revenue Frozen 


American pictures are still getting 


a strong play in Denmark and Nor- 
| way but no revenue is being sent out 
Is Worst of An y State of the country to distributors. 


Understood that small remittances 


| may be made by late fall and full 
|payment is not expected until the 
| war is over 


M-G TO FINANCE 


film companies as a principal rea- | 
son why producers im the United | 
|States are singing in the dark | 
in expecting to compensate for any | 
large portion of European losses by | 


INDIE FILMS 
IN ENGLAND 


London, June 18. 
Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro’s British 


chief, plans continuance of Metro in- 
terest in British-made product, fol- 
lowing fold of M-G’s Denham pro- 
duction unit. New deal is for five 
films of major standard to be made 
here by independents with M-G 
financing. 


Arrangement has come in for wide 


acclaim, supplying needed fillip to 
home production setup and takin 
sare of the gap artists saw with the 
departure of Ben Goetz, production 
chief in England for M-G 


Just where Robert Donat. M-G 


contractee, w ut tie in with the forth- 


oming production deal is not indi- 


cated. Player i is now touring Shaw's 
‘Devil’s Di ciple,’ and has intimated 


in three other legit vehi- 


> 


cles for later staging 


‘Security Censorship’ 


Tax of $1-Per-Reel Hit 
By British Producers 


London, June 18 


Meeting last week of executive 


the British Film Producers Assn. be 


vailed the decreasit y scope of 1 
operations ;% war spread cuts into 
overse: markets After battling to 
open up a valuable field, export 
are faced with the prospect of a total 
loss On one side and the increasit 
difficulties encountered in shippil 
product to countries where busine 
still available Mention was made 


of a deal with Italy for ‘Pygmalio 
running to $18.000. What happened 


to it ee didn’t need to say 
Similar change has overcome bt 
ness ee eri\ achieved in Holland 
selgium and Denmark 
Close-to-home beef { m the p 
cers cones the nment levy 
f $1 r ) 
of { 
I 


P ’ e ‘ 
of B pro t Stuff 
' 4 
é 1 ; 
ye 
( nr 
Ai > ) | | 


ARDREY PLAY PREEMS 


LONDON REP TROUPE 


London, June 18 
New subscription group formed to 


operate here on cultural standards 
will include an intimate theatre 
ae its endeavors tagged The 


ighborhood. Film player Michael 
edgrave appears in the first offer- 
‘Thu orn Rock,’ Robert Ardre 


Play is also to be published here. 


> 


DELAYED; STIX TOUR SET 


























Sydney, July 2. § 

Cinesound, most active Australian 
picture producer, has halted shooting 
on ‘Homebrew Fare,’ and probably) 
will stop all local production follow 
ing the tightening of the Britishi 
market and stoppage of any further 
coin backing from the Anzac gov 
ernment to all home producers. i 
Further repercussion from theg 
European war has been the sudd anil 
cancellation of ‘the proposed mer rer} 
between Hoyts and Greater Unionj 
Theatres circuit. It was proposed tog 
have the merger ready by July if 
but it’s been temporarily abandonedf 
following the government’s war ediet 
controlling all local manpower and 
finances, 
Friendly arrangement has been 
made whereby Hoyts is granting§ 
Greater Union a certain supply of 
its film product in Australia until 
conditions improve. 


Merger Near a Year Ago 
Merger of Hoyts and Greater 
Union Theatres into a booking com- 
bine under the operating tiile of 
General Theatres Corp., was nearly 
more than a year ago, but rever 
ified by directors of the Hoyts 
circuit. Such an arrangement was 
proposed because of lon ries of 


Y 


complaints by Greater Union that all 


set 
— 
Pat 


» American product had been ecor- 
aled in Aussie territory bv Hoyts 
Australian government | allo- 


cated several hundred thousand dole 
1s to Anzac film producers to bole 
ter native production. These are 
the advances that have bee: ilted, 


LONDON’S ‘MARGIN’ BOW 


The uncertainty that’s iccom- 
panied pro we legit opening 
Lot ion’ ; Wes End, due tO i" 

eatened ed attack on England, 

been a factor in prolonging the 
London debut of Clare Boothe’s 


Margin for Error,’ according 
cabled reports from London. Con- 
sequently, the anti-Nazi « 
which recently ended a Broadw 
1, is due to tour the provi 
at least six weeks, at the l 
ch it would be determi: iore 
‘finitely whether the show could 
brought in. 
Joe Sachs is producing the 
| Britain, with Charles Alle ley 
York agent, handling the neeoti 
tions between the former and Al! 
rich & Myers, the show's New Yor 
proaucer 
‘Margin’ preems in Birmingham 
July 8 for one week, wit! ubse- 
quent weeks followi g in Man 
1 Liverpool, Newcastle, Glascow 
nd Edinburgh. These dat? 1°@ 
omparatively distant from the chan- 
coast, from which the Nazi 
tack is expected to be directed 
Despite the Labor Mir 
1 England I 
of alien y. 
> > ha g if ri 
1 ( in, fc I the pari 
) poiicen I 
l Ex h } I 
rie but Powe1 i 
Yorkese 
cterization, A ( 
been in England f 
é , Originally going over with the 
how ‘Broadway’. 

BRISSON’S ‘TOUGH ‘LUCK 
Carl Brisson, the actor, now 
naturalized Briton, ha r had un- 
til the Nazi takeover—most of hi 
life’s savings invested in Danish 

sale tate. 
Mex’s $8, 000,000 Outlay 
Mexico City. J y 2 
truction and installation of 
emas in Mexico since this country 
began ec production in 1930 repre- 
rit _: investment of al yund 
$8,000,000, according to federal gov 
nent figures. 
. 4 


{ 
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Chicago, July 2. 


or a special radio preview of the 
Tom Brown’s School Days’ picture 


n a tie-up with RKO studios. 
Program will be broadcast on July 
il with WGN talent chief Noel Ger- 
son having set deals for Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke, 


»ast to come in to their roles on the 
air show. 

It is the second of a series of these 
preview programs’ which Bacher 
und Gerson, with the backing of Col. 
2. R. McCormick, are getting for the 
NCN-Mutual ride. First was ‘Irene,’ 
which brought in Anna Neagle and 
3urgess Meredith for the radiozation 
€ the flicker. 


RAMPARTS’ PREEM ON 





Premiere cf ‘Ramparts We Watch’ 
n Washingtcn, July 12; was set this 
week. ashington was picked as 
solo spot for initial showing be- 
sause Congress still will be in sea- 
ion. : 

Feature, the first turned out by 
he March of Time, was hurried for 
listribution because of the present 
National Preparedness campaign, 
groducers believing the subject fits 
in well with this drive to bolster 
nilitary preparations. Roy E. Lar- 
xen, president of Time, Inc., and co- 
founder of ‘March of Time’ reel, as 
well as William Geer, his assistant, 
dave assisted Louis de Rochemont, 
oroducer, in recent weeks in putting 
he final touches on the production. 

Picture, which has 73 speaking 
roles, is not a dramatization of 
Major George Fielding Eliot’s book, 
only the title of this work being 
used. About 300,000 feet of negative 
were shot in turning out the feature 
which required about 18 months to 
rompleie. Actual work on the pro- 
duction scenes was not started until 
last September at New London, 
Conn., but previously much back- 
ground material including clips from 
U. S. Signal Corps had been ob- 
tained. 


Elsa Maxweil’s Class 
Hypo: 46 B.0 in Frisco 


San Francisco, July 2. 

A $4,000 premiere in a 400-seat 
house is the record claimed by Her- 
bert Rosener for opening of ‘The 
Baker's Wife,’ French picture, at 
Clay Friday (28). With Elsa Max- 
well as sponsor and proceeds going 
to Allied War Relief, ultra crowd 
paid $5 to $20 a seat. Festivities in- 
cluded previews of two Maxwell 
shorts, ‘A Lady an” the Lug’ (WB) 
and ‘Riding into Society’ (WB). 

La Maxwell drew entirely new 
crowd to arty house, including many 
bluebloods hitherto unaware of its 
existence. 


12,000 Kids Cuffo 


Houston, July 2. 

More than 12,000 children were en- 
terta2ined by Will Horwitz, Houston 
theatre operator, Thursday (27) at 
his 21st annual vacation party at the 
Iris theatre. 

Children were given free bus 
transportation to and from the thea- 
tre by means of coupons attached to 
theatre ads in the local newspapers, 
in addition to free admission to see a 
western, short reels and a chapter 
of a serial. Bags of peanuts were 
distributed to each child. The party 
has been an annual affair since the 
Iris was opened 21 years ago. Hor- 
witz also operates the Texan, Up- 
town and Ritz theatres. 


MG Drops Studio News 


Holiywood, July 2. 
Shelving of Metro Studio News is 
@ further step in the tightening of 











‘the Culver City plant’s publicity- 
' @dvertising expenses. 


Howard Dietz, Howard Strickling 
and Frank Whitbeck have 
huddling over a plan to spend the 
Bulk of the company’s exploitation 
appropriation in the magazines, 
dailies and trade papers. 


Freddie Bartholomew | 
and Jimmy Lydon of the picture | 


JULY 12 IN WASHINGTON °° ros Crean rouse 


been | 


Bacher Sets RKO Ballyhoo Program 
In WGN, Chicago, (and Trib) Tieup 


| Buffalo Tieups 


Bill Bacher, new program super- | 
risor for WGN, has completed plans | 





Buffalo, July 2. 


| Yjocal Shea Publix houses are 
bearing down heavily on tieups. Ar- 
| rangement with Canada Dry for the 
Buffalo includes the installation of 
a yacht bar with free ginger ale give- 
aways to patrons during the sum- 
mer. 

Ticup for the:Shea nabe houses 
with Niagara Frontier 
Assn. will result in presentation of 
i short skits on the stages and give- 
aways of electrical appliances as con- 
test prizes. 





For Solos 


Continued from page 7. 











ducers to stop making ‘fillers’ thus 
enabling the exhibitor to give a good 
enough show to round out a good 


Bill Novak, manager of Regina’s 
biggest house, the Capitol (Famous 
Players), says that exhibitors must 
clean house and rid themselves of 
double bills if they intend staying 
in business. His theatre runs a sin- 
gle feature policy. 

Winnipeg exhibitors do not like 
double features but see small chance | 
for halting them. Cyl Gunn, man- | 
acer of the Metropolitan there, be- | 
lieves there is small chance of elimi- 
nating them because any agreement 
among exhibitors to halt dualing 
would be spoiled by some exhib get- 
ting out of line. Eddie Newman, 
manager of the Lyceum, top house of 
the Western Theatre circuit, holds 
much the same views but points out 
that even if major companies agreed 
to cut production there probably 
always would be the ‘quickie’ pro- 
ducer who would load the market 
with inferior product, and always be 
exhibitors to buy such material. 
Then the customer, still trying to 
get something extra for his money, 
would turn to the house dualing, ac- 
cording to Newman, and the whole 
business would start over again— 
briefiy, the vicious circle. 

Rotsky’s Big ‘If’ 

Up in Montreal, George Roisky, 
managing director of Consolidaied 
Theatres, Ltd., which leases five Fa- 


mous Players houses, says, ‘I favor | 


single bills if the picture is good 
enough. But that is a big ‘if’ be- 
cause quite often the single feature 
is not strong enough to be the solo 
picture, They are a necessity only 
in the case product is not of a qual- 
ity to support single showing—that 
qualification makes them a neces- 
sity under present conditions.’ 

J. M. Franklin, head of Franklin 
& Herschorn circuit, in New Bruns- 
wick, favors continuing double fea- 
tures, but says that the second fea- 
ture is what customers ask about, 
and believes they can be eliminated 
only when producers concentrate on 
Class A productions. Most houses 
in F. & H. chain run two features 
plus news, comedy short or educa- 
tional and sometimes a serial. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 2. 
| 20th-Fox derailed ‘Charlie Chan 
in Washington’ for ‘Charlie Chan in 
New York.’ 

‘The Great McGinty’ is the release 
title for ‘Down 
Paramount. 

‘A Dispatch fror: Reuters’ is re- 
lease tag on “The Man From Fleet 
Street,’ at Warners. 

‘You'll Find Out’ is the new handle 
on the Kay Kyser picture, ‘The Old 
Professor,’ at RKO 

‘Lord Epping Out 
changed to ‘Mexican 
West,’ at RKO. 

‘Tampered Evidence’ became ‘The 
Great Swindle’ at Columbia. 

‘Lady in Love’ new tag on ‘Stunt 
Man’ at RKO. 


West’ was 
Spitfire Out 


Frank Capra switched from ‘Life 


of John Doe’ to ‘Meet John Doe.’ 
‘Diamond Frontier’ is release title 
on ‘Modern Monte Cristo’ at Uni- 
versal, 
‘The Impostor’ 


was changed to 


‘The Girl From Havana’ at Republic. | 


| ‘The Lady in Question’ is third 
title fdr ‘It Happened in Paris,’ for- 
merly ‘Gribouille,’ at Columbia. 
‘Oklahoma Outlaws’ became ‘Okla- 
homa Renegades’ at Republic. 


| ‘Dance Hall’ is new handle on 
| ‘Giant Swing’ at 20th-Fox. 


] 


| “Three Faces West’ is the final tag 


Electrical | 


| building 


| production at a time. 


Went McGinty’ at 





U.S. Billions 


|_ Continued from page I 











program—studios within 
have quickened their 
skeds with the prospect of 50 films 
in simultaneous filming. 

Word from eastern distribution of- 
fices, guardedly conveyed to studio 
execs, is that the consent decree 
| banning of blockbooking will not 
‘become effective until the selling 
season for the 1941-42 product, a 
year hence. The go-ahead signal 
‘(has been flashed on present plans 
and stage space, in the larger lots, 
is filling rapidly as starting dates 
for camera work are being moved 
forward. The revived activity is 
| the first good news which the film 
leolony and its 
'ers has heard in many months. 
Through winter and spring, curtail- 
| ment was the universal order. Holly- 
| wood is going back to work. 
| From New York also comes en- 
,couragement in the shape of better 
boxoffice returns which are an- 
ticipated in the coastal cities and 
manufacturing-centers as soon as the 
Navy-Army expansion gets under- 
way. Congré€ssional appropriations 
for armament, shipbuilding, can- 
tonment preparation and airplane 
already have passed the 
$7,000.000,000 mark, with indications 
of additional funds soon. Although 
a huge slice of these gigantic appro- 


| 
' 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
; 


| 
priations wil! go to the raw product 


field, undreamed totals will be paid 
out in wages—-and wages mean gen- 
eral spending. Surveys reveal that 
film theatres come into a share of 
whatever coin is in circulation. 
How They Live Up 

RKO, with seven pictures in the 
shooting process, has announced that 
10 more will be made this month 
which represents the biggest sum- 
mer rush in the company’s history. 
Paramount, which was six months 
ahead on part of its production dur- 


ing the current year, started slow- | 


ing down in February on orders from 
the home office which did not want 
to tie up too much coin. Par then 
ran along for a considerable period 
with only one and two pictures «in 
However, pro- 
duction picked up since May 1 and 
studio now has a backlog of 17 
against an all-time high 
January. Currently Paramount has 
four pictures shooting and five more 
to go this morith. 

Columbia has seven in work which 
include ‘Arizona’ which still has 
three weeks to go. Col. starts one 
picture next week and will average 
one siart per week through the sum- 
mer, this being the normal schedule. 

Metro was considerably ahead of 
its schedule around Jan. 1 and 
slowed down from February to May. 
Currently, the studio is shooting five 
pictures and attempting to average 
seven in production at a time for the 
balance of the year. 

Twentieth-Fox was ahead of 
schedule early in the year but 
slowed down in the last five months. 
Plan for the new season is to allow 
a safety cushion on all features be- 
tween the cutting room and release 
dates so as not to tie 
in a heavy backlog. 
company has 
and plans more this 
month which is about. normal. 

Warner Bros. has four in work 
and will have six within another 
two weeks, which is about the nor- 
mal schedule. While Warners has 


carried the heaviest backlog of any 


up huge.sums 
Currently the 


starting six 


outfit, excepting Paramount, in the | 


past few years, the company is pro- 
ceeding cautiously in the next few 
months, keeping sufficient produc- 
tion on hand and avoiding any huge 
pile-up. 

Universal always has argued that 
production is a liquid business and 
that large backlogs are dangerous 
In addition to tieing up too much 
Since the Nate Blumberg 
management took over, Universal 
has been able to get down to its own 
idea of schedules. Its plan has been 
to allow a 45-day cushion between 
the completion of a picture and the 
release date. Company now has six 
in work which is the number permit- 
ting the most efficient operation at 
the studio. 

Republic now has only one in 
work and has been meeting release 
dates without piling up a backlog 
even though now starting on new 
season product. 

Monogram is meeting release dates 
but has no backlog. Currently has 
three in work. 

Most of United Artists product for 
the current year is virtually fin- 
| ished or in work. This will be 
enough to keep release dates until 
j; almost February. In work now are 
two Eddie Small productions, ‘Son 


coin. 


for ‘Refugee.’ formerly ‘Doctors, ©f Monte Cristo’ and ‘Kit Carson,’ 
|} Don’t Tell,’ at Republic, | with the later finishing this week. 
ee a sn gr A aap BAO 


the week! 
production | 


thousands of work- | 


of 26 in| 


three pictures in work | 


O'Connor and Koerner 0.0. Frisco: 


Theatre and Exchange News Briefs 


San Francisco, July 2. 
John O'Connor, general manager 
of RKO theatres in New York, and 
C. W. Koerner, of L. A. office, in 
‘town (25-6) for inspection of local 
| properties. ; 
Everything comparatively quiet on 


film row except for workmen re-| 


modeling Paramount headquarters, 
Staff operating from temporary 
quarters pending refurbishing with 
gala homecoming in early fall. 

Casino theatre dark and back to 
bank for disposal. 

Judell, St. Louis, Ne Payoff 
St. Louis, July 2. 

The office manager of the local 
‘exchange for J. B. Judell, Inc., is 
inspecting film and shipping the cel- 
luloid, since last week, when two 
employees were -directed 
Film Exchange Employees’ Union to 
toss up their jobs because of non- 
payment of wages for eight weeks. 
Harry O'Brien, snipping clerk, has 
$200 coming to him, and 
Mitchell, inspector, has a claim for 
$208. Several 
court of justice of the peace Frank 
C. Bledsoe, O’Brien obtained a de- 
fault judgment for $125 and 
Mitchell for $130 against the com- 
pany for wages due. 

Because no attachment can be 
served until 10 days after judgment 
has been obtained, O’Brien and Miss 
| Mitchell kept on the job until di- 
rected to quit. 
made to them that the back dough 
{will be paid as soon as finances 
|can be straightened out. 


Carl J. Polvino Bankrupt 


Buffalo, July 2. 
Car] J. Polvino, of Cuba, N. Y., 
‘who operated the Phelps theaire, 
|Phelps, N. Y., has filed in bank- 
'ruptey. Polvino gives his occupa- 
ition as a laborer, listing liabilities 
of $3,000 and no assets. 

Changes in the local RKO office 
following the upping of Elmer Lux 
to branch manager include transfer 
of Jack Chinell from Rochester to 
Buffalo city salesman, and Norman 
Sper from Syracuse to Rochester. 
| District office of Warner theatres 
division shifted from Jamesiown to 


Elmira by Ralph Crabill, district 
manager. 
Minna Rosen, who recently ac- 


quired ownership of the Artistic. has 
joined Jocal Republic exchange as 
booker, replacing Al Teeschemacher 

Mayfair, Syracuse, taken over by 
Jack Karp, also operating the 
Cameo there, and reopened; Harold 
A. Manheim managing. 

William Brimmer, formerly with 
Paramount and Republic exchanges, 
now with Universal, Omaha. 

Morris Slotnick, Waterville, is hos- 

italized. 

Paul Short Breveted 

Paul Short, divisional manager 
for National Screen Service with 
headquarters in Dallas, recently 
made a life member of Tent No. 17 
of the Variety Clubs of America by 
R. J. O'Donnell, first assistant ha- 
tional Chief Barker and Chief Bark- 
er of Tent No. 17, for his efforts in 
staging the celebrations attendant to 
the National Convention of Variety 
Clubs of Dallas 
April 20 


America, held in 


Tallman te Eimira 

Albany, N. Y., July 2. 
Tallman, assistant at 
Strand, Warner Bros. ace Albany 
house, promoted to manage _ the 
Regent, Elmira, succeeding Me! Con- 


William 


haim, recently shifted to Albany as 
manager of the Ritz, vice Robert 
Rosenthal, resigned. Andy Roy is 


manager of the Strand. 

William F. Murray, booker for 
/Grand National in Albany and Buf- 
falo until company folded, man- 
aging new Auto-vision theatre in 


East Greenbush. Owen Holmes. a 
former Springfield (Mass.)  pro- 


jectionsst, operates the drive-in. 


Mervis’ Bros. ‘Addition’ 


Pittsburgh, July 2 
Roosevelt acquired from Mark 
Browar by Mervis Bros., effective 
July 1. House is a deluxe: n 
Pittsburg’s Harlem district. Mer- 
vises Own four other locations _in 


this district and will shortly break 
ground for another in Aspinwall 
Date of sale marked Browar’s 33d 
anniversary in exhibition, having 
entered the business in 1907 as co- 
| owner with late Nate Friedberg of a 
nickelodeon. ; 
RKO exchange chief Herb Green- 
blatt has just announced the ap- 
pointment of Carl Peppercorn as of- 
fice manager, succeeding Dave Sil- 
|; verman, upped to saies berth left 
| vacant by resignation recently of 


Ed Lebby. Other changes at RKO 
include spotting of Dick Lange as 


city salesman, replacing Jack Gra- 
ham, resigned, and naming of I. T. 
Sweeney to take over Lange’s West 
Virginia territory. 

Tony Cavallo, one-time manage) 
of WB Liberiy in New Kensinston. 
named manager of Alpine circuit's 
newest house, the Girard, in West 
View. He replaces Joe Mazzei, who 
| quit berth recently after two weeks 
to return to his old post at Art 





by the 


Mamie 


weeks ago in the! 


Miss | 


Promises have been | 


| Cinema, foreign film center here. 

| Jerry Wechsler latest addition to 
| WB-FN sales staff here. He suc- 
' ceeds Bob Lynch, resigned, and will 
cover the northern area. Wechsler 
associated. recently with England 
Theatre Enterprises and some years 
ago operated an indie exchange lo- 
cally, 


McClain’s Shakeup 
Lincoln, Neb., July 2. 


| M. E. McClain, general manager of 
Central States Theatres in Nebraska, 
| shook his staff a bit this week. 
To replace Carl Rose, formerly in 
York, Neb., he took M, E. Lofgren 
from the Nebraska, J. H. Cooper 
house here. Rose was sent to the 
Iowa end of CST, at Chariton, Mec- 
Clain’s other Nebraska managers in- 
clude Bing Ingram, Fremont; Dick 


Phillips, Norfolk; Henry Salthun, 
|Columbus; Johnny Matthews, Al- 
bion; E. Schoenthal, Holdrege; and 


Mavnard Nelson, Norfolk, Neb. 
Main offices of the Nebraska Thea- 
tres, Inc., L. L. Dent’s Westland 
theatres ally here, have been moved 
from the Variety to the Liberty, by 
general manager Howard Federer. 
Of three Nebraksa theatres de- 
siroyed by fire last winter, two are 
being rebuilt and will open this 
month—the Empress, Kearney, and 
the Pace, Gordon, Neb. 
Pace, Gordon, Neb. 


Ray Hall's P.A, Chores 


Ray L. Hall, former editor of 
Pathe News and producer of shorts, 
has joined the Grand Ceniral thea- 
tre, N. Y., newsreel house, in charge 
of press relations. 


| He will function in the same ca- 


pacity also over the newsreeler that 
is under construction at the new 
Airlines terminal near to the Grand 
Central. 

John A. Downing, home office 
rep for RKO, shifts to Boston to be- 
come manager of the company’s ex- 
change there. 

Max Roth te WB Buffalo 

Max Roth, former salesman of 
Warner Bros. in Chicago, last week 
was named branch manager in Buf- 
falo, according to announcement by 
Roy Haines, eastern and Canadian 
sales manager. Roth takes the po- 
sition left veant by the promotion of 
Charles Rich from Buffalo to Cleve- 
land as branch manager recently. 

Bowers Shifts Houses 
Wheeling, W. Va., July 2. 

With the closing of the Virginia 
here for the summer, William Bow- 
ers, manager, shifted to the Capitol. 
Robert Roberts named manager of 
the Victoria. 


Much Chill—Also at B.O. 
Detroit, July 2. 

More than $100,000 worth of re- 
frigeration systems are being ine 
stalled in seven theatres here. Those 
putting in cooling devices are the 
Wayne, Harper, Ace, Atlas, Calvin, 
Van Dyke and Dawn. 

Detroit is having its coolest sum- 
mer in years. Record breaking lows. 


COOKING SCHOOL STUNT 
HYPOES PHILLY NABES 


Philadelphia, July 2. 

Matinee biz in Stanley-Warner 
nabes has been hypoed by a cook- 
ing school stunt conducted in 24 key 
spots in conjunction with the Philly 
Record and the Philadelphia Electric 
Co. 

Experts from the newspaper and 
the utility appear at a different 
house each afternoon to give cooking 
and household hints. Prizes donated 
by manufacturers and dealers of ap- 
pliances are distributed to lucky 

umber holders. 

The events receive plenty of space 
in the Record and have resulted in 
good b.o. in the midst of the usual 
summer slump, 


Osa Johnson’s Personals 
With ‘Married Adventure’ 
Osa Johnson is to make a personal 

appearance tour of the country in 
connection and concurrently with 
release of her picture, ‘I Married 
Adventure,’ which Columbia places 
on general release July 24. She will 
play with the picture on each en- 
gsagement, but is being booked sepa- 
rately by Clark H. Getts, her concert 
manager. 

While no dates are yet set, Mrs. 
Johnson will appear in most of the 
keys, with New York probable as the 
starter. House film is to play in 
N. Y.; has not yet been contracted. It 
will be the first time the explorer- 
producer has made any p.a.’s since 
she and the late Martin Johnson 
toured the Fox houses some years 
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Light entertainment is the right 
entertainment! And Paramount 
has nothing else but! 









,.they’re shooting in the right direction... LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT... 





no problem pictures, nothing heavy, 


comedy, Cop yarvthine designed 


In the tall corn of lowa, the Tri-States Theatres check in with a “Defi- 





nite reaction against heavy dramatic pictures. From coast to coast 


Paramount's prosperous parade of painless, problem-less pictures 
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MARYLAND 


} (TECHNICOLOR) 
Hollywood, June 29. 


Mth Century-Fox release of Gene Markey 


winetion Features Walter Brennan, Fay 
inter, Brenda Joyce, John Payne, Charles 
egies, Hattie McDaniel, Marjorie 
aver. Directed by Henry King Orig- 
sl] sereenplay by Ethel Hill and Jack 
drews: camera, George Barnes; techni- 
or unessociate, hay Rennahan; editor, 
rbara McLean reviewed at Grauman's 
inese, June 2S. 41), Running time, 90 
NS. 
iam Stewart Waher Brennan 
arlotte Pantield Fay Bainter 
da... Ltirenda Joyce 
e Dantield > or John Payne 
2, eee ..Charles Ruggles 
DAs 6s ae P 4 tinttie McDaniel 
rzie Tomlir .Marjorie Weaver 
‘neer lanti Sidney Blackmer 
adrach. Pen Carter 
eiace Ernest Whitman 
ckman.. .Paul Hervey 
m Bolton .Robert Lowery 


| Spencer Charters 
ynouncer..... Ed Thorgersen 
Ss a0 be oes re Stanley Andrews 
Es occ , , Erville Alderson 
terinarian Frank Thomas 
eriff.... Cliff Clark 


cs Grace Hayle 
William Davidson 

Clarence Muse 
Sul-te-Wan 


*s. Carrineton 
hn A‘dieon.... 
verend Bitters 
ae ae eae . Madame 


e Dantield ¢ ) ...Bobby Andersen 
e Danfiel! (11) - . Dickie Jones 
ada «). ary ae Patsy Lou Barber 
Se DEOMI. occ cc ceccesccvess George Heed 
Ss a4 bis oes ow ....Zack Williams 
i Seah aed op othe en Ck Oe Darby Jones 
(ae ; Mildred Gover 
ether Mos« .Thaddeus Jones 
Rs» ats i264 0s .. Arie Lee Branche 
other Dhiches ss ..Clinton Rosemond 
Se PUREE os bce wnes ee ooees Gladden James 


CR lad andl nb ino Edward Fielding 





‘Maryland’ is a companion picture 
‘Kentucky,’ turned out by 20th- 
ox a year ago. Like its predecessor, 
slight and familiar plot is woven 
‘ound the breeding and training of 
_oroughbred horses. In ‘Kentucky,’ 
as racers for the turf while here 
ae yarn revolves around hunters 
yinted for the jumps and steeple- 
jase. Light on marquee names and 
eak in plot structure, picture is 
ted to program rating by its Tech- 
color, which accentuates the quali- 
es of numerous exterior panoramas 
x0t in Maryland. Picture will roll 
irough the general runs for nominal 
Zz. 
Story is little more than a formula 
lot on which to hang incidents sec- | 
idary to the training and racing of | 
‘unters. It unwinds at a leisurely 
ait to build up to the expected race 
the Marviand Hunt Ciub classic. 
tandout sequence is enagtment of a 
egro revival meeting which catches 
ttention for its spontaneity and en- 
iusiasm of the group of colored 
layers involved. The Maryland 
unt race is more thrilling as a dis- 
lay of the capabilities of both 
orses and riders than as a climactie 
nish to the picture. 


When Fay Bainter’s husband is 
silled during a fox hunt, she dis- 


oses of her stables and staff, deter- 
lined her son shall never ride a 
orse. The boy is sent to Europe for 
chooling, but on his return joins up 
Yith the old trainer to ride in the 
Hunt classic on a horse which turns 
ut to be a foal of a thoroughbred 


irdered destroyed by his mother 
fears previously. There’s a minor 
fash of romance between the boy 


nd the trainer’s granddaughter; 
fumerous incidents of Negro life 
*round the mansion and stables; and 
fhuch horsey footage, which is cli- 
naxed by the big race. 

* Miss Bainter is the headstrong 
jistress of Broadlawn who gives up 
ove of horses to prevent her son 
rom riding; Walter Brennan is the 
Id trainer, serving to maintain in- 
erest in the proceedings with a fine 
verformance despite scfipt shortcom- 
Ings. Brenda Joyce and John Payne 
re adequate for the love interest, 
vhile Charlie Ruggles is too in- 
requently seen. Colored Ben Car- 
er. stable groom, catches major at- 


ention with a standout character- 
zation which has been built for 
‘“omedy purposes. Hattie McDaniel, 


Aarjorie Weaver and Sidney Black- 
ner head the supporting cast. 
Henry King’s direction points up 
he training and racing angles to 
700d advantage, but fails to over- 
tome the weakness of a static and 
amiliar plot structure. The Techni- 
‘olor photography is best for the ex- 
erior settings, which do much to 
*nhance the picture’s values. But the 
interiors display a new and strange 
ighting technique which tend to 
make audiences conscious of the 
-olor in both faces and settings. 
Walt. 


» Andy Hardy Meets 


Debutante 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 28. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Maver tior ! 
eas Features | vis S ev Roo 
Ti ‘ f . Par t Fay Hil n lud 
; r D f ] ee, 
Screenplay Annalee Whitmore ’ 
Thomas Seller. hase ( char ters ented 
by Aurania Rouvers Sik > War- 
mer and Charlies Lawtor ed r, Harold F 
Hmress Previewed at \ two Vill 
June 27. ‘40. Running time. 85 MINS, 
Judge Hardy Faw aa phase Lewis Stone 
Andy Hardy...... see. Mickey Rooney 
Marian Herdy.... Cecilia Parker 
BMrs. Herdy........... ...Fay Holden 
Betsy Booth Judy Garland 


Ann Rutherford 
Diana Lewis 
Breakston 


Polly Benedict 
Darhne Fowler: 
“Beezy’ 


etercroveotdsse 200THO 


fAunt Milly..... bxeckos -«-- Sara Haden 
ER ee OG ec hie pas ee Harry Tyler 

r. Benedict...... ..+..-Addison Richards 
Inderwood...... ass ....49e0rge Lessey 
rertruce. OT OCT TTT) ks Biake 


DCE shot ccccecn’s és Cy Kenda 
Franc sh sso ae ‘ ..ClIyde Willson 
Latest adventure of Andy Hardy 
sarries him to New York for a whirl 


the big town and some tangled 





much-publicized glamor debutante. 
Packed with amusing situations and 
plenty of laugh entertainment, ‘Andy 
Hardy Meets Debutante’ will carry 
through the key and subsequent runs 
to continue the profitable biz of its 
predecessors. 


The familiar members of the 
Hardy family are again present, 
with second reappearance of Judy 


Garland in the series indicating that 
she might move in for regular as- 
signment later, if the Rooney-Gar- 
land duo might be required to 
strengthen later issues. Miss Gar- 
land socks over two old tunes, 
‘Alone,’ by Nacio Herb Brown and 
Arthur Freed, and ‘I'm Nobody's 
Baby,’ by Benny Davis, Milton Ager 
and Lester Sanily. 

Rooney's troubles stort when he is 
moonstruck by piciures of the cur- 
rent No. 1 glamor deb of the big 
towh, and claims friendship with 
her to editors of the school paper 
But when Judge Hardy (Stone) 
packs the family off to New York 
when he has to protect the endow- 
ment of the local orphanage, Mickey 
decides he must meet the publicized 
deb and show the town folks up. 
While the judge siraightens out the 


legal problems, Rooney finds the ap- | 


| 


proach to a glamor girl tough sled- 
ding. But he finally makes the 
grade through many trials, and with 
the aid of Miss Garland, a chum of 
the deb. 
kiss from Miss Garland in New York 





Rooney winds up with a} 


and one from the old home favcrite, | 


Ann Rutherford—and an adolescent 
indecision on how to handle two ro- 
mances at one time. 

Rooney’ enthusiastically dashes 
through his maze of problems and 
adolescent love affairs in fine style. 
Subdued considerably are his former 
faults of overplaying and mugging— 
but there’s still plenty of effective- 
ness in his delineation of the young 
Hardy character. Miss Garland is 


prominent and lovely as the adoring | 


girl friend in the big city, while 
Diana Lewis is an eyeful as the 


giamor deb. Latter, in a few shots, | 


displays a personality and charm 


that might well tab her as a young, 


edition of .Norma Shearer. The re- 


semblance is striking. 


Lewis Stone continues to dominate | 


the Hardy family as the kindly 
judge. His several dissertations on 
Americanism and the liberties en- 
joyed in this country hit the bull’s- 
eye ,in timeliness, and still are not 
too preachy to get off the direct path 
of the story. 

Picture is studded with laughs at 
the discomforting adventures of 
Rooney in the big city. His excur- 
sion to a swank night club, and cli- 
mactic episode when he finds his 
bankroll is too small for the check, 
is a comedy highlight. ‘Andy Hardy 


Meets Debuntante’ is a topnotcher of 


the serieg and as such will be timely 
for the summer boxoffices. Walt. 


The Man Who Talked 
Too Much 


Warner Bros f 


release o 


Edmund Grainger 
production. Stars George Brent and Vir- 
kinia Bruce; features Brenda Marshall, 
Richard Barthelmess William Tundigar 
Directed by Vincent Sherman Screenplay 
bv Walter DeLeon and Tom Reed, from 
play by Frank J. Collins: camera, Sid Hick- 
x editor, Thomas Pratt. Reviewers at 
Strand, N q week June 28, ‘40, Run 
‘ing time, 76 MINS 
COO FOPTUGS, 6. ciccccsecs George Brent 
] n Ke 2 eeeeses Vir ' Bru 
Celia FParra@dy..cecccces ... Brenda M hal, 
Fe eS Pere rn Richerd Barthelmess 
Johnnv Forhes ‘on William. Lundigan 
Slue McNutt ‘: ... Gee e Tobias 
District Attorney Dickson John Litel 
Ey TROENOTIM, 5 oc cxcuccecs Henry Armetta 
ON 3. RS eee David Bruce 
KB. A. Smith..... -..-.-Clarence Kolb 
Barton ..Louis Jean Heydt 
Lefty Kyler .Mare Lawrence 
District Attorney Ne'son Ed Stanley 
Mrs. Knight ‘ Kay Sutton 
a ee ate ; Elliott Sullivan 
Butch... _ rr Dick Rich 
Gc ansndqesres eee gf Har ton 
Brooks . . John | gely 
Federal District Attorne Green.... 

William F. st 
Roscoe's Secretary.......... Maris Wrixon 
Governor's Secretary Dana Dale 


This is a remake of ‘The Mouth- 
piece,” produced by WB 
1932 when anything in the way of 
a gangster film was usually big b.o. 


The story has been given only a 
slight switch for 1940, plus more 


implausibilities, and it stacks up now 
as a weakie except in the limited 
number of action houses 

Warren William and Aline Mac- 
Mahon were teamed as lawyer and 
secretary in the orge 
Brent and Vrginia Bruce are in the 


original: Ge 


ame roles in this version They 
re also the film’s sta) but don't 
noicate sufficient marquee strength 


to overcome the production's 
debility 


Back in 


general 


1932 a hoodlum's lawyer 


story was something of a novelty 
for the scieen, besides riding then 
on the crest of the popularity of 
Gene Fowler’s book, ‘The Great 


Mouthpiece’ (William J. Fallon). 
Latter was never made as a film. 
but undoubtedly keved a Hollywood 
cycle. Nowadays, however, a film 
of this type would have to be of 


back in| 


Miniature’ Reviews 

‘Maryland’ (20th). Horse-breed- 
ing and steeplechase yarn lifted 
to program ,rating by dandy 
Technicolor exteriors. 

‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutante’ 
(M-G). Latest Hardy feature 
substantial entertainment to hy- 
po summer biz. 

‘The Man Who Talked Teo 
Much’ (WB). Weak remake of 
‘The Mouthpiece’ (1932); stars 
George Brent and _ Virginia 
Bruce. 

‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th). Light 
comedy entertainment for the 
lesser runs and dual billers. 

‘Queen of the Mob’ (Par). J. 
Edcar Hoover gangster thriller, 
wiih Blanche Yurka and J. Car- 
rol Naish; sturdy dualer. 

‘Street of Memories’ (20th). 
Familiar amnesia victim formula 
displayed in ineffectual drama. 
Strictly filler duals. 


‘Rocky Mountain Rangers’ 
(Rep). Three Mesquiteers ride 


range again in slick western 
thriller. 

‘Grand Ole Opry’ (Rep). 
Pleasantly corny dualer for the 
family time, featuring Weaver 
Bros. and Elviry. 








own practice until a gang 
leader, Richard Barthelmess, per- 
suades him to defend the mob for 
very fancy coin. This enables Brent 
to pay off his bills; send his kid 
brother, William Lundigan, through 
law school, and open an office that 
looks like Ben Marden’s Riviera 
nitery Naturally he is forced to 
pull plenty of crooked tricks to pull 
the mobsters out of the fire, and 
this irks his pure-minded brother, 
who turns over to the FBI the neces- 
sary evidence to convict Bart'el- 
mess. Now the latter is irked, so 
he has his mobsters frame the kid 
on a murder rap. Brent sweats the 
real killer into a confession, saves 
his brother from the chair at the 
last minute. and gets a few gun slugs 
from EParthelmess in return. The 
finish shows him recovering in a 
hospital but he still doesn’t clinch 
with his faithful and beautiful sec, 
Virginia Bruce. 

Film's slight 


in his 


romantic angle, in 


fact, is centered only on Lundigan 
and Brenda Marshall, although 
there’s a running hint that Miss 
Bruce holds more than a_steno’s 


book for Brent. The from 
the original is Brent’s obvious pur- 
ity so far as dames are concerned, 
while Warren William in ‘Mouth- 
piece’ set a record for chasing. 
There’s nothing distinguished about 
the performances of Brent, Miss 
Bruce, or Lundigan: in fact, they’re 


switeh 


stereotyped. Miss Marshall is seen 
only briefly and wide-eyed. 
However, the film has some im- 


portance in again showing Barthel- 
mess on a screen. The ex-star is 
miscast as a soft-spoken gang chief, 
but his speaking ability rates more 
and better chances. 
former who shows up well is George 
Tobias, who played the screwy bal- 
let master in ‘You Can't Take It 
With You’ on Broadway. He’s in 
the role of a comedy mugg in this 
film and is easily the picture’s stand- 
out. Louis Jean Heydt, also as an 
exaggeratedly quiet killer, is 
but Henry Armetta, playing 
Armetta. provides a few needed 
laughs. test of the cast are in for 
minor bits. 

Direction and camera are average. 
but not as much can be said for the 
dialog or the unbelievable montage 
of New York newspapers headlin- 


S$o-so, 


ing the most minor exploits of a 
lawyer, Scho. 
SAILOR’S LADY 


%%th Century-Fox production and release. 
Stars Nancy Kelly and Jon Hall; features 
Joan Davis, Dana Andrews, Mary Nash, 
Larry Crabbe, Wally Vernon, Bruce Hamp- 
ton, Directed b Allan Dwan, Story, Frank 
VYead: adaptation, Frederick Hazlitt Bren- 
nan, Lou Breslow and Owen Francis; edi- 
tor, Fred Allen; camera, Ernest Palmer. 
At Rox N. ¥ week June 28, '40, Run- 

ng time, 67 MINS, 

Sally Gi ‘ rivtT. | Kelly 
Dar Malone : ane ‘eae Jon Hall 
Myrtl Joan Davis 
- \ Andrews 
\1 Marv Nash 

Crabbe 

f 1 Aldridg 

t M {irr Shannon 

‘ I Wally Vernon 
Skippe ; ‘ " Bruce Hampton 

tain Rosco Cm es D. Brown 


‘Sailor's 


fowl but 


fish nor 
elements 


Lady’ is neither 


its various com- 
enter- 
received with 


bine to produce programmer 
tainment that will be 


indulgence, albeit not with acclaim. | 


Picture is more comedy than any- 
thing else but it also has its melo- 


extraordinary strength to top the The Roxy, N. Y.. is too big an order 


recent drama in the daily press 
anent Dixie Davis, et al. “The Man 
Who Talked Too Much,’ in4Pis re- 
spect, is talking only cliches. 
title is also a hindrance: the orig- 
inal would have been better. 


The will 


dramatic and romantic moments. 
for ‘Sailor’s Lady.’ It’s a ‘B’ not! 
strong enough to meet the require- 
ments of the larger first runs, but! 
get by OK as a_ supporting 
feature on duals. 
The Navy serves as background 


The essence of the story itself for the original turned out by Frank 


has been done and redone to a crisp 
in pictures. It’s about the lawyer 
who suffers remorse when, as 
assistant district attorney, he sends 
an innocent kid to the chair. 


an Bruce Hampton, is 


Wead, while-a baby (Skipper), only | 


10 months old, provides novelty. Kid, 
very 


minds extremely well pefore the 


c He | camera. 
adventures when he tries to meet a. quits as prosecutor, but goes hungry | 


Plot and situations turn in aj] di- 


Another per- | 


only | 


cute and, 


rections but in the main concerns 
the rivalry between two gobs for 
the hand of Nancy Kelly, a gal who 
has inherited little Skipper as a 
ward. For purposes of farce, one of 
the sailors, Jon Hall, gets himself 
mistaken as the father of the child. 
Best sequence for laughs occurs after 
the kid has been planted on Hall's 
ship as it is about to engage in 
battle practice. Dialog has 
good punch. 

Joan Davis is in the cast but there 
isn’t enough of the 
Others in support include Larry 
Crabbe. Dana Andrews, Mary Nash, 
Wally Vernon and Charles D. — 

mar. 


QUEEN OF THE MOB 


Paramount production and release. Fea- 
| tures Ralph Bellamy, Blanche Yurka, J. 
| Pau Naish, Jean Cagney, Willlam Henry, 





Paul Kelly, Riehard Denning, James Seuy. 
| Directed by James Hogan. Screenplay by 





Horace McCoy and William Rk. Lipman, 
based on J. Edgar Hoover's book, ‘Perrons 
in Hiding’; editor, Arthur Schmidt; camera, 
Theodor Sparkuh!. At Criterion, N. Y., 
week June 28, '40. Running time, 61 MINS. 
DONNA, 6 sb0dedeveeeeesae's Ralph Bellamy | 
ee ee Blanche Yurka 
lg re J. Carrol Naish 
BEEOE WONStOF... ca vevesccosess Jean Cagney 
re... .c bveheucobas William Henry 
Charlie Webster........... Richard Denning 
EE CEE hoon 405000006 vane een Paul Kelly 
i Pr. cecaekeetesenwe Hedda Hopper 
a Ef Ree James Seay 
ER re eG oe jack Carson 
CE os cor cesecsccsdbec ep sees Billy Gilbert 
EPS rrrrey crit y frre John Miljan 
Dis seve eecbs oon neke Cee Paul Stanton | 
ee WOR. ccc caccscoeabs Tommy Conley 
Butler...... F ..Charles Moore 


Auto Camp Proprietor 
Nurse (Bert's Baby).... 
PRT e 
Policeman...... 


.Raymond Hatton 
..Mary ‘Treen 
Frank M, Thomas 


eae ....Ed Gargan 

Santa Claus ...-Howard Mitchell 
PPIs <evgcvees ..+-Neil Hamilton 
fare ee at aa tobert Ryan 
me, SUPOOOOUIIR: 6 cnc cen chess Leona Roberts 
NN. 6k ie 3250 8456 4 eR Lloyd Corrigan 
| ED. oa 66660 -Laura Treadwell 
¢ SR eee «....-Roy Gordon 
ae Se CONE Voter cccbecsued James Flavin 
i Serre occcessccses ORES BUDD 


Paramount has taken another case 
history from the files of J. Edgar 
Hoover, as given in his ‘Persons in 
Hiding’ ‘book, and made it into a 
rugged gangster thriller. Cast makes 
/up for absence of marquee names 
jin the array of familiar screen per- 
| sonalities, picture containing the 
| largest number of speaking parts for 
|this type feature in months. Pro- 
|duction is excellent summer if 
and a robust entry otherwise on the 
upper half of a dual setup. 

‘Queen of the Mob’ is highly rem- 
iniscent of the Floyd-Alvin Karpis 
mob operations, particularly of the 
former in the final scene where ‘Ma’ 
and the sole remaining son shoot it 
|out with G-men. However, the fable 
never definitely spots a particular 
i; gangster, main thesis having to do 
| with a snatch and tracing ‘hot’ money 
by the FBI. Several brutal killings 
and the continued existence of ‘Ma’ 
|}and her boys despite all G-man op- 
erations are handed a sugary coating 
in several episocy, and, of course, 
right at the finish when the femme 


gangster says, ‘alright G-man, you 
win.’ 
Despite this glossing over, few 


punches are pulled as machinations 
of the ruthless kindnapers and rob- 
bers are vividly portrayed. Open- 
ing sequence highlights a bank rob- 
bery on Christmas eve. Scripters 
have rung in the holiday eve angle 
twice subsequently at crucial mo- 
ments of gang’s career, final com- 
ing as ‘Ma’ and her only uncap- 
tured son prepare to welcome neigh- 
borhood youngsters at a Christmas 
tree. Blasting of G-men with tommy 
guns wipes out the son and forces 
‘Ma’ to surrender. 

Playscripters Horace McCov and 
William R. Lipman have constructed 
other bright episodes for this 
gangster plot, with director James 
Hogan doing yeoman, work shoving 
the points home despite a cumber- 
some cast. Outstanding jis the run- 
ning gun fight near the plane about 
to hop off with one of captured sons. 


|while another is the slaying of 
gangster Tom Webster. who wanted 


to skip the country with the ‘hot’ 
money. 

Blanche Yurka, as ‘Ma’ Webster. 
who has three gangster sons. is 
the focal character in the varied 
career of the band she leads. It’s 
a trim portrayal, calling for a 
{motherly role, thence the tough 
mobster chief, and also a_ society 
dame Naish again has a typical 


gangster part, and Paul Kelly, James 
Seay and Richard Denning are ade- 
quate as the three mobster sons. 
William Henry, the one up) 
is overly saccharine 
sister of James, cast as the lawyer's 
wife, has only a minor role but give: 
hint of going places. Ralph Bellamy 
is the law. while Jack Carson is 
his aide. Support reads like the 
Par talent roster, Billy Gilbert. in a 


ight son, 


Jean Cagney, 


slapsticky comedy bit: Hedda Hop- 
per, John Miljan. Raymond Hatton, 
Ed Gargan. Neil Hamilton, Paul 
Stanton, Tommy Conley, Mary 


Treen, Leona Roberts, Sonny Bupp 
and James Flavin being included. 
Wear, 





Rep Scribes Assigned 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Five writers were assigned to 
Scripting jobs by Albert J. Cohen. 
scenario chief at Republic. 

Rian James went to work on ‘Hit 
Parade,’ Gertrude Purcell on ‘False 
| Witness,’ Lester Koenig on ‘All Night 
| Program,’ and Betty Burbridge and 
| Connie Lee on a Gene Autry starrer. 





pretty | 


comedienne. | 


fare, | 


' Roberts 


}amnesia formula. 


STREET OF MEMORIES 


j Hollywood, June 26. 
20th-Fox release of Lucien Hubbard pro- 
duction, Features Lynne Roberts. Guy 


| Kibbee, John McGuire. Directed by Shepard 
Traube. Original screenplay lbhy Robert 
Lees and Frederic I. Rinaldo; camera, 
(harles Clarke; editor, Nich de Maggio, 
Previewed at Fox Wilsehie, June 2, ‘40, 
Running time: 70 MINS, 


| Catherine Foster.... . Lynne Roberts 





Barry ByORbe cc cccccceccncess Guy hibbee 
' Joe Mason whaes ... John MeGuire 
Mike Sullivan..........+.... ...-Ed Gargan 
DEP, Wei c cttacvocs Hobart Cavanauch 
Be, GRE cect cctccrcvees Jerome Cowan 
tt PG es sands e cobs Chorles Waldron 
Student Barber...........Sterling Helloway 
BOM . ccccccceccescedsrceces Scotty Beckett 
BEMTY AWM. cccccccccecsesssess Adele liorner 
Dr. TheermtOm..ccccdececece Vierre Watkin 


‘Street of Memories’ should pro- 
vide little more than playing time to 
round out program sked of double 
bill requirements. Picture, function- 
ing as a laboratory experiment for 
some new talent on the studio roster, 
unsuccessfully tries to put over an 
‘arty’ and psychological preachment 
of some kind or other while losing 


| sight of basic audience recuirements 
| for entertainment purposes. 


This is Lucien Hubbard's first pro- 
duction effort since joinin®? the 20th- 
| Fox staff. Shepard Traube gets his 


| first crack at feature directing: Rob- 


ert Lees and Frederic I. Renaldo 
turn in their first Screenplay: and the 


| two leads are handed to*another pair 
|of newcomers, Lynne Roberts and 


John McGuire. 

Traube strains noticeably in his 
direction while the scripters fail to 
maintain necessary interest through 
the maze of incidents and material 
welded together in ihe yarn. Miss 
and McGuire mieht have 
screen possibilities, but have no 
chance here with the material and 
direction provided. 

Story sticks close to the outdated 
McGuire is a rov- 
ing vagrant seeking a job. He meets 
and falls in love with Miss Roberts, 
a waitress in a cheap hopstool eatery. 
From there on it’s a crossfire of set- 


| ting a job and keeping the romance 


going, until the boy gets a bump on 
the head and wakes uv to remember 
he’s the son of a wealthy midwestern 
menufacturer. In some. strange 
fashion his romantic interludes with 


‘the girl—at first a complete blank— 


gradually impress on his mind for 
the eventual happy ending. 

Guy Kibbee is most prominent in 
the supporting cast, which includes 
Ed Gargan, Hobart Cavanaugh and 
Sterling Holloway. Walt. 


Rocky Mountain Rangers 


Republie release of Harry Grey produce 








tion Features Robert Livingston, RKuiy- 
mond Hatton, Duncan Renaldo (Three Mes- 
quiteers), Directed by George Sherman, 
Original story by J. Benton Cheney. based 
on characters created by William Colt Mace 
Donald: sereenplay by Rarry 3 Shipman, 
Farle Snell; editor, Lester Orlebeck: music, 
Feuer; camera, Jack Mart At Centrel 
N z week June 26, °40, dual, Running 
time: 55 MINS, 
Stohy Brooke........ ....Robert Livingston 
ERUGCY JOR. 6c cccces ....Raymond Hatton 
es sastbbeehedineieses Duncan Renaldo 
Doris Manners...... ..... Rosella Towne 
Daniel Burke mmy MehKim 
Pe SNS cedeccstdancases Terov Muson 
COPCSIG TOPIC. ccc cecaccs -e-- at O’ Malley 
Jim Parton ‘ wseeee. Dennis Moore 
MEOMMNOFB. ....scceee .- Jolin St. Polis 
Sergeant Bush . ; ~ee- Robert Blair 
Johr uaa ae cocvveseosecee URE Carutm 
PERONA SG £5 ba RheeCeeeee KR eae Jack Kirk 


Latest cactus country thriller for 
Three Mesquiteers will further bol- 
ster their growing popularity with 
western fans. It has a plethora of 
action and neatly conceived plot, 
with the happy-go-lucky daredevils 
cashing in on better than customary 
material. Will rate high in this 
series, but running time ostensibly 
gears it for dual setups. 

Yarn has Robert Livingston. one of 


Mesauiteers, doubling in hero ana 
villain roles. He’s pictured as one 
of the small group striving to bring 


law and order to a Panhandle fron- 
tier town and fakes being the ‘La- 
redo Kid’ to break un a band of 
fuerilla cut-throats, long terrors of 
the region. Livingston also portrays 
the real ‘Laredo Kid,’ who’s bumped 
off in less than one reel. 

Three Mesquiteers this time enlist 
in the service of the Texas Rangers, 
screen vet Raymond Hatton stealing 
scenes whenever he hes the chance. 

Besides the swift temno main- 
tained by the production, there is a 
well-staged plunge from an over- 
hanging cliff onto a speeding stage- 
coach, and also a daring dive by one 
of the cowboys and his brone from a 
towering ledge into the water. 

George Sherman’s direction is ton- 

ight, as Jack Marta’s vhotog- 


as 1s 
anh r 
rapny. x 


vear. 


GRAND OLE OPRY 


(WITH SONGS) 


Renu 2 of Arm haefer pro- 
tion Meatures Weaver Bros and El- 
Viry (June Weaver) Directed by Frank 
Veclonnal . reenplay Dorrell and Stuart 
McGowan; camera, Jack Mar editor, Ray 
enycer;, musical director Cv Feuer hie- 
viewed in Projection Room. N June 28 
"40 Running time: 68 MINS ’ 
\bner SATE LALa Ter . Leon Weaver 
IOBEO... bese 6e es Frank Weaver 
iB VER oc casseses June Weaver 
Susie Anne Weaver. Loie Ranson 
Fred Barnes re Allan lane 
William ¢ Scully.... flenry Kolker 
‘Hur a CUNO. i... John Hariley 
Violey. Te. ee ee es Loretta Weover 
Att rney Ge.eral Purnell Pratt 
Ginger. Terres e ner (oire Corleton 
t. Governor...... re Ferris Taylor 
{ne} Dave Macon and Dorris 
Roy Acuff and Smoky Mountain Boys w th 


Rachel 
George Dewey Hay 
_The corn stalks rise high in this 
hillbilly comedy, but as the usual 
Republic budgeter, ‘Grand Ole Oprv’ 
suggests sufficient boxoffice possibili- 
(Continued on page 19) 
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The South American! 


and others. 
market is so small that it hardly pays 
to maintain exchanges and ship the 
film. This has always been true of 
S. A., even in the old silent days, it 
is stated. 


Bankers’ Realistic 
View of Situation 


Pressure from eastern financial 
bigwigs to conform solely with do- 
mestie grosses, establishing produc- 
tion strictly on the basis of antici- 
pated return from the new world 
market, has been intense. 
film chiefs, for several years en- 
visioning exactly what’s happened to 
revenues, likewise agree with the 
financial interests. 

The way bankers figure the situa- 
tion it’s simply a matter of making 
a $1,000,000 feature for $750,000, a 
$700,000 film for $500,000, etc. 

Last month Warner Bros., in 


showing figures for the 26 weeks’ 


ending last Feb. 24, pointed out the 


Forget Foreign Market 


Continued from page 5 


Foreign | 








ering 1939 said: ‘The company has 
continued its practice of allocating 
85% of feature production cost to 
U.S. and Canada (domestic) and 15% 
to foreign countries.’ Par set aside 


| $718,976 last year as reserve for con- 


tingencies plus $170,740 reserved for 
losses of foreign subsids. 

Universal, after writing off special 
amortization reserve of $5,000 week- 
ly, increased the amount to $8,000 
per week in its half-year statement 
and made it retroactive to the first 
of the fiscal year. This realistic 
treatment of. revenues was to the 
liking of Wall Street because it 
showed in black and white just how 
much foreign losses had cut into the 
net profits. Thus, the Universal 
statement revealed that this $8,000 
weekly writeoff reduced net earn- 
ings for the first six months from 
$1,381,002 to $1,173,002. 


Similarly Columbia Pictures wrote | ‘ 
|} lowing the recent convention in In- 


off $300,000 special reserve for pos- 
sible adjustments incident to war 














“And for What! 


Now that the Continental market is admittedly ‘shot,’ foreign film 
execs in New York admit that it’s hardly been worth the effort, not 


It's been a constant source of 


economic yield considering the effort they feel. 


only recently but for the past five years. 


burned-up energy, with little net 
For one thing, mount- 


ing restrictions, legislations and local financial embargoes were con- 


stantty harassing. 


But, to quote a foreign film exec just back from Europe, where 


he had charge of the entire Continent: 
To begin with, you’re an American and they think you’re 
On the other hand, you're compelled to 


respect. 
crazy in business dealings. 


. it wasn't worth it in this 


trade with Europeans of Hungarian, Czech, French, Polish, Syrian, 
Latin, Russian and German extraction, each with a completely differ- 
ent perspective on life and business, and each wondering what it’s all 


about. 


You burned yourself out closing a deal, and for what?’ 








impossibility of ascertaining what, 


could be realized from the foreign 


market and that changed conditions | 


had been recognized in amortization 
of film costs. Additionally, the coam- 
pany wrote off $370,000 as reserve 
for contingencies, charging it as a 
liability. 

That Wall Street is watching the 
financial status of film companies 
closely was seen recently when sev- 
eral big houses in the Street, inter- 
ested in Paramount securities,’ stu- 
died the summary of world condi- 
tions outlined by Barney Balaban to 
stockholders. Balaban gave a true 
picture of the company’s investments 
abroad 
revenues to the total income of the 
corporation from all sources. 


Paramount’s annual statement cov- | 





Pitt Critics 


Continued from page 3 














to an indorsement of these two films, 
pointing out that they had seen the 
Originals and hadn’t found them 
wanting. 

Feldman and Totman had a select 
Clientele they said they desired to 
contact ,the mailing list of symphony 
and concert subscribers, and wanted 
to use the crix names, even their sig- 
natures. Krug, Lewis, Monahan, 
Lewis and Cohen saw nothing wrong 
with this. They told Feldman and 
Totman to go ahead. So the WB 
publicists immediately organized the 
Pittsburgh Movie Critics Circle and 
appointed Dorothy Darling secre- 
tary. A day later, letters headed 
with the name of the organization, 
and penned by Feldman and Totman, 
went to several thousand prospective 
upper-bracket customers over the 
names of the reviewers and the com- 
munique urged the recipients to see 
‘two movies of importance,’ ‘Ou 
Town’ and ‘Susan and God.’ At the 
Same time there was a word, too, to 
be on the lookout for a pair o° othe 
big, worthwhile films, ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too’ and “The Mortal Storm.’ 

The letters also went on to say 
that the Pittsburgh Movie Critics 
Circle had been formed with an idea 
to informing discriminating people 
from time to time on the merits of 
a select group of Hollywood pictures, 
and that similar communications 
would reach them whenever the film 
on the way seemed to merit special 
consideration. 

Crix in the Middle 


The crix themselves okayed the 
message, which was reac to them 
first, and thought nothing more about 
it. That is, they thought no more 
about it until two days after the 
letters had been mailed and the boys 
found themselves right in the middle 
of a business office revolution. 

How could Krug, Lewis, Monahan, 
Fortune and Cohen, the pursers of 
the Sun-Tele, the Press and the Post- 


and the relation of foreign | 


conditions in its 9l-month earnings 
report. Despite this writeoff, com- 
pany was able to show net profit of 
$341,348 and to maintain a strong net 
quick asset position. Statement that 
assets were being maintained on ra- 
tio of about 12-to-1 in relation to 
current liabilities was rated favor- 
ably by financial analysts. 

Financial statement of 20th-Fox 
for 1939 was regarded in Wall Street 
as the most comprehensive one ever 
issued by the company. It listed 
$877,921 as liability for final rental 
received in advance, with foreign re- 
mittances held in abeyance, and also 
charged $400,006 for depreciation of 
foreign currency. Fact that every 
phase of operation was given minute 


scrutiny in the report also was 
viewed favorably in the Street. 
Gazette wanted to know, take the 


bread right out of their own mouths? 
Here they were lending themselves 
to direct-mail advertising expendi- 
tures which should have been used 
for legitimate newspaper space. Not 
only that, but they were also giving 
their opinions in advance, making it 
unnecessary for the film-going pub- 
lic to pay 3c to read ‘n print what 


the boys thought about the new pix. | 


Of course, the spanking was only 


verbal, but the critics were warned | 


not to let it happen again, or else. 
Feldman and Totman at a late hour 
over the weekend were considering 
announcements to their 
mailing list reading: ‘You have re- 
ceived your first—and last—commu- 
nication from the Pittsburgh Movie 
Critics Circle.’ 


sending 


O’Hara Vice Nathan 

Newsweek’s business office ideas 
supposedly also figured in a desire 
to extend the scope of George Jean 
Nathan's department, resulting in the 
latter resigning because he didn’t 
feel like writing on films and other 
amusement topics. Nathan stated he 
was essentially a dramatic critic, and 
whatever News- 


n, he’d stick 


erudite or 


esoterit 


in O’Hara has been 
managing editor Rex 
Smith to take up Nathan’s chore, 
tarting with the next issue, Latter 
has gone on a cruise with some per- 
sonal friends, and O’Hara will double 
between films, legit, the circus and 
anything else that chooses his fancy. 
It parallels the elasticity that John 
Lardner enjoys in the sports cov- 
erage on Newsweek. 

O'Hara, in between Hollywood 
writing and completion of ‘Pal 
Joey,” musicomedy based on _ his 
New series (score by Rod- 
gers and Hart), has already taken 
up his Newsweek assignment. 
no novice at this, having covered 
both pix and legit for Time and the 
N. Y. Morning Telegraph in former 
years. 


brought in by 


Yorker 


magazine, Nathan was too limited in| 
confining himself to the drama. He 

continues, of course, contributing per 

contract to Esquire and King Fea- 

tures, 





Philly Music © 
Union's Warner 


Tiff in 8th Mo. 


Philadelphia, July 2. 
The strike (or lockout) of Local 
77, American Federation of Musi- 


cians against the Stanley-Warner 
circuit enters its eighth month this 
week with the local receiving a 
fresh bankroll to continue its fight 
against the chain. The new money— 
$2,500—was voted to Local 77 by the 
national AFM executive board fol- 


dianapolis. 

The Philly local was heartened 
by the elevation of James C. Pe- 
trillo to the presidency of the AFM. 
With Petrillo in the driver’s seat, 
the local expects more vigorous co- 
operation in the fight: to force War- 
ners to rehire its members dropped. 
Dec. 1, 1939, in a dispute over terms 
of a new contract. 

A. Rex Riccardi, secretary of Lo- 
cal 77, said the union will make an 
effort to arrange a meeting with 
S-W execs within the next two 
weeks. There have been no nego- 
tiations toward settlement of the 
dispute for nearly three months. An 
attempt by a Federal conciliator to 


also fizzled. 


WB STORY TO PAR TO 
LESSER AND LUBITSCH 


Sol Lesser and Ernst Lubitsch, who 
arrived in New York Monday (1), 
have concluded a deal with Para- 








He is} 


; mount for the rights to an original, 
| ‘Divorces,’ which was owned by Par. 
|The yarn formed the basis for a film 
| Warner Bros. made in 1931 under an- 
| other title. WB subsequently sold 
ithe rights to Par. 

Reported Lesser-Lubitsch producing 
combo has definite ideas as to proper 
type of stories to offset current mood 
of war-jittery fans and that the 
‘Divorces’ story is in line with those 
ideas. 

Hollywood, Jule 2. 
| Paramount purchased ‘Botany 
| Bay,” by Charles Nordhoff and James 
| Norman Hall. 
| Columbia bought ‘Penny Serenade,’ 
} 








a mag serial by Martha Cheavens. 
John Stone acquired screen rights 

|to Robert Crandall's novel, ‘Scrappy.’ 

Larry Darmour purchased the Ed- 


| gar Wallace novel, ‘The Green 
Archer.’ 
| 20th-Fox bought ‘The Light of 


Heart,’ London stage play by Emlyn 
Williams. 





Film Reviews 


_ LU Continued from page 18 


| 
| GRAND OLE OPRY 


|ties on the family time. There's 
enough music, bright comedy and 
|singing in the Ozark manner to over- 
shadow the old 
outwitting the city blades. 


the Weaver Bros. and Elviry (June 
Weaver), who bring about the ulti- 
mate election of Leon Weaver as 
governor after the usual difficulties 
encountered from the crooked poli- 
ticians. 

Weak story is considerably sub- 
ordinated to the antics of the hillbilly 
singing-instrumental units, who, in 
addition to the featured trio, consist 
of Roy Acuft’s Smoky Mountain Boys 


and Uncle Dave and his son Dorris, 
both from radio George Dewey 
Hay, radio’s ‘solemn ole judge,’ who 
originated the WSM (Nashville) 
‘Grand Ole Opry’ radio show 15 


years ago, gives the film some more 
|’billy coior. The latter three are 
| presently on the program. 
Weaver Bros. and Elviry are the 
| pic’s outstanders with their singing 
| and instrumentation, but the comedy 
that stems from the former has a 
particularly rustic appeal. Lois Ran- 
|}son, recent Republic ‘discovery,’ is 
a cute trick who has less to do in 
ithis film than in recent others in 
ij which she’s appeared for Republic 
| Claire Carleton, blonde beaut from 
legit, is a nifty adornment as the 
siren, while Henry Kolker brings up 
| the able support as the crooked pub- 
| lisher. 

Frank McDonald's direction keeps 
the pace brisk at times; at others the 
lags are interminable. Music is 


Newsweek felt that, for a national: standard. 


'by the 


| rounding 


bring both sides together last May | 
| preparedness campaign of the Goy- 


| the public. 


out. 





story of the rubes 


This time the rubes are played by 









Meets Tax 


Continucd { 








| be a good idea to go to an even fig- 


ure like 30c, which after payment of 
the tax would result in a net of 27c 
instead of the 25c now obtained tax- 
free. 

Chain operators do not believe 
that this is wise because of the pos- 
sibility the public may feel the film 
business is taking advantage of an 
emergency war step that is eating 
into the public pocketbook in all 
other respects. A major chain source 
also expresses the belief that per- 
haps it is better not to increase in 
order to maintain the present rate of 
attendance, although the industry 
generally has been hoping for higher | 
prices in order to enlarge domestic 
returns. 


Biggies Keep Scales 


>. 

All the producer-owned circuits, 
Paramount, Loew’s, Warner Bros., 
RKO and National Theatres (ox). 
have agreed to remain at the same 
scales, adding the tax for payment 
public, but indicated that 
later on, depending on conditions, | 
war boom, etc., there may be upping. 
On the other hand, the chains are 
not cutting anywhere. Neither are 
the more important indies. 

The Independent Theatre Owners 
of New York, embracing numerous 
leading indies in New York and sur- 
territory, held a meeting 
last week at which it was determined 
not to disturb scales. The Brandt 
Bros. have already started running 
trailers in their theatres to educate 
the public to the added admission | 
(tax) which must be paid, stressing 
a patriotic note and indicating the 
theatres are happy to act as collector 
for Uncle Sam unde: the defense 


ernment. Majors are considering a | 
similar trailer to explain the tax to 


Independent sources take the posi- 
tion that while some of their num- | 
be may cut scales in the nea- future, | 
if they haven't already (anc there 
are those that did immediately Mon- 
day), at least the majors can’t re- 
duce. Asking for higher rentals and | 
trying to keep indies from cutting 
admissions, it would be a peculiar 
about-face if the majors themselves 
chiseled downward in order to save 
on the tax or escape it, it is pointed | 


Paramount, which is made up of 
many partners who have the final 
say on operation and policy, has | 
recommended to all such partners 


that the present scales stick and that | 


voentene 


| Other Indiana cities was that Allié 


, it carry on an intensive education 


‘ paper ads to impress the public the 


| have agreed to pass the tax along 7 













































Situation 


MGOin Py? « 





the tax be added. Its received as¢ 
ance from the _artners that this 
be done. 


Getting short notice on the 
theatres encountered considera 
confusion in the quick changeor 
not having time to get new tick 
printed. Government is permitt 
the picture houses to continue w 
the old tickets which carry the 
stamp when over 40c, and it is 
lieved they will be permitted to 
up their present stock on th? 
tickets, meantime ordering the nec 
sary ticket rolls. 

Wood suggested to the Ohio é 
hibitors that a record be kept of * 
closing numbers on all cieckets at % 
end of business Sunday (30), so th 
each theatre will be in a position® 
make the proper report to the Fé 


eral sovernment when the fi. 
monthly audit on the new tax® 
made. : 


te 


Alfied Advocates No | 


Absorption of the Te 


Allied States Assn. takes the po 
tion on the new tax that absorpti= 
by the theatres would be ruinot 
with the crisis particularly acute 
to the 25c admissions. The associ 
tion wired each Allied territory § 
report action on the tax, particg 
larity as to the quarter price scalej 

In virtually ail cases it was 4 
formed that the exhibitors wo 
pass the tax on to the public. Sor 
territories have decided on usifj 
trailers while in one known instané 
in New England, theatres are taki 
group ads. i 


A 


The report from Indianapolis ar 


members would follow the lead © 
the affiliated first runs. Allied h- 
recommended to exhib groups th 


campaign through trailers and new 


in paying the new tax the public 
contributing directly and material® 
to the national defense. E 


Pass Tax Along 
Los Angeles, July 2.9 
Virtually all theatres in this aré 


the theatre-going public and not 
Single instance has been reveale 
where theatres will attempt to af 
sorb the tax by reducing their aé 
mission price, 
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New York Theatres 
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GONE WITH 
HE WIND 


will not be shown excent 









GWwrtw 

at aclyanced prices, at least until “41 

For Reservations Call Ci 6-4642 
ir-Conditioned 


A 
ASTOR 3:3? 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 









Starts Thur., July 4 


Vivien Leigh 
Robt. Taylor 

“WATERLOO 
BRIDGE” 















Last Times Wed. | 
“MY SON, 
MY SON” 





Ia Person 
Ray Kinney 

and Orch. | 
George Givot 


| 
' 
} 
| In Person 


J. C. Flipsea 
Betty Hutton 


Air-Conditioned 








HELD OVER 
3rd Big Week! 5, .caway Ml Gtot Street 


‘THE MORTAL STORM’ 


Margaret Sullavan - James Stewart 
Robert Young - Frank Morgan 
A Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer Picture 









PARAMOUNT :::::. 

In Person 
ORRIN 
TUCKER 


And His Orc. 
Bonnie Baker 
Midnite Screen Shows 


Paulette 
Goddard 


in 
“GHOST | 
WALKERS” | 





Mebbe Lucky Changes 


Hollywood, July 2. 
‘Lucky Partners’ resumed shooting 
at RKO after a halt of two weeks 
because of script changes. 
Picture under Lewis Milestone’s | 
direction co-stars Ginger Rogers and 
Ronald Colman. 


























































NOW PLAYING 


GEORGE BRENT in 


“THE MAN WHO 
TALKED TOO MUCH” 


A New Warner Bros. Success 
IN PERSON 


BOB CROSBY and His Orch. 
vaa'ime'st, STRAND sion. tote & 


Mon. to Eri. 


i 











RADIO 


trv MUSIC HALL 
“ALL THIS AND 
HEAVEN TOO” ° 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical 








‘ ev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE 
LEASE Var. 
‘40 | BLOCK ‘K’ RIDES TONIGHT (Col) w 
\/ 424 IRENE (RKO) MU 
| 3.29 $O THIS IS LONDON (20th) Cc 
, | 5/1 20 MULE TEAM (M-G) D 
417 BUCK BENNY RIDES AGAIN (Par) c 
515 TEAR GAS SQUAD (WB) M 
5/1 IF I HAD MY WAY (U) MU 
* 040 58 OPENED BY MISTAKE (Par) cD 
a 43 BEYOND TOMORROW (RKO) cD 
: 6 i2 THE CROOKED ROAD (Rep) M 
5/1 I WAS AN ADVENTURESS (20th) D 
5/22 SKI PATROL (U) D 
5/22 EDISON, THE MAN (M-G) D 
5.15 GAUCHO SERENADE (Rep) w 
COWBOY FROM SUNDOWN (Mono) w 
; 410 SATURDAY’S CHILDREN (WB) D 
i740 6/12 BABIES FOR SALE (Col) Cc 
4.24 TWO GIRLS ON BROADWAY (M-G) cD 
é 5/15 WATERLOO BRIDGE (M-G) D 
5/1 TYPHOON (Par) RD 
5/1 MY FAVORITE WIFE (RKO) RD 
612 ON THEIR OWN (26th) Cc 
58  TURNABOUT (UA) D 
; 6/5 ISLAND OF DOOMED MEN (Col) M 
\. KID FROM SANTA FE (Mono) w 
‘ 522 GANGS OF CHICAGO (Rep) M 
i 515 ALIAS THE DEACON (U) Cc 
‘ 5/15 FLIGHT ANGELS (WB) M 
4/40 TEXAS STAGECOACH (Col) w 
d 6/26 ON THE SPOT (Mono) M 
4/10 THE BISCUIT EATER (Par) cD 
5/29 YOU CAN’T FOOL YOUR WIFE (RKO) CD 
7/3 ROCKY MOUNTAIN RANGERS (Rep) w 
5/22 LILaIAN RUSSELL (20th) RD 
. H 5/15 OUR TOWN (UA) D 
. 5/8 TORRID ZONE (WB) cD 
y 
31,40 6/12 LONE WOLF MBETS LADY (Col) M 
f 5/29 THE PHANTOM RAIDERS (M-G) cD 
5/22 THOSE WERE THE DAYS (Par) Cc 
3/13 BILL OF DIVORCEMENT (RKO) D 
6/19 GIRL IN 313 (20th) RD 
6/12 LA CONGA NIGHTS (UV) CD 
6/12 BAD MAN FROM RED BUTTE (U) Ww 
MURDER IN THE AIR (WB) M 
7 40 6/19 PASSPORT TO ALCATRAZ (Coi) M 
d 6/5 SUSAN AND GOD (M-G) Cc 
5/22 HIDDEN GOLD (Par) w 
6/26 WAGONS WESTWARD (Rep) Ww 
4,24 SAINT TAKES OVER (RKO} M 
6/5 EARTHBOUND (20th) D 
NO EXIT (U) D 
529 BROTHER ORCHID (WB) cD 
14/40 GIRLS OF THE ROAD (Col) D 
, 6/12 THE MORTAL STORM (M-G) M 
5/22 SAFARI (Par) RD 
7/3 GRAND OLD OPRY (Rep) C 
CARSON CITY KID (Rep) Ww 
6/26 TOM BROWN’S SCHOOL DAYS (RKO) D 
5/29 FOUR SONS (20th) D 
5/22 SANDY IS A LADY (WU) D 
FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE (WB) M 
6,26 PRAIRIE LAW (RKO) Ww 
21 40 6/26 THE CAPTAIN IS A LADY (M-G) cD 
QUEEN OF THE YUKON (Mono) D 
6/12 THE GHOST BREAKERS (Par) Cc 
6/19 POP ALWAYS PAYS (RKO) Cc 
58  CHAN’S MURDER CRUISE (20th) M 
I CAN’T GIVE YOU ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY (U) D 
GAMBLING ON HIGH SEAS (WB) D 
298 40 BLONDIE BEWARE (Col) Cc 
RETURN OF WILD BILL (Col) Ww 
ONE MAN’S LAW (Rep) Ww 
6/19 NEW MOON (M-G) MU 
7/3 QUEEN OF THE MOB (Par) M 
6/19 ANNE OF WINDY POPLARS (RKO) D 
| 5/29 LUCKY CISCO KID (20th) RD 
5, 40 OUT WEST WITH PEPPERS (Col) Cc 
’ 7/3 ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE (M-G) © 
GOLDEN TRAIL (Mono) Ww 
5/29 WAY OF ALL FLESH (Par) D 
6/26 DR. CHRISTIAN MEETS WOMEN (RKO) CD 
7/3 SAILOR’S LADY (20th) cD 
6/12 PRIVATE AFFAIRS (U) cD 
7/3. MAN WHO TALKED TOO MUCH (WB) D 
12,40 ONE CAME HOME (M-G) D 
’ STAGE COACH WAR (Par) Ww 
: SCATTERBRAIN (Rep) Cc 
6/5 MANHATTAN HEARTBEAT (20th) cD 
BLACK DIAMONDS (U) M 
6/26 MY LOVE CAME BACK (WR) RD 
6/12 ALL THIS AND HEAVEN, TOO (WB) RD 
19 40 MILITARY ACADEMY (Col) D 
KID REPORTERS (Mono) M 
WE WHO ARE YOUNG (M-G) CD 
CAROLINA MOON (Rep) Ww 
6.26 CROSS COUNTRY ROMANCE (RKO) RD 
7.3 MARYLAND (20th) RD 
ARIZONA CYCLONE (U) Ww 
5 LADIES MUST LIVE (WB) Cc 
of 20 BLONDIE HAS SERVANT (Col) Cc 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (M-G) RD 
BOYS OF THE CITY (Mono) M 
6.26 UNTAMED (Par) RD 
i STAGE TO CHINO (RKO) Ww 
? MILLIONAIRES IN PRISON (RKO) M 
| YOU'RE NOT SO TOUGH (U) M 
32.40 IT HAPPENED IN PARIS (Col) Cc 
ap GOLDEN GLOVES (Par) M 
STRANGER ON THIRD FLOOR (RKO) D 
THE GREAT PROFILE (20th) Cc 
MODERN MONTE CRISTO (U) D 
¢ THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (WB) M 





























B. Crosby-G,. Jean-E, Brendel 93 


W. Morris-R. Lane 


RIGHTS RESERVED 


bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 
urrent quarterly period. 


R. T.—Runping Time 


Bill Elliott 

A. Neagle-R. Milland-R. Young 93 
R. Hare-A. Drayton-G. Sanders 80 
W. Berry-L. Carrillo-M. Rambeau 82 


J. Benny-Rochester-E. Drew 8&2 
D. Morgan-G, Dickson-J. Payne 55 





C. Ruggles-J. Logan-R. Paige 65 
C. Winninger-C. A. Smith-B. Barnes 84 
E. Lowe-I. Hervey-H. Wilcoxon 62 
Zorina-R. Greene-E. von Stroheim 80 


S. Byington-K, Howell-G, Ernest 65 
J. Hubbard-A. Menjou-C. Landis 81 
P. “orre-R. Hudson-C, Middleton 68 
Jack Randall-C. Curtis-©. Rochelle 

L. Nolan-L, Lane 66 
B. Burns-M. Auer-P. Moran 73 
V. Bruce-R. Bellamy-W. Morris 72 


C, Starrett-I, Meredith 


F. Darro-M. Kornman 62 
B. Lee-C. Hickman-H. Millard 82 
L. Ball-J. Ellison-E. Dunn 65 
R. Livingston-R. Hatten-D. Renaldo 55 
A, Faye-D. Ameche-H, Fonda 127 
W. Holden-M. Scott-F. Bainter 90 
J. Cagney-A. Sheridan 87 
W. William-J. Muir-E, Blore 62 
W. Pidgeon-F. Rice-J. Schildkraut 70 
W. Holden-E, Stone-B. Granville 70 


M, O’Hara-A. Menjou-F. Bainter 70 
F. Rice-K. Taylor-J. Valerie 56 
H. Herbert-C. Moore-D. O’Keefe 60 
J. M. Brown-B,. Baker-F. Knight 58 


R. Reagan-L. Lys 


J. Holt-C. Callejo-M. Rosenbloom 60 
J. Crawford-F. March-R. Hayworth 115 


W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 61 
C, Morris-A. Leouise-B. Jones 70 
G. Sanders-W. Barrie 68 
W. Baxter-A. Leeds-L. Bari 67 
W. Ford-K. Adams 

E. G. RobinsonA, Sothern 88 


A. DvOrak-L. Lane-H, Mack 
M, Sullavan-J. Stewart-F,. Morgan 100 


M, Carroll-D, Fairbanks, Jr. 82 
Weaver Bros.-Elviry-L. Ranson 68 
R. Rogers-G. Hayes-B, Steele 

J. Lydon-F. Bartholomew 88 
D. Ameche-M. B. Hughes-A. Curtis 88 
Baby Sandy-M. Auer-N. Grey 62 
R. Pryor-L, Kairbanks 

G. O’Brien-V. Vale-D. Hogan 59 
V. Grey-B. Burke-C. Coburn 63 
No cast 

B, Hope-P, Goddard-R. Carlson 83 
L. Errol-D. O’Keefe-A. Pearce 65 


S. Toler-M. Weaver-L. Atwill 78 
J. Downs-P. Moran-B. Crawford 
W. Morris-J. Wyman 


P. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 

B. Elliott-1. Meredith-L. Walters 

D. Barry-J. Waldo-G. Cleveland 

J. MacDonald-N. Eddy-M. Boland 105 
R. Bellamy-W. Henry-J. Cagney 60 
A. Shirley-J. Ellison-P. Knowles 85 
C, Romero-M. B. Hughes-E. Venable 67 


E. Fellowes-D. Peterson 

M,. Rooney-L. Stone-J. Garland 87 
T. Ritter-I. Guest 

A, Tamiroff-G. George-W. Henry 82 
J. Hersholt-E. Kennedy-D. Lovett 65 


N. Kelly-J. Hail-J. Davis 67 
H. Herbert-N. Kelly-R. Young 715 
G. Brent-V. Bruce-B. Marshall 76 
L. Stone-R, Young-W. Gargan 

W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 61 
J. Canova-A. MOwbray-R, Donnelly 
R. Sterling-V. Gilmore-J, Davis — 71 
RK. Arlen-A. Devine 

©. de Haviland-E. Albert-J. Wyman 81 
C, Boyer-B. Davis 140 


T. Kelly-B. Jordan 

M. M. Jones-J, Moran 

L. Turner-J. Shelton-G. Lockhart 

G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 

G. Raymond-W. Barrie 66 
W. Brennan-F, Bainter-B. Joyce 90 
J. M. Brown-F. Knight-B. Baker 


P. Singleton-A. Lake 
G. GarsCn-L. Olivier-M. Boland 

East Side Kids 

R. Milland-P. Morison-A. Tamiroff 82 
G. O’Brien-V. Vale 

L. Tracy-L. Hayes-V. Vale 63 
Dead Lad Kids-N. Grey 


B. Aherne-R. Hayworth-G. Ford 

R. Denning-J. Cagney-R. Paige 

P. Lorre-J. McGuire-M. Tallichet 
J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 

V. McLaglen-A. Nagle 

G. Raft-4. Sheridan 


R. T. 


L. Desti-P, Dorn-K. Adams 64 
S. Tracy-R. Johnson-L, Overman 104 
G. Autry-S. Burnette , 66 
T. Ritter-R. Ates-P. Haddon 

J. Garfield-A. Shirley 97 
G. Ford-R. Hudson 65 
L. Turner-J. Blondell-G. Murphy 72 
R. Taylor-V. Leigh-V. Field 103 
D. Lamour-R, Preston-L. Overman 70 
I. Dunne-C, Grant-R. Scott 88 


| mendations 





SAG Will 








tion in the fair and competitive ob-, 


taining of employment. This policy | 
: | 
applies whether the unfair discrim- 


ination be directed against any I1n-| 
dividual or group, or whether it 
takes the form of favoritism in be- 


half of any individual or group. 

‘In reference to the list of 119) 
extra players, the Screen Actors! 
Guild had no advance knowledge of | 
or any part in the preparation or in 
the alleged deletions, if any, from 
this list, nor in the publication of this 
list. 

Await Committee Report 

‘The Screen Actors Guild board is | 
aware of the economic problem of 
the extra player who is attempting 
to earn his living in an overcrowded 
field. The board also is aware that, 
this problem may have caused Cen-* 
tral Casting to prepare the list re- 
ferred to in an effort to spread work. 
However, the board believes that the 
only sound approach to the problem 
must await the report and recom- | 
of the Producer-Guild | 
Standing Committee, which for more 
than one year has been making a 


| detailed study of extra work, The 
Standing Committee report is ex- 
pected in the near future, and its | 


recommendations will call for an un- 
derstanding and cooperative effort 
on the part of all concerned in the 
motion picture industry. 

‘Extra players whose names ,ap- 
peared on the list of 119 have asked 
the board for a complete list of | 
extras who earned more than $700 | 


| through Central Casting during the | 


|appointed to 


first five months of this year. The 
Guild does not make public figures | 
on earnings of its members.’ 

The following committee has been 
represent the extras: 


| Frie Alden, chairman: Ed Mortimer, | 
| vice-chairman; Clayton Jones, secre- 


| Hodge, Harry Templeton, Fred Rap- 


| the 119 extras on the list be 


tary; Richard  Bitgood, Russell | 
Heustis, Joe Gilbert, Capt. Fred C. | 
Somers, Clark Morgan, Mary Jane | 


port, Ronnie Rondell, Mike Lalley. 


Continued from page 7 


|! were aiding the SOEG. 


Recognize 








gaining representative. The SOFG 
now has a petition for certification 
pending before the National Labor 
Relations Board, but the board is 
anxious to work out a consent elec- 


‘tion and avoid a long hearing before 


a trial examiner. 

J. W. Buzzeil, secretary-treasurer 
of the Central Labor Council, who is 
backing a drive by the American 
Federation of Labor to take over the 
2.000 white-collar workers, recently 
charged that organizers for the Con- 
gress of Industrial Organizations 
This was 
denied by the SOEG, which 
nounced it intended to remain inde- 
pendent and had no intention of af- 
filiating with any national Jabor 
group. 


an- 





‘Consent’ 


Continued from page 5 








tres and film exchanges, is said to 
follow closely the established rules 
as administered by the American 
Arbitration Association. First step 
in such procedure is that the parties 
to a contract shall voluntarily and 
mutually agree in writing to submit 
a matter to arbitration. Either in 
the decree as finally written, or in a 
supplement, the proper wording of 
a clause will be cited. It is likely to 
be made a part of every film license 
agreement. 

There will be provision for the 
discrepancies existing in established 
state laws governing arbitration, te 
give uniformity to the film industry 
procedure. Currently, the Federal 
statute (which maintains only in 
disputes involving $3,000 and up- 
ward) and the laws of 13 states pro- 
vide for the enforcement of arbi- 
tration decisions by the court. The 
states included in this category are 
Arizona, California, Connecticut, 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 


The SAG board of directors is rép- | Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
resented by Edward Arnold, Russell | Island and Wisconsin. Wide differ- 
Hicks, Dorothy Tree, Irving Pichel, | ences in procedures and enforce- 
Ed Stanlev. , 7 ment exist in the 33 other states. 


Central Casting had directed that 
given 
jobs only when other qualified play- 
ers were not available. 


Herbert Sorrell has been re- 


| elected business representative of the 


th 


Moving Picture Painters Local 644, 
receiving a 3 to 1 majority over two 
opponents. Gene Price was _ re- 
elected secretary by an even larger 
majority over three opponents, Jack 
Warnock was selected for union 
president. Leroy Trilling was elected 


vice-prexy; Fred West, treasurer; | 
Adolph Carsten, trustee; George | 
Stout, conductor, and William Young, 


warden. 
Advertising artists, who walked 
out at Universal last week when 


demand for $2 
down, 


theia an hour was 
turned agreed to return to 
work this week and negotiate differ- 
ences with Pat Casey when pro- 
ducer-labor contact returns to Coast 


S veek,. 

William Castle, business re presen- 
tative of Studio Corpenters Local, 
Was announced as Democratic candi- 
date for State Assembly in Aug. 27 
primary. 

Screen Set Designers has submit- 


ted demands to Producers calling for 
a five-day week of 40 hours 


increase in their 


. and an 
minimum wage 


; scale from $1.70 to $2.25 an hour. 


| riety Artists, 


while Musicians and others issued a | 


A generat membership meeting 
of Screen Publicists Guild has been 
called for July 8 to vote on a pro- 
posal to merge with the New York 


publicists. This will be the first 
move in a program to extend the | 
SPG into a national organization, 
with local chapters throughout the 
country. The studio flacks also will 
vote on a proposal to hike their in- 
itiation fee from $1 to $100. 
Two Theatres Picketed 

Picket lines have been thrown 
around the Million Dollar and Hip- 
podrome theatres here in an effort 


to force the management to sign con- | 
tracts with American Guildeof Va- 
Musicians, Stagehands, 
Projectionists and other allied crafts. 
Several acts were pulled by AGVA 


oh, 


' ban against their members working 


in the houses Drive being di- 
;} rected by the Amusement Federa- 
tion, a newly formed alliance of | 


amusement unions and allied crafts | 


which include bartenders, waiters, 
etc, 

Several major studios are eur- 
rently negotiating with the Screen 


| Office Employes Guild to determine 


oe GONE SPT LS LE EE Se YE a eg oy 


at Pe ve, 


whether an agreement can be 
reached on an appropriate unit of | 
clerical workers with the idea of a| 


a oe 
c=: 


As to the type of disputes which 
are to be settled by arbitration, 
there remains considerable in dis- 
pute among the consent decree cone 
ferees. The Government attorneys 
are said to argue for liberality, 
whereas some of the defendant com- 
panies’ counsel are seeking limita- 
tion within clearly defined bounds. 
The plan at the moment provides for 
a national appeals board, with local 


bodies in each of the exchange 
centers, 

Provisos 
There is agreement that disputes 


between an independent theatre and 
a chain-owned house will be handled 
without regard to the chain relation- 
ship, nor will any decision affecting 
one chain theatre become automatic- 
ally applicable against all houses of 
the same chain. The strength and 
most constructive feature of arbi- 
tration, it has been declared by its 
that its administra- 
tion will be decentralized. 

In the committee which 


proponents, is 


iS firug- 


gling with the sales regulations, @ 
new proposal has been under dis- 
cussion during the week Some 


distributors have 
ternative to the five-picture block 
scheme by an optional agreement 
which would permit the. selling at 
one time of 10 pictures en _ bloc, 
giving the exhibitor the unrestricted 
right to cancel two pictures. 


suggested an al- 


First indication as to the indefinite 
duration of the negotiations came 
last Wednesday (25) when Doyle told 


Judge Goddard that the actual 
phrasing of the decree would re- 
quire many weeks, even after the 
Government and defendants agreed 
on all points. The court will leave 
for a two months’ vacation in Au- 


gust. The decree is not likelv to be 
finished in draft before 

Assuming that it is 
ceptable to the court, or that Judge 
Goddard may request certain dele- 
tions and alterations, some time will 
be necessary for study of ihe docu- 
ment. This will carry the matter 
well into the late autumn, it is 
pointed out, and some weeks after 
the start of the 1940-41 exhibition 
season, for which film selling already 
is underway by major compzanies 

Best prognosis within the trade is 
that the full effect of the decree will 
not be in force until the 


Octobe! 


sehen’ 
wholly &Ce- 


start of the 


| 1941-42 selling period. 


Actual organization for its ad- 
ministration, based on previous ef- 


forts through the film 


boards and 


| the 62 NRA boards will likely re- 


quire at least three months, de- 


| pendant upon the details as finally 
‘consent election to designate a. bar- | : 


worked out. 











| 
| 














Wednesday, July 3, 1940 


VARIETY 


RADIO 21 





NBC RED'S FALL SELLOUT 

















1940 1939 1938 1937 
Ee ULE CLEE OT $3,575,946 $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 
WORTURTY o.oo 0 ccces oe » 3,000,627 2,541,542 2,680,334 2,264,317 
0 Ee 3,513,170 2,925,684 3,034,317 2,559,716 
BED 6 guesantheanes 3,332,689 2,854,026 2,424,180 2.563.478 
errr errr rrr 3,570,727 3,097,484 2,442,283 2,560,558 
Be cides tarewers . 3,144,213 2,860,180 1,121,495 2,476,567 
WORE ide dvursnes $20,457,372 $16,952,973 $15,582,554 $14,803,256 
1940 1939 1938 1937 
BN See ee ee » $317,729 $315.078 $269,894 $213,748 
February 337,649 276,605 253,250 231,286 
March 390,813 306,976 232,877 247,421 | 
| Pee rerrrer es 363,468 262,626 189,545 200,134 
Se ok avec conse 322,186 234,764 194,201 154,633 
June 299,473 228,186 202,412 117,388 
a, a eres $2,031.323 $1,624,235 $1.: 342,179 $1,164,610 
1940 1939 *1938 *1937 
OS ie vaca siianes $3,496,393 $3,211,161 2,634,763 2,374,633 
Spy A ne 3,226,983 2,975,258 2,507,123 2.273.973 
CO Ee ere eT Te 3,338,440 3,297,992 2,736,494 2,531,322 
I viccniedeaioun 3,128,685 2,879,571 2,458,487 2,304,035 
SES er tas ree 3,216,940 2,886,517 2,627,721 2,261,344 
SR! ee eats 2,919,405 2,759,917 2,550,040 2,209,304 
WG Sexk sate xeon $19,326,846 $18,019,416 $15,514,628 $13,954,611 
1940 1939 *1938 #1937 
January $908,815 $822,739 $1,158,753 $1,167,366 
February 905,101 773,437 990,930 1,021,809 
March 965,904 872,860 1,070,335 1,082,961 
April ass 912,833 681,412 852,018 973,475 
May .. err 817.682 815,585 786,479 953,475 
Ee ere ‘ 722,695 622.487 650,529 794,083 
OE eave ees cca os $5,2 $4,588,520 $9,509,044 $3,993,169 





*Different system for allocating 
prevailed these years. 


billings to the re 











»d and blue networks 
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$3,144,213 IN 
JUNE FOR CBS; 
NBC 8%, UP 


Toll taken in commercial program 
cancellations by the Republican con- 
vention was reflected in the 
billings of CBS for 
case of NBC. 


a new 


more 
June than they 
CBS ag 
monthly high with 
total $3,642,100. NBC's 
increase over °39 figured 7.7 
Columbia did $3,144,213, which 
9.9% above last June’s level. CBS's 
margins over 1939 have been runnin 


were in the iin 
registered 
billings of 


June 


between 24% and 35‘ On the half 
year the web is 20.7% ahead. 
Of the NBC total for last month 


$2,919405 was credited to the red 
link and $722,695 to the blue net- 
work. For the red it’s a tilt of 5.8 
Over the like month of last year, 
while the blue jumped 16.17% 

Mutual’s gross for this June was 
$299,478, or 31.2% better than it was 
for June ’39. On the first six mont 
of the year Mutual is 25%. to the 
good. 


DUNHILL REVIVES QUIZ, 
‘NAME 3,’ FOR 13 WEEKS 


Bob Hawk, m 
two different programs the same eve- 
ning in the New York area, starting 
this Sunday (7). Besides his regular 
stand on ‘Take It or Leave It’ (CBS- 
WABC) for Eversharp at 10-10:30 
p.m. he will have the ‘Name Three’ 
quiz which Dunhill cigaret has sud- 
denly decided to revive and run in 
the 7-7:30 spot on WEAF, N. Y., only 
for 13 weeks. Latter period will 
again become Jack Benny’s Oct. 6. 

Hawk last week signatured a non- 
cancellable extension of his contract 
with Eversharp until Dee 15, 1940. 
Both programs are ®ut of the Milton 
Biow agency. 


c., Will be heard on 


JOE HOLMES LINKS ’EM 


Young & Rubicam Sets Him 
Radio-Research Liaison 


As 





Joe Holmes has been taken off spot 


+ 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


First Time in Web’s History 
This Situation Has Pre- 
vailed So Early in Summer | 
—Sellout Is Inclusive of 
Saturday Night 


NEW 10:30 PUSH 





| NBC the red network’s evening 
| schedule from 8 to 10:30 was sold out 


TIED ON JULY ] 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| completely for the fall by July a 


| That’s for every night in the week, 
including Saturday. Red's sales staff | 
now has a drive on to sell the re- 
| maining 10:30 to 11 periods and three 
| 7:30- 8 segments, namely, Tuesday, 
| Wednesday and Friday. 

Following is the red network's 
evening schedule for the fall: 


SUNDAY 


} 
| gar Bergen). 
| 8:30- 9:00—‘One Man’s Family.’ 
Round.’ 
9:30-10:00—‘American Album.’ 
10:00-10:20—General Electric (Phil 
Spitalny). 

MONDAY 
| 8:00- 8:30—Bell Telephone. 

8:36- 9:00—‘Voice of Firestone.’ 
9:00- 9:30—Mars ‘Doctor I. Q.’ 
9:30-10:00—Brown & Williamson 

10:00-10:30—‘Carnation.’ 
TUESDAY 
8:00- 8:30—Philip Morris 
8:30- 9:00--Tums (Horace Heid:’s 
‘Treasure Chest’) 


| 9:00- 9:30—Molle ‘Battle of the 
Sexes.’ 
9:30-10:00—‘Fibber McGee 


Molly.’ 
10:00-10:30—Pepsodent (Bob Hope). 


WEDNESDAY 
8:00- 8:30—Woodbury (Hollywood 


time buying at Young & Rubicam | Playhouse). 

and given the newly created assign- | $:30- 9:00—Brown & Williamson 
ment of contact between the radio} (Plantation Party). 
und research departments. For the} 9:00- 9:30—Ipana and Sal Hepatica 
first time there will be somebody (Eddie Cantor) 

with the re-carch setup directly who 9:30-10:00—Vitalis (Mr. District 


knows the problems of the radio de-| 


and whose practical field 
» will be of service in de- 


partment 
experience 


veloping more of the sort of informa- 
tion hat the radio departmen 
eeds 

As a result of the Holmes transfer 
Tom Lane has been taken out of pub- 
licity and put in the station relations 
lepartment Frank Coulter, who 
comes from N. W. Ayer, is also an 


iddition to that department. 


Chesterfield Scouting 


Myers of 


noe 
ngs 


makers 
audition! 

through the 

George Ogel 


Liggett & 
Chesterfield cigarets, is 
for another program 
Newell-Emmett a 

loing the listening 

Account has the 
series on CBS and Fred 
he NBC-red 


SP 


yency 


Glenn Miller 
Waring on 


pa G.O.P.; Tele Coverag 


' 
Attorney’ ). 


|} 10:00-11:00—-Lucky Strike (Kay 
Kyser). 
THURSDAY 
8:00- 8:30-—Maxwell House (‘Good 
News’) 
8:30- 9:00—Jello Pudding (AI- 


drich Family’) 
Kraft (Bing Crosby) 
Sealtest (Rudy Vallee) 


FRIDAY 


9:00-10:00 
10:00-10:30 


8:00- 9:00—Cities Service 

9:00- 9:30—Waltz Time.’ 

9:30-10:00—P&G Oxydol Start 
10/4). 

10:00-10:30—O ld Gold (Don 
Ameche ) 

SATURDAY 

8:00- 8:30—P&G Drene 

8:30- 9:00—Ivory (‘Truth or Con- 
sequence as’) 

9:00-10:00—Miles (Barn Dance) 


10:00-10:30—Camels (‘Uncle Ezra’) 


Republican convention in Phila-;charges. Bell Laboratories waived 

; — he illings 4 > CO-aXxi able 

delphia proved the toughest sock the billin oe for the co-axial cable, 

ree icheneuc’ .~. | Which, considering the 40 hours that 

that the NBC and Columbia ex- NBC television had the convention 

chequers have ever ha i to take from {on the air, could otherwise have 
qa like event Considering the loss | meant, at least, an additional $15,000 
of time revenue, rebates for talent Expenditures for commentatoi 


and actual expenses on the 
Philade 
covering Republican show to 
NBC, CBS and Mutual is expected, 
when all the bills are in and all the 
deductions made, to come to be- 
tween $275,000 and $285,008. And 
that doesn’t take in television, which 
NBC-RCA figures as $15,000 out of 
pocket for engineering and other 


not used 


spot in Iphia, the cost of 


the 


engineers, general staff, etc., were 


around $12,000 for NBC, $19,000 for 
CBS and $6,000 for Mutual NBC 
estimates that it lost around $65,000 


in cancelled commercial time and is 
out another $55,000 in the way of 


|}reimbursment of commercial talent 
NBC got its hardest rap Thursday 
night on the red link when it 
had to eliminate half of. ‘I Love a 


Mystery’ (Fleischmann),' and the 


8:00- 8:30—Chase & Sanborn (Ed- ! 


9:00- 9:30—‘Manhattan Merry-Go- | 








Midyear Bonus 


« Cleveland, July 2. 
Employees of WGAR, Cleve- 
land, and WJR, Detroit, have 
been given a midyear bonus of 
5% by George A. (Dick) Rich- 
ards, head of the two stations. 
Richards is also president of 
KMPC, Beverly Hills. 








For the first time in the history of R E V | § E B L U E 


TO MEET LEE | 
COMPETITION | 


| NBC’s blue network sales promo- 
tion staff is working on a revised 
setup of volume and frequency dis- 
| counts for the Pacific blue so that it 
|} will be competitively priced with 
other local regionals, 


a possibility of separate sales offices 
being opened for the blue in Chicago 
and in 
Francisco. 

Pacific blue is igain making a 
strong pitch to wean away the ‘Jack 
Armstrong’ series from Don Lee, 
starting with the fall. 


RAY HAMILTON QUITS 


& 


| Louis Star-Times, resigned, Saturday | 


| the West Publishers of Houston, Tex. 
an application | 
pending with FCC for the purchase | 
is arranging | 


| Monday and Tu 


KXOK FOR TEXAS JOB 


St. Louis, July 2 


Ray V. Hamilton, manager of 
KXOK radio property of the St. 


(29), to accept a similar post with 


The West Co. has 
of a Texas station and 
for the operation of three more with- 
in a year 

Hamilton came to KXOK in 1934 
and was instrumental in obtaining a 
permit that enabled the newspaper 
to enter the radio field. He also ef- 
fected a tieup whereby KFRU, Co- 
lumbia, Mo., sister station, 
and also a establishing the 
ultra high freque station, W9XOK, 
in the Continental Life bldg. here, 
which is fed programs from KXOK. 
Hamilton who led the three- 
for the newspaper Owners 


became a 
sisted in 
ncy 


[t was 
year fight 


that resulted recently in FCC grant- 
ing KXOK an increase to 5,000 watts 
1 630 ke. No successor has been 
named for the 


vacant post, 


WORKED FOR, SOLD ON, RADIO 
ceria Worth, July 2 
Delta Airlines is using spot blurbs 
with WBAP- KG KO. 


Airlines v. p. is | ae Parker, a 
former bi ye aste once associated 
WJDX, kson, Mi 


5.000 in Rebates on 7 ne Talent 


$15,000 


Good ‘ws,’ Rudy Valiee and Bing 
Crosby shows, a matter of two hours 


sched- 


aoh¢t 
make 


and a quarter, Its commercial! 
ere also clipped Tuesday ni 

Columbia’s writeoff for time was 
$90,000, while the reimbursernents to 
commercial! talent amounted to 
around $35,000, with the bulk of this 


ules w: 


going to Major Bowes. The Thurs- 
lay night losses in addition to 
Chrysler was the Glenn Miller 


(Chesterfield) program and some re- 
broadcasts for the west. Besides the 
dropping of a row of commercials 
esday night, CBS got 
caught Monday matinee when Rep- 
resentative Joe Martin unloaded the 
keynote addres3 


particularly | 
| the Don Lee Network. There is also | 


either Los Angeles or San | 


) rently doing the 


A- 10.40 cal nL Y ASCAP Restrains | Am an American’ 
Solely to Guarantee It Isn't Jazzed | 


| 


New Albany, Ind. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


We note the ASCAP restricted list © 


‘dated June 20 puts on the shelf the © 


song ‘I Am an American,’ words and | 


/music by Marie T. Laing, published 
| by Famous Music. 

Can it be that ASCAP is using its 
' contract for subversive purposes and 


| putting any song with a patriotie © 


theme on the shelf? 
S. A. Cisler, 
General Manager. 
Station WGRC. 





ASCAP’s Explanation 

| John G. Paine, ASCAP chairman, 
| Stated that he received a similar let- 
ter from Steve Cisler and, everlook- 
| ing the ‘subversive’. point as sar- 
casm, he had in an answering letter 
explained why ASCAP put ‘I Am 
an American’ on the restricted list. 
Paine said that he wrote that the So- 
ciety regretted the necessity for re- 
stnicting the number but it had been 
a%ced by Famous Music, sales agent 
' for the tune, because of the tendency 
jamong most orchestras to play such 
music in jazz tempo and that the 
only way the publisher and com- 
poser had for protecting against this 
abuse was to put a condition on the 
way it must be performed. In other 
words, in the same form that it was 
written and_ published. ASCAP, 
added Paine, will freely grant spe- 
cial permission for this number to 
any licensee asking for it long 
|as this condition is agreed to 

| Paine pointed out that ‘God Bless 
America’ was not originally on the 
Society’s restricted list but was or- 
dered put there by Irving Berlin, 
Inc., after it had “ound that bands 
were jazzing it up. 


MYRON KIRK 


so 





Myron Kirk has 
Sherman K. 
31, He joined the agency 14 months 
ago and has worked mostly on new 
business, 

Kirk’s previous agency 
Ruthrauff & Ryan as he 
the radio de eparane nt. 


Witmer. Kobak Visit Cues 


Red and Blue Salesmen 
Segregation in Chicago 


resigned 


connect 


id 


ion 
yf 


was 


Chicago, 
Following confabs with Roy Wit- 
and Ed Kobak who were in 
town last week, Sidney Strotz, v. p. 


July 2 


’ me! 


and general manager of the NBC 
Central Division, rearranged the 
sales set-up here to put Harry Kopf 
in 4 Central Division Sale Vlan- 
ager ye the NBC-Red web and Paul 
McCluer as chief of the NBC-Blue 
web sales in the central section 
James Neale becomes sales traffic 
head of the NBC-red here, with the 


ales staff consisting of William Wed- 
dell, F. R. Boroff, E. M. Hoge and 


LEAVES ELLIS 


fi mm 
Ellis, Inc., effective July 


J. D. Galbraith. For the NBC-blue, 
the sales traffic man will be Floyd 
VanEtten with the staff composed ¢ 


of Merritt Schoenfeld, John McCor- 
mick and E. K. Hartenbower, the 
last named shifting over from NBC 
local sales staff here. 

Strotz indicates that there will be 
considerable additions to the sales 
personnel in this division. 

Set-up of separate sales forces for 


NBC red and blue in Chicago cone 
forms with similar set-ups in NBC 
east and west divisions and estab- 
lishes separate sales groups for red 
and blue from coast to coast. 





band renewed for 
Town’ series. Cur- 
Ford summer show. 


Leith Stevens 
the fall for ‘Big 
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Efforts of the American Federa- 

rion of Radio Artists to negotiate a 
sontract with the transcription 
make re. networks and agencies have 
ppparently been stymied. Number 
of confabs have been held with ‘the 
transcribers’ committee, but the two 
#roups are now understood to be 
completely stalemated. More mect- 
‘ings may be held, but no agreement 
lis anticipated for several weeks, at 
the minimum. 
' Union is meanwhile readying for 
with the networks on its 
conttact, which expires 
All AFRA members have 
“been instructed not to sign any 
more managemént contracts. with 
‘network artist bureaus, nor to agree 
;to extensions of any deals now in 
effect. That is aimed as the open- 
jing move in the AFRA drive to li- 
'cense and regulate all agents. Also 
seen es the first maneuver to elimi- 
nate the commissions on minimum 
‘sustaining contracts, which NBC 
succeeded in levying after an arbi- 
trated dispute over interpretation of 
ithe existing code. 

AFRA is still negotiating for an- 
imouncer contracts at WQXR and 
|} WHN, New York, having apparently 
ibeen stimulated in this direction by 
tthe recent deal signed by WOV and 
ithe American Communications 
}Assn. Suggestion advanced in some 
;} union circles would be for AFRA 
and ACA to cooperate in dealing 
,with the small stations throughout 
jthe country. Figured likely that the 
jtwo could reach an agreement giv- 
:ing AFRA jurisdiction over per- 
formers and AGA the representation 


‘a tussle 
‘sustaining 
‘Aug. 12. 


over technicians and all other em- 
' ployees. Each could thus bolster 
, the other's organizing efforts. Sev- 
‘eral AGA officials have tentatively 
‘ approved the idea, but AFRA execs 
) #re understood to shun such a deal 
on the ground that ACA is an af- 


, filiate of CIO and therefore taboo fer 
the AFL-affiliate AFRA 


SEVEN SHOWS A WEEK, 


Gabriel 


his 


Heatter has been ordered 
to take a rest so he'll 
drop off his nightly programs fo: 
at least two weeks, beginning Sun- 
day (7). Various shows will 
linue. but with stand-in talent un- 
til Heatter’s return. Intention to 
be back in two weeks, or if he stays 
to remote from what- 
ever hideout he’s using. Intention 
io use at } part of the two 
weeks for a motor trip to Maine. 
Commentator seven broad- 
casts a week for four different spon- 
Liberty mag, 
Industrial 


by 


doctot 


con- 
is 
way 


awa 


longer, 


is ‘aSt 


nas 


ml. 
Modern 


Kre Mounds 


candy and bank 


Howard Chamberlain 
Joins Ex-Aides at WLW 


Cincinnati, July 2 
Howard Chamberlain, program- 
production manager of KLZ, Den- 
ver, for the past three years, joined 
WLW Monday (1) as assistant to 


George C. Biggar, program director 


Present members of the Croslev 
staff, who were introduced to radio 
by Chamberlain on KLZ, are Eliza- 
beih Bemis, news commentator: Paul 
Arnold, baritone, and Lucille Nor- 
man, contralto 
Also new on the Crosley staff are 
our of a Kind, Negro vocal comb 
from Savannah Ga. They are 
James and Eddie Sapp, Adam Jack- 
son and Herbert Houston and were 
heard on small eastern stations of 
late. Quartet warbies hot tunes and 
spirituals on WLW’s Afternoon Fol- 
Me lies. thrice-weekly show conducied 


by Jimmy Leonard. 


Evans Fur’s WMAQ Deal 


Chicago, July 2. 
First radio deal made by the 


Schwimmer & Scott agency here for 
the big local Evans Fur account 
for a 52-week series of musical clock 
programs on WMAQ, the NBC red 
station, beginning next Monday (8). 

Will be a 15-minute session Mon- 
day through Saturday at 8:45 a.m.. 
with Norman Ross on the mike 
Agency has also set deal for a Sun- 


is 


day 15-minute shot on the same 
Siation for Norman Ross for Evans 
; Fur starting July, 14 
ac a saat tat care z Sent 
— cnn CS. 
Re 


FRA Transcription Talks Drift; 
Meantime Fight Looms With Webs 
On Control of Radio Commissions 


a 


HEATTER NEEDS REST 





SWEETHEART SOAP 
RETURNING TO SPOT 


Manhattan (Sweetheart) Soap Co. 
has decided to return to spot broad- 
casting and it’s looking around for 
Franklin Bruck 
is the agency. . 

Product's last network connection 
was the program with Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt on NBC. 


open news periods. 


16 Mm. Fiims for Tele 


Hollywood, July 2. 
Film 
out a series of 166mm. musical shorts 
for Don Lee's W6XAO. Dan Milner 
is producing in standard width, be- 
ing reduced by half for visio trans- 
mission. 

Featured in the briefies are Wingy 
Manmone, Cliff Nazarro, Ann Lee 
and Jeanne Evon. 


Television Corp. is turning 


| 
| 
| 


ADMEN’S FEDERATION | 
ELECTS ’40-41 SLATE 


Chicago, July 2. 
Advertising Federation of America, 


iin its 36th annual convention here | 
last week, elected as its new presi- 
dent Elon G. Borton, advertising | 


chief for the LaSalle Extension Uni- | 
versity. Paul Garrett, public rela-| 
tions v.p. of General Motors, was sent | 
in as chairman of the board, with 
May O. Cander Py! elected secretary, 
and James Welch as treasurer. 

On the vice-president list are Ray 
Maxwell. Allan Tavlor, Allen Rein- 
hardt and Aubyn Chinn. Directors 
include Merrill Meigs, Herbert Fisk, 
Allen Preyer, Dorothy Crowe, Henry 
Obermeyer and John K. Ottley. 

In general, the theme of the con- 
vention ‘Advertising: and the 
American Wavy of Life.’ and nearly 
all of the various speakers brought 
the current world woes into their ad- 
dresses. AFA passed a resolution of- | 
fering its aid towards the defense of 
America, and pointed out the factor 


Wes 


of advertising as a social and eco- 
nomic force in establishing a free 
people. 


FIRST RADIO IN 10 YEARS 


Oakland, Cal., July 2. 
Caldow Paint Co. has assumed 
sponsorship of KROW Newspaper of 
the Air. noon shot M-W-F. First 


time firm has used radio in 10 years. 
Another news broadeast, KGO's 
World on Parade, goes to Progres- 


sive Optical System. 


Keeps His 


Talent a Secret 


Commercial broadcasting has become a major industry but there's a 
station of high wattage down south that still makes a policy of shying 


away 
= ’ 


oe 


from the practice 


of building up mike personalities. 


‘If you 


build ‘em up, you have to pay ‘em more,’ argues the siation’s manage- 


ment. 
Outsiders 


have pointed out to this management that it’s been com- 


monly proved that local station personalities are a big asset when it 

comes to selling spot time, but the station operator’s invariable come- 
° . . 9¢ , © , ’ 

back is, “Yes, but I'd still have to increase my payroll. 
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San Francisco's One-Man Dynamo 


Art Linkletter Gains Weight on Incredible Treadmill 


of Diverse Radio Activities 





TEAMS AS PINCH-HITTERS 


Crumit-Sanderson, Howard-Shelton 
Sub fer Phil Cook On WABC 


WABC. N. Y., has arranged to have 
a series of pinchhitters for the Morn- 
ing Almanac during the four weeks 
that Phil Cook is on vacation, start- 


ing Monday (1). They are Frank 
Crumit and Julia Sanderson, Tom 
Howard and George Shelton, Irving 
Kaufman and Uncle Jonathan (Orth 
Bell). 

They will each do a week and 


come back for a repeat week's stand. 





























New Summer Network Sustainers for 1940 














Title Talent 


‘Adventures in 
NN TT Ee jy” re 
‘Bright Idea Club...Madeline Gray 


‘Choose Up Sides’ 


‘Flow Gently Sweet 
Rhythm’ .Kirby Orch, 
ine Sullivan 

.Guest Names 


"‘POTOCGSE ...8 sacs 

‘Fun with the 
Revuers ree, we 

‘Human Adventure’........ 


‘Human Nature in 


Action’ ............ Harold Laswell 


Starting 


Type Date 


_.....Drama, Educational. .July 8 
(Moving from Monday, 2-2:30 p.in.) 
Started.. 
July 5 

p.m 


Juvenile . 
Quiz 


(Moving from Su 


nday, 5-5: 30 


Max- 


rekaws Music Started 
.-..-.-Drama July 15 
gidahes Variety . Started 
Drama Started 
(Moved from Saturday, 5:30-6 p.m.) 


Drama bis Started 
(Moved from Friday, 10°30-10: 45 p.m.) 


Time of Broadcast Network 


Monday, 10:30-11 p. m.....NBC Blue 


Saturday, 10°30-11 m NBC Red 


a 


Friday, 8:30-8:55 p. m CBS 
Sunday, 5:30-6 p. m + BS 
Monday, 9-10 p. m . CBS 
Tuesday, 9:30-10 p. m NBC Blue 
Saturday, 8:30-9 p. m.....ceses CBS 
Sunday, 10:30-10:45 p. m NBC Red 


‘Strictl) Business’... Peggy Conklin. 
Shirley Booth.....Comedy-Drama ..... Started... riday, 8-8 pon NBC Blue 
‘Wings Over 
America’ GUESTS 2.260 caeba bey wid Aviation Drama . Started.....Sunday, 12:30-1 p.m... NBC ed 
‘Youth Tells Its 
Story’ Sc reee Guests Drama Started.....Monday, 7:15-7:30 p. m .NBC Blue 
‘Listeners Playhouse’, Varies Drama .. otarted.....Saturday, 8:30-9 p. m NBC Red 
‘This Our America’... Varies ... ..e Drama a See Wednesday, 8-8:30 p. m NBC Blue 
‘World Is Yours’. . Varies .. . Drama .. Started.....Sunday, 4:30-5 p. m NBC Red 
Rocky Gordon’......Varies Drama .. Started Monday-Friday, 5-5:15 p. m. (re- 
WREs OG Ol iéiwds css NBC Blue 
pS OR or Varies oe TAME co iccicnsses op Area. Mon.-Fri., 11-11:15 a. m....NBC Blue 
Radio Guild......... Varies . Drama ; Started... Saturday, 8-8:30 p. m......NBC Blue 
‘(Moved from Saturday, 8:50-9 p.m.) 
‘Invitation to 
Learning’ .........5tringfellow Barr, 
Guests Educational . Started Sunday, 4-4:30 p. m........... CBS 
‘So You Think You 
Know Music’...... Ted Cott, Guests Quiz ; .. Started Monday, 8-8:30 p. m CBS 
‘Moved from Sunday, 2:35-3 p.m.) 
Singing Bee’ ...Welcome Lewis Quiz July 6 Saturday, 10:30-11 a. m CBS 
‘Man About H »Ily- 
wood’ revrre cree . George McC: 1] Film Digest Started Friday. 


8-8:30 p. m.............CBS 


NEW SUMMER COMMERCIALS 


‘ 


(Following shows and schedule change already reported in previous issues of VARIETY are 
here repeated in convenient form) 


Starting 
Title Talent Type Date Time Network 
Summer Pastime Tommy Dorsey Music Started Tuesday, 10-10:30 p. m NBC Red 
(Replacing Bob Hope, for Pepsodent) 
Musical Revue Meredith Willson Viusic Started Tuesday, 9:30-10 p. m NBC Red 
(Replacing ‘Fibber Magee and Molly, for Johnson's floor wax) 

‘Hour of Smiles’ Abbott and Costello... Comedy Tonight Wednesday, 9-9:30 p. n NBC Red 
Quiz Kids’... Varies . Juvenile Started Friday, 10:30-11 p m NBC Red 
(Replacing Alec Templeton, for Alka-Seltzer) 

‘Musical Americana’,.Raymond Paige Musie . Started Tuesday, 9-9:30 p. m NBC Red 

(Moved from Thursday, 8-8:30 p.m., for Westinghouse, 


‘Uncle Jim's Ques- 


tion Bee’.... .Same. 


(Replacing ‘Big Town’ and moving from Tuesday, 8-8 30 


MES cock pataieaten Julv 10 : 


Leith Stevens, Jes- 


sica 
‘Ford Summer Hour’, 
‘Fun in Print’ 


Guests . 


(Replacing Silver Theatre. 


Other Commercial shows moving (‘and their new times) ‘Mr. Distric 


NBC Red), ‘Good News’ 


p-m., NBC Red), 


aby ee 





Dragonette, 
James Newill, 
Budd Hulick. 
(Replacing regular Ford Sunday Hour, in same spot, for Ford) 

Sigmund Spaeth, 


Tere | a err ee 


jcee . meRreee 


deeds mbar Lea 


Tey 


‘ 
’ 


a ao ah a TNE a a rancranlma ett aa a So a a rasp ae.» 


replacing ‘Cavalcade of America? 


NBC red) 


for DuPont) 


Wednesday, 8:8-30 p.m......... CBS 
p.m. for Rinso) 

muUntay, O10 BoM. 6 svisc che dun CBS 
Sunday, 6-6:30 p. m............. CBS 


im same spot, for International Silver) 


t Attorney’ (Wednesday, 9: 30-10 p.m., 
(Thursday, 8-8:30 p.m., NBC Red), ‘Aldrich Family’ ‘Sunday, 
vacated by Jack Benny), Kraft Music Hall (Thursday, 9-10 p.m 


Rudy Vallee (Thursday, 10-10:30 


+ 


San Francisco, July 2. 

The radio treadmill of too many 
shows need not wreck performers. 
At least that’s the lesson to be drawn 
from the exneriences of Art Link- 
letter, local 27-year-old one-man ra- 
dio enterprise who has built his 
weekly take to an average of $700 
on the basis of a 16-18-hour day— 
and is growing fat on the job. 

He now author and _ assistant 
producer of the $325,000 ‘Cavalcade 
of a Nation’ at the San Francisco 
Expo, for which he writes special 
prologues on every occasion. He 
produces and emcees a half-hour for 
Roma Wine (interview show) over 
38 Mutual stations. Also handles a 
dance floor quiz, ‘Who's Dancing To- 
night, from the St. Francis hotel for 
a jewelry account and ‘Treasure 
Time,’ a half-hour network variety 
show from the Fair. Then there's 
his cook-book quiz for a sausage 
maker on the Northern California 
network. He handles most of the 
special events at the Fair, does a 
night-club skit, ‘A Day at the Radio,’ 
makes an average of four talks per 


1S 


week before clubs and sandwiches 
miscellaneous conventions, night 
club and other m.c., and writing 
dates in between. 

He gets in at least two hours of 
championship speed handball three 
times a week. Therein lies the se- 
cret of his staying power. Linkletter 


neither drinks nor smokes, allows 
nothing to interfere with his hand- 
ball and, most important he believes, 
never misses his full quota of sleep. 
Often pounds out scripts until 2 a.m. 
but tops off with bed for full eight 
hours of ear-pounding, and seldom 
night clubs except on assignment. 
Odd sidelite is that he started out 
to become an executive but switched 
to free lancing after giimpsing exec 
paychecks, which aren't so forte on 
the Coast. Seven years ago he was 
doing college broadcasts in San 
Diego, building himself to program 
manager of KGB there, which 


hir 


won 


him assignment as radio director of 
the San Diego Exposition. From 
there he went to Dallas to handle 


radio and then shifted to San Fran- 


cisco for the first expo here. For 
two years prior to its opening, he 
wrote, directed and m.c.d every 
show promoting the fair. averaging 
17 to 25 a week. He laid out the 
radio system—and then when the 
fair opened, startled everyone by 


resigning, 
free-lance 
much 


Each one of his five main 
shows now pays him as 
Or more than his single 
salary as Expo radio director, which 
he enjoys more than the titles going 
with an executive spot. 

Linkletter maintains mobility by 
doing all his own research and writ- 
ing, and hires no assistants a 
lecture manager. He has to 
twice become a father. 


as 


save 
paused 


Anton Leader Directing 
‘Society Girl’ for White 
Anton Leader, formerly production 
nager at WMCA, New York, has 
joined the staff of Roger White Pro- 
ductions as program director. First 
assignment is to direct ‘Society Girl,’ 
White-produced daytime serial for 
Corn Products, over CBS. He'll also 
handle a new weekly 30-minute se- 
ries planned by White for the fall. 
Ted Cott, who formerly directed 
‘Society Girl,’ is no longer connected 
with the White office, but retains 
his ‘So You Think You Know Music’ 

on CBS in association with White. 


TY 
thie 





ELMER DAVIS SPOTS B.R.’D 

General Foods started this week to 
sponsor the Elmer Davis news sum- 
maries over CBS at 8:55-9 p.m. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Tuesday and Friday shots are now 


| bankrolled by Gillette razor, with 


| the Sunda iti ini 
7-7:30 p.m. NBC Red. | y edition sustaining. 


Gil- 
lette formerly had the Friday und 
Sunday shows. 


Maxon is the agency for Gilleue 
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HITS AFFILIATES VIA WEBS 





IG TAX AFFEC 
KEY TO LUCKY 
CAMPAIGN 


American Tobacco Co. has post- 
poned expansion of its Lucky Strike 


campaign until it finds out what ef- | 


fect the added 42c Federal tax will 
have on the sale of this brand. 
Lucky is adding the tax. 

Milton Biow, 
Morris, denied last week that the 
tax angle had something to do with 
the cancellation given Johnny Green 
for one of his CBS shows. Biow 
said that the move had been under 
consideration for sometime since the 
account was contemplating putting 
on a dramatic show this fall. Philip 
Morris is absorbing the Mc tax. 


BEER SPONSOR TIES 
HORSE-YARD EVENTS 


St. Louis, July 2. 

Tom Rooney of the local Ruthrauff 
& Ryan agency made a tieup last 
week with the 
Club, the only race track in this area, 
for its Hyde Park Brewery account 
which sponsors all sports programs 
over five of the six major St. Louis 
stations, and 13 smaller stations in 
Missouri and Illinois. The stunt was 
naming each of the eight races on the 
card for one of the sportscasters, ad- 
vance plugging via the ether, and 
cuffo distribution of ducats in taverns 
handling the sponsor's product. 

The races were named after Herb 
McCready, WEW; Alex Buchan, 
KXOK; J. Roy Stockton and Frank 
Fschen, KSD; Neil Norman, WIL; 
France Laux, KMOX: Ray Schmidt, 
KXOK; Bill Durney, WIL, and Gabby 
Street, KXOK. The gabbers make 
awards to the winning jocks of each 
heat 

The suds firm is meantime bank- 
rolling 
five stations six days weekly; 91 score- 
board broadcasts, seven days a week 
over two seven baseball 
weekly, and every 
event of any note in this metropoli- 
tan district Also bankrolls a six 
Station daily baseball web originat- 
ing from KXOK. 


Standard Takes Its Two 
Coast Shows to Don Lee 


Hollywood, July 2 
Standard Oil is moving its two 


36 sports programs over the 


stations; 


zames sports 


Coast airshows to the Don Lee net- 
work after 13 successive years on 
YBC 


Programs are Standard Symphony 
and Standard School of the Atr 
Former goes a full hour weekly on 
29 stations, and the school piece a 
half hour on 32 stations 


Chill Tonic Into Dixie 


Kastor here has set for a 


flock of five and 


akency 
15-minute 
shows for Grove'’s Chilt Tonic, cov- 
ering the South. 

Schedule is: ‘Sunrise Serenade,’ 
WFSA, Montgomery, Ala: News 
WJRD, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Rice Broth- 
ers On KARK, Little Rock, Ark.; 
WWL, New Orleans; WMC, Memphis; 


spot 


WSMB, New Orleans; KWKH, 
Shreveport; Barn Dance, WTAL, 
Tallahassee; Request programs, WSB, 
Atlanta; Odie Thompson, KTUL, 


Tulsa; Zeke Ciements, WSM, Nash- 
ville; Sunshine Boys, KGKO, Ft. 
Worth; News, KTRH, Houston. 





WKBW Seeks 50 Kw. 


Buffalo, July 2 


Complying with Havana _ treaty, 


Buffalo Broadcasting Corp. last week | 
asked the FCC to step up WKBW’s | 
bower from 5,000 to 50,000 watts. | 
Company has taken steps to acquire | 


166 acres in nearby Hamburg as new 
‘transmitter site, 


agency on Philip. 


Fairmount Jockey | 


+ a sedi 


PETRILLO YANK 
REMOTE PICK-UPS 


NBC Red and Blue Forced 
To Share Identical Pro- 
grams in Makeshift As 
New A.F.M. Prez Orders 


Dance Music Blackout 


YES, WE HAVE RADISHES 


| 
Fruit - Vegetable Market Dealers 
Merger on Program 
Pittsburgh, July 2. 
Johnny Davis, WWSW announcer, 
has landed himself a new commer- 
'cial. It's ‘Market Melodies,’ a new 
| WWSW account sponsored by fresh 
| fruit and vegetable dealers in the 
| Pittsburgh district. 
| Quarter-hour show airs six morn- 
ings weekly at 8:45. 








PLUGS VANISH 


WAR AIDS SET 
SALE IN SO. 





Both NBC and Columbia officials 
AF were making strong efforts at press 
time yesterday (Tuesday) to 

straighten out several affiliated local 

station. tangles with the American 

Federation of Musicians before the 

Capetown, June 4, pulling of all remote band broad- 

European war, which side-tracked | casts developed into a general musi- 
the South African Broadcasting} cians strike. All parties were con- 
Corp.’s contemplated $1,500,000 five-|fident that the situation was suf- 


| 





year scheme for technical develop-| ficiently under control to avoid its | ADVANTAGE 
| { 

licenses.|and that the sources of the remote | 
Paul, and | oe 


ment, has brought a rush of ap- | spread into a nationwide showdown 
plications for receiver 

| Company’s 1939 report shows that | band ‘strike,” KSTP, St. 
i there were 36,000 extra new licenses WRVA, Richmond, would be _ in- 
|issued, bringing a total of 249,000. | duced to put their staff orchestras 
Net license revenue was $1,775,-| back to work. 


vious year, Expenses for plant andj that they would be faced with fights 
equipment were $135,000. salaries!on all fronts. As it is they’ve got 
| $640,000, broadcasting $660,000 and ASCAP and the anti-monopoly drive 
excess of income over expenditure! within the FCC to contend with. 
was $255,000. 

In its report SABC gives itself a 
few pats on the back, but neglects to 
listener squawks over bad 
reception, quality of programs and 
the unsatisfactory diversity 
overseas reception. 


James C. Petrillo, recently elected 
president of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, ordered the out- 
side name bands off Columbia’s sus- 
taining schedule Monday night (1). 
A similar ban had been issued in the 
icase of NBC Friday (28) 
sulted in the unusual 


mention 


new 
station for Move re- 


circumstance 


’ ff NBC feeding duplicate studio 
NBC’S SAN FRANCISCO | sustaining programs to the red and 
blue networks. Peitriiio had been in 

COMPACT QUARTERS office but five days when he struck 

; against the controversy which had 

- - | prevailed between KSTP, NBC-red 

San Francisco, July 2. 

NBC's new five-story headquar- 
constructed at Tay- 
lor and O'Farrell streets, will be a 
model of systematization. All 
dios will be grouped centrally on one | 


WRVA, Richmond, CBS af- 
filiate, has been engaged in a similar 


union. 


‘rs, soon to be 
wrangle over employment with the 
local branch of the AFM, 


Blitz against NBC is to force the 


stu- | 


floor, with offices likewise on an-! jroning out of the situation between 
ther and a third devoted entirely | the Minneapolis musician’s local and 
o rehearsal, production and refer-| station KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
nce which currently are embroiled in a 


Due to acute parking situation 
in S. F., basement will include stalls! difference of opinion over the num- 
il as staff, making! ber of men which should be used on 


city’s first drive-in! the outlet’s house staff KSTP is an 


radio station affiliate of the NBC basic Red net. 
KFRC (Mu il) is cated O q Orde ) ay ¥ NBC did yt ap 
rage, Don Lee b s 4150 AIStriD nly of cou » a AFM n ye 
 Cad-LaSall nployed as a iff man by NBC ot 
7 yn the staff of any o ts stations It 
CFAC, Calgary, will carry all CBC confined its eifect to lan jana Te 
motes As a esult house crews, 


Broadcasting C 
broadcasts released ovel 


ind» British yrpora- 


supplemented by singing 


tron news 


the Canadian network cc 


+ 


{ 


| 


| 


14 


| 


| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


What makes it par- | 
000, a rise of $270,000 from the pre-/|ticularly tough for the networks is | 


| affiliate, and the St. Paul musicians | 





ALL-ENGLISH AT WBAY 
Wilkes-Barre Station Rules Out For- 
eign Languages 


Wilkes-Barre, July 2. 
WBAX, which sends its waves into 
homes in an area in which 60% of 
the population is of foreign extrac- 
{ion (largely Poles, Liths and Ital- 
ians), has adopted a policy of broad- 


casting exclusively in English. Man-! 
ager Hall Seville said the step was! 
taken ‘due to the importance of radio | 
The} 


in America’s national defense.’ 
station has been appealing ‘to pa- 
triutie listeners’ to join in supporting 
the policy. 

Listeners are told ‘American sta- 
tions can best serve our country in 


this hour by broadcasting in the 
|cOmmon language of the United 


States.’ 


CANADA TARIFF 
ENDS YANK SET 


Montreal, July 2. 
Importation of U. S. radio receiv- 
ing sets by visiting Canadians is 


virtually brought to an end by the| 


, new ‘sumptuary’ war revenue tax of 
10% which is to be levied on radios, 
tubes, cameras and phonographs. 

American radio sets have been 
among the articles most widely- 
purchased by Canadians visiting 
across the The new tax 
increase to 31° 

difference in ex- 


border 
brings the total cost 
There is the 11% 


change, the 10 ‘sumptuary’ tax] 
and the 10 tax on all imports ex 

cept those coming in under the 
British preferential tariff 


FLORSHEIM PANCAKES 
NOW ON 44 STATIONS 


Austin, Tex., July 2 

Florsheim Shoe Co., through Fred 
,C. Mertens & Associates, have placed 
their transcribed serie titled the 
‘Squared Circle’ on station KNOW 
here to run through the sum: 
Series will also be heard on KFRO 
Longview: KGNC, Amarillo; 
Pecos: KPAC, Port Arthur: 
Midland, and KRRV, 


KRLH, 
Sherman, in 


Texas 

To the original kur no ‘arrying 
the broadcasts, stations to 
be added will bring the total to 44 


stations, 


Al Zink, Sr., production 
ff WEBR 


after a session of Erie ( 


manager 
Buffalo, is back at studios 
‘(ounty jury 


1uULY. 


Government Private Broadcasters Share 
Ideas Via Closed Circuit Addresses 


Toronto. J vy 2? Jul >- th yma ) ) } | 
) 
In a | ind yn ve plan ’ 
Th ) limina ) i3 broad 
; snd vad 
7 t ire du ) I la 
better t if this country’s radio | 19-19:30 a EDS \ Bact 
ndu \ Oth a cards the Cana- CBC networl ind Tuesday 1°30-2 
! I ( rd ( ) 
’ ) ‘ ‘ . Macta > 
in Broadcasting Corp national |p. m., EDST1 » th W CB 
network and the numerou inde- networ! 
. he rie ar tht { f r 
pendent outlets, the CBC ye terday The seri will no , vith 


(2) launched a series of informative | local program broadcasting within 
talks on the various aspects of radio | the specified 
when Major Gladstone Murray, CBC | be heard in closed-circuit broadcasts 
gim., teed off with a discourse on j in the studios of the various CBC 
‘Broadcasting in War.’ | outlets with the personnel of the 

Projected series of closed-circuit | CBC and the independent stations in 
broadcasts will embrace ever. phase | each area present. In the case of 
of the radio industry in Canada, in- 
|cluding program production, station will have been recorded a week 
management, sound effects, talk earlier at CBC’s Toronto studios and 
lceriee red engircerine, and ite. | the discs sent on to be broadcast to 
technique of special events coverage. | Western stations from CBC's Winni- 
| Tagged ‘The Art and Business of | peg studios The reason for this, 

Broadcasting.’ series will comprise | of course, is the time-zone element 
two phases: (1) a presentation cov- | whereby, in order to listen in on 2 

ering the broad picture of radio in 10 a. m. broadcast emanating from 

Canada: (2) the dealing with various | Toronto, station personnel in Winni- 

fields of broadcasting in comprehen- | peg would have to be at the studio at 
sive detail. '7 a. m., and, Wesiward, correspond- 
The first phase will be heard once | ingly earlier 

ja week for 13 weeks, commencing Following is a list 


period: the talks will 


of the Arst 12 


the Western CBC network, the talks | 


| Scenes of Administration’ 


: Transcription’ by 
i RCA-Victor. 


> 
ix 
j 4 
‘ N " 
; i% fa y 
I ana ! 
‘ i 4 
bs 
j lt ' 

1 , 
july 23 4 Manag s Headaches and 
yme Aspirins,.” round ible ai ission Te 

bs J R Hadford nana of CBI, 

Voronto, and I Moore, commercial man 
awer of CERI Toronto 
July 30 ‘“Gesdwill—A Marketable Come ! 


modity,’ by HH. N. Stovin, 
station relations for (hc 

Aug. 6& ‘Clear All Wires—The Functions 
of the Traffic and Wire-line Companies’ by 
KH. W, Jackson, supervisor of traffic for 
CRBC 

Aug. 13 
of the Advertising Agency’ by |. M. Pas- 
more of the Maclaren Advertising Agency, 
Toronto. 

Aug. 20, ‘Functions of tha Community 
Private Station’ by M. V. Chestnut, man- 
ager of CKOC. Hamilton 

Aug. 27, ‘Take a  L.etter 


supervisor of 


Behind the 
(details incom- 
plete). 

Sept. 3, 
partment’ by G. A. Taggart, assistant gen- 
eral supervisor of prograins for CBC. 

Sept. 10, ‘Radio Is News’ hy EB .A. Wair, 
superviser of information for CBC 

Sept. 17, ‘OP the Record—The Story of 
Leonard Dy 
Taronto, 


‘Time Is Money—The Functions | 


‘Functions of tha Program De- | 


Headtey, | 




























TIGHTER RADI 


| 


RULES IN 
PANAMA 


Washington, July 2 
Dark shadow of the war abra’ 
| fell on Panamanian broadcasting | 
dustry last week, with the Panar 
republic providing for a fixed day 
operating schedule for all transm 
ters in the locality. Lesson for U.) 
broadcasters was seen in the Exec 
tive decree to ‘tighten up on rac 
broadcasting regulations with t 
purpose of better guarding agair 
the dissemination of false inform 
tion.” One individual has been ga 
rested for engaging in  ‘illeg 
yroadcasting,’ according to a repe 
received by the Commerce Depa 
ment from its attache at Panar 
City, A. B. Sowell. ; 
New law requires stations to mai 
tain a record of time on the air, su) 
ject matter of programs and nam 
and nationalities of announcers, S 
well reported. No messages ‘of pt 
vate interest’ permitted, except 
cases of public calamities, such | 
floods, earthquakes, fires, etc. Ope) 
ations of all transmitters to be und- 
the direct supervision of the Secr: 
tary of Foreign Relations and Cor 
munications. 





‘CAMPBELL OF WXYZ 
WARMS UP DEAL 


Chicago, July 2 
Allen Campbell, general manage 
of WXYZ, Detroit, was in town la 
week on. several 
| WXYZ-produced programs, and 
understood readying to close fd 
sponsorship of ‘Green Hornet’ anf 
1*Ned Jordan’ programs nationali 
Two agencies in Chicago are als§ 
contacting Campbell for a possiba 
setup on ‘Lone’ Ran‘cr.’ 
WXYZ is now busy giving a buil 
up ride for @®@w 30-minute weekl 


negotiations fe 


show tagged ‘Challenge of tt 
Yukon’ with Campbell, however, 
ing slow on any immediate nation 


1 


commercial spread of thi Ww 


Coast Sending Out 17 
Commercials on Chain 


Hollywood, July 2 

Although hard hit by summer witl 
lrawals, the Coast will send out 
fairly 
grams 


representative batch of pr 
during the dog day Bot 
nets will account for 17 cha con 
mercials, NBC taking the odd one 
the split 

Columbia’s contribution embrace 
Texaco, Al Pearce, Jean Hershol 
Gene Autry, Amos ’n’ Andy, Hedd 
Hopper, ‘Blondie’ and Fletcher Wiles 
NBC lists Kraft, ‘One Man’s Family 
Kay Kyser, Don Ameche-Old Gok 
Burns 


und Allen, Good New Wood 
bury Plavhouse Irene Rich an 
Johnson wax musical 


Swope Sold 1,000 Share: 


Washington, July 2 
Sale f 1.000 " I Co 
System $2.50 pat 
A common stock b 


imbi 
Clas 
Herbert Bayar 
announced Tuesday (25 
in the Securities & Exchange 
May 


Broadcasting 


swope was 
Com 
mission’s summary of transac 
tions. 

At the same time the Keewaydir 
Corporation was listed as purchasing 
the same number of tickets. i 

Swope’s holdings, at the end of 
| May, quoted at 8,780 shares, whild 
Keewaydin held the 1,000 shares 
| picked up as a ‘partnership, trust off 
| other intermediary’. : 


Texas Pair Join Mutual 


Two new stations have joined the 
Mutual network as of June 26. The: 
are KRIS, Corpus Christi, Texas 
and KRGV, Westlaco, Texas. 

Makes a total of 11 outlets to join 
| the network in the last few weeks.! 
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Toronto, July 2. , 

Sponsored news-casts will be 
»anned in Canada ‘within the short- 
‘st possible time’ and will be re- 
SJlaced with a new and ‘more satis- 
*actory’ policy that ‘will be recog- 
hized by all] as an improvement on 
jhe present situation.’ Such was the | 
announcement of Hon. C. D. Howe, 
Minister of Transport, within whose | 
jurisdiction radio falls, following a | 
weekend meeting attended by repre- | 
sentatives of the Canadian press, the | 
Canadian Broadcasting: Corp. and 
the privately-owned stations. 
| The new policy was evolved but 
those attending the meeting were 
sworn to silence as to what form 
“this will take. Howe said he him- 
self would announce the new policy 
before the House of Commons and 
mentioned that, in previous an- 
nouncements of this nature, he had 
“been scooped by my own news serv- 
‘ice.’ 

Howe refused any reply to the 
question as to whether or not Trans- 
Radio News Service and _ British 
United Press had been reinstated. 
‘Licenses of both were cancelled 
early in June as ‘a war-time pre- 
‘cautionary measure.’ BUP spokes- 
men claim, however, that they have 
‘x permit for broadcasting effective 
jearly in July. 

Walter Thompson, press repre- 
‘sentative for the Canadian National 
i . ° 
) Railways, has been commissioned by 
‘Howe and the CBC board of gov- 
‘'ernors to prepare a survey-report 
,on newscasting in Canada. Thomp- 
‘gon “was previously Chief Press 
Censor and later Director of Pub- 
i Jic Information until forced to give 
) up his duties because of ill-health. 
, Said Howe: ‘A general policy has 
, been evolved which will mean that 
; within a reasonably short time, 
; the shortest possible time, sponsored 
; news on the air will be a thing of 
;} the past. There are details to be 
1 worked out. Whether in the mean- 
; lime the present news services will 
* be allowed to function, I am not sure. 
] rather think they will, although 
1 have no definite knowledge. It 
would, I think, kes mistake for a 
matter of two or three weeks, to 

make any radica' change in the 
' existing situation. But I think I can 

say that within the next’ month 
there will be a new policy for news 
on the air, which I shall announce 

s soon as I can,’ 


Wording of Resolution 


Winnipeg, July 2. 
The resolution for a unified news 
service as adopted read: ‘It was re- 
solved that a committee be appoint- 
ed to study and draw up a plan un- 
der which the CBC would prepare 
znd edit 2 unified national broadcast 
news service to be used by its sta- 
tions and to be the 


only service 
availavle to all private stations in 
Canada, at a cost to be equitably 


apportioned among all broadcasting 
stations and that this national broad- 
casting news be not commercially 
sponsored. That the committee re- 
port to this board upon the working 
of this plan, on its cost and upon 
the approximate amount to be paid 
by each subscribing private station. 
That until further notice stations be 
granted permission to continue 
broadcasting news as now supplied 
by existing services. That in view of 
the urgency of the problem from the 
national interest there should be no 
avoidable delay in preparing this re- 
port and presenting it to the board.’ 

The special committee set up was 
composed of J. Wilfred Godfrey, K. 
C., «ft Halifax; Alan B. Plaunt, Ot- 
tawa; Gladstone Murray, general 
manager of the CBC: Dr. Augustin 
Frignon, assistant general manager, 
and either the chairman Rene Morin, 
or vice-chairman, N. L. Nathanson. 
Their report is expected to be tabled 
ait the next meeting of the CEC 
board in Ottawa Aug. 27, 


Herbert Moore’s Statement 


Herbert Moore, head of Transra- 
dio, declared Monday (1) that his 
service has been given the green 
light by the board of governors of 
the Canadian ~ Broadcasting Corp., 


and that it was his belief that a 

middie ground will be found where- 

by some form of sponsored news 
NE ia 





| sorship be 


_ advertiser credited with ‘bringing | 


' selling of the news to either CBC 
or privately 
| services would sell their news to a 


Canada. 
' 


MINUTE PARTICIPATIONS LIKELY ON 
CANADIAN NEWSCASTS, SPONSORSHIP OUT 


Radios In Tractors 

St. Louis, July 2 
That farmers have installed ra- 
dios on the gasoline tractors and 
listen to programs while plow- 
ing their fields, etc, was re- 
vealed last week in letters re- 
ceived by Charley Stookey, CBS 








Mfficial Confirmation of New Policy Awaits Howe’s Kate Smith’s ‘Course’ 
Address to Commons — One Central Source of | Extended by Gen. Foods; | 


All News for Broadcasting in Dominion | 


| 


would be permitted. Although he | 
expected competition would be lev- 
eled for all news services in the 
Dominion, Moore was of the opinion | 
that out of the discussions would 
come a recommendation that spon- | 
limited to participating | 


in June, 


1943. 


minute announcements with no one | 


the listeners’ 
period. 


the particular news 


| ganization, 
Moore stated that he was recon- N. ¥. Miss 
ciled to the elimination of direct with a ‘diploma’ 


‘course’ 


stations. All Setup for 


owned 


central channel set up by the CBC 
and this unified service would not 
only edit and distribute it but allo- | 
cate the cost among all the Canadian | 
outlets. The move would give the 
Dominion government, through its 
radio supervising setup, sole author- 
ity over the news to be broadcast in 


ing Willie 
Latter pair 


for the summer. 
Allen for 





Crosby-Kraft Renewal 


Chicago, July 2. series, 

J. Walter Thompson agency here | 

has renewed for another 52 weeks of 

NBC-red time for the Bing Crosby- | 

Kraft Music Hall for the Kraft 
Cheese company. 


| swerable only 


Kate Smiih daily 15-minute comment 
which continues 
also 
a aannth tame witisss contract. 


summer, is 


New contract goes into effect as | 
of July 25, and takes in 79 out- | 


lets. column’ activities. Elissa Landi and | 
ae aS ee ee | Phillips Holmes will co-star. Blair 

Quaker Oats bought a half| Walliser will write and produce 

Helen Nugent, contralto,of WKRC, hour on the NBC-red through Ruth-| NBC’s ‘Wings’ offers dramatized 
Cincinnati, has been spotted for, rauff & Ryan with a fall starting! events from the history of U. S. 
minor roles in three operas in the’ date, It’s the Sunday 5:30-6 p. m.| aviation. It is scripted by Richard 
six-week season of the Cincy Sum- period. McDonagh, with technical assistance 


mer Opera Association at the Zoo.’ 


Wiltie Howard on Show 


| Kate Smith’s three-year contract | 
with General Foods, 
1942, has been ‘postponed’ 

a year, automatically extending it to | 
Agreement to that effect was 
reached last Thursday night (27) by | 
| Clarence Eldredge, 
| Vice-prez, and Ted Collins, at a party- 
meeting of General Foods execs and 
members of the Smith-Collins or- 
at the Biltmore hotel, 


from three years to four. 

the Kate Smith series 
| of Friday night shows 
| virtually the same 
late in September, 
Howard 
spot instead of Abbott and Costello. | 
wound up on the series 
when it. went off 
They replace Fred 
Bristol-Myers. 
_was signed last week for 
, son. Young & Rubicam is the agency 
/on the account, but Collins has full 
| authority on production, being an- | 


only change be- 


Friday night (28), 


included in the 


QUAKER OATS BUYS 5:30 
SUNDAY ON NBC RED 


Program has not been set 


farm reporter originating pro- 
grams from KMOX, CBS outlet 
here. During the course of the 
weekly Country Journal pro- 
gram Stookey asked for letters 
from anyone who was listening 
to the program via a radio on a 
gasoline tractor. 

Harold Young, Sedgwick, Kan., 
wrote that he was cultivating 
corn when he heard the quest, 
and Spivey N. Doolittle, Newton, 
Miss., said he was cultivating 
sweet potatoes to be manufac- 
tured into starch. 


5th Column Expose 


due to expire | 


the company’s 








Smith was presented | 


extending her 


will remain 
when it returns | 


in the comedy 


Mutual ran into a conflict of pro- 
' gram titles yesterday (Tuesday ) with 
a new series it announced as ‘Wings 
Over America,’ slated to start Friday 
(5) out of WGN, Chicago, as a sum- 
mer replacement for ‘Fifth Row 
Center. Show of the same name 
debuted June 23 on NBC red (WEAF) 
as a summer sustainer. (Reviewed in 
this issue of Variety.) Mutual will 
retitle its program, but the new tab 
asn't yet been selected. 
Mutual’s series is to be romantic 
drama about a girl reporter and a 
radio commentator who expose ‘fifth 


Howard 
next sea- 


General Foods. 


over the 


by Jim Ray. 














The Modus Operandi of BMI 


By RUSSELL CLEVENGER 
[Director, Public Relations Dept., 


BM?) 











Series from WGN; 
Changing Title 








Broadcast Music, Inc., has shouldered the job of 
providing broadcasting stations and radio advertisers 
with a supply of music that will free them from de- 
pendence upon ASCAP (‘American Society of Come 
posers, Authors and Publishers). When you consider 
that up to the present time the musical fare of the 
microphones has been about 95% ASCAP, the task of 
replacement and substitution sounds gigantic. 


Already there are significant results to show. BMI 
has acquired catalogues containing upwards of 5,000 


copyrights; it is on a production schedule of 30 new 
numbers a month and beginning Jan. 1, 1941, its license 
will cover the music of another house which is pro- 
ducing 48 a month. Compare these figures with the 
results of a recent study of 1938 radio program records 
which show that 2,500 selections accounted for 85% of 

all performances while a mere 338 accounted for 42%, 

and you have something to make the statistics- 

wag their heads. 

BMI upset some ideas long accepted by Tin Pan 
Alley. Composers on the payrolls of the old-line pub- 
lishers have believed that few outside their own ranks 
could turn out professionally acceptable tunes. It is 
said that one organization which solicits new musie has 
been able to get only 50 acceptable numbers out of 
25,000 submissions, and various experts have estimated 
the average figure at one in a thousand. In BMI’s first 
two and a half months, the editors reviewed about 
4,500 scripts and found that about one in 100 was good 
stuff. 

The difference lies in the way BMI went after music. 
Most of the writers who have scored so high a 
of acceptable manuscripts are far from being green- 
horns. They may be making their first commercial 
appearances as composers under the BMI trademark, 
but they are experienced musicians—many of them 
experienced professionals. There are radio, stage, and 
night-club singers, members of dance bands, arrangers, 
men who have written successfully for various types of 
productions. The surprising tally of such composers 

| who have suddenly begun to twinkle in the BMI firma- 
ment bears out the contention that the competent 

American composers outside of ASCAP outnumber 

those within. 
| It was not by accident that BMI was able to corral 
these composers. BMI needed the raw material of 
songs and it went after that raw material in the most 

likely places. Result—an outworn tradition gone the 
| way of anti-macassars and moustache cups. 

The prime purpose in the creation of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., however, was to serve the needs of radio, 
and the real proof of the BMI pudding comes when 
broadcasters and advertisers.eat it. Even sales of the 
sheet music that goes to the retail stores depend upon 


hounds 


ratio 


| the orchestrations that go to the 300-odd radio stations 
| for each new number published. 


Every radio man knows that the program needs of a 


ET GI FS Te ET A. ete PE He: 


broadcasting station are by no means limited to new 
popular He has to have ‘mood’ music, inciden- 
tal music, old traditional songs, standard, sémi-class- 
ical, and classical music for a variety of uses from the 
musical ‘bridges’ in dramatic scripts to full-length pro- 
grams. Most music of this sort is drawn from the 
public domain—that is, it is music on which the basic 
copyright has expired. But the experienced radio man 
knows that for his purposes this music 
mostly in the form of arrangements which have 
copyrighted and of which the 
controlled by ASCAP 


IF RADIO SUBSISTS ON BMI DIET 


If broadcasters and radio advertisers are to subsist 
on a BMI diet, what are they going to do for all this 
mass Of material? The effort to give it to them sounds 
like the effort to move the mountain to Mohammed. 


songs. 


also exists 
been 


performing rights are 


The BMI Research Department prepares lists of the 
public domain music that is most in demand and de- 
livers these lists to the Arranging Department. It also 
delivers copyright information requested from time to 
time by both Editorial and Arranging Departments. 
The work requires a highly specialized knowledge of 
musical copyrights, of course, and the department does 
not limit itself to checking copyrights and listing public 
domain music for the BMI organization. 

Within the BMI organization itself. lists from the 
Research Department as well as accepted new 
scripts from the Editors are shot over to the Art 
Department. 


manu- 
anging 


The department is divided into two sections—one for 
public domain music, and one for new popular music. 
It is at present on a_ production schedule. of 
25 numbers a week. It is so organized that the out- 
put of public domain arrangements can be stepped up 
to 50 or 100 a week or, as the head of the department 
puts it, to the ‘saturation point of the printing presses.’ 

It is now at work on a list of 150 selections which are 
shown by a careful study of program records to have 
been the most frequently performed in recent years, 
The list includes ‘Believe Me If All Those Endearing 
Young Charms,’ the Strauss waltzes, ‘Dixie,’ ‘Home 
Sweet Home,’ ‘Dark Eyes’ and similar numbers of en- 
during popularity. 

Through the popular music section of the Arranging 
Department orchestrations of new BMI music are made 
on assignment by the leading dance arrangers. 

Of course it is a job to do this sort of thing—a job 
that takes both musicianship and organizing ability. 
BMI's Arranging Department gives steady employment 
to 52 professional musicians—union members—and 
temporary work to 15 or 20 more. The number is in- 
creased from time to time. And these numbers, of 
course, take no count of the clerical help, 


WSM, NASHVILLE, 
HOST TON. Y. 
ADMEN 





Nashville, July 2 
“Nashville became the ‘rustic city’ 
many Easterners believe it is when 
world premiere of ‘Grand Ole Opry’ 


| hit town Friday night (June 28). 
| The Republic picture, based on 
| WSM's 15-year-old, four-hour Sat- 


urday night shindig, played to near 
full house at Paramount but big 
doings came before and after the 
showing. With hundreds of visitors 
|in city, the ‘hill folk’ staged mam- 
{moth square dance in Memorial 
Square, heart of the city. A parade 
'of victorias, surreys, buggies and 
| wagons, all with old time trimmings, 
led the radio stars of picture to the 
premiere. 

In the picture, with Weaver Broth- 
ers and Elviry, are Judge George 
| Hay, originator of the WSM radio 
'show: Roy Acuff and his Smoky 
Mountain Boys, Uncle Dave Macon 
and Rachel, a banjo picking moun- 
tain gal who laid ’em in the aisles. 
| Sergeant Alvin C. York, moun- 
taineer world war hero, aided in 
celebration, appearing on WSM’'s 
NBC broadcast from theatre lobby. 

Some 30 visiting news and agency 
men were WSM guests. They fol- 
low: Paul Kennedy, Cincinnati; Bob 


| Gray, Memphis; Ralph Sanders, 
Chattanooga; Frank Larkin = and 
Glenn MeNeill, Knoxville; George 


Kercher and E. A. W. Schulenburg, 


St. Louis; Quentin Brewer, Kansas 
City; Joe Eaton, Louisville; Hally 
Shiveley, Harlow Roberts, Jack 


Laemmar,. Jim Thompson and George 
Durram, Chicago; Harry Frair, Bill 
Cartwright, I. H. MacKenzie and 
William Siaab, Detroit; Ray Sim- 
mons, Jr., Cleveland; Hanque Ring- 
gold, John Crande!l, Frank Conrad, 
Frank Silvernail, William Maillen- 
fret, John Hymes, Elizabeth Black, 
Margaret Wylie, Sheldon Hickox, 
John Schultz, Fletcher Turner, Lin- 
nea Nelson and Jean Schalk, New 
York, 


NILES TRAMMELL NOT 
OVERLOOKNG ANY BETS 


Niles Trammell, NBC executive 
v. p., has turned out to be the net- 
work's first all-around salesman, He 
no longer confines himself to peddl- 
ing network but addresses letters to 
clients and agencies asking for their 
transcription business and off-the-air 
recording ¢-:counts, 

Receipt of such leiters has caused 
much talk among 
eral comment has 
that ‘here’s an 
network who ¢ 
small in the y 


to g 


ad agencies, Gen- 
been to the effect 
operating head of a 
isiders nothing too 
ay of business for him 
after. The agencies are 
walting for Trammell to put the 
pitch on for the spot end of NBC's 
owned and managed stations. 


Gene Wyatt to WBEN 


now 


3uffalo, July 2 
Gene Wyatt has resigned post of 
general manager of KITE, Kansas 


City, to become WBEN commercial 
manager. He succeeds the late Clif- 
ford H. Taylor, who died of heart at- 
tack on Florida trip in March. 

Wyatt started in radio as staff mu- 
sicion at WFIW, Hopkinsville, Ky., 
on graduation from Tennessee State 
and has worked his 
He’s 31, which makes him 
one of nation’s youngest radio execu- 
tives. Previously he was KITE’s 
business manager before joining Ed- 
ward Petry agency and returning to 
Kansas City outlet as general man- 
agel 


Hugh Aspinwall Off St. L. 


St. Louis, July 2 
Hugh Aspinwall, for seven months 
a spectal feature on KMOX’s daily 
a.m. ‘Country Journal’ program, has 


Teachers college 
way up. 


tossed up the local stint and will 
continue his ‘Chick Martin’ (Purina 
Mills) recordings in Chicago for 


World Broadcasting. 

Aspinwall also is skedded to show 
ud in Hollywood, after a vacation, to 
play a role in an unnamed talker 


to be preduced by Columbia Pic- 
tures, 








special events man at 
/WGR-WKBW, Buffalo, is running 
summer stock theatre at Athol 
» Springs, N. Y., between mike duties. 


Cliff Jones, 
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ADIO “PAN MAIL’ TIRES FCC j 


D-UPPIoH MOOD 
ON NUTS, BIGOT 


Commission Keeps Repeai- 
ing ‘We’re Not Censors’— 
Squawkers of Recent Rec- 
ord Have Aimed at Lind- 
bergh, Gannett, 
‘Information, Please’ 


PREJUDICES 


Washington, July 2. 
Plaintive squawk from the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 


regarding what it described as ‘pan 
mail’ was registered Monday (1) in 
an apparenily exhausted effort to put 


+ 





Even 'South San 


| Three-M units, 


over the idea that the FCC has no | 


authority to 
grams or performers. 

Long list of complaints was made 
public, w ith most of the alleged pan- 
ning coming from California. 

Before getting down to so-called 
entertainment programs, Commish 
observed that ‘air utterances’ by nu- 
merous public and political figures 


, 


‘censor individual pro- | 


had drawn the ‘eath of the knob- | 


twiddlers. The list included: 

Col. Charles A. Lindbergh, who 
has been making anti-interventionist 
speeches; Frank Gannett, red-faced 
ex-contender for the Republican 
presidential nomination; Hanford 
MeNider, former minister to Canada 
and another Republican hopeful( un- 


til Philadelphia); Judge John A 
Matthews, Montana Jegalite, ‘and 
others.’ 

Commish tore into some of the 
commercial regulars by asserting 
that California had screamed about | 


Kaltenborn’s 
(CBS); ‘airy 


H. V 
tations 
Jack Benny: 
Hope; Cab Calloway’s band 
‘Dr. I. Q.”’ program. 

Because Burns and Allen did not 
please a New Yorker, the Commish 
was requested to have the team 
“barred from the air.” Another Man- 
hattanite ‘voices indignation at a 
Fred Allen wisecrack,’ the FCC an- 
nounced, while fellow-citizens were 
‘irked’ Walter Winchell, squawked 
about network presentations of ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois,” snapped at the 
‘This Amazing America’ program and 
snarled at ‘Information Please.’ 

Pennsylvanians were next on the 
list of conscientious objectors. <A 
keystone-stater objected to ‘Confi- 
ily Yours’ (which he wanted to 
‘publicly censured.’ ‘National 
ana Home Hour’ got rapped 
two Philadelphians 
thumbs down on ‘Stop Me If You've 
Heard This One,’ and ‘Great Plays.’ 
One Oklahoman ‘ would like to 
young ears closed’ to the sobby mari- 
tal difficulties of ‘Stella Dallas’: a 
Tennesseean was ‘aroused’ by the 
‘Court of Missing Heirs,’ and a Con- 
necticut Yankee yelped about the 
‘Green Hornet’ series. 

‘Numerous contest programs in- 
vil€ numerous letters’ from indivi- 
duals who think they are entitled to 
prizes, the Commish wailed. 

‘Incidentally, by way of timely 
note 7 Chicago letters protest 
advel ing fireworks over the radio,’ 
tatement 


news 
statements’ 


by 


and the 


by 


cent 
have 
Farm 


anc 


see 


the s added. 

Fed-uppishness of the Government 
“Ir-cops with complaints from citi- 
zens was demonstrated by a two-page 


release quoting yelps from various 
Parts of the country. Purpose of the 
mMimeographed papers was to pub- 
licize the we-can t-do-anything- 


about-it attitude which the Commish 
nas rightfully taken regarding 
£Guawks from 


interpre- | 


radio fare served by Bob | 





individuals who evi- | 


Gently feel that their prejudices and | 


Preferences must be forwarded to 


Uncle Sam, instead of to the originat- 
ing ing stations. 














turned | 


Radio Day at Club 


Cal., July 2. | 
15-minute variety | 
a live visual show and a| 
talk on radio technique by Keith | 
Collins, station manager, was given | 
recently by KMJ, loeal NBC red out- 
let, for the Fresno chapter of | 
Twenty-Thirty club. Occasion was | 
the club’s luncheon meeting and was | 
held in the station’s studio. 

Station had previously put on 
similar shows for the Fresno 
Kiwanis club, the California News- 





. Fresno, 
Broadcast of a 
program, 


- | RALPH ATLASS MOVES 


TO MICHIGAN B’LVD 


> Settee July 2. 

Ralph Atlass is moving the WJJD- 
WIND studios and offices from the 
N. Wells street to Michigan avenue 
sometime in October. New quarters | 
will contain four studios. 
WIND primary studios 


in Gary 


| (Ind.) will continue as is. 


Mansfield, Gctheeans C. May, | 
formerly Goodyear Tire, Akron, is 


Dealers (With Own Ideas) Dominate 


~ Summer, Crown Cola Returns in Fall 


Crown Cola will return Bob Rip- 
ley to CBS Friday, Sept. 6. The 
spot will be 10 to 10:30 p.m. 

Practice of this account going off 
the air for the summer 


new 


when iis 


| product enjoys a peak market, is ex- | 


paper Publishers association and the | now a salesman at WMAN, Mans- | |plained by the circumstance that it’s 


Joaquin Valley and 

Planned to castings | 
the practice on a larger scale next) 
| fall and winter. | 


field, O. Harry Dennis, former en- | 
gineer at WJW, Akron, and WHBC, 
Canton, also has joined the technical 
Staff of WMAN. 


mostly in summer that Crown 
Cola’s local botilers ean afford to 
their own advertising. When the 
latter pay for it they prefer to de 


do! 


it in their own way, while the bev- 
erage formula owner goes on the air 
in the cooler season to keep the 
name of ithe product before the con- 
sumer, 





New Orleans—Van Patrick, for- 
merly connected with KRMD, is new 
baseball announcer at WDSU, suc- 
ceeding Carl Fritz. Due to illness 
Fritz retired from handling baseball, 


_ but still remains with station. 














TWIN CITIES 
with TWIN MARKETS 


IRONTON, QO. 


ASHLAND, KY. 





IRONTON, OHIO 





Population 16,600 (1930) 


Retail Sales $5,927,000 * 


x 
ta? 
—_ 
~ 


Wholesale Sales 


Radio Homes (Lawrence Co.) $710 


PEstimated by Sales Managemen! 


Directls 


Ohio are 


opposite 


Ironton. 


each other on the 
Ohio. and Ashland, 


banks of the 
Kentucky. 


They are twin cities also in the fact that both are 


buving centers when brands advertised on WLW 


not only get preferred display at dealers, but “‘get 
the call” from twin city housewives. 
In these twin cities and in the counties that 


make up their trading areas. 


700 KC. 
retailers ask of 


tised on WLW 


a new 


most radios stay at 


It is no wonder that local wholesalers and 


product, “Is it adver- 


ASHLAND, 


KY. 





P opwlation 


29,100 (1939) 


Retari Sales $11,748,000 * 
Wholesale Sales $14 628, 000 * 
Ratio Homes (Boyd Co.) G 6% 


* Estimated by Sales Manzgement 


NEW YORK: REP. TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING & TELEVISION CORP. CHICAGO: WLW, 230 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE. 


THE NATION’S 


most ‘Merchandise-Able”’ 


STATION 
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UNIQUE RADIO SCHOOL, NYA WORKSHOP 


STUDENTS RECEIVE MONTHLY SALARIES 


New York Radio Branch of National Youth Adminis- 
tration Thrills When ‘Graduate’ Gets on Private 
Payroll—Train Operators for U.S. Defense 


By ROBERT J, LANDRY 


The National Youth Administra- 
tion’s Radio Workshop, located at 
Broadway and 53d street in New, 


York City, operates the most unique 
school in broadcasting. ; 
striet discipline in the matter of 
hours artd fulfillment of assignments, 
just like any public school. The 
scholastic tradition is carried further 
by Director Stanley L. Stevens in 
the issuance of report cards on each 
enrolled student, whose general work 
is graded percentage-wise and whose 
‘attitude’ is evaluated as being alert 
xx dumb. lovable or loafable. These 
report cards are tacked up on the 
school bulletin board for all to see. 
The academic comparison holds up 
even further. While there is no ar- 
bitcary limit, a year or 18 months is 


the maximum period the Radio 
Workshop theoretically wants stu- 
dents to remain in training. The 


whole point of the school-like setup 
is that the students must eventually 
get out in the world, It’s a case of 
NYA wanting to help, but not want- 
ing to provide an indefinite parking 


lot for youngsters who have to exer- 
cise self-reliance in the end. There's 
to be no figurative burning down of 
the schoolhouse to get lazy Leo out 
of the third grade. 

Where this NYA school, however, 


It observes | differs from conventional schools is | 


in this: the school pays its students! 
Operating under the Federal Security 
agency grant, the Radio Workshop 
(only one of its kind in the U.S. A.) 
has some 400 enrolled students (18 


to 24 years of age) who receive $22 | 


4 month, in return for which they 
must put in 60 hours of study and 
training at the Workshop. 

While the drilling is partly con- 
fined to theory and is conducted on 
a classroom basis, broadcast studio 


conditions are duplicated and a prac- | 


tical outlet for the activity of the 
Workshop and an inspiration for the 
rehearsals and work are found in 
some four regularly scheduled pro- 
grams weekly which are actually 
| broadcast. Three of these are on 
| WNYC, municipally owned station of 
New York. One is 
There are no union conflicts. 

As is true of schools everywhere, 


| with 


| 
| agency's 


WINS, N. Y.| 








The Wrigley Building Grill, and 
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are among the most popular eating places in Chicago for advertising executives. 
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pride to the 
vate station payrolls or out-flanked 
the Maginot line of an advertising 
jefended frontier The 
alumnus who gets a job in commer- 
‘cial radio proves something very im- 
| portant to the morale and the raison 
| d'etre and the perseverance of NYA 
|—namely, that it can be done. It 
proves that the classroom motions 
}are not empty, time-consuming mo- 
tions, but steps that can, and some- 
times do, lead places. Director Stan- 
ley Stevens reflects the national NYA 
{administrator, Aubrey Williams, in 
| taking pride in tangible job-achiev- 
ing results. The NYA is conscious 
| of, and attempts to arm itself against, 


'any and all tinge of boondoggling. 


Recently a Workshop girl, Cecilia 
| Evans, got a role in the ‘Rise of the 
| Goldbergs,’ daytime serial. Another, 


|Merriam Berkley, joined KYW, 
| Philadelphia 
Robert Novak, a script writer, 


| stepped into NBC from NYA, and 
has since gune on to Young & Rubi- 
;}cam. Milton Gurewitz and Leslie 
| Solomon, of the radio engineering 
branch. are with the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority and Tropical 
| Radio, respectively. 

| The NYA Workshop loses many of 
| its students in the summertime. 
| Neacly 65° of the dramatic enroll- 
| ment has scramimed for the cowbarn 
thespian temples. Strawhats provide, 
next to NYA itself, the best chance 
of an unknown getting a hearing. 
And are, of course, better scouted by 
professional show biz. 


An important new function of the 


NYA radio workshop is just now 
taking shape. Although training in 
radio engineering has been going 


| forward for two years, it is expected 
that a new setup will soon provide 
facilities to train ‘several thousand’ 
| radio operators for future availability 

to the United States Army and Navy. 
| Morris Segal, who has charge of this 
| activity is already designing the 
| layout The proposed course will 
}ground young men in every phase 
|O0f operation, repair and complete 
; un lerstanding of defense radio. 





} “ A “ 
| Meantime the radio workshop has 


its activities broken into various 
|} groups. Edwin McArthur, with Vit- 
j}torio Giannini as assistant, has a 


| symphony yrchestra of 109 musicians 
| heard every Sunday at 5:30 p.m. over 
WNYC. There are various chamber 
music groups of different sizes and 
| characters affiliated. Phil Napoleon, 
formerly of NBC, is the musical 
averlord of swing orchestras 


aah ; 
tiree 


averaging L7 persons each. Harry 
| Noble is in charge of a vocal en- 
}semble of 10, wh@e Louvinia White 


|} Supervises the 
A dramatic 
script- 
the 
radio 


11l-Negro choir of 48. 

30-odd and a 
of 20 are under 
of Norman Sickel. A small 

€avent’s also oper- 
about 10 apprentice 
Dupre this 


group of 
Nriting group 
sway 
ress school 
ates with 
| licists 
| shoot 


pub- 


Larry runs »ff- 


The Weekly 
The workshop’s 
cendo is reached 


with the broadeast 


the ‘NYA 


Excitement 
biz weekly 
Fridays at 5 
WNYC of 
Everybody 
show, or stops to 
Student- 
is monitored 
emceed by 
announcer and 
specialty people dot 
program A 
vords Director 
stick Napoleon 
and 
Sickel in 
the 


cres- 


ver 
Varieties.” 

this 
It’s a completely 
produced halfhour. [t 
student 


hear it 


engineers, 
singing 
student 
few 
from 
of Phil 
ticulations 

of Norm am 


the 


the ges 


Stevens 
and 3- 
stopwatch-watchins 

the 
professional 
a tratYie jam 
the 


in- 
xf radio be- 


booth are ynily 


fluences in 


yinners ‘here is same open- 


at-the-collar lips-moistening, anx- 


1ious-to-click sort of 


nervous tension 
witnessed in sustaining studios any- 
where One of two rooms glassed 
off from the studio is jammed with 
friends and relatives, smiling big. 

When the broadeast is over there 
is, as in the professional studios of 
NBC and CBS, the same tendency 
to sweep up to Lillie Giutz and gush: 
‘My deah, you were won-der-ful”” 

Buffalo—fred Keller, local thes- 
pian, is a new voice at WBNY, suc- 
ceeding Ron Dunlavey who goes to 
WFBL, Syracuse. 





Toledo, @.—Al Miller has joined 





— anampsotin 


WTOL, Toledo, as a_ continuity 
writer. Played in this city 25 years 
ago ai the old Hart theatre, 


Ce BEIT a 


2aeers 


~~ 6 


| there is a certain amount of pointing | 
NYA Workshop | 
'*graduates’ who have gotten on pri- 











p.m. | 





introductory | 


control | 


Why Sales Reps Are Slap-Happy 


Station rep organization got a call from an agency late Monday air. 
ernoon (1) asking it to find out just what time signals and weather 
reports its station in Boston was carrying. The rep phoned the Boston 
outlet immediately and there arrived the next morning by special de. 
livery a complete schedule showing the spots for all current time 
nals and weather reports. 

The rep rushed to the inquiring agency with the data. Then came 
the awakening. The agency wasn’t interested in buying anything. [+ 
was only that the time buyer wanted to do one of the account execs 
in the agency a favor. It seems that the latter had planned a yachting 
trip over the Fourth along Long Island Sound and he had expressed 
an interest in knowing what station he could tune in for the time and 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


Gate Taylor, radio advertising representative of Vartety, is seriously iit 
at Glendale Sanitorium, Glendale, Md. He was taken there under doctor's 
supervision last Saturday (29). He has suffered a serious physical break. 
down and will be unable to work for a year or more. 

Taylor was seriously ill about a year ago when with Broadcasting maga. 
zine. When leaving that publication, after eight years, he was hired by 
Variety early in 1940 and has spent much of his time since then in travel, 
His present illness is a complication, but in much more serious form, of a 
previous illness. 

Variety urges friends of Taylor’s in the radio industry to write him at 
Giendale. 


sig- 











Because of the dispute over local musician employment outstanding be. 
tween WCKY and the Cincinnati musicians union Glenn Miller was barred 
by the American Federation of Musicians the week before last from clear- 
ing his Chesterfield broadcast through WCKY’s controlboard. Miller was 
in Cincinnati at the time on a traveling date and WCKY is Columbia's local 
affiliated. 

Miller not only had to feed his program direct to WABC, N. Y., but he 
was required to bring in broadcast technicians from Dayton, O. 





Grove’s Bromo-Quinine will again supplement its network show with 
transcription placements when it returns the ‘Sherlock Holmes’ series to 
the NBC-blue this fall. The off-the-mike recordings of each episode are 
rebroadcast on another station in the same market on a later night of the 
week. 

Stack-Goble is the agency. 


Wynant J. Wiiliams, consultant for Travelers’ Broadcasting Service 
(WTIC), Hartford, Conn., since 1925, and in his capacity as professor of 
communications at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, manager of its radio 
station, WHAZ, has been promoted to head of institute’s electrical engi- 
neering department. 

Date of the return of duPont’s ‘Cavalcade of America’ to the air de- 
pends on the sort of period that NBC can make available. If the network 
offered what the account considered the right spot the program would be 
resumed almost immediately. 

Otherwise the hiatus will be extended to late September 


NBC Artists Service, which is in on the agenting of ‘Information Please.’ 
has as yet received no bites on the availability of the show after Nov. 5. 
Canada Dry has offered to make it $6,500 a week for two more veai s, but 
Dan Golenpaul, who owns the rights, wants $8,500. 


Business Digest’s July issue has a rewrite of stories that appeared re- 
cently in the special Vartery insert about Chicago author Irna Phillips 
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UNANSWERED FM QUESTIONS 





Radio T rade Gets Cleverly Written WIL NFT 
Anonymous Blast Against F-M (KAY PROGRAMS? 


(Why Frequency Modula- 
tion? is the caption on the fol- 
lowing bit of unique propa- 
ganda put in the mails recently 
from Birmingham, Ala.) 

* (COPY) 
During the last few months the 


newspapers an 
carefully prepared propaganda in re- 


gard to the desirability of changing | 


commercial broadcasting in the 
United States from its present system 
to a system referred to as Frequency 
Modulation, and a few days ago the 
news was headlined in the papers 
that the Federal Communications 
Commission has assigned a group of 
frequencics for the commercial use 
of broadcasting transmitters using 
this new system which, the publictiy 
proclaimed, is the best and very 


Jatest means of transmitting speech | 


and music. Specifically, the engi- 
neering claims as Outlined in this 
publicity are that: 

First, it is highly desirable be- 
cause less static and interference 
will be received if this system is 
used. 

Second, it is capable of delivering 
e higher degree of fidelity. 

As to the first claim, relative to 
static and interefernce, present day 


have been publishing | 


amount of static which could be 
deemed disturbing, is extremely 
| small—approximately three percent— 
| and that percentage only spasmodic- 
|} ally depending upon weather condi- 
tions during the warmer months of 
the year. 

The second claim, that of higher 
_ fidelity. The benefits of this would 
| supposedly, of course, have to be en- 
joyed by the public; that is, the peo- 
ple owning, the receiving sets. That 
brings up the question, are they suf- 
fering at the present time because of 


Due to FCC’s Previous Wal- 
loping of Networks, Latter 





Won’t Say a Word Either | 


| and yet not spend any money will 


Way on Prospective Atti- 


tude Toward New-Type. 


Broadcasting 


YEAR OFF ? 


any lack of high fidelity, and if so, | 


where is the lack? Now the lack is 
certainly not in present day trans- 
mitters because the Federal Com- 
munications Commission set up 
standards which oblige transmitters 
to maintain a degree of fidelity far 
beyond that of which any household 


has 


receiving set is capable of repro- 
ducing Therefore, fidelity limits 


rest in the household receiving sets 
and actually in the loud speaker it- 
self, because of the fact that the cost 
is the economical 


age family. Notwithstanding, today’s 


medium priced receiving sets sat- 
isfy the demands of the average pub- 
lic. Those who desire greater fidel- 


+ 


. thic he wh! 
ty 


+ mehoa 
tilin DY MUL Ciidios rei 


high fidelity 
loud speaker is 


have Sing a 
includes a 


The 


i may 
set which 
loud speaker. 


limit of the aver- | 


One of the undefined and largely 
unpredictable questions of American 
broadcasting at this moment is the 
nature and source of programs for 
frequency modulation 
F-M has already been marked out as 








WORKS ‘Giving Away F-M in Early Days 


Not Smart Tactics for Licensees 


By WALTER DAMM 
Milwaukee, July 2. 
Short sighted F-M operators, in an 
attempt to get into the F-M picture 


probably beg present networks for 
the privilege of using present net- 


| work programs as F-M material with | 


, the result that they wilk be giving 
their F-M service away to adver-| 


broadcasting. | 


tisers and when an F-M audience has 
been built up will, in my opinion, 
find it extremely difficult to sell the 
service to those same advertisers. 
Those operators who are going} 
into F-M seeing it as a new service 
to the public will be courageous 


enough to originate programs and 
| during the daytime will use their | 
ingenuity to create programs for | 


a particular pet of the Federal Com- | 


; munications Commission. F-M has 
| benefited at the expense of television 


| in the matter of wavelengths and the | 


| way has been cleared by the FCC 


for the wholesale granting of F-M | 


licenses and for F-M’s commercial- 
ization via advertising at the earliest 
date prospective licensees can meet 


ning listeners as we all 


Government conditions and the busi- | 


| ness 
tisers, 
During the inevitable lull period 
between going on the air with an 
F-M transmitter and the commence- 


requirements of radio adver- 


that vast audience which now is not 
listening to soap box dramas. There- 
by opening an immediate field to a} 


large number of potential listener | 
prospects. It will be more difficult | 
to secure the attention of the eve-| 
know the 
tremendous popularity of many of 
the network shows with which we 
will have to compete. However, 


| again, the operator who looks to the 


future will not be tempted to dupli- | 
cate these programs but will go his | 


| would 


of new types of attractive programs. 
Here at W9XAO we have taken the 
stand from the beginning that we 
will not relay regular WTMJ pro- 
grams be they network or station 
originated, that F-M must stand on 
its own feet and build its own audi- 
ence. 

As a result we expect to deliver 
to the Milwaukee and Wisconsin 
listening audience an additional pro- 
gram service to that which they now 
have available. What we said above 
about soap box dramas in the after- 


noon applies equally well to the 
monotony of baseball broadcasts in 
the evening. 

As far as present networks are 
concerned we imagine that the own- 
ers and stockholders of such net- 
works expect that the personnel 


responsible for their success is thor- 
oughly capable of taking care of 
themselves. As far as the advertisers 
are concerned, if we were one we 
at the earliest possible 
moment take an active party in F-M 
thereby securing to myself the added 
attention value that always centers 
about the pioneer. 





Pink Collared Spieler 


Hartford, Juiv 2. 
Summer stock bug has bitten an- 





own way. | other radio announcer. This time 
high powered transmitters are so lo- usually more costly than the one ment of sponsor contributions to the A year and one-half ago nobody | it’s Rary Barret, head mikeman, at 
cated to take care of the thickly | rece!ving set a In other words, tne|c sts, F-M stations will pre: umably | thought much of the quiz type of WDRC. at 
populated sections of the country to high fidelity ANA A or We: ervive Elec- need, 01 look x0, outside —e of| show. Today it is outstandingly | Barret, a former vaudey illian and 
the extent that, judging from data tric loud speaker anne coms ap ee material. And _that - 1S | popular. Beyond question there are legiter, will play second lead in a 
released from: any number of re- proximately $79 when purchased rte WHere, i Waee surmise, an FC ~* other types of programs that can | new play, ‘She Ate Her Cake, at 
search bureaus, the actual percent- | 4 broadcasting station. Commercial eR type of Re rage | and will be developed and there is|the Stony Creek Playhouse, Stony 
ave of listeners who are obliged to high fidelity receivers can be pur- sineel -_ may collide with estab- | no reason why F-M cannot play an| Creek. Play skedded for week of 
take their broadcasting with an (Continued on page 31) (Continued on page 31) important part in the development | Monday (14). 
— ee or — - — _ —— - —— — _ ——— — —$—— | 
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Series of children’s summer pro- 
gtams, with Gertrude Mittelmann, 
eoncert pianist and music instructor, | 
will be ethered by WQXR, New|! 
York, in association with pa 
Board of Education Summer Play} 
Schools, the Summer Demonstra- | 
tion School of Teachers College and | 
similar groups. Series, tabbed ‘Come | 
Dance Through the Ages,’ will be | 
spotted at 11:15-11:45 am. Fridays | 
from July 12 to Aug. 16. 

To music interpreted by Miss 
Mittelmann at the piano or via re- | 
cordir {s, with oral explanation of 
the dierent dances, the various co- 
operating organizations will conduct 
participating dance classes among | 
listening groups, while representa- | 
tive gatherings of children dance in , 
the WQXR studio. For the first 
program the studio group will be 
from the Ethical Culture Summer | 
Play school, with Mrs. Sadie Gas- | 
sen, its dance director, giving the in- | 
struction to listeners. | 














“Only One of His Kind in America” 


PETER PANDA | 
| 
| 





A PERFECT FIT 


® Of the 1,922,494 peopi- 
who live and buy in the 
CKAC-Montreal Primary 
Listening Area, 6597) speak 
French and 35% speak 
English. 

® Tailor-made for the rich- 
est single market in Canada, 
CKAC’s schedule is divided 
accordingly: 65% French, 
35% Enplish language pro- 
grams. 

@® Mass coverage of a 
unique market through x 
single station. 

“Only One of Iis Kind in America”’ 


CRAC 


MONTREAL 




















Kiddies Leap Artistically to Radio | 
‘Now You Turn’ Series on WOXR 





McCormick’s Slogan 


Chicago, July 2. 

Indicative of the spirit which 
infuses the WGN organization 
now that Cal. R. R. McCormick 
has taken a personal interest in 
a drive to ‘make WGN as im- 
portant in the radio field as the 
Chicago Tribune is in the news- 
paper business’ is the punchline 
now tagged onto every piece of 
copy released by the WGN- 
Mutual press staff. 

Tag blazons: 

‘Watch WGN and Mutual’ 








Transamerican 


Sells Program 
To Nitrates 


Transamerican Broadcasting & 


Television Corp has sold another | 


daytime serial, ‘Beyond These Val- 
leys’ to General Mills. Also a series 


of half-hour musico-script programs | 


to Chilian Nitrate, fertilizer, for use 
on stations in the farm areas in disc 
form. ‘Valleys’ starts on the NBC- 
red July 22. 

O’Day, Sheldon & Canaday is the 


‘agency on Chilian Nitrate. 





BURNS & ALLEN TWICE 


NIGHTLY IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, July 2. 


Unable to get early evening time | 


on WBEN, Hormel Products is buy- 


ing two Buffalo outlets for its NBC | 


Burns and Allen show. WEBR gets 
the 7:30 p.m. show, and 10:30 edition 
goes on WBEN. 

Sponsor is anxious to move into 
WBEN 7:30 spot as soon as present 
sponsor, Carling Ales, exits. Carling 
is e.t. series. 

Politics Delays in Texas 
Houston, July 2. 

Political speeches are being given 
precedence over commercial pro- 
grams by radio stations during July. 
The new George Burns and Gracie 





Allen Hormel program, as a result, 
will be denied to listeners over ra- 
dio stations in the southwest until 


July 29. 

Political speeches have been sched- 
uled at the hour the new Burns and 
Allen program would be available, 
until after the Texas primary elec- 
iion on July 27. 


Safety Tunes on WLW 

Cincinnati, July 2. 
Irving Cesar has granted WLW 
permission to use his Songs of Safe- 























© [Canada’s Busiest Station” | Yi wate aired on, the, Rudy 
~ g Tunes are being sung by Lenore 
A CBS Affiliate Rinehart, of the Novelty Aces, in 
_——— the Small Fry section of the WLW 
U. S. Rep.: JOS. H. McGILLVRA Homemakers Review, Saturday 
morning half-hour show. 
Livel 
Showm rd hip 
WINS LARGER AUDIENCES 
in the 
MARKET : 
JOHN BLAIR The POPULAR Station RED 
& COMPANY / Salt Lake City: NETWORK 
SS —— 





University of Cincy Has 
| Series of Shows on WLW 


Cincinnati, July 2. 
In cooperation with the University 


a series of 12 half-hour Sunday 
afternoon programs featuring the 
| industrial capacities of Kentucky, se- 
| lected as a typical midwestern state. 
| Programs are non-commercial and 
i will originate from different points. 
| They will be supervised by Arthur 
| Radkey, of the station’s educational 


| department. 

The university is providing tech- 
|nicians, announcers and _— script 
writers. 





Petrillo Hits 


Continued from page <3 
and most anything available, were 
hurriedly put to work by NBC to 
| fill in the time. , 
Around New York it was toughest 
| week that the professional men have 
;had to contend with since 


| 
| 








|; tax). 
|} were cancelled from Monday through 
|'Thursday (24-27) by the networks 
because of broadcasting the Repub- 
lican convention and no sooner was 


this cause of song-plug casualties out | 


of the way than Petrillo, ordered 
| the members of name bands to re- 
|frain from feeding sustaining pro- 
, grams to the NBC red and blue net- 
works. 

One professional manager related 
| Monday (1) that of 24 plugs that he 
had placed with leaders airing over 
'CBS and NBC during last week 


|there were actually only sx per-| 


'formances. Another told of figuring 


lon seven plugs over the past week- | 


| 


end and coming throuth 
one. How hard the pluggers were 


tion for the week 
(30) scored but 28 plugs. The ac- 
cumulative plugs for these leaders 
have been running in the 50's. 
Stanley Hubbard’s Statement 
Minneapolis, July 2. 





in a statement station’s 
side of the controversy, 
| Twin City musicians’ union heads 
with ‘dictatorial tactics smacking of 
totalitarianism’ and declared KSTP 
will not bow to such methods. Hub- 


giving the 


bard charges the union has made no} 
attempt to negotiate the differences. | 

The strike, caused by KSTP’s re- | 
fusal to pay a minimum of $21,000 a | 
musicians | 

are | 
since | 
did not figure until last | 
cancel- | 


year for 
whether or 
utilized, has 
June 8. NBC 
week, however. After the 
lation of orchestra broad- 
casts, the station substituted variety 
show programs and remained on the 
air as usual. 

Said Hubbard: ‘As far as a quarrel 
with the union is concerned, KSTP 


Twin City 
not their 
been in 


services 


effect 


remote 


is and always has been willing to 
sign a contract with the St. Paul and 
Minneapolis locals of A. F. of M. It | 
is willing to agree to a closed shop 


and to give employment to none but 
members of the union. We will pay 
scale and will 
conditions 


any reasonable wage 


ree toa any working 


which 





the unions may prescribe. 
The station never has and never will 
retuse to negotiate. There is, how- 
ever, a great difference between ne- 
gotiation and an ultimatum, and it is 
on this- point that KSTP and the 
musicians’ unions are not agreed. 


During the past few weeks the union 
has made absolutely no attempt to 
negotiate with us. They merely have 
handed us an ultimatum, demanding 
| that we sign without 


compromise 


their contract 


The Situation in 


Richmond 
Richmond, Va., July 2 
Strained relations between WRVA 
and the local musicians union ha 
| prevailed since last April when the 
| station reduced its expenditures fo: 
studio musicians. The AFM branch. 
Local 123, set June 8 as the deadline 
for the signaturing of a _ written 


agreement guaranteeing the employ- 
ment of a definite number of mu- 
| Sicians and when WRVA failed to 
}act the local ordered its members 
| to have nothing to do with the sta- 
| tion’s programs and barred union 
| orchestras in local dance spots to 
| refrain from any WRVA remotes 
| When the AFM-radio 
; agreement on musician employment 
|}expired last January, WRVA, like 
| other stations around the country, 
idid not renew its obligations with 
| AFM but informally maintained the 
, Status quo. It continued to expend 
| as much as it formerly did for local 
musicians until the latter 
March when the station 
Slash its musicians payroll, 





part of} 
elected to" 


of Cincinnati, WLW has inaugurated | 


1937 | 
| (when most of the New York hotels | 
;shut down their remote wires be- | 
jcause of Local 8023's $3 broadcast | 
Scores of remote band periods | 


with but | 
hit by the combination of events is | 
attested by the fact that the top tune | 


in Variety's ‘most played’ compila- | 
ending Sunday | 


Stanley Hubbard, KSTP manager, | 


charged | 


industry | 





| ++? ) eee 
+ From the Production Centres: 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Jerry Lester does his initial appearance on Pepsodent’s Tommy Dorsey 
show (NBC-red) next Tuesday (9). The comic will get a couple mora 
' guest shots during Aucust....Wickliff Crider, J. Walter Thompson's N. Y 
radio p.a., is mixing his vacation with a honeymoon. Marria@e was last 
Saturday (29) and the bride’s a Powers model....Ted Pearson got the plug 
assignment on the Post Toasties end of the Elmer Davis daily news broad- 
-casts on CBS....Dorothy Lowell back from Cuba and her title part again 
| written into script of ‘Our Gal Sunday’....Jimmy Scribner, who does all 
92 voices on ‘Johnson Family’ over Mutual, now back on his farm at 
Amelia, Ohio, and originating his broadcasts from WKRC, the network's 
outlet in Cincinnati....Percy Faith of Toronto, directing Carnation ‘Con- 
| tented Hour’ for the next three weeks, his first U. S. assignment... deal 
set by Columbia Artists....Teddy Bergman has at last definitely taken 
the name of Alan Reed for keeps....Eddie Andrews, legiter, newcomer 
to ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’....G. Richard Swift in charge of studio 
| operations at WABC....he continues directing ‘Morning Almanac’. 
Edward J. Fitzgerald, Erwin-Wasey radio director, to Nova Scotia for 
two weeks of fishing....Mark Warnow, Bea Wain, Barry Wood and Lyn 
i Murray chorus all renewed for another 13 weeks (from July 27) for ‘Hit 
Parade’....Boris and Sergei Matusewitch, Russian accordian-concertina 
team, doing Friday night series over WQXR. 

Eugene Jelesnik, violinist. will appear Friday (5) on NBC television 
along with two fellow-artistes lately here from Europe, Charlotte Clair 
and Edouard Futran....Gene Carr, of WGAR, Cleveland, and Lincoln 
| Dellar, of KSFO, San Francisco, among those in N. Y. last week. 

Adelaice Bucheister, secretary of George Engels at NBC, married last 
week to Howard E. Orr....Mrs. Nat Singer, who issued the blast last 
week at children’s programs, has been one of the group of club women 
| dickering with the webs for past several years. ...kids liked best ‘Informa- 
tion, Please’....Leon Goldstein of WMCA going fishing for a fortnight. 

Francis Tonhazy has replaced Mosa Havivi as ‘cellist in WQXR house 
orch, latter dropping out because of illness....Frank Roehrenbeck, WHN 
station manager, fishing at Greenwood Lake for two weeks .Ray Lyon; 
WOR recording head, to make the address at the July 4 ceremony at 
| Mountain Lakes, N. J.....talk won't be broadcast, but he'll have it waxed. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Bob Burns taking six-week layoff from Kraft Music Hall to be in shape 
for the long summer head when Bing Crosby absents himself... .Lud 
| Gluskin framing a new summer musical for CBS and swinging the stick 
| for George McCall's ‘Man About Holiywood’....NBC taking its first net- 


| work program from KFI in some time, Claude Sweeten’s ‘America Waltzes’ 
with Lynn Martin as chanter....Sam Moore moved in on Don Quinn’s 
typewriter for the Johnson wax reliefer. Quinn will dabble in some fall 
scripts for Fibber and Molly while taking his respite....A trio of eights 
shows up on the Lux farewell. Program ends its eighth season on July 8 
for an eight-week sabbatical. Helen Hayes, who does at least one Lux 
show a year, and Otto Kruger finale the season with ‘To the Ladies’ 
Bill Goodwin and Elvia Allman (Cobina) back from Bob Hope tour of 
personals. Illness forced latter's return....Taking turns at the wheel for 
the jaunt to New York are Bob Longnecker and Harry Spears of CBS, 
and air chanteuse Jean O'Neill (Mrs. Spears)....Leo Townsend soloing as 
writer of Texaco summer series....Woodbury Playhouse goes serial for 
the hot months, with Forrest Barnes adapting Bill Sweet's ‘Promoting 
Priscilla’ for Jim Ameche and Gale Page....Charlie Lung replaced a 
Hindu actor on Ted Sherdeman’s ‘Monsieur le Capitaine’ over NBC. The 
part calls for a Hindu....Hal Styles, after getting jobs for thousands on 
‘Help Thy Neighbor,’ is now ‘repairing hearts’ on KFWB. It’s a takeoff 
on ‘Good Will Court.’ He also keeps ‘Neighbor’ going....Carroll Carroll, 
who writes all that wordage for Bing Crosby and others on Kraft, fit again 
after rest cure at Carmel. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Tom Walsh added to ‘Thunder Over Paradise,’ as were Willard Water- 
man, Judith Allen and Carlton Brickert....Catherine McCune recouping 
from flu siege....Eloise Kummer having her molars revamped following 
auto smack-up....Bill Green and Olan Soule doubling to Thoda Cocroft’s 
Coach House strawhat in Oconomowoc for production of ‘Summer Heat.” 
directed by Art Petersen....Dick Todd east to platter some vocals for 
| Bluebird....Frank Behrens now on the ‘Right to Happiness’ show.... 

Robert Zelems added to WIND spieler staff....Riley Jackson back as m.c. 

of WIND ‘Night Watch’ program after six-month leave of absence....Joa 

Mihal, former Purdue tackle, with WJJD announcing gang following ap- 
| prenticeship at University station WBAA. 


_ aE — — 
has named Donn Chown not (Chi- WAN | lk 
nese), of student staff, as its annual 5 
selection to join station’s profes- Radio 
sional staff in Detroit. 

Station, which airs a daily campus 
program from Ann Arbor daily, 
equipped a studio with about $20,- 
000 worth of material 14 years ago. 

















WJR’s Campus Recruit 


Detroit, July 2. 

WJR, which has maintained a 
studio at the University of Michigan 
|at Ann Arbor for the past 14 years, 
voice personality 
to conduct transcribed show 
a la Martin Block or Arthur 
Godfrey. Must have sales 


and program appeal. 


Robert B. Rains, former Detroit ' i 
radio firm rep, has joined WJR’s l pstate New York sta- 
,Sales-staft. Recently has been with ti M i ‘ 
. " 7 ma ion. Moderate starting pay 
Kelly-Smith Co. and later  vice- ; 


swell future for the 


right man. 


president of Headley-Reed Co. with 


New York.—Hildegarde Goranson Address Box 640, Variety, 
has joined Compton agency as re- = : 
search ibrarian, replacing Mrs. 154 West 46th Street, New 
Grace Sumner York City. 
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‘Deep Sea Effect 
Breathing Fins) 
In CBS Studio 


| The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem made its first publie broadcast, 
gans ceremony, on Monday evening 
4) from its new studio annex on 
East 52d street, New York. In a 
poker-faced building of 


gaunt, HS pes 
ade rising six stories 


windowless fac | 
in the shell of the whilom Juil- 
liard Music School house there will 
| ultimately be seven new CBS studios 


‘and a floor of offices all embody- 
jing various innovations in acoustical 
design. The first of these studios 
was baptized by the Ted Cott-Leon- 
ard Leibling novelty unit, ‘So You 
Think You Know Music?’ Ralph Ed- 
ward’s ‘Truth or Consequences show 
shifts over, too, from the Barbizon 
Plaza Hotel studios it had been us- 
ing. 

After the half hour broadcast, 
Cc. R. Jacobs, CBS’ construction 
manager, explained to the Manhat- 
‘tan daily and trade press radio edi- 
‘tors the acoustical signficance of 
the series, of wooden blades that 
‘occupy much of the wall space. 
These blades are backed by sound 
absorbing substances, so that by 
opening or closing them in relation 
to the production needs of the pro- 
gram (different for music and di- 
alog, etc.) and the number of per- 


isons in the studio the proper diffu- | 


sion of sound can be achieved. No 
two walls or surfaces of any of the 


new studios are parallel, a further | 


CBS effort to achieve ‘brilliant 
sound conditions.’ 

With the blades opening and clos- 

ing like so many gigantic pickled 
pine whale fins, the CBS studios are, 
to that extent, different from other 
radio studios in other places. No 
matter how new, it appears, radio 
’ studios have a habit of looking 
alike. There invariably is a bunch 
of guys behind a glass window mak- 
ing funny wig-wag signals to a 
bunch of guys outside. The chairs 
are invariably fragile affairs 
aluminum legs that look like 
would collapse, but never do. 
audience is invariably primed 
applaud madly at the slightest hint 
from the cheer leader. Finally, the 
show never fails to come out on the 
‘hose with 23 seconds to spare for 
the ovation. 


they 
The 


And afterwards the press depart- | 


with ! 


to | 


Smartly Handled 


In all, NBC and Columbia had 
the convention on the air for 11 
hours each, while Mutual’s pick- 
up amounted to a couple more 
hours. Radio’s coverage of the 
event got it a uniformly corking 
press. Broadcasting, ran the 
comment, had confined itself to 
relaying the real highlights and 
high points of the proceedings 
and-by exercising this good judg- 
ment and restraint the networks 
kept the thing from degenerating 
into the usual boredo 1. It had 
also protected itself from losing 
maximum audiences, not only for 
commercial programs, but the 
Republican pickups themselves. 

One break that the Democrats 
won't get at their Chicago con- 
vention, which opens July 29, is 
television. There is no coaxial 
cable for television running be- 
tween that city and New York. 
Bell Laboratories did not charge 
NBC for the use of the coaxial 
line between Philadelphia and 
New York. The telephone com- 
pany decided to write this off to 
experimental expenses on_ its 
own. 











WLW’s Willkie Scoop; 
Nominee Faithful To 
Promise Made Earlier 





Cincinnati, -July 2. 
WLW’'s special coverage of the Re- 


publican national convention in 





| Philly last week was rewarded with | 
It was the first sta- | 


ia major scoop. 
'tion to air Wendell Lewis Willkie in 
The G. O. P. standard 


an interview. 
bearer was miked Wednesday 


from 6:45 to 7 p. m., at a time when 


| zip. Networks and other station were 
hot after Willkie for interviews at 


the time, but he filled the WLW spot, | 


'which he pledged to Fred Thomas, 
script writer, and Peter Grant, ace 
news commentator of the Crosley 
50,000 watter, at the start of the con- 
vention. 

Cecil Carmichael, WLW publicity 
chief and contact man, escorted Will- 
kie from his headquarters in the 
Benjamin Franklin to the station's 
special studio in the same hotel for 
the broadcast. They used a freight 
elevator to avoid delay. 


ment (in this case Lou Ruppel) in- 
variably takes the so-called work- 
ing press across the street for drinks 
on the house, 
The chairs 
upholstery. 


have midnight blue 











When you think 


\EW ORLA 


you think of: 








50,000 WATTS 
The greatest selling POWER in the South's greatest city 


BS AFFILIATE... NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ... THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. | 


oe 


eR, Sree se 





(26) | 


< ° ° | 
his campaign took on a victorious | 


dignified New England blast, 


| service to the citizens 


| a Southern gentleman. 





|PHILADELPHIA pastecnry WGN Gesture to Indie WAAF 


| Joe Martin Was Very Radio-Minded | 








in Giving the Time 

—---~ 

| | Philadelphia, July 2. | Chicago Tribune Station Calls It ‘In Interest of Non« 
| Radio was kingpin at the Repub- | * 4s * ? 

jlican National Convention which | Monopolistic Broadcasting 

‘ended Friday (29). Campaign man- _ 

agers for the various candidates 


Wi 8 
| checked closely on the networks and | illkie Ss Gabbers 
local stations in order to know just | 


| exactly which programs their favo- | Presidential campaign man- 


Chicago, July 2. 
| Bete sons would follow, what their | agers of Wendell L. Willkie, Re- 
| 


Arrangements have been made by 
| WGN and Mutual to feed WAAF, 
the Drovers Journal station here, the 
full service on the Democratic con- 
, vention to be held in the Chicago 
Stadium beginning July 15. 





| Opposition would be, ete. publican nominee, are expected 
It was even reported that when to make much use of freelance 
newsmen asked Congressman Joe announcers for stumpy speeches 
| Martin, chairman of before clubs and other groups. 


the conclave, 
| what time a scheduled speaker would The idea had already proved it- 





do his stuff, Martin answered like a| Self in Willkie’s drive for the Special wire will take the conven- 
| dyed-in-the-wool mike expert, ‘At| omination. | tion activities direct to WAAF which 
| 11:29:30.’ Pate backers paid such ane | made a frantic request for this ser- 
| Not only did the three major net- ers $25 a talk, with the for- | vice to WGN. Chicago Tribune sta- 


mer preparing the scripts and | * 
arranging for the groups to be | tion stepped in with its assistance 
addressed. | following the inability of WAAF to 


| works cover the activities both in and | 
outside Convention hall like a tent, | 
| but virtually every local independent | 








station had its own program. In ad- | - | obtain facilities in the convention 
dition it was the first politfcal parley Ss f T lk B f | hall 
; ever to be televised. In a hall ad- ummary 0 a crore 


WGN states that it is making this 
gesture of aid to WAAF, indie and 
non-network station, ‘in direct in- 
terest of non-monopolistic broad- 
casting.’ 

WGN and Mutual have arranged 
for mammoth coverage of the con- 
vention, with Chicago Tribune forces 
working in close collaboration with 
the regular WGN men. 


| joining Convention hall, RCA-NBC | 
set up 60 television sets to take care | 


. [ts Completion by Speaker 
of persons unable to see the proceed- ° 
io in the flesh. The Pennsylvania’ Distasteful to Democrats 


railroad opened a lounge for press | 
and radio men with a television set. 
making it more popular than the 
regular press section. Here drinks 
were served and the room air condi- 
tioned. The Convention hall itself 
was like a Turkish bath. 

WCAU stole a march on its com- 
petitors by spotting loud speakers 
outside of central-city hotels to broad- 





The Democratic convention in Chi- 
cago may take defensive steps to pre- 
vent repetition of one practice that 
occurred in Philadelphia last week 
at the GOP convention. While the 
Blue, CBS and Mutual were broad- 
| casting the actual speech of the reso- 
lutions committee chairman the NBC 
cast the speeches Sind balloting at | aavtaiae ie rey Oa sap see 
the convention. The networks had | as a matter of ethics due to the rou- 
made an agreement not to use loud-/| tine release caption ‘at time of de- 
| speakers in order to avoid the noisy | 
‘Battle of Broad and Walnut’ of the 
Democratic parley of 1936, when 
NBC and CBS put amplifiers on op- 
| posite corners. 
| WPEN showed what a small indie 
station could do in opposition to the 
networks. The Bulova-owned outlet 
had its own booth on the convention 
floor and put in wires to the head- 
quarters of every major candidate. | 
Spiels were handled by Norman Jay, 





livery, but the Democrats may mark 
| all mimeograph: 

‘For release en toto at time of de- 
| livery or, in part, ONLY upon come 
| pletion of delivery.’ 





= 





We show ‘em the works 











Lillian Slater, Arthur Simon, g.m. of -- a” 

the station, and Sybil Warner (Mrs. | a = 

Simon). Most of the key figures of -<s* 2s 
osaP 


the convention were nailed for inter- | 


. - PT) had 
views over the station. WIP also -s8" 
followed such a routine. -<5e5 





STEVE WILLIS’ ESSAY 
ON ‘RIGHT TO BE TINY’. 


Providence, July 1. 
Maj. Edney Ridge, 
Station WBIG, 
Greensboro, N. C. 
Dear Major: 
Your letter addressed to F.D. and 
just published in Variety calls for a 








F.D, sends out revised maps of 
Rhode Island annually. He wants 
the eastern counties of Massachusetts | es 
tacked on to little Rhody. And wel Almost 2000 visitors a month at KMOX 
have no quarrel with him or his idea : : 
But when you try to inveigle one | hecome new, closer friends of KMOX advertisers 


of our creative citizens to go to bat 


for you before the FCC simply be- | 
cause you want more power, and| aes 
you say slanderously (I quote) in i bow to see and places to £0, when visiting 
order that it can give satisfactory ° ° ee 

St. Louis, include far-famed Municipal 


of your State | 
(I unquote) you have overstepped |} 
the bounds. You have not acted, 
in what we consider the manner 


Opera, Forest Park and Zoo, Shaw’s Gardens— 
and the KMOX studios. 
Uniformed guides welcome KMOx visitors. No 


ir, | 


of 


For WPRO covers the entire State 


| —lock, stock, barrel and Newport. oo + ’ . “11: 
| More than that, with the addition charge IS ever made for a thrilling half-hour 
“mMiithaanctor Taccanhiycatte +¢ ° . . > > . 9 7 r 
of southeastern Massachusetts to | “Adventure in Radio-Land” and, when our 
Rhode Island as suggested by F.D., 
| we would STILL cover the entire guests depa rt, we know they take along a resolve 
State. And, sir, we most certainly | . ° . 
ite satiinibiony anvien’ aan to listen more to the many good things on the air. 
In the nabetical list of | p 9500 visitors came to KMOX since January 
cities in the current Almanac, the < 
“G’s” consist of Galve and Gran alone...drawn chiefly from a 100-mile radius of 
Rapids and, alas! there 1s Oo . * ‘ , 
Greensboro. the station...men, women and children of the 
f you have the right to a small . . = A : 
: a, pride radio audience—and 1950 retailers and sales- 
be a small State? men as special guests of the KMOX Merchandis- 
Stephen P. Willis ‘ ‘is — 
Gen’) Mer., WPRO. Ing Department. A visit to KMOX makes them 


more conscious than ever of the power of this 


. 9 ¢ i . : . : , E : 
Fishell’s ‘Golf Clinic mighty voice of the rich Missouri valley. It’s 
elieved to t he first program a ‘ 

ogres ° ‘Golf Clinic, aunts another KMOx “plus.” 

15-minute tanza of confab abo 

by and with the divot-diggers, de- 

buts tomorrow weet Thur ay) 50,000 WATTS + THE VOICE OF ST. LOUIS 
bh 0 CiOCK ver riN, VC v0 

Dick Fishell will handle it é 
Saar va A sake panty oe af Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting Sys 


tem. Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, 


S@SSIONS. 


fol- | 


Although golf has a plaver ‘ 7 . ‘ :. 
Al ee ee ee Detroit, Charlotte, N.C., San Francisco, Los Angeles 
lowing, the only known programs ? , , 
on the sport have been descriptions 
{of tournaments and reports. on 


i gscores. 
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i ' , in Hartford DENVER CHIRPY AS 
Business Portrait of New York City | !s tte Same im Harttord 
us . SUMMER LOOKS BIG ( 
a Hartford, July 2. | 
oe | National spot and local business | ——- MINUS | 
: . ° | shows signs of going into a sum- 
Market Shows Declines in All Categories of Local | 0) oe network cancella-| oo... Bearer, July 8. J /0 | serum 
Stati Revenue tions carried the total units down| With local business well above the a gor ti 
ation Nevenu 50. | past five-month average, Denver sta- 
° June 29 Compared to June 22 | tion managers look optimistically to- a 
. +) ete z a strato 
Network drop in New York city NATIONAL SPOT BOOMS (WDRC, WTHT, WTIC) _ward a good summer. Reported new were 
was small compared with other -__—— | Network Local National Total | biz follows:— . write! 
cities. WOR lost only an hour of Detroit Little Affected by G, O. P. Units Units Spot Units Units' KoA: Industrial Federal Savings Chicag for tl 
Mutual commercials, while WMCA Cancellations 6,592 1,939 1,784 10,315 /& Loan Association, through McCann Chi — os ren ett July 2. junch 
added a half-hour on a _ regional ——— 7,176 1,921 1,798 56,088 Erickson? ‘Musical Clock, strip, 52 » ‘" “% = 10 usiness goes along i yertis 
hookup. Local and natienal spot up Detroit, July 2. | —8% —+0.9% —0.8% —5.3% | weeks: Martin Bros., through Ray- ees ly es —_ = change} iwere 
slightly. , Covering Republican confab pushed | |mond Keane, 24 quarter-hours, ‘For eg ca certetese ad it not} Star; 
WHN is now stressing its 1010 fre- many commercials off Detroit sta- , | Women Only’; Amter’s, through Ray-|;. 05 st A ne WOE cancella-| Jour 
quency on red and blue car cards in tions, but the national spot boom Increase of Nat | Spot ‘mond Keane, 102 announcements; a o carry the convention pro-§ gn 4 
Fifth avenue busses and New Haven continues, this or = all pre- ° ° | Dupler’s Art Furriers, through Ted «WBBM: Snider Packing (Co drow 
trains. vious figures in this index. N d Sa A ° dail nnouncements, 52 . ro 
WMCA: Sharon Springs Board of June 29 compared to June 22 ote in nl ntonio; md raed geo (tires), a. nimple uel Hoyt, three hande 
Trade, quarter-hours. American To- (CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, WWJ, Market Totals H Hd Up trroush Bob Betts, six one-min. spots| “"Won: Benrus Watch gg 8 A $250 | 
bacco Co., through Laos & ig ore WXYZ) arket 10ais no p weekly; Hollywood Bread, through) 3 fp ‘Tarcher, three chain beoah eel 
rike discs. ‘ , par- nits nits pot Units s ; ’ i-C: ‘ ° S. 
ticipation in ‘Rise and Whine’. Pall 7.905 11,141 4.885 23,931 San Antonio, July 2. Pn orl aggg: otrgag hem ty oma Room, through Hamilton agency, j write 
Mall cigarettes, through Young & 8145 11.072 4.761 23.978| Stations here recouped the nation- | iteteeaaie Sibin Goldberg, 13 Tt three announcements weekly. York 
Rubicam, renewal of 46 one-min. _99% 406%  4+2.6% —0.2% | al spot losses of the past two weeks | se Cc bell-Selle Baking Co WMAQ: Peter Paul, Inc., through¥ Mo.) 
spots a week. Ex-Lax, through Jo- with a 10% gain. Local biz remains | CMS; “ampbeli-se B *| Platt-Forbes, three quarter-hour! becat 
me tat I is | pong |through Wooley & Hunter, 104 an-| newscasts weekly, 52 weeks. inspe 
WHI: gr tows "Seana Brewery, “KONO: Academy of Musical Arts, | tae gi — — through June 29 Compared to June 22 Penn 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, quarter- Los eles three quarter-hours: weekly. Owen | re ool rc yoy Sates ate, ‘(WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, stead 
hours. Pall Mall Cigarettes, through Kilday, political talk. sah yoda eA xs dis me h imate | WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) face 
Young & Rubicam, announcements. KABC: Texas Co., through Bu- | “9? 0ne-min. discs, Josep Oe ia she 
= : “ (jewelers), 104 announcements; Colo- | Network Local National Total ' 
Thomas System, through Frank R. ° chanan, 13-week renewal of strip of | ° a. eek i eee C 13; Units Units Spot Units Unit of th: 
Steel, one-min. spots, 52 weeks. n i est quarter-hour newscasts via Texas | "ado Tent . a we a 9.005 5 169 10.148 24 393 plaqu 
Rezent Cigarettes, 130 announce- | State Network. Taylor Tabernacle, | nouncements; Haskins Bros. (soap), 9 355 5100 10.130 ey triply 
pre weekly. two announcements daily. Barte through Presba, Fellers & Presba, 52 | _374 04% r 0.08% ary Kauc 
WNEW: Cushman’s Sons Bakeries, | . Bedding Co., announcements and_ five-min. spots, twice weekly. gla st alee aed “1 to m 
through Samuel C. Croot, five five- | in 0S two play-by-play double-header | June 29 compared to June 22 , route 
min. spots weekly, ‘Music Hall’. A. ° @ baseball broadcasts. Carta Blanca; (KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) San F R 
Schulte, Inc., through Charles Storm Beer, daily announcements. Owen : ' Nati ' Total n Francisco eports Se 
Co., five quarter-hours and 52 an- in See Kilday and Pierce Brooks, political | Ne#twork Loca — ral : Time 
ascdlbt ear hainhy | talks. | Units Units Spot Units Units | nits D | tized 
WQXR:: Campbell Soup, through | _ Los Angeles, July 2. WOAI: Peter Paul, Inc, through| 7.003 4,383 1,334 12,720 | airlin 
Ward Wheelock, 18 announcements! Local biz continues forte, reaching | Platt-Forbes, daily announcement. | 7,173 4,401 1,487 13,061 San Francisco, July 2 hopp 
weekly, 10 weeks. _the second highest mark in the past| Lydia Pinkham, through Erwin | —25% 04% -—102% 36%! 1+ 00) and national spot business | moni 
June 29 Compared to June 22 five months. Network and en Wasey, daily one-min. ET, 39 weeks. in San Francisco continues the } Char! 
(WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR, = okay, — ynengnenscons amount of | Milan Cafeteria, ,through McCabe | ° e Radi B 0 steady climb upwards. It's the | Buffa 
WQXR) time cancelled for carrying conven- agency, participation in newscasts. | Cincy Quiet 0D. VU. | eighth gain in nine weeks for each | in ¢ 
Network Local National Total tion. First Federal Savings & Loan, | | category, India 
Units Units Spot Units Units} KNX reports Dr. Pepper Bottling, | through Coulter, Mueller & Grin- | oeeapaiiel ' June 29 Compared to June 22 mer 
675 9,394 15,770 25,839 | through Tracy-Locke-DaWwson, 15| stead, two five-min. discs weekly. Cincinnati, July 2. (KFRC, KGO, KJBS. KPO, KSFO) | to J 
705 9,418 16,057 26,180 time signals weekly indef. Also | Ernest Thompson, political talks over | Quiet is the word for Cincinnati. Network Local National Total | treas 
—42% 02% —1.7% _.13%, | Lindsay Olives, through Lord &/| the Texas Quality Net. | WKRC: Albers Super Markets,! nits Units Spot Units Units | into 
ee | Thomas, 78 participations in Fletcher June 29 Compared to June 22 through Frederic Ziv, added 10 min- Bin 5 3.976 2,092 14,273 | Haw: 
| Wiley combination, and United Bak- (KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, | utes to announce winners of weekly 8 280 3915 1869 13.364 | takec 
10% D C t 'eries, through Leon Livingston, for WOAI) half-hour tune quiz program. Stand- | __9 go, LD} 07, L120 Lg7% | @ tre 
/o rop ommemora es | 10 time signals weekly; Forest Lawn ow , attend Total ard Oil of Ohio, through McCann Se tees NPR thestanl ae Use 
; Memorial Park, through Dan B.|° he aeaaie Pryce phar Erickson, added a 10-min. Sunday | , > on ‘ strin, 
Salt Lake 4 Summer Miner, 13 five-min. programs. . "ca >. | newscast to the weekday schedule. Des Moines Sh ht Wilt ) He 
| KHJ: Central Chevrolet, through 4,994 7,391 2,341 14,726 g ; 
Stodel “Adv 30 announcements; Glo 5,008 1,466 2,126 14,599 eet Se es oe = 
N AGV., ¢ - S; Glo- | E Oo os ; nt al . . . | cekiempied , 
Salt Lake City, July 2. (Co, through Brisacher-Davis, 13 an- | 68% 09% +10.1% “AT (WCPO, WERC, WLW, WSEAS) | Des Moines, July 2. be a 
Summer hit Salt Lake City and | nouncements. | na Network Local National Total Airing the Republican convention Horr 
local advertisers are dropping their) KFI: Bullocks, through Dana_| | Units Units Spot Units Units | cost the three Des Moines stations | gajec 
schedules. National spot stuff stay-| Jones, 90 announcements; Barkes | LOCAL UP IN BALTO, 4,470 8,425 5,502 18,397 Plenty of coin, witness the loss ion, 
ing on an even keel, helped some-| Bros., through Marion Kyle, 52 one- | 4,650 8,407 5,706 17,763 | chalked up in network and national | caste 
what the past week by Willkie an-/ min. spots; Blecho Co., through Dan | SPOT WEB TALLY OFF —3.1%  +02% —3.5% —1.9% spot columns. Local units regained | part 
nouncements. |B. Miner, 13 participations in ‘Art | ’ | some of the previous week's heavy } gnq° 
KUTA: Prudential Federal Sav-| Baker’s Notebook.’ ° drop. la 
ings, through Harris agency, 26 an- KECA: People’s Committee for Baltimore, July 2. WGAR Host to Editors June 29 compared to June 22 may 
nouncements. Western Furniture | Willkie, 13 half-min. transcriptions;| Continued calm hereabouts with Cleveland, July 2 (KRNT, KSO, WHO) 
Co., 52 announcements. Wolley’s| Ex-Lax, through Joseph Katz, 150; local count only classification show- | To help solidify rel Heng ine he . Va 
Roller Rink, 26 announcements. Utah | one-min. discs; Bekins Storage, | ing an iraprovement. pe ee wy dio WG AR Network Local National Total | Robe 
Oil Co., through Gillham agency, 52/ through Brooks Adv., 260 participa-| WFBR: Doan’s Pills, through | ,, 1 beach ge rel Ses as ag uA) Units Units Spot Units Units ] she 
one-min. spots. Capitol Cleaners, 52 tions in ‘Mid Morning Jamboree’:| Street & Finney, three announce- o- pet 7 saat sa ee A a 7,100 2,765 4,727 14,502 oe 
announcements. Bimini Baths, through Philip Meany | ments weekly. | 20 editors o country weeklies from| 7,470 2,697 4,902 15,069 Map 
, - Bimini s, ug any, | = oo ial a N rthern Ohio to air a round-table 49% 25% —3.5% —3% hous 
June 29 Compared to June 22 26 announcements; Thrifty Drugs,| _WCBM: Bonwit-Lennon, local spe-  qiseussion on radio and press. Good- ag 
eta tKDYEs RSL, KUTA) | through Mion Weinberg, 240 aust |i oes atpered To hone aan | wil gesture tes in with current Sat. |-——$—$—= —1 1 
etwor socal National TONE | ste Shciceth Gilneas Aen Ge ancade | . : ines ;urday noon show, ‘News of Our lan: 
Units Units Spot Units Units tling. through Glasser Adv., 52 spots. | (WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) Neighbors,’ which consists of items y 71 ; 
P y 6 oti Sint os Wustic jol Mar; 
5.767 2.067 1,347 9.181 (KE une x ; ach @ SURO 46 c Network Local National Total sent to Ralph Worden, WGAR news the 
6571 2331 1336 10,238 A, KE, ~ WB, KHJ, KMPC,) Units Units Spot Units Units editor, by country weekly editors. , . mn her 
~~ 12%, it’. 1 0.8% —10.3% NX) 7,555 5 247 2.166 14.968 Program ordinarily runs 15 minutes, ELLERY QUEEN 
Network Local National Total| 7,645 5,190 2,286 15,121 | but will be extended to half hour on A) 
a —— | Units Units Spot Units Units |—1.2% +19 3.2% 1% | July 12 Composed and Conducted ener 
11,008 11,727 7 SS) 24.466 | ——— = . Program of entertainment includ- “sie 
11.172 11.514 1.784 24 470 | , ‘ ne hs Indian ball game is on by And: 
wed a j of ‘ana or a Dor ° ; tn locket tk i 5 
a Te a | hi Cee bul 
ow e.g } : of t! 
WELI’s Farm Drama Barn | Seattle, July 2. | Jerry Connelly, Cochrane, Alberta, LYN MURRAY flyin 
Wane Mewes Inte % | Seattle stations carried heavy G gel tapi of of radio station ‘ oy 
WELI - nr yh wy Prien 4 “- _| O. P. convention schedules and suf- eal Calgary, is in hospital with a Mgt. COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc A 
eAigieay on rating on straw hats fered in the pocketbook with a drop roken leg. He was thrown by a ™ , aa: se 
this summer. Clinton Playhouse in|! -; he re “| horse. of t 
é in network units. National spot and 
tie-up with Shartenberg’s  store,| jocal stuff okay a te er 7 ————— — hon 
vonengaretd a homey June 29 Compared to June 22 hy 
guest stars co g down fi -om- per ry ay 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES | bined p. a. and mike shot every; y = eo mae. KXKA) Seas 
, ; ‘ Network Local National Total ¢ 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. Tuesday. Stony Creek and Monto- | ee “sar i aR a Do 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
wese Players also listed regularly. | 3.365 10.275 1.174 14.814 is pl dt coul 
ON THE ‘ BC RED NETWORK Paul Wagner reviews rural drama 4610 10.231 1129 15.970 prease . © announce in r 
" twice a week on WELI. 7 ¢ 04° 49 nae the appointment of Tan 
is pass Wek , - ther 
eg ANTON LEADER lanc 
MINUS IS THE WORD Th 
Co (Formerly Prod _ 
DON’T MISS ar rly Production Manager of WMCA) per 
Kansas City Biz Chart Down in All It | 
PALMOLIVE'S Bocaecl tn . Le 
Classifications Program Director 6 
i oO i: ri O Kansas City, July 2. of Brit 
Normal summer trend to lighter ROGER WHITE RADIO PRODUCTIONS M 
7 ° e 
46 STARRING Iy business which began asserting itself | _. 
BESS JOHNSON several weeks ago is now in earnest | ship 
2 evidence with every station off, | — —— aaid 
By Adelaide Marston especially in local. Entry of Alpen! | my ge | ae 
‘ : Brau into Kansas City market sty- ; 
Dedicated to tt f : ; Lily market sty ; 
eich-ae zh a Wonen © ign mied larger drop in national spot. : ‘nee tate eae \: Ages Leo 
story of a woman who must Beer account is using several sta- J Cot: 
choose between love and the career tions. KCMO reports Cooper Razor | c hi 
of raising other women’s children. Blades on 52-week renewal of news- | : his 
casts. Ter 
June 29 compared to June 22 ‘ . Par 
WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.D.S.T. (KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast WHB, WDAF) WATTS the 
‘Network Local National Total | DAY and NIGHT whe 
Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Ine. Units Units Spot Units Inits | a “3 
B Units ' 
Management ED WOLF. RKO BUILDING, New York | 6390 6476 7,144 20,010! YOUR BEST NATIONAL SPOT BUY > 
6,405 6,915 7,179 20,517 | 
102% 63% 07%  —24%| ANEW APPROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKET bee 
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she 
wena race across country. 
fo Skywriters 
j assengers on the Boeing 
se siner, TWA's new high-flyer, 
were 10 mag and paper aviation 
writers who flew in Friday morning 
for the third annual TWA-awards 
Juncheon. Feted and fed at the Ad- 
ee Justin Bowersock, Kansas City 
Star; Gaston Marque, Wall Street 
Journal, and Wayne Parrish, Ameri- 
riation. 
| a 4. Beck, president of 
Crowell-Collier’s, toastmastered and 
handed the plaques and checks (from 
$250 down to $25). Best acceptance 
ch was Dorothy Kaucher’s. She 


js a lecturer at San Jose State Teach- 
ers College, Calif. 
She recalled being in New 


iter. 
York (from hometown, St. Joe's, 
Mo.) 12 years ago. Rubbernecking 


because she could not find a job, she 
inspected the Ford tri-motor job in 
Penn station. It thrilled her and 
steadied her nerve when she had to 
face I-told-you-so’s at home when 
she got back, broke. Memory 


of that occasion made her winning a | 


plaque and cash award from TWA 
triply joyous, said gray-haired Miss 
Kaucher who added she was going 
to make a brief stop at St. Joe’s en 
route to San Jose! 

RKOutfit 


lized the early afternoon American 


airliner for Buffalo last week. They | 


hopped upstate to attend a testi- 
monial dinner at the Statler for 
Charlie Boasberg, promoted 
Buffalo manager to district manager 
in charge of Detroit, Cleveland, 
Indianapolis and Cincinnati, and El- 
mer Lux, promoted from salesman 
to Mr. B's ex-job. John Wood, 
treasurer of the M. of T., was goaded 
into buying a drink in the 
Hawk Room at the airport before the 
takeoff; the others pointed out that 


a treasurer in the rtvy was small 
use if he didn’t loosen the purse- 
strings « trifle. 


Heading the octet was Ned E. De- 
pinet vice-;:esident, and _ others 
were A. W. Smith, sales manager 
who was toastmaster the dinner; 
Harry Michalson, short subjects 
sales manager: R. S. Wolff, New York 
branch manager; Robert Mochrie, 
eastern sales manager; A. A. Schu- 
bart, manager of branch operations. 
and M. G. Poller, manager of ithe 
play date department. 

Rest 


+ 
Ab 


Vacationing in Bermuda are the 
Robert Rosses, he the actor-director, 
she Margola Gillmore. They clip- 
pered out the day after’ Ross's 
Maplewood, N. J.. summer play- 
house opened with Sinclair Lewis 
in ‘Ah, Wilderness.’ During their 
10-day stay on the island they 
planned to visit John Lewis, one of 
Margalo’s ex-fellow workers from 
the cast of ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
her last show 

Error 

Allan Updegraff, Newsweek iff 
Man and author-translator of a new 
Doubleday book on the life of 
Andre Maginot, French defense line 


builder, brought back the pri 
of the week when he c: 


ze story 


me in Oona 
flying boat from Lisbon His wif 
Dora Miller. stylist. stole the show 


at the time with her r clothes 


and holes in her shoes, but Al’s yarn 


ao.tagd 
~~ belie 


of the last day in Lisbon was a 
honey, 

We were out on the edge of the 
bay when we saw a British Over- 


Seas plane come in and land.’ he said 
‘Down on the edge of the float 
Could see a tall, thin man 
in regal] uniform. A single 
Tan through the mi} 


we 
dressed 


thought 


ids of evervone 
there: Good God! the King f E 
land! The Empire is crumbling! 
The King is here to take the Clip 
Per to America wy th the rest of us! 
It turned out It wa the Duke of 
Kent, just ming ‘ 
B ae ‘ CVUlllLiigg GOWTi iO Open 
Tiish exhibit in Lisbon Ol 


Britain was Carryin’ on.’ 

Mrs, Mary Lansing Arno, ex-wife 
of Peter, came home on the same 
ship after a year in London. She 
Said the British would ‘die fighting 
and fight dying.’ 

Grover Whalen was out to meet 
— Coinarano, chairman of the 

Oty Perfume Co.. who came over 
9 Company business and brought 
age and two children who will 
Paric n here when he returns to 
F nm a month, he said. The 
renchman is also editor Le Fi- 
et sheet. Said he hoped 
whe . be a newspaper for him 

n he got back to the boulevards. 
Primed Absent 

thorough to give Pare Lorentz a 

£0ing-over, reporters stood 

8uard at the gangplank as Thursday’s 


ol 


n it took off before dawn |! 


Club, the top prize-winners | 


| TWA. 
| was that the lines had radio spots 
| linking airline with clockmaker and 


'and others are 
|ing a new series the other day, he 

Seven RKO men and a March of 
Time moneybags virtually monopo-_ 


from | 


Kitty | 





Mercury landed from the Coast. The 
man who made ‘The River, and 
brought it to every door, was re- 
ported to have some big plans for a 


inew film at the Goldwyn studio. 
| Lorentz had alighted at Washing- 


ton, however, and the 4th-estaters 
are still in the dark. 
Timely 
It’s high time for a line of the 
times. When the city was ready to 
open LaGuardia Field along came 
Arde Bulova and before long his 
clocks adorned all the walls, behind 
ticket counters of all the airlines, in 
the restaurants, down in the bag- 
gage rooms and out in the hangars. 
One master clock was going to see to 
it that about 100 clocks were ac- 


| curate within a second or two per 
and a freelance | 


month. A hitch developed. Now 
there are Longines at the United Air 
Lines counter and Benrus is with 
Major reason for the switch 


naturally didn’t want to look fool- 
ish by having the wrong clocks on 


| the walls. 


Fotog 

William T. Hoff, official fotog at 
the airport and ex-N. Y. Daily News 
man, bursting out in a rash of 
color. His second kodachrome lay- 
out in the Satevepost is due soon 
in the satchel. 


is 


approached a girl, asked if she would 
pose for a moment. (He had looked 
all over for the likeliest prospect.) 
She chuckled and said she wouid, 
and did. It was Cecilia Meagher, a 
Harry Conover studio model. 
Mex 

Shooting from any angle, camera- 

men got slick pix on Olga Betan- 


| court when she arrived last Monday 


from Mexico City via Eastern Air 
Lines. Olga, an olive-skinned beauty, 
was chosen by La Prenza to repre- 
sent Mexico in the Pan-American 
Court of Beauty at the Elgin show at 
the Fair during the coming month. 
Fotogs said the was fotogeni- 
cally super. 


lass 


Grin 

A broad grin under his mop of red 
hair was Don Budge’s only reaction 
to Martha Raye’s quip as he boarded 
for Boston at an American A’s gate 
The guy the girl called ‘my racket’ 
said he was going up on business for 
the sporting goods firm he works for, 
and not to play any tennis Off to 
Buffalo went Tommy Tucker on 
Monday, and off to Providence went 
Kathleen Kennedy, daughter of the 
Ambassador, gaily denying rumors 
of an imminent engagement.. .Luise 
Rainer slid silently into town in her 
chauffeured limousine after landing 
from a TWA Sky Chief. 

Moves 

Robbie Robinson, 14-year 
of the air transportation 
moves up to head the publicity-pub- 


vetel 


industry, 


an 


lic relations office in New York for 
TWA. Robbie is about as well 
known an airline man as Broadway 
affords, having handled the reserva- 


tions for show biz folk for some time 
past He'll fil! the post left by Leo 
Barron who is moving up to be as- 


ant to Theon Wright. 
public relations director of the line 


national 


in Kansas City. The press room at 
L. G. Field is happy to learn the 
shifts will not puil away Bart 


Pevear, contact mag at the airport. 


Party 

‘Defend Your Country,’ ballad 
written by Leo (brother of Gus) Ed- 
wards and John W. Bratton, had its 
world premiere Saturday night at 
the TWA-Red Cross party in the 
Aviation Terrace Restaurant at the 
airport Irving Fisher sang it and 
the 300 guests roared their approval 
The song, a heart-stirrer. w in- 
spired by a poster drawn by M 
Thomas B. Wood! n, § ( { 
Gi ver! r” Tsland J mmii¢ Cc 
III, piano monologist; the Hert 
Bro Ethylene Holt and emcee 
George By yn rounded it the ( 
talent donated for the c! | 


Mexican Consular Agents 
To Hear Samples of Radio 


San Antonio. July 2. 


Bea Morin, whose Novachord pro- 
grams are broadcast daily over 
KTSA here. has had several of her 


quarter-hour programs recorded by 


the Mexican consulate in this city 
The Mexican consulate owns its 
own recording equipment and the 


recordings have been made for the 
purpose of playing before an assem- 
bly of Mexican consular 
meeting in New Orleans during the 
latter part of this month. 

The transcriptions will be played 
regular part of the ente: 


ment of the assembly. 


agents 


as a callie 


Do-~ 


WOR Moves: F-M Site RC A 


WOR, New York, wil! move its 
F-M transmitter within the next few 
days to 444 Madison avenue, New 
York. Actual cost of the work hasn't 
been estimated, but preliminary tests 
will be made to determine whether 
a vertical or horizontal antenna is to 
be selected. 

F-M transmitter is now at the same 
spot the regular transmitter, on 
the marsh land near the mouth of 
the Rahway river, at Carteret, N. J. 
One of the chief purposes of the 
shift will be to send the F-M signal 
from the highest possible site, as it 
operates on a fundamentdily differ- 


as 


ent principle from regular radio 
trensmission. 
Only three engineers will be in- 


volved in the shift. 
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chased, but they are high priced and 
the desire has so far been expressed 
by not more than fifteen percent of 
radio set purchasers, and the prac- 
tice of these users has been to im- 
mediately destroy the actual high 
fidelity of the set by setting the 
“tone cortrol” so that they receive 
an excess of bass and low frequencies 
rather than enjoy the high fidelity of 
which these sets might be capable. 
‘It therefore becomes apparent that 
the public is not suffering through 


any lack of high fidelity through the | pene 


' the 


present system of broadcasting. 
Now comes the question, who’s to 
benefit? It is not the public, it is 


not the broadcaster, then it leaves | 
in- | 


only the manufacturers, which 
deed is a dark horse of a different 
color. 
who have, so far, been the chief 
spokesmen for the promoters of fre- 
quency system of transmission testi- 
fy that in order to give anything like 


the same service being given through | 


the present system of broadcasting, 


many more stations would be re- 
quired, because of the _ distance 
1; a 


limitations of transmitters usi! 
quency modulation. Sale of these 
transmitters would of course make 
a juicy little diet for the manufac- 


ig fre- 


turers. The public can hear fre- 
quency modulation broadcasts only 
by purchasing receiving sets de- 


signed to receive this type of trans- 
receiving both types of broadcasting. 
The present day receiver will not 
give satisfactory operation even with 
adapters for frequency modulation 
transmission. So, if it --n be made 
to that today’s broadcasting 
method is obsolete and is going to be 
replaced by this new system, it will 


one which is capable of 


appear 


mean a complete replacement of 
present dav receiving sets. The 
total runs into a tremendous figure. 
Examination of the broadcaster's 
plight reveals that some 800 now 
are in existence, the great ma- 
jority of whom have worked long 
and hard over a period of years 
to devclop a franchise which they 
thought tified them in creating 
an American institution which was 
ymet} besides just an advertis- 
ing medium, and we have as a re 
sult, the American system of broad- 


casting which has far and beyond the 


hichest standards of any other coun- 


t of the world. What happens to 
these broadcasters as a resuit of the 
uance of mmercial franchises 
for t operation of frequency 
modulated broadcasting station? So 
far information is available to 
date, it would appear that the prior- 
itv and development work of these 
broadcasters would go for naught 
At the time when they must step 
into Federal Communications Com- 
mission hearings and make their plea 
f ew stations, they will find then 
€ I of, ite i 

nt { ef f ce 7 ft 
( t ianyv of t } | 
1 rt f themselve faced witl 

( t t'¢ t ] ( t i 

+} they } ¢ 

M ( } i€ e¢ of 

ti; 1oe}l n | ine 

ise of veir ‘AM’ facilitie the are 
guite apt to find a newcomer in their 
cal field er ng greater power 


greater coverage, greater 


financially 


powerful affiliations and all their 
pioneering and development work 
and expense will have gone for 


naught. 


Texas Campus Series 


San Antonio, July 2 

New series of programs being 
heard from Radio House o tne 
campus of the University of Texas 
in Austin over Texas Quality Net- 
work Series is titled ‘Texas Re- 
sources in a Changing World.’ 

Broadcasts deal with natural gas, 


foods, textiles and basic chemicals. 


| local, special, F-M origin. 
| words, not ‘duplicated’ (i.e. not heard 
;}on an amplitude frequency station, 


sanction it? 
ing to pay extra for the duplication 
To begin with, the engineers | 


Television Drops Directors, 


imits Rehearsal-Demanding Stuff 





F-M Answers 
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lished interests. Where, broadcasters 
are asking, will the networks stand 
on F-M? Broadcasters are asking, 
but the networks are not answering. 


Not after that drubbing the FCC 
gave them in the recent monopoly 


report. 
or 


The webs indubitably have, 
shortly will have, fairly clear 


‘notions of how F-M fits in, or doesn’t, 


with network 
known. 


operation § as 
But they’ll probably 


now 
emit 


inot a single peep one way or the 


other. 

Under the FCC rules for the Arm- 
strong-created type of transmission, 
the local F-M station must hereafter 
broadcast three hours by day and 
three hours by night, or six hours 


| in every 24. And one hird this re- 
quirement is specifically to be of 


In other 


and, hence, not of network origin). 
WTMJ, Milwaukee, and WTIC, Hart- 
ford, have been meeting this require- 
ment to date by the use of small 
chamber music ensembles. 

In the absence of anybody able or 
willing to speak authoritatively for 
the networks these 1940 questions 
simply for the record: Will 
webs allow their affiliates 
to divert to F-M auxiliaries the sus- 
taining service received throuch the 
telephone lines? Will the A.T. & T. 
Will advertisers be will- 


over F-M of programs originated in 


the ordinary way? Will ’1e musicians 


union allow the allotments of their 
amplitude station contracts to be 
partly absorbed on F-M auxiliaries? 

There are expected to be some 150 
new F-M licenses granted by the 
FCC in the first rush of applications. 
The construction and operation of 
these stations will thus presumably 
bring up these program service ques- 
tions for answering some time next 
winter, 


MISSOURI ADDED BY CBS 





TO ‘SCHOOL’ ENDORSEES | 


St. Louis, July 2. 
CBS’ ‘American School of the Air’ 
received official recognition last 
week from Lloyd W. King, Missouri 
State Superintendent of Schools, 
when he asked that a supplementary 


¢ 


RCA has cut down its television 
complement considerably, three di- 
rectors and six technicians being 
dropped. Several of the latter, 
classified as engineers, have been 
re-assigned to radio departments of 
NBC. Reasons for the revision are 
summer slowness, plus the indefinite 
postponement of commercial tele- 
casting on orders from the Federal 
Communications Commission, 


There will be no dramatic tele- 
casts until autumn. This week the 
broadcasts are limited to three va- 
riety shows and several’ sports 
events, such as amateur boxing. 





Racing telecasts, which were made 
from the Belmont and Aqueduct 
tracks, will probably also be made 
,at Empire, where the races switched 
this week. 

Four directors retained are Eddie 
Sobol, Warren Wade, Thomas Riley 
'and Burke Crotty. Those out are 
'Donald Davis, Edward Padula and 
Reggie Hammerstein. 





How DuMont Teievision 
(Paramount) Has Right 
To Buy Majestic Stock 


Plan whereby Allen B. DuMont 

Laboratories, Inc., in which Para- 
mount Pictures holds a substantial 
| interest, would be able to buy a big 
block of Majestic Radio & Television 
Corp. shares in the reorganized com- 
pany, was revealed last week. Ma- 
jestic announced that,.to obtain par- 
ticipation by the DuMont Labs, the 
former would grant DuMont an op- 
tion to buy 100,000 shares of Majestic 
at $1 each within four years from the 
-date of the order confirming the pro- 
posed Majestic reorg plan. 

Under the plan, old Majestic stock- 
holders would be allowed to sub- 
scribe to units before July 25, giving 
them bonds and ore share of new 
common. DuMont is reported inter- 
ested in the reorganized Majestic Co. 
because, according to Wall Street be- 
lief, it would give the former access 
to the large-scale facilities Majestic 

has turning out sets. 


nas ur 
. 1 
¢ o 
In Malling 


already for 
DuMont would use such 
' television sets on a wholesale scale, 
| thereby enabling the company to 
compete with other large television 
' set manufacturers. 


LaCrosse ‘Kiddie Club’ 


bulletin of the 1940-41 program be 
sent him in order that it_ may be | Ticks Off Its 13th Year 
publishe@®for the Missouri Course of | 
Study of the Elementary Grades | La Crosse, Wis., July 2. 
prior to the opening of the fall! To celebrate the 13th year for its 
semester. The new bulletin will be | ‘Kiddie Club’ program over WKBH, 
outlined by Raymond P. Kroggel,| Erickson’s bakery ethered a special 
state supervisor of speech and radio, urchin’s show and party last week 
in cooperation with Kenneth Gra-| Was aitended by about °,100 mop- 
ham, educational director at KMBC,! pets, who guzzled lunch, and dur- 
CBS outlet in Kansas City, and Har-'! ing the subsequent shenanigans 
riett Edwards, who holds a similar lemonade, ice cream and cake. Prizes 
post at KMOX. were given for athletic conte 

Some 11 states. including Mi uri. Ray Plamadore, announcer on the 
have now embraced the ‘American ‘Kiddie’ series, was m.c. 
School of the Air’ in 


as a definite aid 
“ams 


Nunn Gets KFDA Okay 


Amarillo, Tex., Julv 2 
Commis- 


ler Of control 


educational prog 


Federal 
sion granted the tran 
of the Amarillo Broadcast 
owner and operator of station 
here, from C. S. Gooch to J. L. 


ng Corp., 
KFDA 


Nunn. 


Station s housed in the Nunn 
Bidgs. in the city a operate on 
1500 ke A 1 100 te 

ne | itlet here Te is State 


WAVE Goes 5 Kw. 


L, 


Brown 
rth of 

the 
Station 


ions 


Ve ts transmitter Irom the 


hotel to a new 80-acre site 
Jeffersonville, Indiana, across 
Ohio river from Louisville. 
aiso received the commis: 
ahead to boost power from 1 kw. to 
5 kw. (Approval of the FCC of 
power increase carried with it a re- 


SO- 


quirement to shift the transmitter 
site from its present downtown loca- 
tion to one where there would be no 


business area interference and clash 
with airway beams. ) 

New power plant will 
within the next few weeks, 
and estimates are for a plant, 
cluding equipment, costing in the 
neighborhood of $75,000. Construc- 
tion will be completed by fall 
WAVE’s studios will remain atop the 
Brown hotel. 


1 


be started 


artea 
anda pians 


i 


,ernoon Follies 


WJW’s 51%, $41,562 


Akron, O., July 2. 


Transfer of controlling stock in 
radio station WJW here to William 
O'Neil, son of the president of the 
General Tire Co., has been approved 
by the FCC at Washington. The sale 
ot 53°, of the stock was for $41.562 
The transfer is being made to O'Neil 
from W. F. Jones, who had 221% 
share Ruth Rubin. who had 72% 
hare and E. S. Sheck, who had 
142 } € 

A, pe or pe onne es 

ait iceting of the ard wit ! 

next few day O’Neil reveal 


At. present Jack Thom: é 
f of WJIWw navy Ths pee ¢ = 


ed to the post ite M 
hen Edythe Fern Melrose re 
as manage! 


Cooling Off New Orleans 
New Orleans, July 2 
Air-conditioning for radio stations 


is now the vogue here. First to aire 

: ° , al 7 , 
condition was WSMB. WDSU fol- 
lowed (in certain departments). 


Now WNOE begins installation ef 
cooling units. 

In addition to the air-conditioning, 
virtually every station in the city Is 


up its studio 
WWL and 


mnsiderable 


WSMB, 
WNOE all have 


remodeling work. 


dressing 
WDSU, 
done ct 


Lorraine 


Morrow, Cincinnati 
torchsinger, is making her radio 
bow on WLW’s thrice-weekly fi- 


sitanZa. 
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allenstein Digs Up Melody-Crammed 
Mozart Opera, 149 Years in Cobweb 


AMERICAN TREASURE CHEST | 

With Larry Keating, Thomas Carr 
Howe, Edward C, Counter, Louis 
Ford Orch. 

| 30 Mins., Local 

| Sustaining 

: Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 

| KPO, San Francisco 


Tugging at the heart-strings and | 








+ 
| 
> , i « | BURNS AND ALLEN 
After 149 years minus a few) Wit Artie Shaw oreh, Smoothies (3) 
months, Mozart’s last opera, ‘La, John Hiestand 
a Di Tito’ had its American *” Mins. 
Clemenza Di Tito’ ha a 


premiere on two successive Satur- | 


days (22 and 29). It remained for 
radio to present the masterpiece for | 
the first time, with Alfred Wallen-| 
stein, WOR’s indefatigible maestro | 
showing the way. (The first per-' 
formance of the opera was in Prague, | 
Sept. 6, 1791, two months before | 
Mozart’s death, and with the excep- | 
tion of an occasional playing of the. 
overture and the singing of ani 
isolated aria, no music from the 
opera had ever been heard here be- 


fore.) ! 


While it is true the opera does not 
equal the masterpieces of ‘Don Gio- 
vanni’ or ‘Le Nozze di Figaro,’ it 
literally abounds in melody, and the 
genius of its construction would put 
almost any modern composer to 
shame. 


For the most part the opera is 
typically Mozartian. It is aria, duo, 
trio, recitative, etc. The subject 
while not filled with dramatic intent 
is no less interesting than scores of 
other works in the standard reper- 


toire. ; 

The performance on this occasion 
showed careful preparation and 
marked another milestone in the 


path of Wallenstein, whose con- 
ducting and presentation ranked 
with the best. Of the soloists Vivian 
della Chiesa was probably the best 
vocally. The soprano is the posses- 
sor of a brilliant throat, sympathetic 
in quality, and abounding in tem- 
perament. The only criticism that 
might be offered uf her work, was 
that frequently her _ recitatives 
sounded more Verdian than Mo- 
zartian, but her singing of the diffi- 
cult aria, ‘Parto Parto’ was almost in 
a class by itself. 

Genevieve Rowe, with not quite so 
much voice, but with apparently 
more training in the Mozart school, 
did a very fine job of the most diffi- 
cult aria in the opera, ‘Non piu di 
fiori,, and her coloratura work was 
first class. 


with much expression, and his prin- 
cipal aria, ‘Se all’impero amici Dei’ 
came off well. 
comfortable in the lower and mid- 
die registers, for above the staff he 
inclined to strain a bit and the 
voice wavers dangercusly. he dif- 
ficult cadenzas of the aria were well 
sung and in concerto the singers 
were all equally fine. The balance 
of the cast nad insignificant parts, 
which they all made the most of, the 
artists including Florence Vickland, 
Lodema Legg and John Gurney, 
basso of the Met. 

The sudden popularity of Mozart 
opera the past two years as indi- 
cated by the enormous throngs at 
the Metropolitan, and the decision of 


is 


Hardesty Johnson, in the | 
title role used his clear lyric voice | 


The tenor is most | 


Monday, 7:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(B. B. D. & O.) 


This show is a major venture for 
Hormel], bui on the basis of its debut 
edition Monday night (1) there’s 
little occasion for uneasiness. For if 
the program is a strain on the spon 
sor’s bankroll, it is unmistakably 
punchy entertainment—as potent as 
anything on the Monday slate and 
among the choice items of the eniire 
week’s layout. Series is plugging 
Spam, a meat product, and should 

rovide a hefty sales stimulus. For 
Serna and Allen it represents 


« 


a 


| sponsorship. 

| In pace, smoothness, ‘solid mate- 
‘rial and consistent finish, the opener 
‘had all kilocycle marks of a click. 
i Instead of the usual sharpening and 
.tightening, the production staff is 
i here faced with the problem of here- 
after maintaining the tempo set. 

| Burns is m.c. and, besides two 
sizable laugh spots, he and Miss Al- 
len are in and out of the script 
throughout. Artie Shaw, returning 
to the air for the first time since his 
‘retirement,’ has a large band, with 
a sizable and lush string section. In 
a double-talkish bit with announcer 
John ‘Bud’ Hiestand, he explained 
that he is attempting a ‘new kind of 
music,’ sort of a cross between class- 
ical and swing. Whatever it is, it’s 
plainly of high calibre. As a themer, 
Shaw is using a slightly revised ar- 
rangement of ‘Begin the Beguine,’ the 
tune often identified with his first 
popularity rise. The Smoothies (3) 
have a single number, which they 
handle ‘niftily. 

Shaw himself has some dialog and 
his guitarist, identified as ‘Senor 
Lee,’ is being built into a comedy 
| character. 
become a standard bit on the show 
is a guy they refer to as the sound 
man. He was the center of a funny 
running gag on the debut chapter. 
Commercials are as smartly handled 
as is the rest of the program. Fact 


| 





| 
| 
; 


_| western homes. 


| 
| 
| 


j 


a}ed to Thomas Carr How, curator of 
/quick switchover sans vacation from a local art museum, and Edward C. 
‘Hinds Honey and Almond cream | Counter, Jr., a collector, who do not 


| 
| 








Also apparently slated to | 


| 


that the sponsor is willing to have | 


|his product ribbed a bit provides 
neat entries for the selling palaver. 
Hobe. 


‘ON THE SPOT’ 

With Russ Morgan’s Orch, 

| Morgan 

| Music, Quiz 

| 30 Mins.—Local 

VANTI PA-PI-A 

| Monday, 8:30 p.m. 

| WOR, New York 

(Erwin-Wasey) 

Billed as a quiz show, this 

turns out to be a musical sttetch. 

Idea of the Vanti (beverage) spon- 

|sors is to buy up Monday night at 

|'Mcnhattan Beach, N. Y., charge an 

|admission of three bottle caps from 

| its Pa-Pi-A product, select contest- 
ants from the dance 

| whatever band is booked for dancing 
at the spot, on the air. Contestants 
are allowed to decide whether they’d 
like a ‘hard’ or ‘easy’ query put to 


Henry 


that august body to revive ‘The them. Payoff is $5 or $1, respective- 
Magic Flute’ next season indicates | ly, if correctly answered, or six bot- 
Wallenstein again has chosen his time | !eS of the sponsor’s soft drink if 
wisely. The program stirred much they Te Spee, 

7 ae oe taal cage . As set up, with one query between 
interest, and will be revived in the every one or two band numbers, it 
fall | becomes a musical show, the quality 





‘MUSICAL TREASURE CHEST’ 
With Horace Heidt Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
LEWIS-HOWE (TUMS) 
Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Tums now has two NBC sessions. 
Its socko ‘Pot o’ Gold’ has switched 
to the Blue network Thursdays and 


|of which will depend weekly on the 


band used. There were only five 
|queries sprung at contestants the 
|initial airing (1), neither of which 


| took up much time to put or answer. 
M.c. Henry Morgan (no relation to 
| Russ) did a fairly good job serving 
‘em up. 

| Idea turns out okay, though the 
quiz billing should be minimized if 
that’s all the attention it is to get. 
It’s a cheap enough setup. This show 


in the vacate IBC red Tuesday 

Tagg Set ie ee cost $15 for winning contestants and 

has been revived. It was previously | *& couple dozen bottles of Pa-Pi-A 

used on the air by Horace Heidt | Not much is being paid for the band, 

durins the period of waiting for the and the price of a Monday night at 

‘Pot o’ Gold’ format to be cleared by | Manhattan Beach probably isn’t 

the NBC lawyers, who feared lottery back-breaking. At that scale the 

ati “ |plentiful commercials on opening 

‘ airing weren’t costly and the money 
Last Tuesday (25) the ‘Treasure oie well inh ~~! Wood. 

Chest’ unfolded in drab style. The gi ee 

audience participation aspect—which 

is the whole show essentially, de- | FORREST WILLIS 

spite a few musical numbers—was | Curb Quiz 

obscure in method and phoney-/|15 Mins.—Local 


seeming in the extreme vagueness 
(as real people) and the nearly com- 
plete reticence of most of those sup- 
posedly brought to the mike from 
the studio public to be tried by mu- 
sically-described questions. Program 
Was sagging all the way on the eve- 
ning heard due to seeming inertia 
and Jack of spontaneity. 

Heidt got a lot out of this idea, 


originally developed during his long | 


stand at the Hotel Biltmore, N. Y., 
but most of the vitamins have been 
dissipated by the present studio 
method—or lack of method—of the 
broadcasts. It suggests that like a 
long-run legit show, this one needs 
a joit in the arm to overcome the 
boredom of too many performances. 
Land. 


SHAPIRO & HEPP’S JEWELERS 
| Daily, 3 p.m. 
| WABY, Albany 
Curb quiz moves rapidly, smoothly 

/in hands of Willis, who probably has 
handled more commercial programs 
ithan anyone hereabdouts during past 
110 vears. 
| pleasant mike personality and defi- 
nite sales ability. Flaws are minor. 

Willis goes so far as to address 


men and unmarried women by their | cago. 
first names; even sometimes calls | ficult arias with impressive breath, 


| women with small children ‘Mommy.’ 
| Does it without kickbacks, too. 
;uses a set question (theatre pas 


is less 


Jaco. 


|salvo; rest more or 


| promptu, 


| 


} 


the American family, ‘American 


| prying into the innermost circles 4 


Treasure Chest’ draws heirlooms out 
i 


of attics and basements and with | 
them surprising stories of romance | 
and tragedy. It’s ‘Hobby Lobby’ | 
without the freaks. 

Written by Leonard Cox, who 
tried unsuccessfully for months to | 
get a hearing until Al Nelson ar- 
rived at NBC here and okayed the 
idea, the show is based entirely on 
the fragments of history hidden in 
Single mail, for 
example, drew strip of lace from 
Martha Washington's petticoat, civil 
war cannon ball, an autograph book 
of the 90s and an ancient police- 
man’s billy carved by an old-time 
prison inmate. 

Each object used on show is hand- 


see it until they face the mike. They 
describe it and give their opinions 
as to what it seems to represent, 
after which Larry Keating reads the 
actual story of the object. 


String orchestra furnishes appro- 
priate background music during de- 
noument. Stéries behind the ob- 
jects are what give the program its 
color. Items on show caught in- 
cluded civil-war newspaper printed 
on wall-paper found tacked on wall 
of a dead Negro’s shack by a small 
boy a generation ago; an African 
fettish snatched by an American 
woman during a jungle oil explora- 
tion tour with good instead of the 
expected evil luck following; an Es- 
kimo-carved bone pipe with a metal 
bowl made from fragments of the 
ill-fated Wiley Post-Will Rogers 
plane; an 18th century Jade horse 
and rider, and a necklace handed 
down from Empress Eugenie. 


Five dollars is offered for each ob- 
ject described. Wern. 








Followup Comment 








Fred Bate, who, in an easy, un- 
spectacular manner, has been broad- | 
casting for NBC keen analyses and | 
reports of England’s part in the war, | 
delivered pertinent remarks about | 
loose use of term ‘fifth columnists.’ | 
Did so in commenting on an editorial | 


|in The London Star which declared | 


' 
| 
' 
| 
| 


| ing to sue for peace. 


A | 
session 


floor and use| 


— was joined by Jay C. Flippen 
|} ior 


| the airings. 
He possesses a good voice, | 


| 


He jer’s batoning was satisfying. 
| ust ses | Robert R. McCormick, publisher of | 
| offered for queries and a merchan-|the Chicago Tribune and boss of 
; dise prize for best of week) on each | WGN, 
im- | talk on possible Nazi methods of in- 


| 
' 


| to spread stories Britain was weak- 


Germany was making an_ intense 


| propaganda drive in United States, 


using radio and press commentators 


ening in her efforts and was prepar- 
Paper referred | 
to this as part of ‘fifth column’ ac- 
tivities, | 
ate said the term was misused. | 
Friends’ who questioned the ‘timing’ 
of a program, whether the maximum 
effort had been put at the right mo- 
ment, were not ‘fifth columnists,’ he 
added. From this and following ref- 
erences to civilian population, infer- 


ence seemed to be Bate thought} 
Americans were justified in ques- | 


tioning whether Britain had ‘gone all 
the way out’ when it had time. Said | 
even now, he did not think English- 
men-in-the-street realized fully the 
danger which confronted them: that 
when they did, ‘civilian spirit, at 
least’ would not be found wanting. | 

Bate and other broadcasters from | 
London appear to enjoy remarkable 
freedom in their comments compared 
to those in Berlin or Rome. Berlin 
mikers from German capital now 
seldom question Nazi stories and 
viewpoints. 





Mel Allen did a solo job describing 
he Giants-Cards game last Wednes- 


day night (26) over WMCA, New 
York, Camel cigs sponsors the 
Giants and Yanks games, normally 
over WABC, but when night contests 
are played the broadcasts go to 
WMCA. Although a single voice 
over the entire game lacks the varia- 
tion of two men handling the de- 
scription, Allen kept abreast of the 
play (as the listener could tell by 
the sound of the batted ball, yells of 
he crowd, etc), seemed relaxed and 
maintained a steady fire of comment 
without ever talking just to be say- 
ing something. Also handled com- 
mercials Stressing the  sponsor’s 
‘slow-burning’ line. For the Satur- 


day afternoon (29) broadcast of the 
Yankees-Athletics game over WABC., 


the between-innings breaks. 
Latter brings a thorough knowledge 
of the game to his familiar light 
banter, providing a spicy touch to 


Marion Claire was in glowing voice 
Sunday night (30) on the ‘Symphonic | 
Hour, over Mutual out of WGN, Chi- 
Soprano handled several dif- | 
power and expression. Henry Web- 
Col. 


contributed an intermission 





vading England, 


yO LF ge OE 


jand stirring 
| sounds. 


| sustainer Sunday at 12:30 p.m. It ties 


| have been no major plane accidents 


| discourse on ‘Wings Over America,’ 
| which, 


|erally so, because the basic story is 
| sufficiently wallopy to require noth- 


| WEAF-NBC, New York 


| pace 
| burst side. 


‘WINGS OVER AMERICA’ 

With John MaclIntire, Jackie Kelk, 
Warren Parker, Ray Bramley, Wil- 
fred Lytell, Robert Ober, Ned 
Wever, Clifford Stork 

Aviation Cavalcade 

Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

Sunday 12:30 p.m. 

W.1IZ-NBC, New York | 
Richard McDonagh has authored, | 

with the able technical and historical | 

assistanee of Jim Ray, an excellent | 
cavalcade of aviation | 
history which isn’t as academic as it! 

What could easily be a dud | 

is a vigorous, trenchant half-hour 


in perfectly with America’s present- | 


day air-mindedness, accented by | 
militaristic aggression on the other 


side via blitzkriegs. Harry MacFay- | 
den directs this series. 

In a capsule table of contents, as 
chiefly announced by John MacIntire, 
the exposition details the dramatic 
highlights of what’s to come in fu- 
ture wecks. It’s not merely the cut- 
and-dried history of the Wright Bros. 
at Kittyhawk, N. C., in 1904, but em- 
phasizes the commanding manner in 
which army and navy research and 
ingenuity has done so much to fur- 
ther the progress of aviation. For 
one thing. it’s at one and the same 
time a very effective yet subtle re- 
assurance to Americans that perhaps 
we're not as languid in our prepared- 
ness; that bombers, divers, pursuit, 
reconoissance and combat. planes 
didn’t come into existence with Hit- 
ler’s parachute and Stuka flyers. 

In authoritative manner, U. S. A. 
and U. S. N. experts are cut in from 
Washington and other points to point 
up aviation’s progress. For one 
thing, John Q. Public is given chief 
credit, as witness the early post-war 
clamor for mail plane stamps. Comes 
also the episode of 1926 when some 
anonymous 165-pounder was willing 
to have enough stamps (at 8c per 
ounce) stuck on him so that he may 
be flown as parcel post from New 
York to Detroit. (Several have since 
claimed to be that individual.) 

Lieut. Fowers, now Rear-Admiral 
John H. Towers, the No. 1 aviation 
expert of the Navy, thus takes up 
the chore of highlighting the transi- 
tion from 1911, when he first dared to 
do experimental things, until 1940, 
under his present command. For the 
other branch of the service, Happy 
Arnold, now Major-General Henry 
H. Arnold, chief of the Army Ajir 
Corps, tells his end of it succinctly. 
And Fowler Bartlett, secretary of the 
Air Transport Ass’n, detailed punch- 
ily and_e effectively how there 


in commercial aviation for 15 months, 
during which period 2,500,000 pas- 
sengers flew over 100.000.000 miles, a 
far cry indeed from Orville and Wil- 
bur Wright of 1904. It was Capt. 
Chambers of the Navy, in 1910, who 
encouraged Orville Wright’s seaplane 
experiments, and it was Curtis (not |; 
the Wright firm) that successfully 
pioneered plane takeoffs from battle- | 

{ 

| 





ships (present-day airplane carriers). 

Spieler MacIntire uses an _ air- 
minded voungster. capably played by 
Jackie Kelk, as his vis-a-vis for this 
as the announcement states, | 
‘recounts the history of American | 
aviation without hokum.’ That's lit- | 
| 


ing more than showmanlv presenta- 

tion. Authors McDonagh-Ray have | 

seen to that very satisfactorily. 

Abel. 

TOMMY DORSEY BAND | 

With Connie Haines, Pied Pipers, 
Frank Sinatra 

30 Mins. 

PEPSODENT 

Tuesday, 10 p.m. 


Lord & Thomas) 

Squire Dorsey provides (over 62 
NBC stations) a thoroughly agree- 
able half hour in the Dorsey idiom 
as a summer tjme-holder for Pepso- 
dent’s Bob Hope program. The mu- 
sica] Selections are nicely varied in | 
and consistently on the sun- 
The continuity is of the 
saucy slanguage type, employing 
glittering adjectives and elegancies 
of alliteration like ‘limpid and lucid’ 
as a characterization of an arrange- 
ment. Singing, gab and music com- 
bine for easy pleasure. 
If proof were needed, this half 
hour reveals Dorsey as a showman 
capable of spreading his canv 
over a full-sized radio lot. Land. 


iS 


THE PLEHALS 
Harmonica Duo 
CAMPBELL 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ward Wheelock) 


Tom and Eddie Plehal have been 
duetting on their harmonicas for 


WCCO, Minneapolis, more than four 
years. They were selected for the, 
Al Pearce program last Friday as | 
one of the local personality bookings 
provided by various stations. Al- 
though a one-time showing, it was 
an event in the careers of the 
Plehals, who went to Hollywood, 
where the Pearce show originates. 
Duo’s contribution was for three | 


minutes, the boys doing well al- | 
though they would probably have | 


stood out had they been allotted a 
little more time. More of a stunt | 
than a standout the showing never- | 
theless may boost the Plehals on} 
their way. 

Among others from WCCO who! 
have shown on the networks are the | 
Andrews Sisters, Johnny Green, | 
Four Norsemen and Eddie Dunsted- ' 
ter. Ibee. | 


| edly what you refer to is the Ethi 


—_ 


QUIZ KIDS 


With Joe Kelly, Ford Pearson 

30 Mins. 

ALKA-SELTZER 

Friday, 10:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Wade) 

It’s a long jump from the old 
newspaper-walloping Nine 
Kids ot small-time vaude (remember 
the blizzard of '88?) to these modern, 
streamlined, radio-spouting young. 
sters who, when asked a tough ques 
tion on something they have a right 
not to know about, pop out, with 
plenty of assurance, that ‘undoubt. 


_ wet 
Crazy 


opian gaga which is rapidly becom. 
ing extinct.’ These kids are offered 
as remarkable. If Alka-Seltzer js ag 
remarkable for a hangover as thes¢ 
smarties, then the cure-all of the 
century comes in a long glass tube 

Unfortunately there will spring tg 
mind (that is, in minds tainted by 
commercial suspicion) a wonder if 
kids could be so wonderful, so alert, 
so quick, so unhesitating. Because 
even John Kieran hesitates on occa. 
sion, and the right word sometimes 
eludes F. P. A. In short, Quiz Kids 
is a good layout for a cheap-price 
addition to the audience participa. 
tion parade, but the first program, as 
first programs will be, was geared 
up as high and as tight as a slot ma. 
chine in a summer resort. It ma 
have been spentaneous, unrehear 
mecoy and 100% kosher, but if the 
average listener can’t believe it, the 
production will have to make more 
provision for ‘spontaneity.’ Questions 
that reveal common sense and opin- 
ion on current events might make a 
better entertainment than mere 
memory-testing. 

Those questions about Greek 
mythology answered by a sevens 
year-old encyclopedist are apt to 
nuzzle adu’t listeners. (And who has 
those hangovers that need Alka. 
Seltzer anyhow? Adulthood must be 
left some prerogatives!) Also the 
kids were a bit too quick to sing 
snatches from fairly obscure songs 
given out by title alone. (Program 
has an organ for accompaniment.) 

Lou Cowan, Chicago press agent, 
originated this program. It’s a good 
idea intrinsically, although it ap- 
pears to have been hampered b 
agency—or possibly network—revi- 
sions. The main task is to allow the 
innate humor to come through, to se- 
lect the kids more for normalcy and 
less for incredibility. The emcee was 
definitely poor. He was incapable of 
exploiting his opportunities. Land. 


DUKE ELLINGTON ORCH 
Short-Wave from N. Y. 
30 Mins. 
Monday, 3 p.m. 
BBC, London 

‘America Dances’—so this short- 
wave series has it; but at this hour 
in the afternoon it was a cinch Eng- 
land couldn’t. It may even have 
been that program arrangers, aware 
of the hour drawback, so spaced the 





numbers as to show the individuality | 


of the Ellington congregation. 
than its dansapation. Atmospherics 


airing, muffling the only vocal of 
the session and handing a beating to 
Ben Webster’s tenor saxing of ‘Cot- 
ton Tale’; piece only reached ap- 
preciable clarity at the finale. As 
though in recompense the bad air- 
waves cleared considerably for Coot 
Williams and ‘Concerto in C’ and 
‘Boy Mect Horn’ for Rex Stewart, 
all new stuff for this side. 
52nd street, Charing Cross, took the 
session like gospel. 


side. 
LESLIE HOWARD 
‘Making Films in Wartime’ 
Monday, 6:50 
BBC, London 
Filmite turned this appearance, his 


second on the ‘Close Up’ series, into 
a plug for continued British produc- 
tion of films throughout -the war 
period. Stressing the propaganda 
value of these films when distribe 
uted overseas, Howard’s reference to 
‘Pygmalion,’ which he co-directed as 
well as handling playing chore, 
covered the $2,000,000 it grossed in 
the U. S. These, he said, were handy 
dollars to turn over in payment for 
American airplanes. The London 


financial groups came in for a plea 
not to go cold on backing home 
product, to view it as an exportable 
commodity and in that way keep the 
cameras turning synchronized to the 
wheels of the Government’s export 
effort to increase overseas balances. 
Leslie Mitchell, on the interviewer 
end, lead Howard into some com- 
ment on picture Howard is to make 
as an independent producer, a? 
listeners heard something of the 
trials of picture-making during wal 
time, with its blackout of lights, 
economy moves and repeated calls 
on industry labor all making diffl- 
cult the setting up of a tight sched- 
ule. A significant observation ber 
actor’s reply to the question of wh@ 
would happen to film-making 19 - 
event of evacuation. He the 
move would be made to Canada 


aia 
reese 


} 


rather } 


| were not kind to the first half of the} 











i 


Anent this CBS short-wave series, 
lone thing the listener asks here 18 
‘Why doesn’t the leader speak?’ 
They're accustomed to a word or 
two from the batoneers around 
town, and seemingly take the ab- 
sence of the personal touch as & 
loss. Ellington, however, did leavé 
an indelible signature on all of the 
eight numbers aired Selection of 
‘The Sergeant Was Shy’ was a neat 
festure to the troops, over which 
wavelength the session aired this 


London's | 


Ba) ae 
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Lower Salaries But More Employment 
Of Pluggers If Webs Freeze Out ASCAP 


- 4 


There is little disposition among 
music publishers at the present time 


to commit themselves to long term | 


obligations because of the pending 
battle between the radio interests 
and the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers over 
a new licensing agreement. The sit- 
vation in the publishing business has 
become unsettled enough to cause at 
least two publishers to hesitate about 
closing deals for catalogs that they 
would like to absorb. 

Most publishers are of the opinion 
that in the event the networks freeze 
ASCAP numbers out of their sched- 
ules the changes in the business set- 
up of publishing industry will be 
anything but cataclysmic. These 
pubs figure that while the high sal- 
aries of professional men will be 


affected employment among the lat- | 


ter will be increased since it will be 
necessary not only to readjust plug 
sources but makes decidedly more 
contaets. Professional men will 
merely have to go back to the hard 
way of doing things. Instead of de- 
pending on those bands or singers 
with network releases the contact- 
men will have to get out and cover 
the independent stations with ASCAP 
licenses and practically every spot 
that has a band. 


Wm. Penn (Statler Inn) 
Fixes That Odd Odor, So 
WCAE to Carry Its Band 


Pittsburgh, July 2. 
peaceful again between 
WCAE and William Penn hotel, 
where Hearst station is located, and 
Battle of the Odor is no more. Whole 
thing started some weeks ago when 
WCAE biggies told Statler outfit that 
they couldn't stand the incinerator 
cutside the windows of the 21st floor, 
which the station occupies. William 
Penn ignored the demand, where- 
upon broadcasting outfit dropped all 
air time allotted to hotei, cutting 
Lang Thompson’s band off in its last 


All is 


week at Chatterbox. 
Feud continued for couple of 
weeks and is no more. The studio 


Walls now have a new coat of ivory, 


& concession of the landlord, and the 
pipe that caused such a stink has 
become a pipe of peace. And the 
William Penn can put its musical 
culfits back on the clean, fresh air 


of WCAE whenever it likes nov 


WEEMS BUS SMASHUP 
FATAL TO FARMER 


St. Louis, July 2. 
Tooters in Ted Weems’ band were 
shaken up last week when the char- 
tered bus in which they were riding 
to keep an engagement at _ the 
Meadowbrook Country Club in St 
Louis County was struck by a truck 


near New Athens, IIl., driven by 
farmer, Jacob Schmoll, 75, living 
near the scene of the accident He 
suffered fractures of the skull ar 
nternal juries from which he died 
in St. Elizabeth’s ho yital, Belleville, 
1)] everal days after the crash 
The tooters arrived on time fot 


the local engagement. 


Staffon Into Union 


Executive council ef the contact 
employes has reversed its ruling on 
Milt Staffon and the latter is now 
with the professional staff of Sha- 


Piro, Bernstein & Co. The council 


twice rejected Staffon’s application | 


on the ground that S-B had not con- 
sulted the unemployed list of the 
union before engaging Staffon. 
Staffon was formerly with 
S0lidated Radio Artists, Inc. 


Con- 


Fred Fisher has turned over the 
Complete rights of ‘Whispering 
Grass’ to Mills Music, Ine. Fisher, 
Who wrote the tune with his daugh- 
ter, Doris, had published it on his 
Own, 


| 
|; opened here by Jack Kapp, prexy, 
| 





Decca’s Coast Plant 


Hollywood, July 2. 
New Decca recording plant was 
business on 


will be in 


to take care of heavy 
|} the Coast. 
charge. 


Joe Perry 


| Company formerly leased quarters 


in this sector. 


ELI OBERSTEIN 
WINS $15,833 
JUDGMEN 


a - 
| Charles B. 


supreme court 
McLaughlin Thursday 


+. 


ASGAP STRESSES 


| 
Justice | 


onerneEEEEEETeRD + 


DIVWY ANALYST 


Radio Largest Part of Society 
Income But Makes No) 
Payroll Contribution To 
Composers, John Paine 
Points Out 


1939 FIGURES 
In disclosing the breakdown of the 
Society of | 
Publishers 


income of the American 


Composers, Authors 


ana 


for 1939 John G. Paine, general man- | 
ager, declared that it was necessary 


for him to point out that ASCAP 
was not an entity but part and par- |} 
cel of the music industry and that) 
the figures should be considered in| 
the light each class of licensee con- | 
tributes to that industry. | 

The breakdown, he said, shows | 


|radio to be a huge contributor for | 


| (27) granted Eli E. Oberstein, now | 
president of the U. S. Record Corp., | 


a judgment of $15,833 against Philip 
Kastel in connection with Oberstein’s 
| $200,000 action against Kastel, Lewis 
|A. Jaffa, Frank Costello, Adolph 
| Kaufman, Jack Feinstein, David 
Palter, Jack Jovy and Frank Cusak. 
Other defendants have not been 
served with the exception of Jaffa. 
The former RCA executive claims 
damages for alleged breach of 
tract. It is claimed that Feb. 21, 1939, 
he resigned his job with RCA on the 
promise of the defendants to form a 
record company called Disc, Inc., 
with Oberstein to be hired at $20.000 
yearly for five and the de- 
fendants agreeing to invest $150,000 
and arrange distribution for the new 
The defendants failed to 
go through with the agreement, and 
Oberstein filed suit, the allegations 
continue. Oberstein secured a judg- 
ment of $100.000 against Jaffa in May, 
1939, but this verdict was vacated on 
Aug. 17, 1939. 


KMBC SINGER JOINING 
BOB CROSBY ORCHESTRA 


Kansas City, July 2. 


years 


company. 


Bonnie King, songstress at Statior 
KMBC for past vear, leaves station 
to j0in Bob Crosby's orchestra July 
KMBC used her on artist bureau 
bookings and on programs with Mid- 
land Minstrels and Rhvthm Riders, 
as well as on her own quarter hou 


Recently she guested on the Friday 
n it Al Pearce CBS show 

She leaves a program with the 
Rhythm Riders, under sponsorship of 
Alpen Brau brew, for her new as- 
ignment. Like other KMBC artists 


Miss King is under personal contract 
to Arthur B. Church prexy. 


Kemp Heads for N. 0. 


station 


In piace of £ t ric re A, ( 

} l¢ New York Hal Ke ( € 
{ oC ( € € ( 

( re t are R i 

it otel ew ( r ere 
| 1 oper fi f weel f J 
Kemp é original ( ( ‘ 
place " 1s D € F ine Asioi 
t the latter v ch f ole 
season. 

Kemp spends a week at the Cav- 


alier Beach Club, Virginia Beach, 
Va.. opening July 8: two weeks at 
Beverly Hills Country Club, New- 
port, Ky.. starting July 19 before the 
Roosevelt 


Mary Small’s Discs 


Mary Small has been set by Ed 
Wolf for a series of Columbia rec- 
ords. Songstress has waxed ‘Once 
In a Lovetime,’ ‘Blueberry Hill,’ 
‘Some of These Days’ and ‘I Can't 
Give You Anything But Love’ as 
her first two platters 

Miss Smal] may go inte the Shu- 
berts’ forthcoming ‘Ziegfeld Feol- 
| lies,’ 


| through 


con- | 


performing rights and motion pic- | 
tures a comparatively small one. | 
But, he added, the true measure of | 
the picture business’ contribution to | 
writers and publishers does not end 
there. Radio’s sole contribution is 
ASCAP, whereas the pic- 
ture business spends many millions 
more in writer salaries, synchroniza- 
tion clearances and actual partici- 
pation in the publishing business. In 
other the film industry 
$} more time for the 
tion and publication of music than it 
has for actual rights. 
Following is the gross 
ASCAP for 1939: 
Radio $4,142.024.44 


Advertising $3,277, 836.47 


has 


crea- 


; 
words 
spent much 


receipts of 


(total) 


Sustaining fees 864,187.97 
Motion Pictures 
Restaurants 

Hoteis 

Dance Halls 


Miscellaneous 


673,787.57 
226,890.03 
143,845.45 
158,973.33 


. .$6,511,753.59 


Total 

ASCAP'’s increase of radio income 
for 1939 as compared to the previous 
vear comes to 8%. In ’38 broadcast- 
ng paid $2,984,658.03 on advertising 
fees and $860,548.31 for sustaining 


fees. or a total of $3,845,206.34. 


British Society’s Report 
Londo “ J ily 2. 

E h Perform R S society 
pre ed $2,378,432 fron e F e 

a i¢ € } ffi iL€ 1 cieties } 
1939 Of t amount $1,180,000 
came from the British Broadcasting 
Co. and licensee » Eire Australia 
ar N Zealand 

The B Society oO na 1.861 

€ ¢ Gre B d 
crease of 72 ove ast ye 


BLITZSTEIN’S BLITZ 


Scoring Two Indie Documentaries— 


Also Two Legit Musicals 


\ c B ein is ae t re 
( r T r r 
{ ¢ 
\ f T f ( f 
] W ill 
\ D. f e |] I 
] Tit Té ol ew y } 1 er! 

Other Ps St ( ! Le 
Herwitz’s production of ‘Native Land’ 
(tentative title) for Frontier Film 
already shot but now being cut and 
scored. Paul Robeson is to be ‘lyric 


commentator,’ doing the narration in 
both song and dialog. 
Besides his ‘No for an 
which a syndicate is to produce on 
Broadway in the fall, Blitzstein i 
also writing another new legit mu- 
sical, as yet untitled, on his Gug 


A ‘ 
Answer, 


heim fellowship 


Kelton With Coslow 
Frank Kelton left L. Wolfe 
Gilbert’s publishing firm to become 
manager of Coslow Music, Inc. 
He will operate out of New York 


has 


1,166,232.77 | 


FILMS PARTLY PAY IN WAGES 








ASCAP Reconciles Itself to Metro 
Loss; Believes Long Fight Inevitable 





Jackie Souders’ Return 


Seatile, July 2. 


Jackie Souders, band leader, is 
back where he started his career, 13 


i years ago, swinging a baton for a 


dance orch, 


He’s at the Olympic hotel, this 
marking his return to a dance band, 
following a half dozen years at the- 
atres as emcee and band leader. His 
most recent stint was at the Or- 
pheum, Portland. 

Gene Sargent and Eileen Hara 
are soloists with the Souders band, 


While 
casting 


the leaders of the broad- 
industry are proceeding to 


| sell independent station operators on 
| the idea of supporting the proposed 
| purchase of the Metro music cata- 


logs, the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers has 
already discounted the deal as closed 
and is proceeding on the proposition 
that its repertoire will not include 


'the Metro works for the next five 


which gets Coast airing on NBC Red 
| 


network. 





BREGMAN 


Ager, Yellen & Bornstein is 50 
availability points to the good as a 
result of a ruling of the publishers 
appeals board of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. The same board has de- 


cided against the protest of Breg- 
man, Voceco & Conn and the latter 


firm has no other recourse for re- 
covering some of the availability 
points that it has lost by order of 
the availability committee during 
the past 18 months. B-V-C has ex- 
hausted all channels of relief al- 
lowed it under the ASCAP bylaws 
and the only move it can now make 
the courts. 

Availability rating of both firms 
had been gradually reduced by the 
availability committees until it 
reached 1,100 points each When 
B-V-C took over the Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble catalog the lat- 


is to 


ter held a rating of 2,250 points. 
Ager, Yellen &. Bornstein’s high was 
2,000 points 

The availability committee last 
week approved the finding of the 


appeals board so that A-Y-B’s rat- 
ing now stands at 1,150 points. 


MARKS SUES HARMS 
ON ‘IN DUTCH GARDEN’ 


E. B. Marks 
farms, Inc a 


ro Ll 


Music Cory Suing 
unit of the War 


ion With 


ne! 
connect the 
latter’s song, ‘In a Dutch Ga 
The action, filed last week 
N. Y. supreme court, seeks an 
junction, an accounting 


oup, I! 


the 


in- 


of the profit 


and statutory damages for each al- 
leged infringement. 

The melody of ‘Garads rit 
ten by the late Will Grosz ana 
Mat ( that it n nfr gC 

€ ( ne TI 1 r ’ 

The < ( 
4] W f r ‘ 
‘ ‘ ‘ 
¢ 19% l comy Z 
e ce H Je Pet 
{ ¢ ¢ é 
ri We r ( l¢ or} 

Dut G put out | 
} té ve V ch 
C,ore ¢ J ( 1 The ni De¢ 
old about 275.000 copie 


Gene Krupa’s 3d Date 


Gene Krupa has been for 
his third repeat at Meadowbrook, 


signed 


Cedar Grove, N. J., in the space of 
a year. Finishing a long stand there 
Sunday (30), Krupa is set for an- 
otk weeks beginning Jan. 1, 


hex 
1941]. First st 
Krupa is credited with doing the 
best June business Meadowbrook 
has done since it opened, by Frank 
. Dailey, spot’s owner 


and began Jan. 31 thi 


i 


years. ASCAP states that even with 
the Metro catalogs out there will be 
10 revision downward of the terms 
of the new contract. The Society 
has also reconciled itself to a six 
months battle with CBS and NBC. 
With William S. Paley personally 


' determined to see the thing through 


BAD NEWS FOR 


| 


| 
| 


i with ASCAP. 


to a showdown, the moving spirits 
within the Broadcast Music, Ine. 
project are confident that the rank 
and file of the radio industry will 
come out in favor of the Metro ac- 
quisition. On the other hand 
ASCAP’s tacticians have taken the 
stand that Broadcast Music has ‘a 
right to be in the music business 
and that the only question pending 
is whether BMI can lawfully rep- 


resent the writers involved in the 
Metro catalogs since the former 


have entered into 10-year contracts 
It is understood that 
BMI's option to buy is predicated 
upon Metro’s guarantee to deliver 
full performing rights. 
But Cash Js Needed 
Within the Metro organization op- 


timism on the deal going through 
is not complete. The price quoted 
in this quarter is $3.750,000. One of 


the Metro instigators of the negotia- 
tions remarked over the past week- 
end that so far his talks with the 
broadcasters has been productive of 
little assurance of immediate cash 
but rather of an offer to underwrite 
the purchase through the ‘obliga- 
tions of 74 different people.’ 
ASCAP claims that 110 stations 
have evinced an interest in signa- 
turing new contracts and that of this 
number 36 are network affiliates. 


Nebraska Appeals To 
Supreme Court; Radio 
Interests Bankrol Case 


Lincoln, Neb., July 2. 
Appeal has been taken to the U. S 


supreme court from a= statutory 


courts decision which declaret the 
arent ager st a ; ; 

Yebraska anti-ASCAP law invalid. 
Move came on the final date i) 


and a week 
ASs- 


alinuringe for an annen 
aliowing tor an appeal 


after the Nebraska Broadcasters 


ciation had reed to put up the 
mone necessary for the appeal. It 
has been intimated that the actual 
ource of tl financing is the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters. 
The Nebraska statute was passed 
in 1937 and after considerable jockey- 
ing in the courts was last winter 


deciared unconstitutional The at- 


torney general’s office was allowed 
but $4,000 to see the law through 
’ ; 

tior d was exhausted 


he three years of legal con- 


Lincoln Grosses Better 


Lincoln, Neb., July 2 
€ al St washed out the ] eS 
of May bookins of name bands 
here, what with both Hal Kemp 


chit 
Casino, 
Beach, 


and Dick Jurgens bringing in p 
margins at the Turnpike 
King’s ballroom, at Capitol 


and Pla-Mor brought in no big 
leaguers, but all their territorial and 
local bands maintained a_ strong 


average. 


Kemp approached an even $1,000 


for gross, $1.10 and $1.35 per person, 
and Jurgens toted in $750, at 83c. 
and $1.10 gate pric Next b'g one 
is Glenn Miller tonight (2), coupled 
with his CBS commercial shot from 
here via KFAB. Understood Miller 


costing the Turnpike $1,500, which 


is the highest price divvied up for 


a band here in history for a dane? 
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4 MUSIC VARIETY Wednesday, July 3, 1940 
® | opening of Al Donahue. In last night ® 
B d t th B r ff | (Tuesday) and out tomorrow. Buddy 15 t t usic ers 
an = a e OXDO 1¢ce Clarke’s band replaced Courtney at 
Park Central hotel, N. Y. Not the 
| singer, Clarke was at that spot all) (Week ending June 29, 1940) 
P : last winter. 
(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. Art Jarrett’s new band signed to| Blakes. Datiove TSO. oacics éicvene octescvaees 0 0 0teee Ie? 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give General Amusement optional con- | NEE Gos oc bcctcceede se ancpdvatesdundsdedes .- ee Santly 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and tract. NO DELEON OC CE NY ewancee Ti 
holiday price.) q ~—— *Where Was I? (‘’Til We Meet Again’)....... oe eee Remick 
Weeks a Pe sah Claude Hopkins now under Wm.| “Blue Lovebird CC Tittew Buse) .6ccscansevees ee The 

Band Hotel Played Wees On Date Morris agency. Had been with WrOOGs OE Fis deeds ec deaxcnstidendvacepeseee neeee Marks |pi-An 
Charlie Barnet}.....Lincoln (225; 50c-$1).........+0-00s 9 675 6,025 Rockwell General Amusement Corp. | Woodpecker Song .......-.-- ese e cere eee eeeeereees Robbins day “: 
Larry Clintony... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 8 1,800 11,925 —_——_ So ae Guach eos<'tsbee 4 SeEsebeen Santly y, un 
Del Courtney*....Park Central (375; 50c-$1)........... 8 700 5,875 Fausto Corbello band, currently | God Bless AmerieR «oo. .cscscceccceccnsscvesesses toe mNEImS - 7 
Jimmy Dorsey...Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........12 2,500 19,200 at Hurricane, N. Y., signed to Co-| Sierra Sue ..ceseeeceeeeceeeeeee Sener eereereeens Shapiro writte! 
Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1)............: inher = 3,675 19,975 | lumbia Records. CN OR SE EAPTT eee PORT CTT COPETT CTV ET CRE te BVC Boher 
Ray Kinney*,.... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 7 1,550 10,400 - I'll Néver Smile Again....... ..Sun neyed 
Alvino Ray....... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 1 625 1,300 Joe Reichman’s orchestra on the Shake Down the Stars ........ .BVC symp! 
——_— Warner lot for a musical short. | Alice Blue Gown (‘Irene’) ........-.-.0e seer ee eeees Feist But 

* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the pan *Little Curly Hair (40 Little Mothers’)............+5. Feist ip shir 
major draw. +Joe Venuti in Clinton's place for last 3 days. Les Brown Jan Garber moves his crew into) ——— | a 
vice Charlie Barnet for first 3 days. the Casa Manana, Culver City, July *Filmusical part | 
eee meemeee waeeting parla ~ | 5, Jimmie Lunceford follows. rendit 

| FHS FESHEFEF OS SFP PHF OH 4+ HHoooos. over | 

On the Upbeat Skinnay Ennis plays the Para- 3 4 condu 
mount theatre, Los Angeles, week | 4 RE RD REVIEWS end © 

; beginning July 4. z Robin 

Charlie Agnew and his orchestra! Normandie Restaurant in Boston. 13 fe ch 
will finish a two-week engagement, Placed by MCA, | 094 446444444464664 Hoo os. tone § 
at the Centennial Terrace, near - 

Toledo, O., July 11. | Tony Almerico Swingsters set for iM B. Cochran Will Bradley ‘Let's Have Another One’—Young Man Sings’ (Col. 35485) War 
a | summer at Casino club, new dance itaiaiieicial ite ; Ray McKinley's drunken-voiced vocal gives ‘Another’ its appeal. It’s a |D§ 8° 

Louis Armstrong and his Harlem. spot, in New Orleans. | page natural for bar coin machines. Band plays it in high gear, all ensemble the #! 
revue at Palace theatre, Youngs- aan the ordinary standard of living. | except for a clipped trumpet at finale. Band’s new vocalist, Jimmie Val- harm¢ 
town. O. | Sieesion Geteie eech dees inte I'm staying at the country house of entine, shows little on the reverse and does nothing to help the tune out , 

|Mission Inn, near Pittsburgh, for @ friend and we had melon, salmon, of the doldrums. It wasn’t worth recording. Trombone is only break. eho t 

Harold Austin, Buffalo bandleader, | week of July 4 and moves to Pines, chicken, asparagus and strawberries * SEO weath 
is managing for second summer the | Pitt, Aug. 2 to stay there for re. for lunch with good wine and ex- Freddy Martin ‘Gypsy Tears’—‘Sunnin’ in Summer Sun’ (Bluebird 10748) the ot 
ballroom at Crystal Beach, Ont.,' mainder of outdoor season. cellent coffee to follow. So don’t! Martin’s group handles ‘Gypsy’ with kid gloves, blending violins and the cc 
amusement park, j le | bother to send me any canned food. | Saxes neatly to add up a piece that’s smooth relief. Clyde Rogers vocals. cludin 

ee Tony Martin, with Bob Zurke’s | Of the show business and what's | ‘Sun’ is an okay tune, neatly played. It’s lifting fare, played with a lilt fire 2) 

Dal Richards’ band, now playing band, spotted into West View Park, 80ing to happen to it, there is little Piano breaks it after Eddie Stone vocal. ing in 
on the Panorama Roof of Hotel Van-/ Pittsburgh, for one-nighter July 17. | to be told. | ‘ . SER gram. 
couver, Vancouver, B. C., will not —_— | We're having superb summer | Jimmie Lunceford ‘Easter Parade’—I'm Alone with You’ (Columbia 554814) The 
switch with Len Hopkins band from Howard Baum orch opened two- | weather which, without war news, Lunceford rides the sence =r Parade, nelsway nerwenn or weeteny —_ { his 
Ottawa as previously scheduled but! week stay at Willows, Pittsburgh, would draw receipts. drifting too far off. _ Nevertheless it's a clean-cut piece that drives to a ¥ i 
will play twice weekly from the roof Saturday (28), replacing Jimmy Dertamsiie. t tee tti ___ | good impression as it moves along. Jimmie Young yocal is more per- Worst 
during the summer months. | Richard's outfit. fea vo. s getting going | sonality than tonsils. Side is clear and lively. Backing is an innocuous pom, ? 

| — hi “4 re put me | piece of slow tempoed stuff that barely escapes being labeled a sleep ony 

: : , - : e friends even sa a ralker’s : ee a sire 
A eoyys cnn fo A egg hese Tiny Hill band opens fortnight| my comeback brought on ra bene walker’s theme. Trumpet wyeens wer 
‘on “Chiari? each Gancéhall net ro at poner ig Perm, Pittsburgh, One thing this time—I shall have _ Hal Kemp ‘Breeze and '—I Can't Resist You’ (Victor 26615) miver, 
week, | July 8, same day that Benny Burton plenty of friends to share being Jimmy Dorsey has an arrangement of ‘Breeze’ to end all versions. It also | 

| opens at West View Park in that broke with me. | seems no other bandleaders care to make an attempt to equal or top it; eacee 

Duke Ellington plays a hop at city. | I shall not try to do anything | anyway this is the deadest one to come along. Arrangement impresses as pecial 
Municipal Aud, St. Louis, Aug. 27. a ‘again before the autumn. My feel- | 4 Stock. Janet Blair vocal helps toward skidding it into a sub-par cate- Rot 
Dance is being run by the Colored Herbert Fritschie orch into New| ing is that all show business wil] | 80ry. Tune deserved better treatment. Reverse has more life and is  # unnol 
Elks of which Ellington is Grand Penn, Pittsburgh, for indefinite stay, have to be cheap priced. Few, very better played. Piano and Bob Ailen vocal break it up. at lea 
Bandmaster. succeeding Lee Barrett band. few people, will be able to afford oe inclu 

oo cicada high priced seats. Eddy Duchin ‘Moanin’ Low’—‘On the Alamo (Columbia 35491) ; I Fee 
rar ~ +} 5 >; S ‘ eC ‘ ? cide j te tan? Sa —_— ar : 

Biltmore Boys changed agencies te moouer's option at Pines, Tie scnbiee bere ts enéeme. CULeeneng On the Low side is Duc hin’s piano soloing. Entire arrange- an en 
from CRA to Wm. Morris. Open at ts irgh, picked up for another Everybody, every class: is sure of ment isn’t far behind, however. It’s impressive, ringing in smooth en- As 
Sir Francis Drake hotel, San Fran- stretch, this time through entire | ultimate victory. ond aliens p inti semble as well as muted trumpet, sax, and clarinet breaks. One of Duchin’s progr 

; " month of July. : Pg ee ee ee! ee ee better turnouts. Reverse is slower tempoed and tees off with anothe ‘firsts 
cisco, July 16, ized labor) is working like hell. —e i . hae . 5 mee 

s = ‘ ‘ piano bit. It’s commendable also. Amer 

Tommy Cullin’s band set. for sum- | a ose min et wae C0) 3 | Beeth 

hie die Whe Ca op nee C ha mer on outdoor terrace of Glenwood es gee lee eae = } — Tiny Hill ‘Yes Sir, That’s My Baby’—Curbstone Cutie’ (Vocalion 5567) } rema 
is ‘Man oO mes Arounc alls : ee ait, 2&5 se y know, have ill is a good record seller ji > midwes there such cw ogr 
it ‘Man Doesn't Come Around Any- Hotel, Delaware Water Gap, Pa. collected my old friend Joe Beckett, ick baeueee ae Tarheck fhe Boge pt ate se dro ye bene St nigp 
more.’ Band opened at West End Datek Wert with Eve Frey set for wane mateh with Conpentier netted two sides,-which are good for their type, the reason for Hill’s populal ity Harri 
— West End, N. J., Saturday | i gosnite run at Mt. Pocono Grill. fet nice profit of £20,000. Good | in that area is apparent. Both sides are almost pure corn played with an writte 
oe? | Mt. Pocono, Pa. si haat appealing lift. ‘Baby’ is cut in the style and tempo of yesteryear with a mocrs 
mre ee ee | Not many Americans left here, but | vocal by the leader. Reverse is closely similar. Breaks are frequent rope.’ 

mene _ String Quartet signed 7 the Condos boys seem inclined to | Sides bring to mind a backwoods Saturday hop. some 
for Columbia Records. Charlie Barnet now has one of! stay and have been doing good work a Hopeni 
sabdaeibonss those _ institutional original tunes, at troop concerts. Claire Luce is | John Kirby ‘Little Brown Jug’—Impromptw’ (Vocalion 5570) join’ 

Phe Semen "3 8 ga Pie eee a eee oe oe ee another sticker. She’s a fine girl | Kirby outfit, one of the best of the smaller combos (6), does a neat job sung 
zzie Nelson July 14 at Pleasure ; _ —— and likes this old England of ours, | 0" both of these sides, ‘Jug’ arrangement eases along i ing s back- bearii 
Beach Park, Bridgeport. bagged Van a flying his own Harry Foster has gone big into | 8Tounded by Spencer O'Neill's brisk brush aan” meet aa ts ‘Deep 
easel PP ss Cae Une se ox gana ee ae promncien but conditions are too | ptecte thor Bea ey ensemble, never going off on a wild swing tangent clusic 
lul ~ar Biloxi, Mis: off Saturday (29). | strong for him or anybody. pete. g vou a it 7 sa and stimulates the same reaction. Tempos Wagn 
—— ee ee : | I’ve a hankering for Broadway on both sides good, Pack a wallop. could 

. Pee ~seige ge Ragsee ite ania hears 

Billy Catizone 4 out of William Del Courtney band currently ee yu big Balt ee te a Artie Shaw ‘Dreaming Out Loud’—Now We Know’ (Victor 26642) seve! 
Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, after nine! working three days at Meadowbrook aa ‘emai Py 2 a a a | Shaw is gradually easing back into pop style. ‘Dreaming’ is at an eas Ne: 
months for indefinite engagement at between exit of Gene Krupa and goon re a ata aia tempo and tastefully arranged. Points up strong Sax team and vocal b Willi 
=—= a lump in the throat that Broadway mae cg Ee og Goodman vocalist. Voice seems stronger and p Lync 

and Piccadilly seem to have grown | both din: late singe Fg dirs guitar breaks help, Violins are used on — 
| much further apart since last Sep- | pines al ‘y e us ed mos t on Now . It's a smoothly done piece t at tra, 
tember | changes tempo from ballad to rhythm several times. Noticeable but doesn’t Tis W 
rts) harm. Miss Tilton vocals. sic } 
With good remembrances to all iy | 
, : old friends : ; ee cares ny. 
Tris radio star hasn’t id friends, oe Glena Miller ‘Pe-6-5000’—Rug Cutter’s Swing’ (Bluebird 10754) Er 
: ; $6. Cochran, Two originals that stack up as neatly colorful rhythm bits. First is one ) ,. 
any worries because his of the tunes written around Miller's past stand at the Pennsylvania hotel, rs 
1 7, N. Y,, title being the spot’s phone designation. It’s a ‘Tuxedo Junction’ and 
arranging investments are War Themes piece, highly rhythmic with exceptionally good tempo. Infrequent in mane 
Continued from page 1 ree ty fil pian ge rape’ 0 — that break the jumping en- a 

PROTECTED SUMMER S . se is r, too similar, also employing trumpet and sax ‘ 

for the with the present struggle have been | takeoffs. Both are well played and arranged. is th 
, : =e : eel cont: 

* received feebly at the boxoffice. bu —_ aonemien ee — 
with the shifting changes in the sam Re be censored he f Pe : - — 
scale eeediads sitemation ts ong oe ennennne erea ter as result of | nabes here increased the number of be h 
mare . Site thine > me several of the othet downtown houses | shorts on their bills. Also, sma Ja 

3 GREA [ HITS / = —— tet showing the scenes as is. towns all through Michigan have Spre 

. ewe Theatres have received many | Started the use of more shorts and &nd 
All Cut "Way Down complairts, with attendance drop- | newsreels, comy 
Virtually all newsreels have 2'"S off in several houses. Scenes Reports are that newsreels wit t Sch 
trimmed down the amount of battle- showing either Hitler or other lead- | war emphasis are proving importa! § cul 
No. 1 Played Radio Song front material being used in reels *'* of the Rome-Berlin axis will also |; lures in the resort sectors where va- whe 
, during the last 10 days. One rea on be deleted. |cationers don’t bother with the g Me 
| Mi STEPPING 0 UT is that less pictorially perfect matter eu | newspapers but do take in the berg 
is coming in from Europe, excepting Mpis. Approves No-War | Shows. for ; 
WITH A MEM ORY T0- i i G HT that supplied by the German army, Minneapolis, July 2. omen = 
which has lost its audience-appeal Since excluding all war pictures | qm ee site 
ry | for Americans. The other is that from his screen, including newsreel 
numerous exhibitors, outside the) Shots, manager Roy Slentz of the The One and Only 
y 0 U T i | N K 0 7 [ y ’ R y T H | N CG ‘newsreel theatres themselves, are Gopher (Par-Singer 25¢ loop first- 
surfeited with war stuff and aver it, run) asserts he has had only two_ 
from Billy Rose’s “NEW AQUACADE” at the N. Y. World's Fair 1940 is actually keeping people away. | complaints as against more than 200 
e _ American newsreels generally are) COmpliments. 
‘ expected to concentrate more on the It's the only house here to take. 
AND ... Still The Nation's Favorite Yank military preparedness and less such action and calls special atten- 
on the European wounded in ensuing on to the fact in its newspaper dis- 
ra T # £ W 0 0 D p F C K t * S 0 N ¢ summer months, according to opin- and on banners in front of And HIS ORCHESTRA N 
ions voice lis week he theatre, 
1 s voiced this week, \t e theatre | JULY 5 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 79 | aint at ste | NMR Ge nate ERATE eee 2 
9 Seventh Ave., New York | | ai coh atngg oearaan aare Detroit, July 2. ° 
| oa oO, ily 2 | Sine ntroits a} - 

MURRAY BAKER, Gen. - Prof. Mgr. LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr. The Interstate circuit an an- ss genus ok cee ee Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY | 

nounced that all war newsreels will through interest in war material, the 17 East 49th St. New York lend, 


a ee ee + en LP ne th, ee eed 
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MUSIC 35 








By EDWARD SMITH 


ic i Tues- 
-American concert given 3 
Z (25) at Lewisohn Stadium, N. 
y unfortunately was not the mu- 
ec The best composition was not 
written by 


hemian, . - 
Ted Largo from his New World 


symphony being the piece. 


#o shine, 


Mark Warnow, who for the 


rendition of popular music, took 
over the podium from the regular 
conductor, Artur Rodzinski, at the 
end of the program to direct Earl 


for chorus and orchestra, with bari- 
tone solo sung by Paul Robeson. 


Warnow completely overshadowed 
his soloist, and his contribution was 
the finest of the evening. The Phil- 
harmonic orchestra had been playing 
well, but listlessly, under the direc- 
tion of Rodzinski. Under Warnow 
who had been cheated in 1938 by the 
weather of his chance to direct it, 


the conductor's steady beat the con- 
cluding numbers were played with a 
fire and eclat which had been miss- 
ing in the earlier portion of the pro- 
gram. 

The popular leader made no show 
of his job, which was handled in a 
svorkmanship and professional fash- 
jon, indicating he could go far in 


River,” the concluding number, was 
also a fine piece of musicianship, 
exceedingly well orchestrated, es- 
pecially in the string section. 
Robeson’'s vocal shortcomings went 
i unnoticed, to his enthusiastic public 
at least. Best of his selections, which 
included ‘Water Boy’ and ‘Sometimes 
| J] Fee] Like a Motherless Child,’ was 
an encore, ‘“Scandalize My Name.’ 
As to the musical portion of the 
program two compositions were 
‘firsts” but ndistinguished An 
American composition to rate with 
iBeethoven, Bach or Brahms sstill 
remains to be written. First on the 











an American, but by a| 
Anton Dvorak, the hack- | 


,;Casino at Bemus Point, 
But if American composers failed | 
an American conductor did. | 
most | 
rt has devoted his career to the! 


* Robinson's ‘Ballad for Americans,’ | eron. 


¥arnow Shines Batoning All-US. 
Concert, Which Has Its Paradoxe 


_— + 


The most noteworthy event of an | 





BASIE VS. ELLINGTON 


and Bemus Point 
Using Name Bands Competitively 


Celeron 


Buffalo, July 2. 


Summer ‘name band’ rivalry be- 
tween Celeron Park, Jamestown, and 
N. Y., was 
resumed Saturday (29) with unshut- 
tering of latter dancery. Separated 
by only a few miles, both play name- 
bands each week-end. 
Saturday had Count Basie, 
Duke Ellington at Bemus, 

The previous Saturday (22) Ozzie 
Nelson fetched 1,484 persons to Cel- 
Some 350 couples paid $1.65 


with 


| presale, the rest shelling out $2 at 


ithe door. 


the orchestra came to life, and under | 


the classical field if he ever de- 
sired to branch out. His new or-| 
chestral arrangement of ‘Old Man 


Morrey Brennan, 425-la 
baton waver, leads the house band 
On other nights, 


Stokowski Kids 
On the Cuff In 
Atlantic City 








Atlantic City, July 2. 
Leopold Stokowski's All-American 
Youth Orchestra will do its re- 
hearsing on the beachfront here, 
and also make its debut in this city. 
Stokowski made the announcement 
after Mayor Tom Taggart revealed 


local hotels would provide free 


|; rooms for the 100 youngsters during 


their rehearsal period, July 7-20, 
and_Kent’s Restaurant had agreed to 
keep them well fed for $1.50 a day 
each. 
Stokowski's 


from all parts of 
‘good-will 


youngsters, picked 
the country to 
make a tour of Latin 
America, will rehearse in main ball- 
room of Convention Hall each morn- 
swimming In 


ing, go the afternoon, 


Spots | 


Celeron | 


Cugat May Go Cotumbia 


Xavier Cugat may shift io Co- 
j}jumbia records under a cGeal now 
being discussed by Music Corp. of 
| America 

| Latin maestro has long been stand- 
Victor but MCA, under its 


| 
| 
| 


| 
! 


ard on 


CBS accord, has signed most of its | 


|topflight artists with CBS’ effiliate, 
|} the Columbia waxworks. 


JACK DARRELL 
LOSES HIS LIFT 
ACTION 


circuit court 
Monday (1) 


The 
IN. Y. 


of appeals in 
upheld federal 


of March 23, 1838, and dismissed Jack 
Darrell’s plagiarism action against 
Joe Morris Music Co, Inc., Al Sher- 
man, Jack Meskill, and Abner Silver. 
Darrell claimed his song, ‘Does Any- 


in 1927, was lifted in the defendant’s 
‘On the Beach at Bali-Bali, written 
in 1936. 

In their decision the justices of the 
circuit court declared that a sequence 
of eight notes appears sc frequently 
jas to constitute the greaier pari of 
the two songs. “This makes the two, 
when rendered, sc much alike to the 
ear that the supposed piracy appears 
almost inevitable. Nevertheless we 
are not convinced that that conclu- 





not an inevitable badge of plagiarism. 

| While there are an enormous num- 
ber of possible permutations of the 
| siinelaat notes of the scale, only a few 
‘are pleasing, and much fewer still 
|} suit the infantale demands of the 
popular ear,’ declared the circuit 
court. It was also poinied out that 
the plaintiff's song in several years 
had sold only 1.506 copies. 


BOOKERS JAM 
AT RENAULT 


| judge Samuel Mandelbaum’s ruling | 


body Want a Little Kewpie,’ written | 


sion is inescapable, as recurrenc€ is 


‘Theatre Men Threaten to Remind Ohio 
Officials That Dog Racing Is Illega 





ONTARIO PIQUE 


Musicians in Londen Slap Import of 


Yank Music 


London, Ont., July 2. 
Claiming that ‘thousands of Ca- 
nadian dollars’ are being iaken from 
this country yearly by ‘big-name’ 
United States orchestras, the Lon- 


tion of Musicians is seeking the co- 
operation of other Canadian union 
groups in having a ban applied upon 
VU. S. musical importations for the 
duration of the war. 

In a communication to the Lon- 
don Public Utilities Commission, the 
London musicians’ group has asked 
that Canadian orchestras playing cp- 
posite American bands at Port Stan- 
ley, Ont., be given patriotic billing. 
Copies of the letter sent to the P.U.C. 
| have also been forwarded to the City 





Juiy 2 


Youngstown, © 
Threat of Youngstown, Ohio, the- 


ature exhibitors to complain ic the 
' governor forced the Lake Milton dog 
track at Palmyra, Ohio, te drop the 


booking of name bands ae in in- 


| ducement to watching the whippets. 


| Palmyra is 


don branch of the Canadian Fecera- | 


close enough for the 
track to cut into Youngstown 1he- 
atre business, yet the two spots are 


| jn separate counties. Bands played 
in the track infield, getting in sets 
between races, There was no danc- 


ing. 

Greyhound racing is against Chico 
state laws but inasmuch as ne for- 
mal complaint had been filed with 


the governor its operation was not 
being interfered with. Ted Lewis 


|'and Duke Ellington played dates at 


| sheriff 


Council and the London Trades and | 


Labor Council in an effort to enlist 
| the cooperation of those bodies. 

Herman Liersch, of the C. F. of M 
group, stated that manv Canadian 
| orchestras heard in the larger On- 
| tario and Quebec cities and on the 
CBC network would prove to be 
| equal drawing cards if they were 
given equal advertising space zs is 
| being given in newspapers and othe: 
mediums to the American big-name 
orchestras which are drawing large 
crowds to the huge dancehall at Port 
Stanley, 


BETTY LONDON FINDS 
MEN TEMPERMENTAL 


Mobile. July 2. 

Betty London and her band ended 
a three weeks’ contract at the Rose 
Room, Cawthon hotel (28) and at the 
same time the Kansas City 
baton wielder said that she 
washed up for a while trying to leac 
‘and look after the business end of 
the band. ‘I am through for a while 








woman 


was 


,at least, as I find a bunch of men 
jare tough to please.’ Members of 
the band scattered widely Jake 


the stand recently. Tony Martin, 
leading Bob Zurke’s band, was 
scheduled for two weeks hence but 
was cancelled when the Falmysa 
ordered band policy with- 
crawn, 


Song Publishmg 
Maestros Do OK 
- InPlug-SwapDeal 


Professional managers of music 
firms are observing the bit of plug- 
| swapping that is now going among 
' Fred Waring, Tommy Dorsey 
Guy Lombardo. Some contacimen 
ere even keeping a chart on _ the 
current operations on this Tinkers- 
1o-Evers-to-Chance song combination 
just to see whether all three 


and 


in time 


leaders come out even on the ex- 
change. 

‘| Waring’s firm, Words & Music, has 
as its No. 1 plug the number, ‘Half 


Way Down the Street’ Dorsey's 
publishing house is the Sun Musie 
Co., which is pushing ‘VJ Never 
Smile Again,’ while Lombardo, chief 
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jprogram was a brief composition! ang practice some more in the eve- | ae eee Lae pianist -— rar ge Malta 1¢ stockholder of Olman Music, has a 
ifor chorus and orchestra by Roy | jing Nas ington, D. . Spud Taylor t ceep interest in the welfare of I 
Harris. entitled ‘Challenge 1940.’ aii <aahdinesiis sie Giada ae So a a oe yore raph and Rex Mori. drumme: ( an’t Love You Any More This 
written and inspired ‘while the de- the orch will give public dress re-| bands almost tangled ai the Renault Or bs a Seen wee parGeras exhion o logrolling a 
mocracies were crumbling in Eu-| hearsals in Convention Hall Refers | ae “yn ss ne a | reans. . 7 7 the contactmen on the sidelines, has 
rope.’ The work is as weak as were | making debut in Washington before ED, Ae kee Senne Sees, =m mone mocm was taken over by , worked out nicely so far, and the 
some of the democracies, with the epalieties Cansaudth sad Winks demas Both were allegediv bookea t Ray Benitez and his band for three | threesome have also not overjJooked 
opening sounding much like Puc-/| jean diplomats. After the Washing- | Start two-week streiches there as mr eat etm angi ails what's 
scini's ‘Tosca.’ ¢ he aritone solo, ; essing = Cg hot as oe > tae al yt - “We es a Sa Own programs are concerned ‘nats 
sung 0 gg ; ~ticngge sock en =n stage Rtg er ton garg booked by ae ee ee wes. | Henry Busse held over at Palace more, for once, each locks like a 
jbearing a striking resemblance to fore they sail for Raunth ae Sees It require@ the local musicians union | hotel, San Francisco, until Sept. 25 sizeable hit. 
‘Deep River.’ The orchestral con- : : , and the help of two cther bandead- | et] — —— 
clusion was much on the style of ers for LeBaron to start the job. 
Wagner. The chorus and orchestra “‘W L d B dq?’ Confliction came about when Con- | 
could have benefited by more re- ant to ea a an e solidated Radio Artists naaebienadtt EVERYBODY SAYS: 
hearsals, as cues were missed on with the spot for an exclusive book- : s 
several occasions, Stunt Costs Sam Kaye ing arrangement, with the promise “THE GREATEST SCOR r W ree 
Next new work to be heard wa of an NBC remote wire Agency . E EV it A\S RITTEN 
Willian Grant Still's ‘And They 50 Batons Every Day couldn't convince NI C and &s 3 re- : : ‘ : z : f 
Lynched Him on a Tree,’ for double t Mus C¢ of Americ: € ec j ; 
Bet Bi oO tre: tor aut ll Pea * 1_YOU'RE LONELY and I’M LONELY 
tra. This was better than the Har- Detroit, July 2 + Sas took it over, stringing in a oe . ' 
“work, W ith the iameiedatio aie Sammy Kave has got : man n L to oe ? ‘ 5 
Sic having more color and original- ilies ng } ig: oe ; ] Prt , ga ™ gts CRA seer nhc sen var * ? IT’S A LOVELY DAY TOMORROW 
ify alee 5 > Dalton 10lS OF 4 - | angle with NBC it signed Bestor for oon 
, What's more, the co nption of | the date MCA signatured LeBaron ; me ; 
5 Brilliant New Negro Songstress wands is going up daily He's order- |for the same stret and Bestor, re : . 
The work of the Schola Cantorum ing from the Conn musical supply when Opening ume 10! ed around, 3—FOOLS FALL IN LOVE 
éna the Wen Talbert Choir was house about every 20 dave matte called the spots manager and Said 
much better, with the first solo artist Kaye eased into the market with his he G be on han He didn Pag wet b] 
; Of the evening to appear being | ‘so You Want to Lead a Band’ stunt, | Pooush the A. C. musicians’ local * 4—Y0OU CAN T BRUSH a OFF 
Louise Burge, Negro contralto. She Now in Detroit. Kaye really has to | U held LeBaron it took Alex Bartha, 
is the possessor of a rich and luscious hand out the batons with the ap- local band leade and Joey Kearns, : 
fontralto, used artistically and with pearance of four would-be maestros Won, Sen, Tee Sas * 5__LOUISIANA PURCHASE 
€xpert musicianship. More should | at every show. That accounts for 20 | leader, to help LeBaron open. Seems 
be heard from her ahortiv. oe an” ened "white bireh. cork- that to make the opening at the ; ‘ 
Jaromir Weinberger’s “Under the handled, speciall) monogrammed Renault he was forced to jump, by * 6—OUTSIDE OF THAT | LOVE YOU 
Spreading Chestnut Tree’ followed, batons every day. But that doesn’t | © from Dallas, Texas, in three 
#nd bore a suspicious likeness to the count in the more or less important | ¢@¥*5 Cars got séparated and one * : 
Composer's most famous work, | well-wishe e old frie the | got into a crash As result Lebaron * 7 LORD DONE FIXED UP MY SOUL 
Schwanda.’ The work was not par- pre the t of people ou gt , | was on hand with pe lf a band and ee : 
Heularly well knit until its end,| be nice to, ete, which « p no music. Bartha offered the use of 
tea with just minor deviations, least 3t more é d " In fae t P po nedoag a a enchete x 8—LATINS KNOW HOW 
io eae and fugue from Wein- | growing like a chain letter. ¢ owl le | é ao } red ‘ ee ent e 3 
} ““rgers ‘Schwanda’ were tossed in itS a Ri e orae n faster | Unt Pies: é . wea Uj} 
for a rousing conclusion. every time. . -wO arrived st aa. . . ; 
= Here the music houses tied in with | evening and two more aidant, que lef 9—_DANCE WITH ME. (Waltz 
Bi Ra ae ig aia the amateur band leader stunt with | to crash injuries 





one giving away Kaye recordings to 3estor intends complaining to the 


. a 
JOHINNY the best leader at each show and the ,| AFM, claiming his contract, signed (Tonite at the Mardi Gras) 
Grinnell Bros. company making re- | by both he and the Renault, is valid é 





cordings of each amateur’s conduct- | and the fact that CRA lost the book- 


ee tinue : witl ha |: ’ —_ | 7: i) 
ing and presenting hi with the | ing of the place because it couldn't °*From IRV IN¢ BERI IN 
platter. On top of thi: the best of | geliver a wire was no concern of his. 4 4 


the young maestros have a fina] com- a icin ere 
petition for 50 bucks. Corp. is pub- 
Jack French, president of the mu- | Sone. th Wrkakis at 
; local here. ruled the Kave rn, ~frerumadiiie Night . 
; Ditties are ‘Li ] Boy 


Mc GEE 


HIS SINGING TRUMPET 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Paramount Music 
lishing four 


Earl Carroll's.’ 


**Louisiana Purchase” 


P sicians 
urrently broadcasts in 














2 bend off making any , ; 
; NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR Detroit—w ich has t rought on some Lave, bv eran Loesser “rag : Fred- | 4 Vy j N G He E R L j me | N Cc 
DANCING CAMPUS” growls from other visiting stage ; CTICs Hollande rs Une Look wt You,’ . ' m 
bands—but okayed three interviews | by Ned Washington and Victor 799 Seventh Avenue, New York City 
Direction for the leader over WWJ, yr a ett y — by oo aS reese 
. IXYZ. However, an interview from | 4? rertrude Niessen, anc ali- H arren, rof. or. 
GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. betenirh Canadian station, CKLW, | Congo,’ by Carroi) Derces anc Nilo 
—. Windsor, Ont., got thumbs down. | Menendez, ; 
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Night Club Reviews 





STARLIGHT ROOF 


(WALDORF-ASTORIA, N. Y.) 





| 
H 
| 


Xavier Cugat Orch (14), Mischa 
Borr Orch (6), Georges and Jalna, 
Josephine Huston; $1 and $1.50 
cover. 





It's significant that a band_ like 
Cugat’s today is not only the No. 1 
combination in a high spot like the 
Waldorf-Astoria’s Starlight Roof 
but, on authority of the manage- 
ment, is doing better business than 
many other name bands of the 
killer diller and /or smooth dansapa- | 
tion school. Significant it is because 
Cuzat is essentially a ‘Latin band, 
and where congarhumba combos 
heretofore were the ‘relief’ (alter- 
nating) orchestra, here Cugat is the | 
prime draw—and doing exception- | 
ally well. 

Not that Cugat gives out all one- 
two-three-kick or bacardi-bump, 
music; but he certainly doesn’t un- | 
derplay it. His team of 14 is evenly 
divided between U. S. and Cuban 
musicians—the Americans on _ the 
saxes, etc., and the Latins on the 
bongos and percussions. He_ has 
four reeds, two brass, xylo, piano, 
bass, drums, violin, two bongoists 
and a versatile, interchanging team 
that shifts into five violins, two flutes 
and clarinet when Viennese waltz 
sets and the like necessitate. 


The Waldorf Roof's present lineup | 


is ultra and distinguished. Georges 
and Jalna are superior ballroom- 
ologists who err chiefly on generos- 
ity. Seven numhers, no matter how 
well done, are too many. They 
should leave them hungry. They're 
a svelte looking pair. He effects the 
semi-ballet getup that Paul Draper 
has been going in for, an unique, 
specially tailored gray ensemble. 
She’s properly coiffed and precise in 
decorurn and terpsichorean deport- 
ment. Viennese waltz, rhumba, fox, 
tango, mazurka and fast number are 
a versatile array all right, and set 
them off to excellent advantage on 
novelty and variety, but they would 
be wise to cut it down. 

Josephine Huston, blonde song- 
stress, and a looker, who has been 
around in niteries, vaudeville and 
legit, is now in the class groove with 


a big league repertoire of well-| 
chosen ballads. ‘Breeze and I,’ 
‘Yours Is My Heart Alone, ‘Love 
Is a Cheat’ (Irving Caesar’s Ro- 
manian gypsy folk song) and ‘Fools 
Rush In’ make for an excellent 
blend. Her arrangements are good, 


and the finale ‘Fools’ coda, shifting 
from high soprano to a throaty de- 
livery, is a nice change of pace. 
Songstress at the Friday night open- 
ing had the mike a bit high, eclips- 
ing a pleasing personality that merits 
fuller exhibition. 

Cugat features a specially invented 
“congat’_ instrument that looks Like 
five bongos on a pedestal, a la a 
giant xylophone. Instead of harn- 
mers, Cugat and his two bongoists 
bang out the rhythms. The five 
oversized drums technically com- 
prise two bongos, a tres, a tiple and 
a conga, as the various skinheads are 
known to musicians, It’s a nifty 
feature of his band. Mischa Borr’s 
ensemble (6) is a worthy alternating 
combo, long a standard in the sun- 
dry Waldorf rooms and cafes. Per 


this head, hands and feet to keep | 


clubs, hats and balls floating. 
plenty of palm pounding. 


Gets 


Vocal honors are divided between | 
| Frank Flynn of the orchestra and 


Lorraine O'Day, a looker who has 
nice pipes and got nice hand at her 
first appearance with Fio Rito outfit. | 
“I Cried For You” is her best num- 
ber, accompanied by Fio Rito at the 
piano. Flynn gets nice response for 
his singing 

Rounding out show is long-legged, 
agile Walter Long, who rings the 
bell with his rhythmic tap dancing. 
Rates several encores. 
nicely emcees. 


Liuz. 


PETIT CAFE, CLEVE. 


(HOTEL CARTER) 





Cleveland, June 29. 
Don Bari’s Orch (4), Garinna, 
George Allston and Shirley Jeanne. 





Apparently stung by the play and 
amount of press space other hostel- 
ries have been getting with their 
dance-dineries, Hotel Carter is mak- 


: ; 
ing a heavy bid for both by opening | 


its new Petit Cafe with Don Bari's 
orchestra. 
ham Morris, hotel manager, will go 
wrong with either. Getting away 
from flashy atmosphere of some 
rivals, he has made room for one of 
the town’s smartest: ir decor. It’s 
not big—150 would crowd it—but 
| with its bleached oak walls, trap- 
| pings of silver, blue and coral in im- 
| peccable taste, it has an air of in- 
viting intimacy. 

| Brought in from Detroit’s Wonder- 
bar—his real nome is Djerkiss—Bari 
| has more on the musical ball than 
the average young maestro. Singing 
_ ensemble of four pieces carries 
| plenty of originality, enough to have 
rated spots on two of Bob Hope’s 
| broadcasts. Last one, occurring 
| when Hope smashed vaude records 
|at local RKO Palace, gave him a 


swell sendoff as well as putting the | 


Carter on the dancing map again. 


Foursome’s forte is interpolating 
vocals of all sorts with subdued but 
catchy instrumental rhvthms. Each 
has a good voice and they know how 
to harmonize engagingly. 

As arranger, Bari goes in mostly 
for medleys. For late sessions he 
whips up a dance tempo with more 
| downbeat from a good bass player. 
Leader doubles on sax, clarinet and 
| violin deftly, while his brother Bert 
makes accordion and piano stand out. 
Shirley Jeanne, a decorative pack- 
age, handles solos in a clear, modu- 
lated soprano. A tightly integrated, 
| distinctively tuneful group, there's 
little doubt of it staying through the 
summer. 

Between sessions Carinna and hus- 
band-partner, George Allston, put on 
a rapidfire turn of mind-reading 
stunts and quips. It's 


vaude flavor, a trifle corny around | 
the edges, but their code-work is | 
slick and girl shoots back amusing | 


cracks at hecklers without offending, | 


Pullen, 





Nitery Followup 





usual, Ambrose is watchfully at the | 


door; cover $1 weekdays and $1.50 
Saturdays. Abel. 


Hawaiian Blue Room 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. 0.) 


New Orleans, July 2. 
Ted Fio Rito Orch, Hibert, Byrd 
ard LaRue, Bobby May, 
Long, Johnny ‘Candy’ 
Frank Flynn and Lorraine O'Day. 








This swank nitery contributes a 
tasty package of melody and laughs, 
being well diversified entertainment 
whose every item registered with 
first nighters (28). 

Ted Fio Rito’s crew drew large 
house at inaugural and since spot is 
only local one dishing up live talent 
without stinting on the budget, it 
looks like business will be big for 
the remainder of his stay. Fio Rito 
aggregation tosses off smooth hoof 
music that registers favorably on 
sweet side and in hep tempo. Sev- 
eral Viennese waltzes, a concession 


to the oldsters enable latter to desert | 


tables for the floor, a consideration 
that shows discriminate thought. 

A hometown boy paces the outfit. 
Johnny ‘Candy’ Candido, he of the 
triple-threat voice. His songs and 
parodies in voices ranging from a 
thin treble to a gravel-throated bass 
te-ought repeated encore requests 
from this audience. 

Running a close second for laughs 
and applause is a novel act in which 
a smooth pair of ballroom dancers 
get messed up with a ‘drunk’ in the 
audience. They simmer down to a 
hilariously funny adagio trio. Hibert 
and Byrd are the sober members of 
this act and LaRue is the ‘drunk’ 
who tangles with their routines, the 
waiters, ringsiders and everyone 
elsa who gets in his way. They had 
to beg off. 

Bobby May, standard juggler, uses 


Walter 
Candido, 


Joe Venuti drew quite an ‘opening’ 


from the music bunch for his one-| 


| week fill-in at the Hotel New Yorker, 
| while Larry Clinton is fulfilling a 
| previously contracted booking in a 
| Chicago vaudfilmer, 
| swing Heifetz gives out niftily on his 
fiddle, backed*by a crack dansapa- 
tion team. The ice show is back here 
for the summer, now presented thrice 
daily, luncheon, dinner and supper, 
and doing bangup biz. Nathan Wal- 
ley, figure-skating champ; Belita, 


British figure-skater: Alfred Trenk- | 


ler’s comedy on ice; Ronny Roberts’ 
acrobatic stunt skating; DuReine 
Farley and Edith Dustman, person- 
able specialists; and a ballet com- 
prising the latter two, plus Daphne 


Poole, Lillian Tribby, Grace May and | 
DeLories Ziegfeld, make for a soéko | 
Jerry White (ex-Radio | 


rink frolic. 
Franks) is m.c. and paces the show 
well. Peter Kent’s smaller unit (6) 
dispenses the dance music at the 


luncheon sessions: Venuti’s band (12) | 


for dinner and supper. 


Gerald Clark’s Calypsoers are a 


RAY HEATHERTON ORCH (it) 


| ever, 
| with frequent vocal interludes, alter- 


Fio Rito! 


Doesn't look like J. Bing- | 


got an oldtime | 


Per usual, the | 


Band Reviews 


With Tony Max Surbin 

(rhumba) 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Ray Heatherton started as a bari- 
tone with Paul Whiteman, and has | 
been in hotels, radio and shows as 
a singer, last opposite Mitzi Green in 
‘Babes in Arms.” This marks his 
preem as a maestro. Capable on the 
violin and reeds, he plays little, how- 
but emphasizes his batoning 


Hope, 





/nating with (Miss) Tony Hope, nee 
|Gloria Trope, socialite songstress 
who handles the femme vocals well. 
Max Surbin is the rhumba_ band- 
within-a-band (6), that alternates on 
the relief sessions when Heatherton’'s 
major unit (11) goes off. 


The band as a dance combo is | 

more than adequate, judging by the | 
customer response. Setup is not too | 
blaring. There are two violins, bass, 
accordion and piano for the rhythm | 
section, with the brass and reeds | 
equally divided for smooth dansapa- | 
tion. Young Heatherton is a per- | 
| sonality at the helm, and his own 
| voeal accomplishments do much to 
| highlight the aggregation. 
Specially put together for the) 
| Rainbow Room engagement, it’s not | 
|a casual combo and should do well | 
with the youngsters. It’s not too 
driving, but delivers snappily for the 
| hoof music, ideal for a spot like the 
| Rockefeller nitery and for class 
‘hotels. The RR’s radio builder-up- 
|pering should help further. Abel. 








MAX ADKINS ORCHESTRA (14) 
Riviera Club, Pittsburgh 

Simply by dropping the string 
section and adding Ray Englert, who 
doubles as guitar player and vocal- 
ist, Max Adkins has converted his 
Stanley theatre house band into a 
first-class dance outfit. When WB 
deluxer dropped shows for the 


summer, Adkins wanted to keep the 
organization together with an eye 
to resumption of flesh at the Stanley 
in the fall and put the idea to them 
|of continuing as a cafe crew. They | 
all agreed, went into the Riviera 
|as a test spot, and the clicko has 
been big and instantaneous. 
| That's not surprising, however. 
| Practically all of Adkins’ men have 
| had considerable dance experience. 
| Adkins himself is a top-notch ar- | 
|ranger and with the WCAE Aijr- | 
| liners acquired a reputation for be- 
| ing a swingeroo whiz on both the | 
|clarinet and sax. So the odds were | 
Of course, there’s still | 








| 


|all with him 


| work to be done, and lots of it. The 
irhythms are a bit rough and the 
} ensemble work isn’t quite all it! 


| should be yet, but with a period of | 
continued rehearsing, getting the 
theatre pit stuff out of their system | 
and finding the dance floor range 
again, the Adkins band should be 
| okay. 


Orchestra consists of five reeds, | 
Adkins included, five brass, gufar, | 
fedeee, bass and piano. Men are all | 
|expert musicians and crack soloists, 
too, and they have plenty to go on} 
with maestro’s slick arrangements. 
Sax-clarinet section is the tops, but | 
trumpets (3) and trombs (2) are not 
|far behind, and their hot stuff is | 
lin the groove for the younger crowd. 


’ . ° ' 
| But crew's just as exacting on the | 


|dulcet side, particularly when Ad- 
|kins is soloing and carrying the| 
|load. What crew needs most now is | 


|a group of novelties, an absolute 
| necessity today; musically, they are 
j;ably fortified everywhere, and a 
| pushover for even the most discrim- 
| inating terpers. 

| So far Adkins doesn’t have a 
|femme warbler but is considering | 
adding one. At the moment, Englert 
= carrying the vocal burden. He 
|}once had a small dance combo of 
his own (at the Pines in Pittsburgh) | 
jand has soft, pleasant pipes that | 
|}come through the mike effectively. | 
| Could use a bit more salesmanship | 


iin his delivery, though, it’s too 
casual 
Band doesn’t follow any particu- 


lar style, preferring to keep an even 
| balance, but would seem to lean to | 
Glen Gray, if any comparisons are | 
|to be made. Outfit is being booked | 
by Joe Hiller, CRA’s rep in Smoky 
City. Cohen. | 


; | 


| switching from a banquet to an hors 


| Warners. 
| 


| for Metro’s ‘Bad Man of Wyoming.’ 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (June 24-30). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m, to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, t stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
listings. 





GRAND 

TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Megane Gad £18) occ cee vteedecusesenndeeevbeedeveevbeed SE a Seve kan 28 
Imagination (12).........sceccesececes peseescccccccece | Og eS 27 
I’m Stepping Out with a Memory Tonight (3)......... Robbins ....... 23 
Thogil Bea Care: UB). «<u ois cc.ndcsncce ces eRinsererececoes Wremmerk .....6 21 
You're Lonely and I’m Lonely (7)...+La. Purchase.... Berlin ........ 21 
Meet the Sun Halfway (8)...*If | Had My Way...... a 20 
Hear My Song, Violetta (6)......... cc cece ceceeee eens Crawford ..... 19 
Danny Boy (11)... ..ccccvcccccevsccccssecseseeseveses American ., 18 
i SR eth bedeln ta) ode eee Eh eee a | ey eae 18 
EC ee es OU CB) ccs s cisebese bs cckdectenne sens a EP CY ee eee 18 
ES EY PES SEEN FOE LON CETTE OE ETE Shapiro ....... 138 
Sant Eiewee Tou -ABPIOTe LO) ici ee ss 6s can’ veeneet ES ee 17 
Woodpecker Song (18)... ..icecscsccccscsicvcccvcccces Robbins ....... 16 
Bine Lovebird (7)..."Lillian Russell .....ccccccccvccces ae TR 15 
Playmates (14)...0.cscccscccccccsescsccssesevcsevcces SET so ks.03 15 
I'm Nobody’s Baby (3)...*Andy Hardy Debutante’..... ee 14 
My! My! (12)...*Buck Benny Rides Again............. a. Eee id 
Where Was I? (i3)...*’Til We Meet Again........... SeMEEEG dacsics 14 
You Can’t Brush Me Off (5)...+Louisiana Purchase... Berlin ....... ‘38 
Dee cO UO: TOURNE CIO) oie ie ites coco sc ccetestsevees Pere 13 
Say It (12)...*Buck Benny Rides Again............... ASA 13 
aioe: Teme We Gees MIG) iS i cc 'cc os be cab bees Me ciecees Ea 13 
Tennessee Fish Fry (7)...*American Jubilee.......... Cneppell ....:. 13 
Yours Is My Heart Alone (9)...¢Land of Smiles...... PEED bc ectece 13 
Pe DIOVOE NEE PANNE AO) os cvctaccceccscencdeseevenes VES ree » & 
Halfway Down the Street: (1). 00. ccss es ecencecnsede . Words & Music. li 
Haven't Time Be Millionaire (6)...*If I Had My Way..Santly ........ il 
Tonight (Perfidia) (8)......c..esceseccercccnscscveces Southern ...... 10 
April Played the Fiddle (2)...*If I Had My Way...... dn 6 40 on 9 
NE he NE ERIE TG ook oC E ETE TE CE Famous ....... 9 
All This, and Heaven Too (2)...*ATHT............. A, ar 8 
ee ee ee OO Oe ceca cokes ehs eee es pee ees Harms ......-. 8 
Hor Name Was, ROditn (8) oie cc ccc cet dese esscecsees Ghepiro.......- 8 
Madame: LS Zone (SB)... ees cece cece sec cccdensceweces SNES ete neinns « 8 





Music Notes 


Music,’ the title number by Bur- 
ton Lane and Frank Loesser, and 
‘Lovable Sort of a Person,” by 
Loesser and Victor Young. 


Cliford Shaw, of WAVE, Louis- 
ville, sold to G. Schirmer & Co. his 
‘Vienna Fragment.’ Being released 
as part of a ‘Dances of Vienna’ series 
by the publisher. 











Richard Hageman composing mu-, 
sic for ‘The Long Voyage Home’ at 
Walter Wanger’s. 





Bronislau Kaper and 
for 


Gus Kahn, 
Earl Brent dreaming up songs 
‘Go West’ at Metro 


Leo Forbstein doing the musical 
score for ‘They Drive by Night’ at 


Mills Music, Inc., is publishing 
‘South of Pago Pago,” tune in the 
Ed Small picture of the same name 
which United Artists is releasing. 


David Snell composing the score 


Jimmy Van Heusen to write tunes 
for ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ at Para- 
mount. 


Maka Record, Ine., New York, has 
been dissolved. Sydney M. Spector, | 
521 Fifth avenue, N. Y. C., filed the 
papers. an oe 

George R. Brown, Jules Stvne and 
Sol Meyer doing songs for Repub- 
lic’s ‘The Girl from Havana.’ 


Ann Ronell wrote words and mu- 
sic for ‘We Win in Love,’ currently 
being sung in the stage musical, “The 


Merry Wives Swing It,’ in Holly- Gene Autry and Johnny Marvin 
wood, cleffed ‘Oh, Oh, Oh,” and ‘On the 
Gai is Range,’ to be sung in ‘Ride, Tender- 

Jimmy McHugh writing the music | f00t, Ride.’ 


| Ted J. Grouya, Metro’s music 
manager in France, now in New York 
indef, 


for the Kay Kyser picture at RKO. 
Franz Waxman supervises the final 
scoring for Metro’s “Sporting Blood.’ 





Phil Ohman got the scoring job on 
Hal Roach’s ‘Captain Caution,’ 


—_—— 


Church Protest 


Ls CONtinued from page 2__. 


| Canada’s largest morning paper fie 








Andy Iona’s song, ‘A Million Moons 
Over Hawaii,’ is due soon for intro- 


| duction and publication by Bing/ nally cutting his statement and re- 
Crosby. Meanwhile Iona and Lew | legating this to the ‘letters to the 
Pollack cleffed another ditty, | editor’ department. Impasse gained 


‘How’ ja’do.” the 


momentum, however, when 

| churches took up Webber’s battle. 
Feared Sunday Pix 

Pulpit blasts charged that the pro- 
posed trans-Canada benefit was the 
thin edge of the wedge for Sunday 
pix in this country. Suggestion was 
made that if the film industry 
wanted to make a contribution to 
Canada’s war chest, the way to do 
this was donate part of their pro- 
ceeds on one of their legal busin 
days of the week. 

Such opposition saw several the- 
atre owners climbing on the ecclesi- 
astical bandwagon. Upshot was 
that a general meeting was 1 
here and benefit date has been trans- 
ferred to Monday, July 15, at 10 p.m. 


Al Newman is 
on two 20th-Fox 
No. 1’ and ‘Young 


doing scoring jobs 
films, ‘Public Deb 
People.’ 

David Snell was handed the scor- 
ing job on ‘The Golden Fleecing’ at 
Metro. 


David Buttolph 
musical 
ried,’ formerly 


is arranging the 
score for ‘The Man I Mar- 
‘I Married a Nazi,’ 
Lasses White sold two songs for | 
in Republic’s ‘Oklahoma Out- 
laws.’ Ditties are ‘Minstrel Over- 
ture’ and ‘Way Down in Texas.’ 


SS 


use 


calle 





novelty at the Village Vanguard, in | d’oeuvres. Paramount director Mit- 


New York’s Greenwich Village, with 
their Trinidad tempos. Their musical 
observations and advice, in broken 
rhymes and rhythm, as dispensed by 
this dusky crew, are more sage than 
iambic pentameter. ‘Macbeth,’ solo 
Specialist, is a standout. The nice- 
looking tenor up front, one suspects, 
is Clark, until the latter comes forth 
from behind his guitar in the back- 
ground. He’s seemingly the brain- 
trust of the combo. It’s a good- 
humored interlude, and already an 
eee Greenwich Village cafe 
araw, 





| St. Regis hotel roof (N. Y.) is 
'taking too drastic a cut with Liv- 
ingston Gearhart and Virginia Mor- 
| ley, corking twin Steinwayists, as the 
sole divertissement. It’s a case of 


| chell Leisen’s elaborate revue, just 
closed, was replaced by Gearhart- 
Morley as a July-August fill-in. 
They’re a charming pair with their 
concerty dual solos, and ideal for a 
spot like the Brevoort Supper Club 
and kindred intime rooms. But in 
the ultra St. Regis it’s too much of a 
cheater. Would be better, since Gas- 
ton Lauryssen, managing director of 
the hotel, insists it’s a necessity, just 
to try and get by with the Hal 
Saunders dance band. 
or add a class ballroom team which, 
with the pianologists, would be a 
nice interlude without tipping the 
mitt on the budgetitis too drastically. 
As it is, they do too much and don’t 
arrest sufficient interest. Per 
usual, Miss Morley is a photogenic 
| soloist who rates a screentest. Abel, 





nap nana 


Either that, | 


Murray Wizell now with Mills Mu- 
sic professional dept. 

Charles Rinker, Feist contact man, 
| operated on for a spinal ailment at 
| Post Graduate Hospital, New York. 
Johnny Mercer and Jimmy Mc- 
| Hugh will do the score of the next 
| Kay Kyser picture for RKO. 


Paul Mertz doing the musical 





Peter Tinturin writing ditties for 
‘Young Bill Hickok’ at Republic. 
Famous will publish four tunes 
from. Paramount’s ‘Dancing On a 
Dime” They are ‘Manana,’ ‘I Hear 


eee ee ae 


Representatives of the film industry 
have left headquarters here by plane 


| and train to handle the organization 


| 


work across Canada. A tax of 2c a 
seat has been levied on all theatres 
to cover costs of organization, the 
traveling expenses of visiting stars, 


| national advertising, etc. 


score for ‘Before I Die’ at Columbia. | 


Admission to theatres will be free 
but audience must buy War Saving 
Stamps at the boxoffice with which 
they will receive courtesy tickets 
with the specified number of stamps. 
Stamps sell at 25c each, with $4 
worth being worth $5 seven years 
hence. Likely that admission to the 
smaller houses will be two stamps 
(50c) with scale rising to as high 45 
$4 worth of stamps at key theatres 
where stars are making personals. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Mercer & Morris publishing firm has heard from another quarter in the 
matter of having a prior right to the title, ‘1 Am an American’. Boston | 
Music Co. last week advised M & M that it has been the sales agent for a 
number with the like moniker since 1938 and that the copyright on the | 
june is owned by the American Panegyric Association, a patriotic group. | 
Famous Music Corp. has been the sales agent since 1933 of still another | 
‘} Am an American,’ with Marie T. Laying, the writer, holding the copy- | 
yight to this one. It’s the M & M version that has been getting the plugs 
put the similarity of titles has caused much confusion for music dealers. 

Two of the major phonograph record companies have let down the bars 
pgainst patriotic or war tunes. Victor is having Gordon Gray record it, | 
while Gene Krupa has been assigned to cut it for Columbia. 

As a result of the conflicts in title Mercer & Morris has changed the 
caption on its own song to ‘Shout Wherever You May Be—I Am an 
American’. 





The late Dr. Will Grosz, whose ‘Make-Believe Island’ is the No. 1 song 
today, had this tune picked by Jack Robbins from a fiock of manuscripts. 
Reason for its post-mortem hitdom is due to the great care given the num- 
per in its preparation. For example, Domeni¢o Savino, Robbins’ music 
editor, switched one phrase. Vernon Duke contributed the verse. Nick | 
Kenny, the lyricist, submitted some 20 titles before Robbins chose one. 
‘Honeymoon Island’ was the nearest, until the publisher kiddingly accused | 


the N. Y. Mirror's radio editor and lyricist that he (Kenny) was building | Milwaukee. 


himself up for a free trip to that Georgia retreat for honeymooners. ‘Make- | 
Betieve Island’ was the final title. Joe McCarthy also put in a line or 
two; ditto Robbins, who has been prone to switch phrases and titles. And | 
finally, in order to get away from any suggestion that it smacked too much | 
of ‘Harbor Lights, which Grosz also composed, it was again given a slight | 
switch in tempo. Miller Music, an affiliated Robbins-Metre firm, publishes. | 


Band leader who has come up am: 
isn’t carrying his new-found success very easily. Recently he played a | 
week at a deluxe theatre in a key city and after opening show, head of cir- 
cuit directing the house, went backstave to see maestro to make a couple 
of suggestions. That’s the usual procedure. Exec was told that the mighty 
man of music was ‘resting’ and had left orders not to be disturbed. Oper- | 
stor burned plenty and told all within hearing distance that band had 
played its last date at his house. Band leader's personal rep heard about 
incident few minutes later, hurriedly put the bee in his charge’s bonnet 
and sent him flying two blocks away to a restaurant, where theatre biggie 
was Junching, with profuse apologies about his behavior. Exhib smiled 
it off but ‘tis said he hasn't forgotten, 
show biz who have played his house were always ready for the customary 
conference following the opening show. 


Result of Martin Block’s 21-station band popularity poll again put Glenn 
Miller’s band at the top of the band heap. Block’s votes were gathered 
via his National Biscuit Co. transcriptions and the live Make-Believe- 
Ballroom show on WNEW, N. Y. Block left on a vacation trip (with more 
farewell speeches than a Shakespearean actor) to the Coast after the poll 


| Beach, Rochester, 


Eastwood Gardens, 
7 | Municipal Auditorium, St. 


| Pa.; 


ing the leaders in only the last year , Willows, 


| Boston; 
| tre, Baltimore. 


remembering that biggest stars 4 


j 











Pinky Tomlin, July 19, week, Ori- | 


‘ental theatre, Chicago. 


Will Bradley, July 
N. Y. 
Del Courtney, July 6, 
| Beach Club, Ocean Beach, N. J.; 13, 
Dorney Park, Allentown, Pa.: 27, 
four weeks, Claridge hotel, Mem- 
phis. 


Duke Ellington, 


19, 


Ocean 


July 26, week, 
Detroit; Aug. 27, 
Louis. 

George Hall, July 5, Ocean Beach 
Pier, Clear Lake, Mich.; 6, Lake 
Breeze hotel, Buckeye Lake, Mich.; 
10, Westmont Grove, Johnstown, 
11, Crystal Park, B., Cumber- 
Jand, Md.; 22, Sans Souci Park, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


| 
| Claude Hopkins, July 3, Rosedale 


| Beach, Millsboro, 
Ted Lewis, 


Del. 
July 6, Bemus Point 


| Casino, Bemus Point, N. Y.; 11, Co- 
lonial hotel, Rochester, Ind.: 14, 
Modernistic B., State Fair Park, 


George Olsen, Aug. 3. Val Air B., 
Des Moines. 

Ramon Ramos, July 6, Northmoor 
Country Club, Ravinia, II. 

Johnny Long, July 13, two weeks, 
Hunt's Casino, Wildwood, N. J. 

Lani McIntire, July 10, indef., 
Pittsburgh. 
Glenn Miller, Sept. 5 
Sept. 13, week, 


week, RKO 
Hipp thea- 


Manitou | 


Band Bookings | Chilly June Slows Dance Spots 


But July Prospects Looking Up 





British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending June &) 


(6 Pence Numbers) 


‘Dreams Grow Old’....Feldman 
‘Don't Pass Me’.. .Gay.. 
"Made: Me Care’: ccedsess Norris 
“ewe GR BUN si hi ccs daze Wceod 
‘Curtain Down’...... Cinephonic 
‘No Souvenirs’............Wright 
‘Oh! Johnny’...... Fry ee pl ay 
‘Singing Hills’......... Connolly 
‘Boy On Leave’.......-: Maurice 


‘Mocking Bird Lane’..Wide World 
(Shilling Numbers) 


“Woodpecker Song’.......... Sun 
‘Falling in Love’....... Maurice 
yo | ee Maurice 
‘Over Rainhow’....6. 006.0 Day 
"een 36. DIM 6 oes Seeks Prowse 








BEN GOODMAN 


TAKING HEALTH 


LAYOFF 


Terry Shand, July 16, three weeks, | 


Aragon B., Chicago. 


TIFF UP T0 
PETRILLO 


was completed Friday (28), ‘guest bandleaders, etc., taking over spieling : i 
his record show. | Contract tiff between General 
Miller drove in first with 44,446 votes, Tommy Dorsey followed with Ammen Cp ge Artie Shaw 
23,645, Benny Goodman, 16,321; Sammy Kaye, 13,854; Kay Kyser, 11,619; | '=, DOW 3”, the hands of James Pe- 
SS : 2 Pi Sage trillo, head of the American Federa- 
ne ond y i oe ery snarig bs, pve oo ~~ — aan Artie srt tion of Musicians. Latter has up- 
0064, ANG Jan Savi « fere ; z s. whic . : . 
hopped ur yodiorvhoan Mragahd pent wl lar ine ceed got ig Gaaae nel the legality of Shaw s obliga- 
‘ : . : : ened: Ml agree “ “| tion to the booking office but has 
Herman was 14, Harry James, 13, and Erskine Hawkins, 16th. 
Frobably sensing that the effect of its strict ensemble arrangements 
may be palling, Glenn Miller’s band is going in more and more for solo} 
instrumental breaks of late. One of the most appealing things about 
Miller’s band, which helped to push him to the top, and which showed in 
either his sweet or swing arrangements, was the fine color and harmony 
he derived from arrangements calling for various sections of the band 
tc work as units. Rarely did he make provision for instrumental breaks. 
Currently the leader is strengthening the spotlight on various members 
of his group and has made several chances to bring in ‘takeoff’ men. Num- 
ber of his latest records include solos on drums, sax and trumpet, includ- 
ing one long one on recent recording of ‘Bugle Cail Reg, something never 
before encountered on a Miller disc. 
| 
One of the major problems in musician circles these days are the me- 
chanical purveyors of music. What the new AFM prexy, James C. Petrillo, 
will or can do about it is the No. 1 topic for discussion in the trade these 
aiays 
Peirijlo’s advent to N. Y. the week before was heralded by Phil Spitalny 
and his all-femme band meeting him at the siation, playing ‘Hail the Chief,’ 
aided by Rudy Vuillee, Abe Lyman, the Dorsey brothers, et al., among 
those present upon his arrival. 
Howard Benneit, who retired from the field of successful musical comedy 


composing 25 years ago to join his father in a Schenectady contracting 
business, has resumed song writing. A number of his compositions have 
recently been featured by the WGY Little Concert Oichestra and by the 


group which Edward A. Rice directs on the program called ‘Silver Strings,’ 
fed by WGY to NBC red. A half-hour, consisting of specially-arranged 
excerpts from Bennett's ‘Romance, ‘Nocturne,’ ‘Pekin Episode’ and 
‘Dreams,’ was aired on NBC. Bennett, 2 pianist, did no composing fon 
more than 20 vears, but took it up again following the death of his wife in 
1938. 

Decca Records has withdrawn the recordings of the song ‘WPA’ which 
irked New York local 802 of the American Federation of Musicians inte 
yequesting that such action be taken. Victor, which had a Glenn Miller 
version of the tune ready for release will not let it go out Decca’s cut- 
lings were made by Jan Savitt, Skeets Tolbert and Louis Armstrong-Mills 
Brothers ; 

Columbia Records hed expected to make the tune with revised Ivrics 
That will be shelved, too. 

Reg Connolly, London music publisher, had some $30,000 in the U. S. 


which the British government made him convert inte pounds only recently. 


Meantime he’s in New York now with only nominal funds, under existing 
British laws, in the midst of consummating # deal to take over a U. S. 
firm with Irwin Dash. Latter is associated with Connolly's London music 


Publishing interests. 


Santly-Jov-Select, Inc., is restricting the air performance of ‘] Can't Get 
Indiana Off My Mind,’ a Hoagy Carmichael composition, until the end of 
July so that the phonograph recording companies can have something of 
#n edge in merchandising their versions of the tune Its a two-week 
sUvantage, since the disc releases are set for the middle of this month. 


Richard Mchaupt, refugee (although Aryan) composer from Berlin, 
has been commissioned by the Radio City Music Hall] to de another special 
Overture follo wing the success of his recent ‘Marinka’ there. Schirmer is 
publishing lattex Mohaupt was a pro minent German film score writer be- 
fore coming here with his wife, a Jewess. 


an 


yet 


GAC claims that its 
managerial contract with Shaw has 
three years to go and is insisting 
that Shaw, who has now returned to 
activity, go through with it. 

GAC took its case to the union 
after Shaw was booked on the new 
Burns and Allen show (Spam-NBC) 
by the William Morris office. Lat- 
ter office is also supposed to have 
booked Shaw into the Cocoanut 
Grove, Los Angeles, opening date as 
indefinite 


deferred action. 


Shaw-Lana Turner Split 
Hollywood, July 2. 
Coast reports have it that Artie 
Shaw and Lana Turner, Métro siarlet, 
irried last February are on the 
of splitting up matrimonially 


mi 
verge 


Merie Jacobs to Manage 


Noble, Hoagland, Lucas 


Cleveland, July 3. 
Merle Jacobs, who quit MCA’s 
Cleveland offices to go into the per- 


sonal-band-management field, has 


taken uncer his wing Leighton No- 
ble’s outfit now playing at Cleveland 
Hotel’s Bronze Room Also signed 
Everett Hoagland, one-nighting at 
present, and Clyde Lucas to manage 
their crews 

Despite the split, Jacobs is to work 
in conjunction with MCA which 
books the three crews, following ex- 
ample of Seymour Heller, who re- 
cently left MCA to manager Ted Fio 
Rit 





Pix Ad Media 


Continued from page 1 
glad to accept this addiiional reve- 
nue. 

The Erwin, Wasey ad agency is 
exploiting Oxydol, among other ac- 
counts, in this manner. J. Walter 
Thompson has several accounts, In- 
cluding Rinso and Horlick’s Gau- 
mont-British is using Anson Dyer, 
foremost loca] cartoonist, for com- 
edy cartoons, a la Disney, to push 

Bu rad eis. Mather & Crow 
ther, biggest local publicist have 
John P. Myers scripting a2 series of 
shorts, headed by local film Siars, 
boosting Lux, and are also jooking 
efter the publicity of e big earma- 


ment company. 


ARTIE SHAW 


lis breaking up. 
'go into the Mayo clinic in Rochester, 


Catalina, Cal., July 2. 

| After much on-and-off-againing, 
Benny Goodman’s band goes on 
inotice during the month of August, 
‘but that does not mean the maestro 
lis retiring or the Goodman orchestra 
The maestro mfst 


Minn., for a checkup on a bother- 
some sciatic nerve condition. This 
is a switch on previous plans to 


_check in at a Boston hospital and 


price 


thence to Maine to recuperate. 
Deferring all medical plans is a 
late-minute deal just set by Music 
Corp. of America for Goodman to 
make ‘Hit Parade’ for Republic right 


after he closes here at St. Catherine’s | 


hotel, in Avalon, on July 14. The 
film will consume 10 days, to be 
lowed by a week of one-nighters. 
previously set, 
manites go on notice. 

Maestro gave the band its notice 
last week, in anticipation of the July 
14 closing here, until the 
came along, which sets it back. 

Goodman is due to go 
Meadowbrook, New Jersey 
house, Sept. 3, inaugurating that inn’s 
fall season. Proposal to book the 


into 


band with Ziggy Elman at its helm | 


couldn't be consummated due to the 
differential when dance pro- 

were apprised Goodman 
be with the organization 


moters 


would not 


RED TAPE WINS AGAIN 


Flving Across Lake Saves Time But 
Law Prohibits 


Cleveland, July 2. 
Auto drive from Cleveland to Port 
Stanley Pavilion in Ontario, which 
Howard Baumen handles for MCA 
offices here, is such a tough nine- 
hour grind that the tired booker who 
makes it weekly decided to find a 

short-cut for bands going up there. 
Discovered, by looking at a map, 
that flying distance across Lake Erie 
wes only about 60 miles against the 
250-mile roundabout route buses 
must follow. Owner of a large com- 
mercial airplane gave Baumen an 
attractive rate to fly up musicians 

but there were a couple of catches. 
Department of transport informed 
m that nee Port Stanley was not 
official Canadian port of entry, 
there would be some rediape. Spe- 


tg 


cial customs and immigration offi- 
10 be 
horn- 


and 


told, would have 
oit to okay the 
their instruments 
Hancocks on 


cials, he wi 
Det 


bond 


sent from 


iooters, 
a dozen 
After getting a 
red- tape lengthen- 
Baumen disgust- 
idea into the 
to the Ontario 
have to drive 


vet their John 
special documents 
load of the extra 
ing his short-cut, 
edly threw the flying 
lake, so bands going 
ilion will still 


pay up 
way. 


the hard 


Owens’ pe i cncaliedl 


San Francisco, July 2. 
Owens’ Stra Expanded is set for 
an addition six weeks at the St 
Francis, San Francisco. 
New Owens’ song, ‘Poi, 
Will Make a Man of You,’ 
here with Kenny Allen 
lyrics, is getting across 
n Francisco crowd. 


nd 


My 
introduced 
singing the 
with the 


fol- | 


whereupon the Good- | 


Rep film | 


road- | 


Boy, 


Halfway through the summer sea- 
| son, the one-night dance band busi- 
|; ness around the country is generally 


| off. Unusual of and 


| cold weather is responsible for the 


greater part of the poor take, dip- 


pins many promoters wel] into red 
ink. One Pennsylvania operator 
claims to be almost $40,000 in the 
hole already, but, like all of the 
spots, is looking forward to the holi- 
day stretch beginning tonight 
(Wednesday) to help pull out. 

Promoters are squawking that 
some of the guaranteed draw names 
are overpriced and they get hurt 
when business is not commensurate 
with reputations. One of the big- 
gest names in the country trekked 
west recently and left a trail of red 
behind him. As a_.rule however, 
| when such top names take’a dive of- 
fices which book them make ‘adjust- 
—— to enable the promoter to 

up some of the lost ground. 
rp is currently a standard prac- 
| tice with some agencies. 

Strangely enough it’s a group of 
| scans priced crews that are being 
| more successful, on the average, than 
\the top flight groups. Woody Her- 
;man, Gene Krupa, etc., are listed in 
|that category. Only park to fade 
\from the picture entirely, after it 
was Clipped three or four times run- 


amount rain 





ning, was Riverside Park, Spring- 
field, Mass. It stopped using name 
bands. 








BOSTON WARS 
ON CUT-RATE 
CLASSICALS 


Boston, July 2 
Backers phonograph 


selling project c 


of a record 
alling itself the Com- 
| mittee for the Development of Ap- 
preciation of Music has turned to 
radio to sell its wares, following the 
| refusal of Boston newspapers to take 
its advertising. The local papers 
took the stand that the committee's 
low price of $1.69 for three, or four 
12-inch records was not for the best 
interest of local record distributors. 


The exception to this ban was the 
Christian Science Monitor. 

The chagrined promoters of the 
classical records sales drive found 


support for their feud with the Bos- 


ton dailies among some suburban 
papers. The Reading Chronicle, for 
instance, editorialized: ‘Unfortunate- 
ly pressure brought to bear upon 
Boston newspapers through some 
large advertisers has prevented the 
| advertising of the sale of records, 
|} and therefore information has had 
to be disseminated through the ra- 
dio and by word of mouth. In 
Boston, ‘the center of music,’ this 
co-operation is refused However, 
music lovers of Boston are too many 
and too astute to permit its press to 
prevent the enjoyment of this fine 
music.’ 

Local disc dealers state that no- 
body is trying to prevent Boston 
music lovers from ‘enjoying this fine 
music’. Al] they are interested in 
is to protect themselves against the 


underloading at cutrates of carloads 


of records bought up from over- 
loaded distribs in other parts of the 
country. 


BOB WEEMS OPERATES 
GENERAL’S CINCY POST 


General Acdieepeiiied Corp. opened 
a new office in Cincinnati Monday 
(1). Bob Weems, formerly in New 


, York but in the past several months 


out on the road, will head the lay- 
out. We had been sandwiching his 
working that territory with looking 
over the advisability of establishing 
the new branch. 

Ann Richardson, office head in 
New York, went west for vacation 
at French Lick Springs, also stop- 
ping at opening 

Glen Gray, Inc., dissolved at Al- 
bany, N. Y. Papers filed by Gray’s 
attorney's Lydecker & Voss, wiped 


oft dead setup. Main organization is 
; Casa Loma Orchestra, Inc. 


ee ae ge 
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Conn. Supreme Court Upholds Law 


Banning Femme Workers After 10 PM. 


ee 


Hartford, July 2. 


Validity of the Connecticut law, 
prohibiting the employment of 
femme entertainers or musicians in 
restaurants, cafes, dining rooms and 
nizht clubs, was upheld by the state 
supreme court last week. Opinion 
»f court was unanimous. Law, how- 
ever, doesn’t prevent femme enter- 
tainment at private parties, ban- 
quets, etc. 

Leaves two moves open to femme 
entertainers. One an appeal to the 
United States Supreme Court, claim- 
ing unconstitutionality, and other 
action in the 1941 legislature. 
tainers are pinning their hope on the 
latter and are preparing for an ex- 
pansive propaganda move and lobby- 
ing. 

As a result of the court decision, 
State Labor Commissioner Cornelius 
J. Danaher, Monday (1), announced 
that, in view of the decision, his of- 
fice would take an active part in the 
prosecution of the law. Prior to the 
decision, the labor office had acted 
gnly in case of written complaint. 

The law prohibits the employment 
of women in the varied establish- 
ments between the hours of 10 p.m 
and 6 a.m. Only exceptions are em- 
ployees of hotels and those whose 
work classifies them as public ser- 
vants, nurses, doctors, hygienists, etc. 

Hotel Dodge 


Enter- '| 


Feeling that it will be a long time | 


before any direct change will be 
maae in the law to allow feminine 


| the q. t. 


entertainment, several roadspots and | 


niteries have aiready converted their | .. stare adding an extra relief tax| 


establishments into hotels, thus put- 
ting themselves outside the law in 
the presentation of female enter- 
tainers. 

Two spots in territory surrounding 
Hartford have already been con- 
verted into hotels—the Chanticleer 
Inn, at nearby Rocky Hill, and the 
Villa Marie, in Glastonbury. 

All that is necessary to operate as 


a hotel is to have several rooms 
available for transient trade and a 
liquor license granted under the 


hotel provisions of the liquor law 
Court reached its decision after de- 
nying an appeal by Beatrice Dou- 
court, of Bridgeport, for an_ in- 
junction against the State Labor 
Department. Miss Doucourt, a mu- 
sician, had ‘sought a permanent 
injunction that would allow her, as 
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FEATURED IN 
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LONDON 
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NITE CLUBS TRY 
TO BEAT NEW 
BOOZE TAX 


Philadelphia, July 2. 
Cafe owners went on a booze-buy- 


| Saranac Lake 


| By Happy Benway 

Saranac, July 2. 
ex-NVA-ite who 
summer run of 
and left for 


Jackie Roberts, 
was bovked for a 
ozoning, got an okay 
Long Island. 

Danny Sullivan, of the Sullivan 
acrobats, is on the upbeat 

O. J. Bach carnival, playing one 
week here under the auspices 
the Odd Fellows lodge, makes it 
open house for the colony. 


well as other femme entertainers, to 
work after 10 p.m. 

Court told her that if exceptions | 
are to be made, it is for the legis- 
lature to make them. Also pointed | 
out that the legislature had in mind | 
the prevention of immorality which | 
might result from the employment of | 
women after 10 at night. 


been fighting a siege of setbacks, is 
now getting minor exercises. Her 
husband, Eugene, music arranger, is 
also here for treatment. They are 
at 24 St. Bernard street 

Earl Larimore, who did_ tricks 
with cards and coins in the old days 
of vaudeville, is about ready to get 
his go-home diploma from Traudeau 
Sanatorium. 

Paul Gillory, who was here for 15 
months, is Louisiana bound with ab- 
solute okay. Ditto for Adrian Jaffa, 
who is on his way to Passaic, N. J. 

Among those at the Will Rogers 
who are up for mild exercise are 
Bina Rogers, Maxine Miller, Marie 
Froom, Patricia Wallace, Max 
Smallens, Al Walker. Cliff Heather 





ing spree Saturday (29) in an effort 
to stock up on wet goods before the 
higher liquor prices with the new} 
defense tax tacked on went into ef- | 
fect yesterday (Monday). 

The State Liquor Control law lim- 
its the amount of whisky owned by 
a retailer at any one time to 100 gal- 
lons, and virtually every. nitery oper- 
ator had bought up to the limit. 
Some were reported to have built 
storage vaults or safes on their prem- 
ises to keep added stocks bought on 


Prices on 100-proof liquor in Penn- 
sylvania were hiked $1.28 a gallon— 





on top of the Federal levy. Oper- | 
ators of midtown clubs and hotel bars 
said they would probably be forced | 


' to raise the prices of Scotch drinks a | 








nickel. The usual summer slump in | 
biz could not stand a general upping | 
of prices, they believe. 


London Clamp-Dewn On | 
Italians Hits Nite Spots. 


London, June 18. 
As a result of the clamp-down on 
Italians with that country’s entry into 


the war, very few of the firstrate 
nite spots and restaurants missed a_| 
visit from Scotland Yard and then | 
lost a figurehead. Among them 


there’s Italo Zangiacomi, general 
manager of the Piccadilly hotel since 
1927 and before that ‘Jack’ of its 
Grill for 17 years. 
lost its 
former 


lirectors Gualdi and Cazzani; 
ran the Embassy Club when 
it was in its heyday 

The Quaglino Bros were also 
caught up in the net, along with 
Fausto Stocco, generalissimo of the 
Cafe Anglais. The Monico took a 
swift farewell of manager Pani- 
Zardi: the jeal going to 
Benini of Hungaria 
and to Bianchi, head chef of the Cafe 
Royal Coverage of the catering 
trade by authorities was so complete, 
if the name closed with a vowel so 
did the joint. 


same 


th 
Line 
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MANAGER 


The Monseigneur | 


Restaurant | 


and Charles Howard were handed 
a time-table and an okay report. 
Peggy McCarthy came back for a 
checkup, which was good. She re- 
turned to N. Y. 
Write te those who are ill. 


The Hollywood, Cafe 
In Galveston, Raided 
By State Rum Solons 


° Houston, July 2. 

Hollywood Dinner Club, Sam 
Maceo’s swanky nitery located on 
Galveston Island, just outside the 
city limits of Galveston, was raided 
Friday night (28) by state liquor au- 
thorities. They seized a quantity of 
assorted liquors and announced that 
cancellation of the club’s license to 
sell light wines and beers would be 
sought. 

Gerald Franklin, district supervi- 
sor for the state liquor control board, 
| who headed the raiding party, said 
| that operators of the club claimed it 
| was being operated as a private es- 
| tablishment, open only to members 
|but that he found no barriers or 
guards to prevent anyone entering. 





Under Texas law, liquor may be 
sold only at package stores and not 
by the drink. 


The Hollywood Club was reopened 
recently, after having been closed in 
1936 when state rangers clamped 
down on gambling Richard Him- 
| ber, whose band reopened the club, 


was playing his final night when the 


ind his Casa 
the 


Glen Cray 


yoened 


| raid 
Loma orch 
night (Saturday), 


came 





015 YEARS AGOce 


(From Variety) 





‘American films were 
decent British homes,’ 
|kinson, England's 
in erying out 
sophisticated 
country 


menacing 
said G. A, At- 
persuasive critic, 
azainst ‘the torrent of 
yarbarism’ 


floo his 


Radio was 
subway 


a New York 
The radio 


dying out, 
guard confided 





carded by the home-going crowd, he 


following 





of | Purchase’ 


| 





New 





Aels 





CAROL BRUCE 


Songs 
Cafe Pierre, N. Y. 
A few months ago Carol 


band and her bookings were sparse. 


She started swing-singing ‘Louisiana’ C, B, Cochran 


in the Irving Berlin mu- 


sical of that name, among 


| YOLA GALLI 
Comedienne 
'8 Mins. 


Bruce Rainbow Room, N. Y. 
was a fugitive from Larry Clinton's | 


Yola Galli has been around, nota- 
| bly in London and Paris revues for 
and Clifford ¢€, 
Fischer. She’s back in New York by 


other way of the Copacabana Casino, Rio 


| tunes, and today Miss Bruce ts on a de Janeiro, and the Brazilian infu- 
dagger od Cane gee oom, bicycle between special ang ae for} ence is what gives her an entirely 
rs. Bugene aizman, W a3} G. Schirmer, screen tests and dou-; new aura for America, capable for 





lis exclusively at 


} 


| 
| 


| stead 


bling into niteries. Spotted here by 
Felix (Fefe) Ferry, who transplant- 
ed his activties to the swank Hotel 
Pierre from the Monte Carlo, now 
closed for the season, it is a timely 
and showmanly booking. 

Miss Bruce is in the 1940 idiom, a 
personable song stylist with a fine 
sense of tune values and, withal, an 
$.a. carriage and showmanship that 
are undeniable. She registers here 
handily, running the gamut of tunes 
like the ‘Louisiana’ number, ‘Aint 
Necessarily So’ (medleyed with other 
Gershwiniana), ‘Lover Come Back to 
Me,’ ‘Madame La Zonga,” etc. She 
has an able assist in Bob Knight's 
new sextet here, a snappy dance or- 
chestra, the maestro handling an 
electric steel guitar with unusual re- 
sults. 

As evidenced in the Berlin musical, 
when the firstnighters suddenly ‘dis- 
covered’ her, Miss Bruce proves anew 
that she’s star timber, certain to be 
heard from in short order. She's 
photogenic and her couturier knows 
how to set off her chassis for best 
values. Abel, 


3 PITCHMEN 

Kazoo Comedians 

7 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Reputedly alumni of the N. Y. 
World’s Fair, where they did a pitch 
selling musical kazoos, this male trio 
—now in white ties and tails, of all 
things—are as effective in the snooty 
Rainbow Room as on the midway. 
The formal attire is presumably a 
curtsy to the Rockefellers, but the 
effect might even be more height- 
ened if they worked in Flushing 
Meadows mufti. 

However, the clothes don’t make 
the act. It’s their capers with ka- 
zoos, simulating trombone, trumpet, 
etc. The be-spectacled one is the 
fulcrum of the trio. A second also 
cuts up, and third, back-to-audience, 
the ivories. The 
No. 1 boy does Busse, McCoy, Wayne 
King and kindred takeoffs Their 
stuff is unadulterafd hoke and, in- 
of pitching for the dimes, in 
peddling the kazoos, as imaginably 


they did or could, their routine is 
a forthright presentation for laffs. 
It gives the Rainbow Room’s new 


show a fast and funny start. Abel. 


GEORGE LLOYD 
Mimic 

8 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y¥. 

Lloyd was once in the Orson Welles 
Mercury Theatre group, but notably 
has been identified with Herbert Ja- 
coby’s spots, Ruban Bleu and 
Brevoort Supper Club, N. Y., where 
he impressed more ag ‘sophisticated.’ 


the 


In cafe slang that means risque. 
That’s tabu here, but Managing Di- 
rector John Roy rightfully pegged 
him as facile and elastic, so that 
Lloyd’s takeoffs with a peanut but- 
ter sandwich: man with the jitters: 
and boy-with-a-piece-of-string are 


99 44/100 


iS pure as 


A personable youngster, totally 
|} uninhibited, looking well in a dinner 
jacket in that Noelcoward manner, 
perched on a stool for his peanut- 
butter routine, he holds ’em from 
the start 

Lloyd is another in the emphasis- 
on-comedy motif of the new show 
here. He’s an okay cafe performer 
and has plenty to take him out of 


| supplements were the first to be dis- | 
| 


j}said. Formerly they were religious- 
ily read and retained 


The cream of the 


vaude theatres 


booked in the midwest by the Gus 
Sun time was to be booked in the 
future by the Chicago Keith-Albee 
yffice, according to reports 
According to Sime’s review in 
Variety, George White’s ‘Scandals’ 
looked and sounded as though the 


}intent was to get by on-a reputation. 
“Artists and Models,’ 
his approval. 


however, won 


Fox bought West Coast Theatres, 
Inc., for $8,000,000, deal calling for 
the takeover of 100 theatres. 

Charlie Chaplin’s new film, ‘The 
Gold Rush,’ received a rave review 


at Grauman’s, Hollywood, while 
‘Paths of Paradise,’ with Betty 
Compson, Raymond Griffith and 


Tom Santschi, also got a neat rat- 
ing upon its debut at the Rivoli, New 
York. 


The Charleston was increasingly 
becoming the rage throughout the 
U.S. Many contests being organized 
in dancehalis, ete. 





the groove into a wider sphere 


Abel. 
HEE AND LEE 
Acrobatic 
10 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
| Standard lifts. balances, ete. are 
jone by white duo spotted in the 
Negro show here Boys work in 
front of a drop, with the colored 





house line backgrounding 


| presentation in niteries, vaudfilmers, 
or almost any place. 
| A personable blonde with a warm 
personality, she gives emphasis to 
,the native samba, does a ‘Broadway 
Samba’ (special), and cuts up with 
a reprise of a native hit which Elsie 
| Houston (Ruban Bleu) and Carmen 
Miranda (Streets of Paris’) first 
| brought to America. In between she 
| does a snatch of ‘Ciribiribin’ and 
| ‘Donkey Serenade.’ 

fortified herself 


| Comedienne has 

further with a canny change of pace 
jin her songalog. She can play the 
‘class and the mass joints with equal 
appeal. ss Abel 


FLASHE AND SUNDA 
| Dancing 
12 Mins.; Full 
Apollo, N. ¥. 
Ostensibly a native dance in 
conga rhythm, this is really a 


the 


flash 


turn to get the guys out front on 
edge. After a longish routine by the 
house line in West Indies native 


| garb, the girl is on for some ultra 
| wriggles in minimum togs. She has 
‘pale skin, with an okay figure, and 
she goes through writhings and 
bumps that leave nothing to the 
' imagination. 

Chocolate-skinned male partner 
then does a hectic eccentric dance, 
‘after which the femme returns for 
a frenzied session with him. Aft 
times it might be satirizing a native 
|dance orgy and at other moments 
it’s little more than a cooch turn. [t's 
good stuff, but may have to be toned 
down some in other houses. Hobe. 
YVETTE DARE 
Parrott Stripper 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Yvette Dare’s sarong-snatching par- 
rot makes this more than just a strip 
act. The gayly-hued bird is perched 
on a portable pedestal, and in well- 
trained manner obeys her cues to 
snip off the sundry veils ‘'n’ things 
for the finale deshabille 

It's an artistic presentation, suit- 
able for vaudeville and fairs, as welt 
as niteries. But is most effective in 
intime rooms. Skillful lighting fur- 
ther aids the general effect 

She differs from Rosita Royce’s 
dove-act in that the doves serve as 
cover-uppers, whereas the perroquet 
in this instance, assists in the peel- 
ing, Abef 





NOVELLE TRIO 
Accordion 
10 Mins. 
Apollo, N. W. 

Three white lads tear 
really resilient tunes, one 
the melodies on a standard 


Ff Some 
handling 
ywcordion 


the other two backgrounding on 
much larger instruments. They sen- 
sibly keep their numbers §faicly 
short, usually grouping several 


tunes into each arrangement 
Turn would be improved by a few 


novelty touches, but is okay as is for 
vaude or nitery dates Deservedly 
solid click when caught here. Hobe 








Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


























WALTER (Dare) WAHL 


BILLY ROSE’S 
"FRISCO AQUACADE 














An okay turn for its type. Hobe. 
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ICE SKATING TALENT WANTED 
IMMEDIATELY 


NEW PRODUCTION OPENING 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER THEATRE 


NEW YORK CITY 
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~ REPEATING HISTORY? | 


From all appearances, the history of vaudeville actors’ unions 


yay again repeat itself, 
4 
catise 
own organization. 


Last summer, when the American Guild of Variety Artists 
disintegrated following ugly charges of mismanagement, it was 
pointed out that the faults lay primarily with the working mem- | 
bership who merely paid their dues and let their union run 


willy-nilly. 
until it was too late. 


They asked no questions and got no answers 


When and if it comes, the crackup | 
fF the American Guild of Variety Artists will stem from one 
—the habitual disinterest oi the variety performer in his 


The cause and effect of the AIA explosion should have been | 


a sufficient lesson to the performers concerned. 


However, 


when AGVA was substituted by the Associated Actors & Art- 
istes of America, the probable membership was warned to take 
a working interest in their union's affairs, or else face an even- 


tual recurrence. 


How little this warning took effect is noted in the current 


operations of the AGVA. 
it is $59,000 in debt. 


It is being operated by non-actors. 
Its losses up until the economy drive put 


jito effect a couple of weeks ago totaled $7,000 per month, 


It is ironic, in view of the shouting last summer that an ac- 
tors’ union should be run by actors and not stagehands, that 


the AGVA is now being operated to a great extent by non-| 
Regardless of their sincerity and application to their | 


ncetors. 


local 
| Artists membership asking the New 


work, the knowledge ef non-pros of professional problems, trade | 
matters and tactics must be dubious. 


The appointment of Hoyt S. Haddock as AGVA’s national 
executive secretary was the union's first draft from unionism 


outside of the show business. 


This in itself might have been 


okay, but then Haddock stepped outside of the profession for 


some of his chief aides. 


The result is that Graham Dolan, a 


non-performer, is now 


executive secretary of the Chicago local of AGVA; Kenneth | 
Howard, also never an actor, is AGVA’s national organizer | 
and is now actively in charge of the Los Angeles local. ‘There 
are other non-actors in the organizing end, with Joseph Ehrlich, 


for one, operating in New York. 


It so happens that the national board of AGVA is 
Vhey are still in the 


chiefly of working actors. 


fortunate po 


sition of being able to put AGVA on a proper keel. 


As an actors’ union run by actors. 


Rockefellers’ Switch to Henie-Wirtz 
Ice Show Mystifies Olsen & Johnson 


Sudden announcement that an ice 


revue sponsored by Sonja Henie and 


Arthur M. Wirtz, although she will | 


not appear in it, would be staged in 
the Center, N, Y., resulted in mys- 
tifying those connected with ‘Ice- 
apoppin,’ which was supposed to have 
been definitely set for the house. Olsen 
and Johnson conceived the idea, and 
their attorneys, Cutler & Mailes, have 
notified the Rockefellers of their in- 
tention to seek an order of restraint 
if the Henie show is substituted. 
Contract for ‘Iceapoppin’ was not 
actually signatured, but was submit- 
ted in printed form by the Rockefel- 
ler office and reprinted when changes 
were made. Suddenly negotiations 
ceased and it was stated by Rocke- 
feller Center that contracts had been 
Signed by its executive manager, 
Hugh S. Robertson, and Sonart Pro- 


ductions, of which Miss Henie and 
Wirtz are the principals 
It is averred that at lea 20 con- 


ferences had been held between the 
Olsen and Johnson group in connec- 
tion with ‘Iceapoppin’ over a period 
of months. Comedy ideas, bits and 
Rags had been revealed by O. & J 
Stars of ‘Hellzapopin,’ at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y.; also plans for a varied 
ice revue which was to be presented 
twice daily at $2.20 top. 

Wirtz is a young Chicagoan who 
operates several rinks and shows, in- 
cluding Miss Henie’s ‘Hollywood Ice 
Revue,’ which grossed $214,000 dur- 
ing one week at Madison Square 
Garden last January, a new high. 
Same outfit got $180,000 during its 
Chicago date. Figured that the 
drawing possibilities of rink shows 
attracted Rockefeller Center. 


Leon Leonidoff, Radio City Music 
| day (28) to feature 1940 opening of 


Hall production chief, will stage the 
touring ice show topped by Miss 
Henie, which is due to open Oct. 1, 
and will also figure in the Center ice 
revue, 


musie for the Henie outfit. 


Difference of opinion over staging | 
appears .to. have. siymied the ‘Ice- | 


Robert Stoltz, Viennese com- | 
poser now in New York, may do the | 


apoppin’ deal. W. G. Van Schmus, 
Music Hall’s managing director, told 
Olsen and Johnson that he was to 


have the last word in deciding what 


was to be used in the revue, to 
which they demurred He also 
wanted Leon Leonidoff to put the 
show on, while the duo favored 
John Murray Anderson and Losee. 
O.&J. had half dozen song numbers 
readied and orchestrated and, with 
associates, expended coin in pre- 


efforts. 


paratory 


Sonart’s Setup 
Chicago, July 2 
Sonja Henie and Arthur Wirtz, v.p 
of the Chicago Stadium and producer 
pora- 


of ice shows, have formed a cor 


tion known as Sonart Productions to 
produce ice shows in the Cente! the- 
atre, New York. Le Leonidoff, of 
the Radio City Vius Hall A 
tage 

Policyv w Y: ) \ e 
basis, the } ] emaining ove! 
from week to weeK yul VilIn new 
routines, new reagaiiners ind spe- 
cialtie: All talent is being booked 
through the Skating Artists Agen 
Inc.. headed by J Art ir Friedlund 
at the Chicago Sta n 

Wirtz has produced the Sonja 
Henie Ice Revue, the International 


Ice Revue and the All Star European 


Ice Show. This is the first associa- 
tion of Leonidoff with the Wirtz 
group, the previous Sonja Henie 


shows having been staged by Harry 


Losee. 


Belle Baker IIl 
Atlantic City, July 2 
Belle Baker, who came here Fri- 


ultra-smart Bath and Turf Club that 
bronchial 


night, was stricken with 
ailment shortly after arrival and 
ordered to bed by doctor. Gracie 


Barrie substituted. 

Miss Baker said she hoped to be 
able to sing again by tomorrow night 
(Wednesday.). .-. 


composed 


i ecircuit 


| headed 


Dick Barstow Doubling 


As Pradecr and Deveer AGVA’s Indebtedness of $59,000, Red 


Dick Barstow, who's been doing a 

single since dissolving his 

engagement at Frisco’s 
Tabarin to aid Merriel Abbott in 
producing the dances for the ‘Dude 
Ranch’ revue at the Palmer House, 
Chicago. 

Dancer is also booked for a return | 
date at the same hostelry’s Empire | 
Room opening tomorrow (Thursday) | 
along with Ray Noble’s orchestra. | 


CHI.N.Y.AGVA 
FIGHT BREWING 


Chicago, July 2. | 


. - . . | 
Petition is being circulated among 
American Guild of Variety 


York board of AGVA to remove 
Graham Dolan from his position as 
executive secretary of the Chicago 
office. 

Basis of the petition is that Dolan 
has no immediate recognition of the 
problems encountered by the AGVA 


members in theatres, cafes and 
hotels. 
There’s been factional strife be- 


and New York for 
It all came to a head a 


tween Chicago 
some time. 


couple of weeks ago with the ‘resig- | 


nation’ of Leo Curley, executive 
secretary of the Chicago local, which 


has been rife with politics since its | 


inception. 


Vaude Act Jumps 
From N. Y. to Indols. 


For 1 Political Show 


Indianapolis, July 2. 

Vaude played an unusual role here 
when Ben Yost’s White Guards 
jumped from New York to appear in 
10 minutes of song for the opening 
the State Democratic Convention 
in the Coliseum on the State Fair 
Grounds Thursday (27) Act was 
booked in local Burton Agency, 
been covering a regular 
of Democratic meetings over 
the state. 

During the past few months a unit 


of 


by 


} 1 } 
which has 


by Barney Barnet has ap- 
peared at 185 political meetings. 
Unit is tagged ‘Streamlined Revue,’ 
and consists of Barnet’s Music: Vir- 
ginia Howes, acro dancer: Buddy 
and Jean, roller skaters; LaVerne 
Lamb, accordion: Leona Travis, 


Hampton's 11 
Performers are paid 
ipaign funds, as admission 


e cuffo 


dancer, and Deacon 
Cotton Pickers 
out of can 


to meetings al 


PITT AGENTS REVAMP 


’ ASSN 
OLD MANAGERS’ ASSN. 
P irgh. Julv 2 
Local ant nts I ve reorgZal 1Z dd the 
Entertainment Managers Ass’n a 
move made necessary by new setup 
created here by entry of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists in field 
and named Steve Forrest, veteran 
Pittsburgh agent, president Other 
officers are Jack Bowman, first vice- 
president; Sid Marke econd v.p.: 
Peg Lanagan, secretary and treas- 
urer, and Anne King, Larry Kennith 
und Don D Carlo, director 
AGVA,. with an eve to getting its 
activities more widely known in the 


cal press has 

Philly EMA Vs. AGVA Deal 
Philadelphia, July 

Viembe of the Er 


gers Assn. (DOO0K 


terlainment 


cide upon what steps to take to com- 


franchise with the American Guild 
of Variety Artists 

The ten-percenters are 
wholly dissatisfied with the contract 
forms which they are obliged to use 
under their agreement with the ac- 
tors’ union. They claim that the 
contracts force them into the guise 
of ‘employers’ and not ‘employment 
agents’ as they are defined under the 
State law. This type of agreement 
will force them to pay social security 
and unemployment taxes for per- 
formers, they declare 

The bookers also complain that 
their work will be hampered by the 
red tape entailed by the stipulation 
that demands that all contracts be. 
made in duplicate and must be ap- 
proved by the local AGVA office 
before they become operative. 


reported 


| defendant learned 


woine eiuseds2" Operation at $7,000 Monthly Prompt 


Retrenchment Drive; 2 Quit on Coast 





Salve for Admirals 


Red Skelton, current on the 
stage of the Paramount, N. Y., 
has written a check to Bob 
Weitman for $100, asking that it 
be turned over to the uchers of 
ihe theatre. 

He does a piece of business in 
his act ribbing the ushers, and 
he doesn’t want ‘em to take it 
too literally. 


LEON - EDDIE'S, 
~ ROSE TANGLE 
WITH AGVA 


The Guild of Variety 
Artists and Billy Rose, which only 
a couple of months ago engaged in 
a name-calling match and 
signed a contract, are again on the 
verge of an outright battle. 
last week issued a formal statement 
accusing Rose of numerous viola- 








American 


tions of the contract at his Aquacade | 


at the N. Y. World’s Fair, but took 
no direct action. 


Rose heatedly denied the charges 
and, after a confab with AGVA of- 
ficials, agreed to rectify any alleged 
injustices. According to the union. 
if Rose fails on payday this week to 
reimburse members of the Aquacade 
company for money allegedly with- 
held, there will be a strike. 

AGVA's long-standing disagree- 
ment with Leon & Eddie’s, 52d street 
nitery, N. Y., also flared into a strike 
last week, but was quickly settled. 
Union has been demanding a con- 
tract designating the spot as Class A, 
thus involving minimums of $60 a 
week for principals and $40 for 
chorus, with limited number of per- 
formances and other restrictions. 
There were mutual accusations and, 
when an agreement was not reached, 
a strike was called last Friday night 
(28). 

Nitery management asserted 
of the perforniers walked out, 
the union contradicted that with the 
declaration that all the acts were 
on the picket line. Regardless of 
that, the strike lasted than a 
half-hour, after which 
ment AGVA 


today (Wednesday) to negotiate 


noneé 
but 


less 
the manage 
and agreed to meet 
de- 
tails of a contract, and, if fai g to 
the di 
ion board. 
AGVA executive 


ecretary, has settled several o 


come to terms, *o sul 
to the State Mediat 


, T . | ~L 
Hoyt Haddock, 


ymit pute 


issues with the vaudeville circuit 


but a couple of 
upon Figured that eve 
thing but the matter of the di 
hig : 


9% booking fee will 


points remain to be 


agreed ry- 
puted 
out 


pe 1 oned 


ithin a week, and that the remain- 


issue will € ubmiuittes to aro} 


Car! Rosini Loses Inj. 
Suit vs. Paul Rosin 


Cal Rose gicia profession 
i] Rosini t nctio plea 
i ist Paul R the Rainb« 
Room, y esterda (Tues.) ir 
N. Y. supreme cou en Justice 
Peter Schmuck ruled that no ir- 
reparable damage had been shown, 


nor had unfair competition been re- 
vealed. 

The Court points out that the de- 
fendant has used the name Rosini 
since 1915, and that the plaintiff and 
defendant are friends of long stand- 
ing, having been in the same act 
together in 1933 under the name of 
Carl and Pau! Rosini & Co., at which 
time the plaintiff paid for the 
advertising. The complaint admits 
the association, but declares Paul 
Rosini was hired as an assistant, and 
it was during the association that the 
the tricks of the 
plaintiff, which he is now accused of 
having incorporated in his act. 


all 


—_ — 


then | 


AGVA | 


| Economy drive of the American 
|Guild of Variety Artists, currently 

underway, is being prompted by the 
|}union’s indebtedness totalling $59.- 
' 000, plus the fact that it has been 
| operating in the red at the rate of 

$7,000 per month. Union expects to 
| achieve sufficient cuts to put it into 
| the black. 


| Latest affected by the economy 
drive are attorneys I. B. Kornblum 
and Robert Komis, who resigned on 
| the Coast over the weekend. Korn- 
'blum, who is executive secretary of 
, the American Federation of Radio 
| Artists on the Coast, has been pinch- 
hitting as executive and attorney for 
the AGCA local in Los Angeles since 
the formation of AGVA nearly a 
| year ago. He was active in the bat- 
|tle between the Four A’s and the 
stagehands, following the disenfran- 
|; chisement of the American Federa- 
tion of Actors. 

It is reported that there will be 
further economies in L.A., with at 
least one organizer and several mem- 
, bers of the office staff slated to go. 
| Similar retrenchment took place 
in Chicago a couple of weeks ago, 
when Leo Curley resigned as execu- 
| tive secretary of that local and Gra- 
| ham Dolan, a non-actor organizer, 

took his place. Now there are re- 
| ports that Hoyt S. Haddock, national 
| executive secretary, is maneuvering 
Tom Kelly out of his post as execu- 
| tive secretary of the Philadelphia 
| branch. 
The economy wave, in fact, is 
| stretching right down the line into 
| the New York local and national 
| offices. Charges of waste have been 
| especially flung in this direction, 
where it is claimed those in charge 
went way overboard on the budget 
by handing out salary increases when 
the union’s income tailed to warrant 
them. 

Charges are also being levelled 

against AGVA because of alleged 
domination of the national organiza- 
tion by non-actors. In this respect 
inted out that Haddock was 
never an actor; ditto Dolan and Ken- 
neth Howard, national organizer and 
now in charge in Los Angeles. Joseph 
Ehrich, an organizer in New York, 
likewise has never donned the grease 
paint 


t's 
iu p* 


Charges have also been made at 
the meetings of AGVA’s New York 
local board that the latter is domi- 


nated by performers who lean great- 
ly toward communism, and who, 
never important in the acting proe 
fession, are now dictating regulations 
to the more frequently working and 
better established performers. 


Joe Flaum Quits North 


Partnership for Ingalls; 
20-Year Bond Severed 


The last of the old-line vaude- 
vilie agen partnerships in New 
York split last week when Joe 
Flaum left Meyer North to become 

ociated with Miles Ingalls. In- 

al] ecently resigned from Music 

Corp. of America to return as an 
ndie 10-percenter 

ort Flaum were | ners 

fc ore } 20 Ve rs, D v 

‘ v 1 Loew ¢ 

i ! t had ) i@rabdle playing 

r i f icnise system. for 

The remained together 

O te € otton pe out 

of vaudeville and most partnerships 

plit up because of the dwindling 

commissions 

Ingalls has set up temporary of- 

fice ! tne Astor hote N Y 


$7,814 JUDGMENT WON 
AGAINST GENE AUSTIN 


Mobile, Ala., July 2. 
Gene Austin lost a lawsuit here 
In circuit court (28) to Mr. and Mrs. 
Billy Wehle. The Wehles contended 
that Austin was in debt to them to 


the extent of $8,500. The court, 
after hearing arguments in the case, 
gave them a judgment for $7,814.50. 


Austin announced he would appez! 
the case to the supreme court. 

The suit against Austin 
when he was showing here for a 
week's stand. His tent outfit was 
attached and put on ice for a week 


was filed 


‘and then réleased:on bond.' ' 
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Variety Bills 


THIS WEEK (June 28) 
NEXT WEEK (July 5) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 


{ Leu Sailee Ore 


Swanne [na 
Charlie Evans 


Topsy’s 
Blaine & Elaine 
Del tomerea 


3 Sophisticated 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 
Tou Holden 
Virginia Hays 


ire 


Bismarck Hotel 











Loew 


NEW YORK CITY | Henny Youngman 
State (11) Teddy Powell Orc 
Helen Reynold Co WASHINGTON 
Paul Sydell Co Capitel (5) 
Diosa Costello Bob Crosby Ore 











Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (3) 

Orrin Tucker Orc 

Siapletons 


Chieago (5) 
Rochester 














CHICAGO 


Hotel Astor 
Tominy Dorsey 
Noll & Nolan 
Paul Remos Co 

Hotel Belmont- 
Plaza 


Ore 


Al Menconi 
Zito Ore 
Grace Vaughun 
| Belmont Ralladeers 
Howard 

Hotel Belvedere 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Rey Ore 


Ore 


Joe 


Alvino 

King Sis 

Dick Morgan 

Skeets Herfurt 
Hetel Bossert 


| (Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane re 


Ghezzis De Marcos Hotel Brevoort 
BUFFALO Gloria Blake en Shed 
Buffale (5) Johnny Woods ll —" 
Bob Hannon Bob Whaling Co | rec ‘Ray 
Vera Sanoft 
Hotel Edison 
Warner ' Gray Gordon Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Al Kavelin Ore 
Patti Morgan 


NEW YORK CITY j Gae Fost r Gls 


Strand (5) Murtagh Sis 
Bob Crosby Orc (28) 
3 Sailors Garfield Swift 
R & V Pickert John Gallus 
WASHINGTON jae Foster Gis 
Farle (5) Clyde Hager Co 


4 Franks 
Trixie 


Nick Lucas 
West & Page 


Marlyn Stuart 


Hotel Homestead 
(Kew Gardens) 

Bill Lester Ore 

Frances Miller 

Leo Candell 

Nick King 

Paul Anthony 

















(28) 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Valentine Vox Co 
Barr & Estes 


NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (4) 

Jan Peerce 

Maceline Ib Karson 


Bill Marquette PHILADELPHIA 

Myron Steffin Cc * 

Capt John Tiebor ¢ arman (5) 

G Westmoreland Vallee & Doreen 

Karlos Peterson Ginger Dulo 
Frank Conville 


Roxy (5) 
Corrine Mura 
Iywnn, Royce & V 


(Two to fill) 
Woodside Park 





Paul Regon (4 only) 
a ene Lane & Ward 
Gae Foster Gis Ginger Dulo 
Paul Ash Orc Frank Conville Co 
ATI anric city Kanazawa 4 

Steel Pier (7) road eT AN 
Tane & Ward roadway (6 only) 
JI & M Mulcay Lane & Ward 


Parker & Fredericks 
(Two to fill) 

WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 


Kanazawa 4 

(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
State (9-13) 


nec ES EI 











Arthur LaFleur (7 only) 
Mack Bros Toy & Wing 
Wells & 4 Fays Frank Conville Co 
Hippodrome (5) athe ‘a pee a 
Major Bowes U Villne & Gascon 
CHICAGO Stone & Barton 
Oriental (5) 3 Mack Pros 
Funzafire U (Two to fill) 
Cabaret Bill 
Armand 's {| Nedra Madera 
Frank Mandella Or| Mimi 
Pedrite Orc Cuban Casine 
Ann Beasley Consuelo Moreno 
Barney Gallant's Los Ojedas 
Aan Palmer Dolores Laurell 
Irene Barclay Don Casanova 
Nellie Paley Diamond Horseshoe 


Carter & 
Virginia Gibson 


30 . 
Bowle Sissle Ore 


Noble 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Derothy Blaine Don McGrane Ore 
. anehte. takan Blanche Ring 
‘ i o8 tild: tray 
Freda Sullivan medio \ pee. ard 
Russell & Farrar actie Soraya 
Julian Eltinge 
Beachcomber | Harland Dixon 
Sonny Kendis Ore Prof Lamberti 
Chavez Ore | Wini Shaw 
Rumba Octet | Horton Spurr 
LeAhn Sis | Dave Mallen 
4 | Herman Hyde 
Bill Bertolotti’s | Sally Burrell 
Den Sylivio Ore El Chico 
Angelo Orc 
Pat Williams | a ao = 
Lynn & Marion | war 4 M mn — 
Mary Jane Brown | yj, aciien ann a 
Billy Cascade ste . = oo 
Moya Gifford ’ Jul , % es = oo ; 
Barbara Lamarr ee eee 
- Los Aztecas 
Bill's Gay 90's | Aldo Crioyo 
Charles Strickiard Belen Ortega 
Gus Wicke . 
Ethel Gilbert El Merocee 
Eiilly lorraine Dick Gasparre Ore 
Fred Bishop | Lee Marcos 
Spike Harrison Lois Elliman 
= gage Aa Gien Island Casino 
larry I nelly . 
ernie Graucr (New Rochelle, NY) 
‘e _ | Bobby Byrne Ore 
Cafe Society | Pancho & Dolores 
Teddy Wilson Ore | ee 
Hazel Scott | Greenwich Village 
Golden Gate 4 j Casino 
Albert Ammons | Diana Del Rio 


ete Johnson | Ruth Kidd 
Chateau Moderne | Mary Jane Brown 
“ i | Linda March 
Porothy Tanner | Frank McCormick 
JacquelineDeauville | gviviqa Barry 
Gabriel Develle . . : 
Maurice Shaw Havana-Madrid 
lem Leach O De La Rosa Ore 
Jimmy Erikson Juanito Sanabria Or 





Jack Messing Sergio Orta 
Sam Grassis Maruja Serrano 
Club Caravan Arturo Cortez 

* Estela & Papo 
Joe Collins Orc Alberto Torres 
Arthur Barnett Lolita Moya 
Rita Renaud Luis Rijos 


Ruth Wintor 
Chiquita Venezia 
Club Gaucho 
Don Miguel Ore 
Marie del Carmen 


Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Orc 
Hotel Ambassador 
Larry Siry Ore 





my ae 


Independent | 


Prof Harwal 

Hote! Lexington 
McKinney Ore 
molulu Ma‘ds 
Hotel Lincoln 
Barnet 


MecAlpin 


| Charlie 
| 

Hotel 
J Messner Ore 
Jeanne DArcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ore 





Larry Clinton 
| Belita 

Alfred Trenkler 
Nathan Walley 
dith Dustman 
oberts & Farley 
MacLean 


1E 
ik 
Ross 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy 
Betty 
Helene Standish 
‘Scat’ Powell 
(‘harley Bourne 
Ksterbr’k & Farrar 
Gypsy Lee 
Bunny Howard 


Hotel 
Timmy 
Ralph 


Clarke Ore 


Allen 


Pennsylvania 
Ore 
Ore 


Dorsey 
Rotgers 
Helen O'Connell 
Bob Eberle 
Buddy Schutz 
Hotel Plaza 
Dick 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Himdegarde 
Hotel St. 
(Brooklyn) 


Gasparre Ore 


George 


Zinn Arthur 
Muriel Lane 
Tommy ‘Taylor 
Hotel St. Morita 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Marcella Hendr 


Emile Boreo 


Ore 


210 & Chri 

Hotel St 
Hal Saunders 
Waldos'n 
Morley & 


tita Lupino 

irginia Dolf 

| Barbara Woods 

| liotei Taft 
Masters 


I 
Waldorf- 


Gonz stine 
Regis 

Ore 
» Rhumba 


ankie 

Hotel 

| Astoria 

(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier 
RK 


1ul & 


Cugat Ore 


va 


Biltmore Bowl 


| King 


a Maze 


Ave Bovs 
Club Bali 

Bb ll ie uri if 

Yvonne Fo 

Joe W 

Nel Orli 


1 

aine 
mn 

lrio 


Cocoanut Grove 
Jane Pickens 


Eddie Duch 

Earl Carroll 
| Bert Whee! 
| Francis & 
Hank Ladd 
Slate Bros. 
Fay Carroll 
Francetta Malloy 
Bob Bromley 
Frakson 


Rob Williams 


n Ore 


r 
Gray 


Red Dust 
Miller & Reading 
Sterner Sis 
Bill Brady 


Lolita & Arde 
Jean Tighe 
Hdward Aguilar Or 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Elinor Troy 

NTG & H’wood Rev 
Daryl Harpa Ore 
Faith Bacoa 


| 
| 
| 


cks 


arheart 


Or 





Ore | 


Reyes 


(Walnut Koom) 
Jaina 


Houston 


Georges & 


Josephine Hadiey Gis 


Leonard Keller Orc 

Hurricane | Marion Holmes 
Eddie Bush Orc | Noll & Nolton 
Fausto Curbello Or | Blackhawk 
Ann F FaRCIRG Blue Barron Ore 
Romo Vincent | 
Pancho & Dol Marion Mann 
=o —e Urrin & Bety 


Alma Ross 


Lolita Cordoba Blackstene Hotol 


Manshinos (Balinese Km.) 
' C Dale Evans 
= veage Pliner & Farl Ore 


Nano Rodrige Ore 
Lliseo Grenet Orc 
Victoria Cordova 


Bon Air 


De Marcos 


Ciro Rimac Al Bernie 
Juanita Juarez Gracie Barrie 
Geo Negrete 4 Ambassadorettes 


Rose Gls 
Clyde Lucas Ore 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 


Dorothy Duval 
Cecile Pittman 
Joan Baylor 


Rosita Rios 
Chiquita Maria 
Aida Alvarez 
‘Charlie Boy’ 


La Marquise 
William Palermo O 
Muriel Welch 


Chris Curtis Vito Mancini 
Frances Connolly Bill Blacido 
Jeanne Jordan Broadmert 
Larue Flo Whitman 
Eddie Davis Ore Nyra Lou 


Sharone Stringer 
Whitman Gis 
Herb Rudolphe Ore 


Chez Pares 


Harry Richman 
Cobina Wright 
Dean Murphy 
Lucien & Ashour 
Carole & Sherod 
Evans Gls 


Val Ernie Orc 

Le Coq Rouge 
Nicki Raymond Ore 
Don Marton Ore 
Cecelia Lee 
Tisdale 3 
Carine 

Le Ruban Bleu 
tasha & Mirko 


Paula Laurence Lou Breese Ore 
Sylvie St Clair : 

Stuart Ross ; Club Alabam 
Hayward & Allen Ethel Brown 


Marion Moore 
Sadie ifoore 
Bernard & 


Leon & Eddie's 


Eddie Davis Henrie 











Johnie Bright Ore Cadillac Tavern 


j 
} 
Slapsy Maxie’s | 
| 
i 
| 


Eddie Thomas 
. Beth Calvert 
Lewis & Moore ve ts ? 
Margie Gerretson 3 Loose Nuts 


Oshins & Lessy 

Maxie Rosenpioom 

Cullen Richards 

Jerry Brandow 

J Riley Scott Ore 
Somerset House 

Harry Ringland 


& Cadillac Coquettes 
Palner & Forresta 
flendriques & A 
Bill Gates Orc 
Cedarwood Cabin 

(Malaga, N. J.) 
Pat Procell 





| 


i 
| 


| Hoveler 





| Stan 


CHICAGO 


Jan Garber Ore 
Wilshire Bowl 
Ronald & Roberta 
Gus Arnheim Orc 
Victor Huge 
Gregory 
Macs 
Meyers Ore 


Kay 
Merry 


Dorothy Johnson 
Mel Cole Ore 
Three ‘Talents 
Gis 

Hi Hat 


shore 

Grant 

Sis 

Gils 

Cassidy Ore 
Ivanhoe 

Florence Schubert 

Al ‘Trace Ure 

Holly Swanson 

Helen Sumner 

Al Veirra Ore 

1.’ Aigion 


Manuel! Contreras O 
Conchita 
Isobel de Marco 
Harry Linden 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Jack Chapman Ore 
Liberty Ina 
Roma 
Roberta 
Ted Smith 
Jane Lavonne 
Roma 
Dannielle 
Don Dunn 
Jimmie O'Nell 
Earl Wiley Ore 
Millstones 
Frank Donia 
Terry Terrell 
Art Mee 
Madeline Lewis 
Bob Wray Orc 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfrea Got'helf 
Old Heidelberg 
Mary McCormack 
Madame Lucille 
Franze! Ore 
Raoul Kantrow 
Sally Sharrat 
Helen Westbrook 
Palmer House 


Willie 
Mary 
Conway 
Kersten 
Jimmy 


Lou Martin Orc Bernie Adler : 
LD del Carmen Orc | Louise Lucano Empire Room 
Luba Malina Inez Gambol | Charles Baum Ore 
Renee LaMarr 3 Effie burton | Gary Stone 
Jerry Vance Paullette La Pierro) 3 Arnolds 
Joel & Annett Dave ‘ nell Ore | Dorothy Dale 
Norman & McKay Noret »¥v Dale 30b Dupont 
Lido Beach Club | Bair Roth Ore Abbott Dancers 
Py >} ay 3 
| E Madriguera Ore Club Minuet | ’ rts pao ore 
Patricia Gilmore Patsy Mac Sherman Hotel 
| Sarita Herrera Betty Saxon (Celtie Cafe) 
| Pedro & Olga | Ruth Graybell | = 
Place Elegant | Jeanne Bell | Gene Kerwin Ore 
. Byes sd : ° | Sherry Wynn Jaros Sis 
Ernest Franz Ore Phyllis Nobles | (Panther Room) 
Bill Farrell Annette Kennedy | Alice Kavan 
\ incent de ( osia Art Fischers Ore | Lee Wiley 
| Se oe Del Estes Stuff Smith Ore 
o ) > i 
” onell! Colony Club Budd Freeman Ore 
Queen Mary Carl Ravazza Ore Jitterb 1gs 
Joe Ellis Ore |} Owen & Parker Gloria Faye 
Ginger Wayne | Fantasia | Carl Marx 
Kay Parsons | $ La Playas j Silver Cloud 
Carol Dennison | Coeloaimn< Starr & Lee 
Consuelo Flowerton | — my a nt 
al | Eddie White | Bill Samuels 
Rainbow Grill Py sg Pte | Cleire Hayes 
Barry Winton Ore . oe Borg | Murray Parker 
Marilynn & Michael | Weber Sis } Babette Gls 
Rainbow Room Pronaph Gls tay Steiber Ore 
| Elinor Daniels 
Ray Heatherton Or Club Della Hazel Zalus 
Yoi » Galli | Dorise Bradley 606 Club 
Geo Liloyd | Sam Theard } , ; 
$ Pitchmen | Marion Abervathy | Billy ¢ arr 
Riviera iw esley Long | Margret Faber Gla 
3 | Chippie Hill Lili Das re 
(Ft. Lee, N.J.) 6 Jitterbugs | Sally Keith 
Leo Reisman Ore | Rhythm Wille | Jo Ann Carrolt 
Pancho Or¢ i Charlee Isor iarne 
Ruth Petty Paitatte Gl pat Leos 
Jack Durant Red Saundera Ore Patsy Shaw 
Vera Niva Congress Hotel Carol ¢ happ lle 
Arnaut Bros (Glass Hat Rm) Rol 1 Rob 

: a Don & TI t Lynn 
Ross-Fenton Farms | Johnny Banga Ore eee ag ata 
(Asbury Park, N.J.) | (Peacock Km) cone Gael 
Eddie Oliver Ore | Joe Vera Sol Lake Ore 
Fernand Canay Ore Kdgewater Beach Tripoli 32 
joe E Lewis Hotel PAS , 
Terr Lawlor (Beach Walk) P pivots ne eee 

( ‘ . f 4 

Stork Cleb aca, <i: 0 mtinental Room) 

enta tatat Ore C‘onnie Bar yu ; ff \ 2 s O 
; ‘ paicigt eS Walt Cuminings l Lins 
Ann Kiess : ; ad 

2 . | Doreen Gil mb I k 

Versailles Herb Foote uddy Ma 
N ( holas D’ Ami 0 O 885 Club Suzie *4’ 
Panchito Ore Zald , Y . — 

Adelaide Moffett oe eareen ick B 
Loper & Barrat | Myrus Mill DeWi 
POE OE AT SS | Josephine Del M+ Cy oo hah 
Village Barna | Don Ramon O1 lerr Gerard 
Arthur Warren Orc | Johnny Honnert Red Wilson Ore 
Andrini Bros | Franke'’s Casino Swingland 
Klaine Milier Mary Camp ‘ 
Willie Solar | Diane Clifton A dechis 4 ae _ 
tichards & Carson | Don & Lee weorge “00IG 
Sons Purple Sage Key Karrol } Pops & L.urie 
| Helen & } Butterbeans & Sue 
, sacren = & Os | Nick Brooks Gls 
LOS ANGELES | Buddy Kirby Bae 
| Dick Conrad |; Thompson's 16 Club 
| Grace Hayes Lodge | 80> Tinsley Ore Ray Reynolds 
te ; . Graemere Hotel ste utland Ore 
Grace Hayes . " N nv 
= ; é | (Glass House Rm) Pi No rwins 
Siby! Bowan + 1 *} 

» Can Hal Munroe Orc Louise Shannon 
Jeffrey Gil rome. Wailea selma M und 
Nick Cochran Orc Nord R rardson "’ On S 

It Cafe Harry'’a New York Marsh M:Curdy 
Red Stanley Ore Ralph Cook Yar 

La Conga Mildred Parr Doriss Wittich Ore 

Tal Patricia Perry Jan a (inHhoda 
& Talya Pedro & Lui Hans Muenzer 
ernon 
ighbors Or 
pez Ore PHILADELPHIA 

Paris Inn Anchorage Nikki Nikola 

tatty Willian 
Hent Henryson Elmer Hoffman ~ ap i. $ nluth 
Aimes Torriaui Pe Morgan Wa ‘_ nin Bre 
Henry Howard Clem Williams Or: _ i 7 
gm ay , | Arcadia Club 15 
owar air | | miek TT ; 
Dominic Bill Shannon oe = a ra 

m - Miles & Jo-Ann Marian Roberts 
wigs ple eaeuel Dot Landy Mardo & Co 
Henry Monet | Ortez & Olga | Jerry Delmar Ore 
Helen Miller } Al Blanc — Club Bali 
Chuck Henry Ore wo Carlin Ore fe Comfarra 

Burgundy Room Alien Fielding’s Ore 
Seven Seas | Bellevue-Stratford | Johnny & George 
Lillian Gibson ( Hotel | Dixie Dunbar 
roti: to | Dick Wharton's Ore | Rythmaires 
Pp a ie — Fred Niedland | Jerry Lester 
Puanani | Dr. Giovanni 





‘Sue Carlyle 





| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


i 


| 
' 





Von Renaido Ore 

Creacent Log Cabin 

(Gloucester Heghts, | 
N. Jd. 

Joe Kraft Ore 

Julian & C Hall 

Tom Turner 

Marilyn Dale 
Embassy 

Geo Clifford 


} Jimmy Harper 


Betty Carlyle 
Miidred Fenton 
clift Hall 
Ariene Thompsoa 
Florence Vestofft 
Judy Barrett 
Billy Maples 
Curt Weiler Oro 
Virginia Renault 
Adele Norelia 
Loretta Lane 
Pedro Blanca’s Orc 
Carmen Montoya 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Bianco Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
Kay Allen 
Earl Leach 
Josephine Leach 
Jean Lee 
‘Tom Barry 
Leila Rose 
Vivian Vance 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
1523 Lecust 


Pola Montoya 
Beth Challis 
Muriel Harrison 


Sue & Pepper 
Helen Wilson 
Bubbles Shelby 
Evelyn Bradley 
Setty Stone 
Betty McKee 
Kav Laverly 


Kings of Swing Or | 


Hotel Bea Franklin | 
Garden Terrace 
Val Ernie Ore 
Gay 90's 
Chie Willams Ore 
Charles Harmon 
Earle Raine 
Henri's 
Andre & Frances 
Ray O'Day 
Ai Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne's Ore 
(H Walton Roef) 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Jimmy Blake 
Herbie Dubrow 


Van & Allan 
Helen Heath 
Leon & Mace 


Cass Franklin 
Lois Harper 
John De Vant 
Marjorie Kingsley 
Glamour Gls (14) 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Jam Session 


Dave Newman 
Krechmer 
Freddie Kornfeld 





Max Spector 
Jim Thorpe 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller | 
Irving Braslow Orc | 
Frankie Richardson 
Dimas & Anila 
Dona Bruce 
Violet Lewendes 
Doris King 
Vernon McGovern 
Y vonnettes 
Gloria Dale 
Latimer Club 
Michael Travis Ores 
Eleanor Obold 
Vinda Sreehan 
Evelvn Lauchain 
Jounne Sherer 
Lexington Casino 
Orc 


Charl 


ie Gaines 
Cashie Costeiio 
Pert Williams 
Olive Boyd 
Frank Ponti 
tobby White 
P Hayes 

ra Richards 
Johnny & 
Rose 
Follies 
Jaffree 

Trio 


> 


2 
a4 K 


, 
Mike 
-xington 


t 
' 
; 
1 


‘ 
Lido Venice 


John 
Frank 


Joseph Ore 


Hail 


Rathskeller 


nose 


ttle 
Dea 


Turk 


rv Hugo Ore 
Minstrel Tavern 
Allan & Parker 
Ba MeGoldr 
Margie 
Loftus 
s R'm 


Marriot Ore 


Manoa Inn 
Wavne & Kenor 
Jack Hutchinso 
Dino Dat 
Nant well 
Dianne Rochell 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Kdythe Sallade 


& li 


N 


Montgomery's 
Vicki Cooper 
Jane Mitchell 
Donna lee 
Dottie Pavton 


| Kirk 


Vick! Cooper 
Madeline Sheridan 
Rita Roberts 

Billy Lee 

5 Yvonettes 

Old Covered Wagon 
Leo Zollo Orc 
Raith Eastman 
Mildred Ragers 


Palumbo's 
Howard Reynolds 
Ben Merry 
3 Thunderbolts 
Blackbirds 
Frances Diva 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Valez Dancers 
Peacock Gardens 
Fart Denny Ore 
Vhiladelphia Koom 


Hayes Watson 


Purple Derby 
Jean Lamay 
Maxine Scott 
Jackie Evans 
Irvine 
Morty Burk's Ore 
Sunny lou 
Billy Newsome 
Nan Getty 
Margie Mealy 
Betty Mealy 
Alice Gormley 


Red Lion Inn 


Ed Chambers Ore 

Joe Foulkner 

Dot Wilson 

Frank Dumont 

Billy Burns 

Tony Gallagher 
Streets of Paris 


Mildred Benson 
4 Charms 
Mildred Lewis 
Virginia Worth 
Ann Fagan 
Mary Horen 
Kee Mahofty 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Pearl Williams 
Beale Street Boys 
Intimates 


Spatola’s 
Lang 


Hoifer 

Nennil 

Stork Club 

4 Modernettes 
tilly Daniels 

Collins & Peterson 

Billy Beck 

Eadie lang 

Estelle Sloan 

Henry Vatrick Ore 
Stamp’s Cafe 

Bert Lemish Ore 

Bernie Allen 

Joe Altes 

Marjorie Hight 

4 Woveleites 

Stamp’s Trio 

Kvelyn Reagen 
Silver Lake Inu 

(Clementon) 


Susan 
Hal 
Nino 


Ariette Adair 
George Reed 
Motter & Engel 
Andrew Sidano 
Alice Lucey 
M Familiant Ore 
20th Century 
Bobby Bernard 


opper: 
Ruth Phillips 


Harry Dobbins Ore 
Venice Grille 
Joa Reilly 


Swingsters 

Lane 
Garth 
& 


Venice 
Vicekay 
Tanya 

Barb 
King 

Viking Cafe 

Bonnie Staurt 

Murray Parker 


Margie 


ira 
Sis 


>’ Tones 


akavama 


Vin & Lane 

Phillis Lane 

Joe Vernon Ore 
Warwick Hotel 


Herb Hagenor Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Cumden 


Tules Flacco Ore 
Rob M rill 
eonard Cooke 
Guardsmen 8) 
Mla ”n 
l au 4 
n 





ha’r 


Eldoradtans 
Wilson's 


> 
\a 


Hough, 
Jacks 
Laddie Lamont 
& Lauren 
Allen & Lee « 
John Reno 
Pakay Ore 
Yacht Club 


Joe 
” 


m.c, 
ea 
Geo 
Grace Coll 
Lelita 


Wee 
Mary 


Wi 


PITTSBURGH 


Paul Moth 

Fan Caswell 

Penn Fay Ore 
Open Door Cafe 

Rilly Haves Ore 

Dick Thomas 

Burns & Burnache 

Anchorage 
Sid Dickler Ore 


Arlington Lodge 
Dale 


Betty 


Somers 


Smiley 


Balconades 
Wiles Ore 


Ore 


Johnny 


Bill Green's 


Jack McLean Ore 
Don Gilbert 


|; Fran 


Cork and Bottle 


nA She an 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 

Nelson Maples 

(Gay 90's) 


Dorothy Nesbitt 


Ore 


| Evergreen Gardens 


| Karl 

| 

| Jimmy 
4 

|} Frank 


Boogie-Woogie Club 


Boog Sherman 
Reggie Dvorak 
Max Simon 
Bishop Bros 
Ralph Wolfram 


Club Pace 
Charlie Jennings Or 
Ruth Henneyman 


Rodgers & Wayne 
Bertha Peyton 


Club Petite 


Freddy Castle Ore 
Tubby Rives 





Flo Parker 


Tate Ore 
Baldwin 
Connelly 
Gwen Harding 
Nenie Walters 
Billy Brooks 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Suns 

Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wanda Shiner 
Harry Bigley 

Ray Catizone 
Steve Mathews 
Mike Shamrella 


3 


Kenny wood 
Johnny Long Ore 
Helen Young 
Paul Harmon 
Swede Neilsen 
Jack Edmondson 





Aerial Baltet Mac Harris 
Merry-Go-Round Beb Stahl 
Will Asche Riviera 


Al Fremont Ore 
New Penn 
Herb Fritachie 
Don Andrea 
Markt Maryls 


Max Adkins Ore 
Yacht Club 


Hl Middleman Org 
Galenti & Leonards 
Jackie Heller 


Ore 


Rinehart & Mason Shirley Heller 
Larry Neale Wanger Gis 

Freckles & Fussy Sky. 

Mack & Faye nein — m 

: yr Olstman r 

, Nixon Cafe Helen Young 

Al Marsico Ore ; -— 

Bob Carter Union Grill 

Crapelle & Hannon | Art Yagello 

Betty McClure rank Natale 


Mike Sandrettoe 
Villa Madrid 


Poll Mar Gls 
Angelo Di Palma 


Nut House 


Joe Shafer Ore 
Jim Buchanon Carmetita & Tee 
Harry Nosokoff Betty Nylande: 
Ted Blake Coquettes 
Rodgers & Spruce Webster Hall 
Milly Wayne George Weber Ore 


Honey Boy ° 
Buzzin Bees Orc 
Orchard 


Jimmy Gamble Orc 


West View 
Clyde Knight Ore 


5 Albanis 


Jay Loring Willows 
Chuck Miller Howard Baum Ore 
Jean Boaz 


Pines 
Howard Becker Or 


Buzz Aston 
3 Baumsheltla 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 





Hotel tlollenden 


Otte Thurn Ore Henry Cincione Ore 
Robberts & White Russell Swann 
Kathryn King Caret King 


Carl Mueller 
Mildred Smith 
Myron Ryan 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 


Sara Ann McCabe 
Hotel Statler 
Manny Landers Oro 

Nelson Pressely 
Jack & Eddie's 
Broadway Billie 
Rubertino toberts 
Bebe Sherman 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Lindsay’s Sky-Club 


Alrway Club 
Troy Singer Oro 
Judy Black 

College Ina 


Norman Brill Ore 
Bonnie LaVonne 


Eddie Rau Una Mae Carlisle 
Gloria Vale Roy Raysor 
Lois Miller Pearl Del.ucca 


Judy Preston 
Harold Simpson 


Freddie's Cafe 


Laurene NeVell Monaco’s Cale 
Kitis Trio Ernie Taylor Ore 
Alviro Norton ; 
Derle Kersten Line Mounds Club 
Eddie Barnes Sid Prussin Ore 
Art Lackey Ore Sammy Walsh 
Manoa Grille Lois January 
Pierce & Harria 
Tenny Colyer Three Idlers 
Pat Ryan . 

Joy Robinson Ohio Villa 
Rubertino Austin Wylie Ore 
Hotel Allerton Harry Stevens 

Lillian Carmen 


Jonnie, S Steeie 


Mincen Due 
Hotel Carter 6 Lucky Gis 
Mickey Katz 


Don Bari Ore 
Carinra Southern Vavera 
Lee Allen Ore 


Thirty-Sevean Club 





Hotel Cleveland 
Leighton Noble Or 


| 
| Chick Fleyd Carroll Crapelle 
Hotel Sterting June Vale 
Marty Lake Orc ' Helen Hayes 
| Book-Cadillac Hotel , Mayfaie 
(Book Casino) | Gil Rave 
Lowry Clark Ore | Riton & Rita 
| Joe Allen 
(Motor Bar) | Kila J ng 
Vie Abbs Orc | Maji 
Blossom Heath Phil Olsen Ore 
| Carrol & Gorman | Moroces 
Frances McCoy |} Amos Jacobs 
Lydia & Joresco | Kisnine Castle 
Countess KE v Losen! (C & R Jenkins 
Frank Payne Bobbie Breer 
Ruby Orc Mark Fischer Ore 
Bowery Nebielo’s 
Milton Berle | Batlatours 
Fonda & St Claire | Jimmy Yamamate 
Simps'n Marionettes lack Newbuta 
Radio Jesters (2) Di Giovanni 
Gloria Shayne Ray Carlin Ore 





Rober 





ta Costello | Northwood Iaa 
Bowervettes (12) 
| Jitterbugs (8) iT & IL. Taft 
| . 
| Johnny King | Don & J Wirthman 
|; Chas Carlisie j Graft & Dayton 
Benny Resh Ore |} Ben Young Ore 
Bine Lantern Palm Beach 
Carl Thorsen Bobby Jones : 
Ryck & Kaye Redford & Wallace 
Jack Terry { Bru 
Freda Lazier | Monnie Drake 
tiamour Gls (6) Don Pablo O 
Frank Temple Huck’s Redford Ina 
Lee Walters Ore Mac MeGraw Ore 
Corktewn Taverna Club Royale 
Dick Haviland Bunice Healy 
Dick Newell j Ja Marshall 
D & Ruth |; Tanner Sis 
Leblane & Duchant] D’lyvons 
Margie Ray Presion Lambert 
6 Vesters | Rovalettes 
Eddie Bratton Ore | Carl Bonner Ore 
Hund’s | San Diege 
Old Timers | Al Verdi & Dolores 
| Greeno Trio i} Yorke & Lewis 
Ann Dhyne | Marie Kuhlman 


Tweedy SchwartzO George Presnell 


London Chop House | A! \lexande s) 
Pura Reyes Whittler Hotel 
; Chet Everhardt (Gold Cup Koom) 
Rogers-Stanley Or Londenaires 


| ing 





New St. L. Roof Nitery 
St. 2. 


Construction of a completely glass- 


Louis, July 


enclosed, air-conditioned nitery, at a 
cost of $65,000 on the roof of the 
nine-story Hotel Chase, overlooking 


Forest Park in the west end, is near- 
completion and floor show ac- 
tivities will be transferred from the 
ground floor to the upper regions. 

Improvements, according to Sam 
Koplar, prez of Hotel Chase, Inc., 
will make this spot the first of it 
kind in the U.S. and will accommo- 
date more customers than the down- 
stairs quarters. Opening is skedded 
late this month. Koplar said the 
roof quarters will be used through- 
out the year. 


> 











Ben Pollack, playing at Sylvan 
Beach, bayshore resort on the out- 
skirts of Houston, Texas, will be re- 
tained for a second week, and 
Johnny Sullivan, Houston-born or- 
chestra leader, will remain at the 
Old Heidelberg for a second week. 
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Wednesday, July 3, 1940 VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 41 
- land,’ ‘Carry Me Back to Ol’ Vir-| standard in vaudeville and co 
A , ’ ‘ : | stk é al me 
MUSIC HALL, N. Y. ginny,’ ‘Anchors Aweigh’ and ‘Dixie.’ | STATE, N. Y. through Solidly. Male of the duo STRAND, N. Y. 
e Line, which poses beside screen dur- | j}has a good comedy appearance and ne 
‘Scrap Book,’ with Selma Kaye, ing audience warbling to help give ay Kinney Orch (12) with handles his dancing neatly. But he’s Bob Crosby’s Orch (15). with 
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repetition of the trite. 
Russell Markert's sprightly collection | 
of items this week has the pointless 
and frequently used description, 
‘Scrap Book.’ The Board of Direct- 
ors, it may be suggested, could do 
stter than that. ; 
ago de Ballet opens first with a 
Chinese tableau and ballet that 
works out entertainingly after a slow 
beginning. me —— and Hilda 
ler participate. op session is 
erovided by PiJames and Mildred 
Mulcay, applause-inducing masters 
of the mouth organ, an instrument 
of small renown, but impressive as 
they manipulate it. 
The nostalgic ‘Notes of Romance 
has Jan Peerce, that sockeroo tenor, 
and June Forrest and Nelle Fisher 
in a bit of Viennese setting. The 
Top Hatters, sensational rollerskating 
girl and boy, perform on a small 
circle (painted white) and they start 
with gasps and go ahead from that 
oint to leave the audience unable 
o adequately measure the plaudits 
such skill and daring compel. 
For the climax the Markert girls 
do their stuff (in white and red cos- 
tumes seen several times before at 
the Music Hall) and the show, which 
has been upbuilding from the third 
or fourth minute, is closed oes 
and, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, June 28. 











‘Jubilee Follies’ with Sid Marion 
and Cliff Hall, Princess Chiyo, 
Rodney and Gould, Ben Beri, Joe | 
Termini Co., Billy Samuel, Line | 
(10); ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th). 


Nick Boila has assembled a well- 
rounded aggregation of acts, and} 
adding a few musicians to the pit 
orch, puts on his entire revue in | 
71 minutes of acceptable stage fare. | 
House idea seems to be to add a 
line of girls to acts and tag it with 
a revue title, this one being ‘Jubilee 
Follies. But that’s as near as the 
resemblance comes to revue. 

Line of 10 femmes cavorts in three 
spots, in opening with drink routine, 


middling with standard kick and 
closing in military number.  Prin- 


cess Chiyo, billed as doing an exotic | 
dance of the South Seas, tosses in a | 
modern | 
tap and fast twirl, causing the audi- | 


strictly American song, a 


ence to wonder if the South Seas 
have gone that modern. Rodney 


and Gould, regulars at this house, 
also are in the dance division, doing 
slow comedy work with 
terps, and getting some giggles with 
their hands ahd feet mixup. Billy 
Samuel taps and does some acro 
dancing, mixing in unoriginal 
Has comedy possibilities and 
young, but should get some new ma- 
terial. 

Comedy has its inning with Ben 
Beri, who does some nifty juggling, 
mixing in quips which give color to 


iS 


his turn. Sid Marion and Cliff Hall 
exchange gags in middle of show 
which are mild ribticklers, but they 
get going later with an old army 
game bit, good for plenty of 
chuckles. Hall particularly could 


use new material as his natural flair 
for comedy deserves a better break. 

Heaviest mitt winner is newcomer 
to house, Joe Termini. With a 
natural pan for chuckles, he gives 
added measure with playing of fid- 
dle, banjo, straight guitar and an 
amplified guitar. Joined later by 
femme who sings and whistles and 
male stooge who harmonicas. Best 
in his act is his silent imitation of 
Bonnie Baker singing ‘Oh Johnny’ 
While femme fills in the vocal parts 
off stage. 

Show deserves better than the 
thin patronage at third show opening 


day, Friday (28), but natives have 
been stung on the revue titles re- 
cently and may be shy of laying 


down the coin until the advance- 
guard reports. Kiley. 


EARLE, WASH. 


= Washington, June 29. 
Eileen Ritter, Four Franks, John 
Gailus, Garfield Swift. Culde Hager, 
Sixteen Gae Foster Girls; ‘Man Who 
Talked Too Much’ (WB). 


Combination of July 4 and war 
consciousness brings up a_ heavily 
Patriotic revue this week. Weekly 


Community sing stunt uses six semi- 
Patriotic standard ditties and finale 
introducing new tune by Ira Shus- 
ter, “I Am An Amgrican.” In latter, 
line gals, in red, white and blue, 
drill against elaborate set with flag 


motif. Although staging and smart 
use of the dames give appearance 


of ample bulk, three of the four 
acts are male singles. 

Roxyette Eileen Ritter launches 
Setup with regular community-sing 


Stunt, using ‘Columbia,’ ‘My Mary- 


eccentric | 


gags. | 


stick for ball-balancing and bounc- 


ing. Sounds aren’t always music, al- | 
though he proves he can really play | 
before starting the ball stuff, but as | 


a stunt it’s novel and clicks. He 
finishes strongly by clarineting with 
ball balanced on end of the tooter 
while working ‘line’ of eight 12-inch- 


high girl puppets in precision tap | 


with other hand. Latter is more 
adapted to night clubs than theatre, 
but by working on raised platform 
it’s still a colorful novelty even to 
the balcony. Four linegals in hoops 


and pantalets introduce baritone | 
Garfield Swift against showboat 
backdrop, gals sticking to pose 


through ‘Make Believe’ and ‘Why Do | 
I Love You,’ melting off as he opens | 


up in ‘Ol’ Man River’ to get top ap- 
plause of show. He follows 
‘Irish Eyes’ and takes side mike to 
warble ‘Her Name Was Rosita’ as 
traveler opens on line strikingly 
posed under individual, vari-colored 


overhead spots. Gals in striped 
rhumba dresses rattle gourds in 
spectacular routine to ‘Beguine.’ 


Clyde Hager takes it next for his 
standard pitchman bit, opening suit 
case to sell his “painless paring 
potato peeler’ and give away ‘abso- 


with | 


| of 
| femmes, 


lutely free’ everything from ‘Pink- | 


ham’s passion pills’ to ‘stylo fountain 
pen which spells as it writes.’ 
old ‘g’way boys, ya-bother me!’ and 
the stooge who gets smeared with 
the Arabian wonder soap are still 
surefire. 


Curtains then spread on full-stage 
set with Greek 
Letters spell P-E-A-C-E and Swift, 
in white military uniform, warbies ‘I 
Am An American,’ taking in every- 
body from ‘the farms to the fac- 
tories.” Line closes bill with mili- 


The 


tary drill, highlighted by smart pree- | 


cision taps. 
Biz light at show caught. Craig. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City. June 29. 
Evelun Brent with Harry Fox and 
Gene Fields, Olympic Girls (3), Jack- 
son and Nedra, Lester Harding, Billy 


| Final 


formance appeal, but it satisfies and 
seemed very enjoyable to a fair- 
sized audience when caught. 
Kinney’s work covers the last half 
hour or so, teeing off in an impres- 
Sive native Hawaiian setting formed 
by a palmtree-decorated scrim and 


a rain effect. Combined with Kin- 
ney’s ‘Aloha’ theme, the visual 
marks leave little doubt as to the 
band’s Hawaiian style, but the 


opening number is a jarring note in 
the face of all that local atmosphere. 
Instead of employing an arrange- 
ment using expected wailing guitars 
and soothing island music, Kinney 
downbeat adds up to an Hawaiian 
version of an American jazz tune, 
the accent being on drums and a 
horn solo. 

With that out of the way, however, 
the band and its supporting quintet 
swivel - hipped, grass - skirted 
the Aloha Maids, also 
doubling from the Lexington, build 
all the way to a strong finish. Gals 
work in_ several places, 
grounded by choral singing. Meymo 
Iolt, one of the five, gets solo spots 
and goes over neatly with a straight 
South Sea routine and another 
comedy session wherein she grace- 
fully interprets the lyrics of songs 
sung by Kinney. She’s_ clever. 


back- | 


comes up with an 
personality which puts her over sat- 
isfactorily on warbling. 

3usiness fair at supper show Sat- 
urdav (29). Gold. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Andy Kirk Orch (14); June Rich- 
mond, Pha Terrell, Vivian Harris, 
Hee & Lee, John Mason, Johnny 
Vigal, Novelle Trio, Flashe & Sunda, 
House Line; ‘Half a Sinner’ (U). 


As Harlem heaven, 
about double 
it should. Probably the 
customers think they're getting a 
bargain, but they’d have just 
much entertainment, only better, if 
about 45 minutes were 
Trouble isn’t too many acts; it’s that 
the acts themselves rarely know 
when to stop. They go on and on 
till a dazed spectator is on verge of 
collapse. This is more or less true 


at this 
show runs 


usual 
the stage 
the time 


as | 


trimmed. | 


of them all, but particularly so in|} 
the case of the comics, *vho mistake | 


'lebor a point until even a good joke 


becomes dull. Staging is still 


| skimpy, but better than usual. 


Kinney handles songs in nice voice | 


but 
one 
titles. 
one solo 
Does 


his m.c.ing invariably leaves 
in the dark as to names and 
Alfred Apaka clicks with the 
song effort he’s allotted. 


Outfit stacks up _ impressively, 
being able to switch easily from the 


island style to rhythm stuff. It’s 
composed of five ex-George Hall 
men on three saxes, trumpet and 


piano, while remaining four rhythm, 
drums, bass, and two guitars (one 
electric) are handled by natives. 
band tune is smart, all five 
girls working maracas for good ef- 


| fect. 


Sears, House Line (8), Herb Six 
House Orch; ‘Girl in 313’ (20th). 
It's a return to the established 
policy of combining trio of standard 
acts, an amateur contest winner and 
the house regulars into 50 minutes 
on stage at the Tower this week. | 
Show follows a few weeks of units 


and bands and had a goodly pace set 
for it‘'in advance, This one holds its 
own nicely. 








‘Yankee Doodle Revels’ was sug 

gested as the title, with ‘the 4th’ 
coming as the closing day of the 
| show's week, and girls are in the 
mood with a drum-beating, knee- 
lifting number. Girls 
three-some opens lé List tand 
ard acts with acro ic routine set in 
white bathins uits. They’re ade- 
quate and rightly spotted. 

Jackson and Nedra get off some 
better than average dancing, and 
Nedra adds to the act with her fig- 
ure. They enter in a double routine, 
each takes a solo turn and wind up 
together on pair of miniature steps 
Lester Harding, resident m.c., con- 
tributes a baritone ‘Say It’ as his 


entry, confining himself to a single 
song in place of the duo he usually 
offers. 


Harding then introduces. Billy 
Sears, 18-year old from Topeka, 
Kans., as the amateur discovery of 
the week and youngster proves 
okay. He does neat baton twirling, 
though presentation need to be 
Vv orked on Onl a ng 1 Iew I rn 
ites In ] first 1 ) pe ice I re 
Mary Graham Minor’s linegir] hov 
themselves na ballet number set to 
Tales of a Vienna Woods,’ and aud 
ence gave more than its usual re 
ponse One of tne pest etl- 
1orts. 

Balance of now taken over by 

ie standard Evelyn Brent-Harry 
Fox company, first bit being a solo 





of mimicry and impressions by Gene 
Fields. Presentation revolving around 


‘Wish Upon a Star’ permits his en- 


try into imitations of film starg_and 
political figures and he came off 
with a good response after intro- 
ducing Fox at this show Fox's 
chore is an ‘Ida’ in the Eddie 
Leonard manner, and then he gives 


over to foiling for Miss Brent (Mrs 


Fox) upon her entry. atter and 
mug ng with Fox bring out some 


sood material, some just fair. Fields 
' a Lionel Barryn as Miss 
Jrent works out a scene from one of 
her films. ‘Silver Horde.’ Act is 
smoothly knit. 

Finale ‘Anchors Aweigh,’ 
virls clogging, akes full use of sei- 
ting in a fiag motif, and Sears fronts 
ell with his flash-lighted baton. 

Q ; > | 


be 


does ore 


to 





it W 


with | 


Opening setup, The Bricklayers, is 


a standard dog act. This is its sec- 
ond stand here in six months. Dis- ! 
playing a pack of well-trained 
terriers, setup goes over easily. 


Setting is a bricklaying construction 


job, the hounds, in costume, being 
the constructors. Layout is smart, 
too, in that it’s not just a series 


of tricks. There’s 
the ‘foreman,’ who’s always bend- 
ing the elbow at a nearby pub (part 
of the scenery), the workman in- 
jured by falling material, his wife 
being called and then the arrival of 
an ambulance pulled by a dog made 
up as a horse. Good stuff and solid 
for kids particularly., Finale has 
hounds leaping onto swinging, 
trapeze-like platforms transferring 


a slight story in 


them from one side of the stage to 
the other. 
Buster Shaver and midgets Olive 


standard 


and George retain their 
f d dance 
} 


Singing-dancing turn. Vari 


{ 
smoot 


routines, done fairly hly and 
with much audience appeal, high- 
light 

Ger € G vot has pal tou h fé W 
minute arming up his listener: 
but once done he has clear sail- 
ing H routine of garbled English 
is familiar by now but he has to 
rely much more on gags to get over. 
In thi instance the warm-up 
process is forced by weak material 
‘ Improves as he goes 





l however, and at the finale he 
was clicking here. For the bow-off 
he drops into straight talk, express- 
ng thanks and introing Kinney. 
Wood. 
ORIENTAL, CHI 
Chicago, J 30 
J Te. 2 ton Orch 15) th 
Hele potne Ba f ) Este 
\ le € Voa ( d R ; 
4 e of WV a Por rs’ R } 
Follo d € er t ! 
I ine I f I f { al 
Hote el I e | t 
é et. ( t nd 
e Orie a , nd 
Outfit ince te f of Ter 
atisfaction. Band flew in f the 
Hotel New Yorker (N. Y.) for thi 
pre-buvuoked  daie, interrup it 
Gotham run; Joe Venuti’s orch sub- 
stituting for the solo weel 
While bp irily a dance aggrega- 
tion, Clit 1 orche a nes 
through with « erable entertain- 
ment. No questior yout the ten- 
ability of the band itself. In addi- 
tion, it ha: yme good specialty rk 
in groups and singles, with Jimmy 
Curry tron nist. partic rly or- 
ing witn nis comeayv voc Z _esne- 
‘ially the operatic burlescue of the 
Little F er. T! clevel 
tuff that could be developed further 
Helen Sothern, ocalist 
with the band, turns mpetent 





session. 





Specialty turns are the d: > act 
of Barr and Estes and the \ rilo- 
Guial Valent P Vox Roth are 


‘Make Believe Island’ down | 
temple beckdrop. | front with neat band backing. 


After playing the show from the 
pit, Andy Kirk’s orchestra is onstage 
for the latter and better portion of 
the bill. Recently out of the Cot- 


| ton Ciub, N. Y., Kirk follows cus- 


tom of this house by turning loose 
the brasses to tickle the Harlemites 
but almost blast the eardrums of the 
casual visitor. Band has passable 
arrangements, a nice rhythm section, 
excellent pianist in 
Williams and a sock addition in 
Floyd Smith, who evokes eloquent 


melody and weird effects from sev- | 


different kinds of electric 
guitars. June Richmond, a _ portly 
shouter, ignites the house as usual, 
but Pha Terrell fails to come up to 
his noisy reception. 

Top bits in the first portion of the 
show are the Novelle Trio 
Acts), Flashe and Sunda (New Acts) 


eral 


| vulgarity for humor and then be- | Loew’s State only a few weel - 
; hy re veeks ago 


| with her plates, balls, etc. 


Mary Lou} 


as stage entertainment; second, the 
maestro’s singing is so sub-par that 
it can be taken as a gag. 

Band’s rather negative stage im- 
pression is all the more surprising in 
view of some of the excellent musi- 
cians in the crew, including Jess 
Stacy, piano; Ray Bauduc, drums; 
Eddie Miller, sax; Bob Haggart. bass, 
and Muggsy Spanier. trumpet. 
There’s some dash in the jamming 
quartet and octet groupings, but the 
rest of the musical output is more 
ballroom than theatre, 

Crosby’s femme vocalist is Doris 
Day, a Nell Brinkley blonde who's 
more attractive on sight than sound. 
She sings ‘Shake Down the Stars.’ 
‘Six Lessons From Mme. LaZonga’ 


and ‘Si Si’ in fair fashion. Most 
important of all, however, is her 
nifty appearance. She might be a 


picture. bet if looking as well 
through a lens as she does from the 
balcony, 

Three variety turns make up the 
rest of the show, and in as much 
as all are along novelty lines. there 
really isn’t very much variety. 
Trixie, juggler, appeared at nearby 


She's a 


| cute little femme and a fast worker. 


| 


Rollo and Verna Pickert, mixed 
team dancing on stilts, are held to 
three minutes and get over as well 
as possible. The girl is a beaut and 
both look very young. 

The Three Sailors, standard 
knockabout acro turn for years, 
don’t appear. so often on Broadway 
any more, but apparently are just as 
welcome as ever. Their screwball 
comedy clicked all the way Friday 
night (28). 

_There’s also some comedy injec- 
tion up ahead via three bandsmen 
doing an imitation of Sally Rand's 


fan dancing. It’s small-timev. life- 
| of-the-party stuff, with the boys 


(New | 


and a novelty opener by the house | 


line. Novelles, white, have an ac- 
cordion offering, with clickish music 
nicely presented and the knowledge 
of when to leave. Flashe and Sunda 
are an exotic dance offering calcu- 
lated to get the gents stirred up and 
send ’em out talking. Pair can dance 
well enough and they add a couple 
of expressive bumps to a native 
conga routine. 

House line’s novelty number is the 
opener, with the gals doing a tap 
routine while bouncing huge rubber 


balls in simple and complicated 
rhythms More ambitious’ than 
usual for the house and a deserved 
click with the audience For the 
rest, there is a standard gymnast 


act, Hee and Lee (New Acts), more 
offerings by the house line, a shrill 


femme vocalist and the usual assort- 
ment of aleged comedians hammer- 
ing at fatigued material. He and 
Lee comprise the bill other ofay 
turn Hobe. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 
Emphasis on the United States’ 
need for a maximum acceleration of 
defense preparations the major 
subject on this week’s Embassy bill. 
The contrast from programs of 
more recent weeks, in which the 
foreign embroglio has been the main 
source of the news, serves to point 
the international tuation, in 
the Yanks may ultin be 


point 


1s 


the 


up 
which 


} 


atelv 
he focal 
é 


The R 


NY j 
publican Nationa! 


PI lelp 1 would 


‘e peen Co! cere more or 
a propaganda 


peed- 


rd fron 
viewpoint, in these di the 

K\merican defenses in the air, 
and sea have grim under- 

Keynoting the defense fil: 
the March of Times latest release, 
‘The United States Navy—1940.’ 

A first insight into the personality 
f Wendell L. Willkie is gleaned 
from the reel interview (Metro) 
upon his ‘thank y peech follow- 
ing the nomur He ‘sts a 

ality no Republican 

joyed in many year: 

very little else on the bill 
erest, with the 

touches being 
nreparations for 
Max Baer-Tony 


winner to 


land 


tones 


on 


nC 
Ilo 


} yu’ 
lation. Suggs 
bens 
e hi é 
There’ 
cular 
lig 
the 
the forthcoming 
Galento 
] 


way 
oi part 
; of the 


htar 
tne nter 


over to 
the meet 
title 


puf- 


heavyweight 
so much 


it’s 


| single-o, 


rolling up their trousers to the knees 


and each manipulating a pair of 
small fans. 
Show clocks in 59 minutes: busi- 


ness only fair opening night. S¢ 


} 
itu, 


CHICAGO, CHI 





Chicago, June 29. 


George White’s ‘Scandals’ 37) 
with Ella Logan, Ben Blue, Ross 
Wyse, Jr. & Co. (2), Kim Loo Sis- 
ters (4), Knight Sisters (2), Chrise 
tine Forsythe, Billy Reyes, Craig 
Matthews, 24 Girls; ‘Safari’ (Par). 


With the exception of Willie and 
Eugene Howard and Ann Miller, this 
is practically the same show that 
played for $3.30 at the legit Erlanger 


just a few months ago. On that 
score alone the show figures as a 
neat enough bargain for the 75c. 
mob; but, in addition, there ji uf- 
ficient entertainment and meat to 
keep the audience happy at all time 

Most of the slow stuff from the legit 
version had been removed, the re- 
mainder being okay. Skit and 
blackouts have been chopped to a 


which is sufficient. 
It adds up now strictly as a regu- 


lar vaude unit with the former $3.36 
tag, the George White moniker and 
a couple of names to give impor- 


tance 
Straight 


ily. 


variety acts click stead- 
Knight Sisters score excellently 


with their hand-to-hand adagio 
work, doing routines that are usually 
reserved for men. Ross Wyse, Jr., 
and his femme partner keel ‘em 
over with their acrobatic hoke and 
knockabout. Wryse’s falls ars n- 
matched in vaudeville and ne . 
teadily developing a comic ap- 
proach that urefire. Gal, te z 
real asset and together they i 

to cinch appeal. 

Kim Loo Sisters have been around 
in vaude and units for vears now, 
and they are still doing their dance 
bit with four dummie d walize 
pleasantly enough « i uple of 
choruse: In addition. the m.c. oc- 
casionally sill Reyes a juggler 
Dut was off the show on opening day 
due to illness. .He goes in on the 
show today (Saturday). H com- 
edy talk and general all-around 


juggling are standard. 


Christine Forsythe is doing the 
tap routines, formerly the wi of 
Ann Miller in this show. Miss 
Forsythe is a very tall girl, has a 
food knowledge of tap dancins but 
needs plenty of schooling in show- 
manship and delivery Craig 
Mathews vocals excellently and 
makes a clean-cut appearance 

Ben Blue is the individual d- 
out with his regular vaudeville 
routine that has been tried and 
proved for years. He socks on the 
taxi-dancehall bit and the comedy 
Russian terp. Fila Logan !ooks 
better than ever and cleaned up 

(Continued on neoce 47) 
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Bway Up Slightly; 
Great $34,000, 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (comedy), D (drama), R 
(revue), M (musical), F (farce), 
O (operetta). 

Dubarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(30th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). More 
favorable weather early in week 
made for strong attendance; slipped 
off last half, but takings topped pre- 
vious week; $20,500. 

*Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden (93d 
week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Longest run 
musical remaining; is runner-up in 
matter of gross and may extend well 
into next season; getting repeaters; 
quoted excellent $24,500. 

‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broadhurst. 
After playing six weeks, suspended 
Saturday (29) until middle of Au- 
gust; business had been improving, 
but shut down to evade July and 
salary cut plan snagged; estimated 
around $18,000. 

‘Ladies in Retirement,” Miller (14th 
week) (D-940; $3.30). Picked up and 
held most of first half gain with tak- 
ints around $8,000; with house and 
show under some management okay 
at that level and engagement. indeti- 
nie. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (34th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Tops the 
straight plays and only variance is 
number of standees; rated at $18,500; 
figured to easily top year’s run. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial (5th , 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Sensational | 
draw with hordes of standees attend- | 
ing: no other musical even close to 
pace of newer arrival and gross 
again well over $34,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (37th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Holding its own, though = early 
straight show leader has been un- 
der early pace; close to $14,000 
quoted and expected to stick into 
new season. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (14th 
week) (C-1,075; $3.30). Last week 
claimed to be best grosser since 
opening, with takings approaching 
$5,500: making some money, and may 
stay through summer. 

Cort 


‘The Male Animal,’ (25th 


week) (C-1,064; $3.30). Has scored 
good run, and should last through 
summer; business off for some 
weeks, but operating profit mght 


along; $9,090 quoted. 
‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
(9th week) (D-1,375; $3.30). Led 
straight show division for time and 
now runner-up; slipped under $16,- 
000 for first time; low for engage- 
ment, but still okay; after next week 
Saturdays will be dropped. 
‘Tobacco Road, Forrest (25\1st 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). No telling 
how long champ drama stayer will 
stick: around $3,500; operation made 
possible because of low costs. 
‘Walk With Music,’ Barrymore 
(4th week) (M-1,104; $3.30). Suspen- 
sion of two musicals until next month 
may help this one, which started 
very lightly; with casteon cut salaries 
may get by at approximately $8,000. 
Suspended Musicals 
‘Higher and Higher’; dated to re- 
light at Shubert Aug. 5. 
‘Keep Off the Grass’: 
sume at Broadhurst about Aug. 


WOODS’ ‘GOOD BYE’ FOR 
L.A; ‘PEOPLE’ FIRM 56 


» 


« 


slated to re- 
15. 





Los Angeles, July 
Two-thirds of town’s legit is cen- 
tered in the Hollywood sector, with 
the relighting (1) of El Capitan with 
the Al Woods production, ‘Goodbye 
to Love,’ starring Joan Blondell, and 
‘Meet the People,’ at the Playhouse. 
Latter added better than $5,000 last 
week, with about three more stanzas 
to go. Jack Laughlin’s ‘Tattle Tales’ 
continues at the Mayan, kept alive 
mostly by service charge ducats. 
Biltmore starts its 1940-41 
July 18, when Gertrude Lawre 
hopping direct from New 
opens 10-day run in ‘Skyle ark.’ 


-ason 


e. 


York 


a, 


SE 


Joan Blondel!’ $ Love, 
$6,000, Weak in Frisco 


San Francisco, July 2 
Bay city didn’t take, as expected 
to “Oscar Wilde,’ which wound up 


second-final week with 
$5,000, at the Curran. 


estimated 
Joan Blondell 


in ‘Goodbye to Love,’ at neighboring 
Ceary, was a little better with ap- 


proximately $6,000 on simultaneous 
second-final stanza. 

‘Meet the People’ bows into Geary 
July 22, with Gertrude Lawrence's 
‘Skylark’ set for Curran July 29. 


‘Margin,’ 6!4G, in B’klyn 
Brooklyn, July 2. 
Clare Boothe’s ‘Margin For Er- 
ror’ invaded the Brighton theatre 
and got approximately fine $6,500 
opening week. 


? 


It is being held over another | 
stanza. Management plans to follow | 
with Molly Picon’s ‘Morning Star.’ 


| tres adjacent to the razed elevated 


‘La. Purchase 
Night Off, $16, 000 


“FIREFLY, 2D L’VILLE 
PROD., GETS $12,500 , 





Louisville, July 2. 

Second week of the six-week sum- 
mer operetta season at Iroquois 
Amphitheatre, which is being pro- 
duced by the Shuberts, wound up| 
with a near-capacity house Saturday | 
(29) for ‘The Firefly.’ Highlights of 
the operetta were Alexander Gray, | 


Bernice Claire, Jack Sheehan, Doug- | 
las Leavitt, Hope Emerson, and the | 
settings by Rollo Wayne. Several | 
cuts were made m the original score, | 
and ‘Donkey Serenade,’ from the-+ 
M-G film, was interpolated. 

Weather was cool all week, but 
did not deter patrons from filling 
most of the seats. Threatened rain 
did not materialize and no perform- 
ances were lost. Estimated gross on 
the week was about $12,500. ‘Any- 
thing Goes,’ third week’s bill, opened 
Monday (1) 


THEATRES EYED 
AT BROADWAY 
‘OUTPOSTS 


Chances of legit activity in thea- | 








line at 53d and Broadway, New York, 
are being dicussed on the Main Stem. 


f. Boy,’ 


Fred Stone, ‘Ah Wilderness,’ Berk- | 
shire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass., 
July 8. 

Eric Linden, 
| Maine Civic theatre, 


‘Another Language,’ 
Portland, Me., 


| July 8. 


Francis Lederer, Claudia Morgan, 
jo Time for Comedy,” 
heatre, Maplewood, N. J., July 8 
Lenore Ulric, ‘Her Cardboard 
| Lover, Cohasset, Mass., July 8. 
Louise Campbell, Hume Cronyn, 
Lakewood Playhouse, 
July 8 


Skowhegan, Me., ; 
‘Our 


Constance Collier, Betters,’ 


| Bucks County playhouse, New Hope, 


Pa., July 15. 

Betty Hutton, Libby Holman, Ralph 
Holmes, ‘The Greeks Had a Word 
for It,’ Marblehead, Mass., July 22. 


11 Minn. Mayors 


Pledge Help For 
Rotary Stock Co. 


Minneapolis, July 2. 
Responding to the invitation of 
Mayor George E. Leach of Minne- 
apolis, mayors of 11 other Minne- 








sota cities pledged themselves to aid | 


organizing of their communities for 
support of a state-wide dramatic 


stock company. Troupe would be or- | Afterward they talked it over in| 


ganized by Henry Adrian and pro- 
duce locally seven New York suc- 
cesses and tour 
them. 

Machinery is being set in motion 
to enlist sufficient subscribers to in- 
sure the venture. Each play would 
start in Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
then visit the other cities. They 


would be presented at intervals of | 


approximately one a month. 





People in show business with an 
eye to possible realty bargains are 
being aware that | 


the banks owning several theatres | 


those concerned, 


have indicated they are in the mood | 


to receive offers. 


Banks have taken over nearly 50% | 


of the legiters during the past 10 | 


years through mortgage foreclosures. | 


UP STRONGLY IN CHI 


A realty upturn had been expected 


but no such development appears 
to be in sight. Insiders state that 


the banks are tiring of charging off 
losses on theatres which are tenant- | 
less most of the time and are ready 
to unload. 

Houses expected to change hands 
are the New Yorker and Adelphi, | 
both on 54th street, and the Broad- 
way, at 53d street. The Manhattan 
(formerly Hammerstein’s) is also at 


the latter junction but is under lease | 
Broadcasting Sys- | 


to the Columbia 
tem. 

Those considering making offers 
for the properties point out that all 
four houses are not far from 52d 
street where the Alvin spotted. 
Latter is accepted as being the legit 
outpost on Broadway. It has ample 
capacity, while the theatres one and 
two blocks north have as many, if 
not more, 

Number 
within 


is 


seats. 
of bank-owned 
the Times Square zone are 
being operated by managers under 
a guarantee of fixed charges plus a 
percentage of the profits. 


theatres 


‘ o ’ 
Oscar Wilde’ May Be 
° ? 

A Revival for B’way 
ie’ may be 
next season, 
at the Fulton, 
of 1938 and scored 
Robert Morley, 
principally credited 
‘Wilde,’ which was 
Norman Marshall, 
the road la 


Gilbert 


‘Oscar W 
Bi oadway 
pre 
fall 
with 


repeated on 
Play was 
N.Y., in the 
a success, 
English actor, 
with the click. 
presented by 
not to 


ile 


sented 


was 
st season, 
Miller was principally 
concerned in the presentation of 
‘Wilde,’ although his name was not 
mentioned in the billing. Marshall 
operated the Gate theatre, London, 
where ‘Victoria Regina’ was 
wee n. He turned it over to Miller 

whose presentation over here, with 
Helen Hayes starred, played to sen- 
sational business at the Broadhurst, 
and on tour. 


enn 
sent 





Touring Out of Frisco 
San Francisco, July 2. 
‘Oscar Wilde,’ with Laird Cregar | 


|in the title part, completed a two- 


week date here at the Curran. 
Plans call for touring the west, 


|} with a Broadway showing later. 





first | 


All the mayors agreed there is ‘a 
large potential audience throughout 
the state which wants to see plays 
on the living stage.’ Adrian hopes to 
bring a total of 17 towns into the 
fold, 


C; ATHER,’ 146 HOLDS 


| Chicago, July 2. 


‘Life with Father’ continues its 


bright pace in the 1,200-seat Black- | 


| stone, coming through last week 


with approximately $14,000 and in-| 


| dicating plenty more staying power. 
| Al Jolson musical, ‘Hold On To 

Your Hats,’ has been put back to 
| July 15 in the Grand Opera House, 
its opening coinciding with the get- 
|}away of the Democratic National 
| Convention here, , 





|Showmen Sten Up War 
Relief; Havens for Kids 


The American Theatre Wing of the 
Allied Relief Fund is stepping up its 
(efforts to help war _ unfortunates, 
Heretofore women of the stage have 
been the principal participants, but a 
men’s division of w.k. showmen has 
been formed. 

Among the first 
find havens for 


objectives is to 
child refugees from 
Europe. Number of players have 
signified their willingness to take 
in at least one kid refugee. First 
group of youngsters from abroad, 
|mostly from England, arrived in New 
‘York Monday (1). After the war the 
kids may be repatriated, but if par- 
| ents are not located they are to be 
| adopted by temporary foster parents 

Men’s division announced that all 
people of the theatre, not only ac- 
tors, but managers, musicians, ticket 
sellers, press agents, stagehands and 
others, are invited to join the Wing, 


membership being $1 per year. Male 
end’s committee not only takes in 
authors, managers and players, but 
also composers and newspaper peo- 


ple affiliated with show business. 
Drive for membership will include 
'road and summer theatres. So-called 
‘audience units’ will be recruited in 
the strawhats. Although non-theat- 
rical people will not be members 
| of the Wing, aid in one form or an- 
other will be welcomed. Gertrude 


| Lawrence donated her salary to the 
| Wing when appearing in ‘Private 


| Lives’ at Cape Playhouse, Cape Cod. 
| Wing had its day at the World’s 
| Fair yesterday (Tuesday). Tickets at 
| $5 each were sold, entitling bearer 
to lunch and admission to a fiock of 
shows and concessions, all donated. 
Stated that the value of the tickets 
approximated $29, only cost to the 
committee being 50c for entrance to 
| the Fair. 


~ eta ay al 


a 


the circuit with | 


| Strawhat Bookings | Amherst, Mass., Sees Live Actors, 


And Actors See a Perfect Theatre 





Amherst, Mass., July 2. 


isn’t easily ruffled. For more than 


This staid New England village | 


, ture dealings and guide the council 
in regulating the managements. 
As of Monday (1) there were 78 


100 years it has echoed to the hell-! spots operating under Equity ap- 


raising 
and remained calm, 
local sensations and 
crises, and outwardly it gave no sign. 


of Amherst college studes | proval. 
It has had its) seven are Class B, six Class B Modi- 
community | fied and seven under special con- 


Of these, 58 are Class A, 


| cession. Expected there will be an- 


Like the picture of its patron, Baron | other half-dozen or so to post bond 


| Jeffrey Amherst, 


Inn, it remained impassive. 
But there was an intangible feeling 
|of excitement in the air last week. 


Its currents rippled along the wide 
| streets, across the shaded lawns and 


| penetrated the sedate homes of these | 
And so on) 


tough-crusted Yankees. 


shower to assemble in Kirby Memo- 


rial theatre on the campus and see | 


the first real actors to come here 
within memory. It was an occasion. 

The stars were Sylvia Sidney, 
gayer and much prettier than her 
films had led them to expect; her 
husband, Luther Adler, of that 
Group Theatre of which they'd 
heard, and several others familiar 


| through appearances within motor-_ 
This | 


jing distance at Stockbridge. 
|was Broadway — Broadway and 
| Hollywood—the real thing at last. 
Amherst wasn’t going to miss it, and 
| Amherst didn’t miss it. 


| the won't-be-too-impressed manner 
iof all audiences. Yet they liked it, 
they agreed. Some thought the play, 
|S. N. Behrman’s ‘No Time for 
| Comedy;’ was disappointing. New 
York critics had said pretty much 
| the same thing a year before, but 
| the people of Amherst wouldn’t have 
/known about that. Anyway, they 
liked the acting and the actors. And 
}although they wouldn't have ad- 
mitted it to a stranger, they liked the 


Monday night of last week (24) the! 
citizenry defied the hisses of a June | 


which adorns the | and thus obtain franchises. 
' sign outside handsome Lord Jeffrey | 





Oconomowoc Sked 


Chicago, July 2. 
| Thoda Cocroft, chief of the Coach 
'House Theatre at Oconomowoc, 


| Wis., *midwest’s top-ranking summer 
spot, has set the following weekly 
| production schedule for the summer 
season which gets underway July 
15: ‘Get Ready to Live,’ by Sarah 
Greenhill; ‘East Lynne,’ with a new 
/acting version by Thoda Cocroft; 
‘Summer Heat,’ by Everett Glass; 
‘As the Twig Is Bent,’ by Lillian 
Beyon Thomas; ‘Very Liberal Arts,’ 
| by Muriel Roy Bolton, and ‘Safe 
Crossing,’ by Courtenay Savage. 
These and five other plays ara 
eligible for the $300 Marjorie Mont- 
gomery Ward Baker award. 





Pa. Theatres Hit by Weather 
Reading, Pa., July 2. 

Three summer theatres are now 
operating in this locality, but busi- 
ness is hard hit by cold weather and 
intermittent rains. 

Ruth Chatterton is in Noel Cow- 
ard’s ‘Private Lives’ at Kenley’s 
Deer Lake theatre, near Orwigs- 
burg. At Green Hills Lake, in a con- 
verted barn, ‘High Tor’ is being 
staged by S. Wesley McKee. The 
Brandywiners, of Wilmington, Del., 
boasting a cast of 125 people, will do 





‘Pirates of Penzance’ July 25-27. 





_ Strawhat Tryouts 


injection of life the company had 
given the town. They hoped it was | 
going to bring business to their | 


| stores and restaurants and boarding- 
| houselike inns. Yes, Amherst thought 
its first taste of summer theatre was 
| all right. 
B. O. Good Despite Rain 
Considering that it was only 
first week of a new venture, that it 


rained every night but Saturday, and | 
news and the broad- | 
casts from the Republican conven- | 


that the war 
tion were crimping theatre attend- 
ance everywhere, business was en- 
couraging. Receipts for the opening 
week were several hundred dollars 
{above expenses, audiences were 
pleased and word of the theatre was 
spreading over the rolling, wooded 
hills and through the neighboring 
| towns, as customers from Northamp- 
; ton, Holyoke, Springfield and even 
Hartford proved 

But if the town liked the actors, 
the actors reveled in the town. 
They’d never seen such a theatre. 
Nothing in New York could compare 


with it, they agreed. Its superbly- 
equipped stage, luxurious dressing 
rooms, well-planned workshop, 


ideally-built auditorium and perfect 
rcoustics were a trouper’s dream. 
They also found the village pretty 


and the townspeople surprisingly 
friendly. Only one flaw marred the 
setup; not by influence, bribery or 


cajolery could anyone obtain a bite 


to eat or a drink after midnight. For | 


post-performance 
fun, one had to 
{nearby hamlets. 

This week manager Harold J. Ken- 
nedy is presenting Edward Everett 
Horton in ‘Springtime for Henry’; 
next week Tallulah Bankhead in 
‘The Second Mrs. Tanqueray,’ the 
following week Jane Cowl in ‘Cap- 
tain Brassbound’s Conversion.’ 


nourishment or 
go to one of the 


Equity Gathering Data 
With strawhats steadily 
number and 
extending its 
their direction, gathering data for 
future guidance and preparing to 
deal with violations of its rules. The 
association’s council, disturbed at 
recurring instances of members ap- 
pearing in unlicensed establishments, 
is making ready to discipline such 

infractions of the regulations. 

The organization is also compil- 
ing facts and’ figures, to an extent 
never before attempted, on all sum- 
mer theatre employment. Edward 
Everett Hale, Equity’s representa- 
tive on the subject, is keeping a 
record of every contract, engage- 
ment, the salary involved and any 
| other pertinent information. Come 
| the season’s end, the association will 
, have a mass of statistics which it 
, hopes will help the members in fu- 


increasing 
Equity 
eye in 


in importance, 


watchful 


is 


Sw A led nc aaa 


the | 


(This. Week) 
(Opened Monday (1), unless other- 
wise noted) 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North,” Owen Davis 
| adaptation of stories by Richard and 
| Frances Lockridge, at Lakewood the- 


atre, Skowhegan, Me. 
‘Mazeppa,’ by H. M. Milner, at 
County theatre, Suffern, N.Y. 


(opened last week). 

‘Two Weeks with Pay,’ revue as- 
sembled by Ted Fetter and Richard 
Lewine, at Ridgeway theatre, White 
Plains, N. Y. (opened last week), 


(Next Week) 
(Opening July 8, unless otherwise 
noted) 

‘Four Cheers for Mother,’ by Philip 
Dunning and L. G. Lighton, at Red 
Barn theatre, Locust Valley, L. I 

‘Cafeteria,’ by Leyla Georgie, 
County theatre, Suffern, N. Y. 

‘Our Girls,’ by Conrad Seiler, 
Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. Y. 


RIO RITA’ CLICKS 
IN ST. LOUIS DEBUT 


9 


a 


at 


at 


St. Louis, July 

Ziegfeld’s ‘Rio Rita,’ presented for 
two weeks in the Muncipal Theatre 
Assn.’s al fresco playhouse in Forest 


Park in 1931, and again in 1933, re- 
turned last night (Monday) for a 
one-week = stand. Balmy weather 


lured out opening mob for approxi- 
mately $4,000, good. Piece marked 
final appearance of the for 
Rosemarie Brancato, who clicked in 
‘Naughty Marietta’ and repeats in 
the romantic role with Lansing Hat- 
ficld, who also bows out of the local 
picture with current engagement 
Cass Daley, bombastic comedienne 
who was sock in ‘Marietta,’ continues 
in role of Dally Bean. It 
last chore of the current sea- 
The Debonairs click with 
new eccentric 
Audrey 
together 
during 


Ane 
season 


right on 
is her 
son 


a 


routine, 
Christie and 
with Bobby 


Jack Good, 
Jarvis, a click 
the 1935 season, handle the 
comedy roles acceptably. Thalia 
Mara and Gisella Caccialanza, bal- 
erinas, are okay with their routines. 
Al White, Jr.. and Lew Christensen 
whip up their colorful interp of 
‘Congo’ for the line. In support are 
Bob Lawrence, Joseph McCaulay. 
Al Downing, Frederick Persson, 
Karen Lynd andsJames Gillis. 

First local presentation of ‘Apple 
Blossoms’ ended one-week stand 
Sunday (30) with an estimated take 
of $35,000. Low temperature during 
first few nights chilled payees, put 
as weather warmed up customers be- 
came more numerous. Approximate- 
65.600 saw piece. 


1. 
ay 
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War's After Effects 


In a scholarly essay on the status of the drama in relation to democ- 
racy and the effect of the war upen both, Brooks Atkinson in the Sun- 
day (30) N. Y. Times wrote in part: 

‘To the vast majority of playgoers the theatre is part of the amuse- 
ment industry. By wii, humor and showmanship the theatre, when it 
is lucky, gives playgoers a good time. There is no reason why that 
cheerful function of the theatre should ever change. Nor need it be 
contemptuously dismissed as an escapist retreat from maturity 

‘It is logical to expect that in time our drama will be enormously 


affected by the fall of France 
quest, heart-breaking though they 


None of the other victims of con- 
may be, has cracked the structure 


of democratic thought quite so deeply, as this quick collapse of a great 


and venerated nation. 


‘The democratic way of life is primarily cultural; the drama is one of 


the active forces in culture. 


From 


now on there will be need of 


dramatists with imagination and creative ideals. In Germany, Italy and 
Russia the creative drama has long been dead. That may not seem like 
a matter of enormous importance during the chaotic fury of wartime, 
but it is a symptom of the cultural death that democracy cannot 


survive.’ 








‘Grass’ Folds: Chorus Burns At 
Ilka Chase for Nixing Wage Cut 


Summer's major disappointment 
came Saturday (29) with the sudden 


suspension of ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ | 
the | 


Shubert - produced revue at 
Broadhurst. N. Y., at the end of the 
revue’s sixth week. It was reported 
that the management, in announcing 
that ‘Grass’ would resume abcut the 
middle of August, figured to duck 
possible red operation during July, 


rated the dullest month for theatces. | 


Now it appears ‘grass’ may not sprout 
anew next month. 

Early this week some reports were 
1o the effect that ‘Grass’ is not cer- 
tain of resumption. Also said that 
the management is seeking to con- 





| Boyar’s ‘World’ 





The Boyar Associates, new 
| ond play for fall presentation. It is 
| ‘World of Their Own,’ by Gabriel R. 
| (Roy) Walling. Author is a former 
actor who has been a play broker 
for some seasons. 

Group had already announced a 
race track play called ‘Bangtails.’ 





EQUITY - LEAGUE 


| War, 


RENEWAL 


tact Maurice Chevalier, in France, | 
with an offer to join the cast. 

An attempt was made to keep 
the show open through summer, | 
the management proposing a sa od 
ary cut. After some difficulty | 


precipitated by two objecting prin- 
cipals, the slice was virtually set and 
then came the sudden order to shut 
down. Company went before Equi- 


ty’s cuts board, where it developed 


that Ilka Chase and Larry Adler, 
harmonica specialist, refused to ac- 
cept a cut in any form. A reduc- 
tion of one-third of all principals’ 


salaries was originally planned, 
which would have dropped the pay- 
roll $2,200 weekly, the management 


later agreeing to a 25% clip. 
Okay Press 
Understood that Jimmy Durante 


nd Ray Bolger, show's top names, 
had previously cut their salaries con- 
siderably. favorable 


busi- 


‘Grass’ drew a 
press. but after 
ness became top-heavy, attendance 
being light on the lower floor. Gross 


soon opening 


had been improving, however, and 
the closing order was all the more 
bitter to the company. 

Miss Chase was inade the butt of 
the folding by the choristers, who 
had aided her in Red Cro work 
The girls purchased yarn at her sug- 
gestion and devoted their spare time 


(Continued on page 44) 


New Suit for $100,000 
Vs. Shuberts in Boston 
On Ticket Manipulations 


Boston 

A $100,000 damage suit 
brought Suffolk County superio1 
court the Shuberts by 


July 2 
has 
in 


against 


Thomas F. Murphy, ticket é - 
leging violation of the M: ( 
‘anti-trust’ law MM ( ) 
combinations from re t ¢ 
and conspiring to contro] price: 
Named as defendants are e Shu 
bert Holding Co. Herric] Inc 
Boston Plymouth theatre, Wilb 
theatre, Inc., Select Theatres Corp 
end Martha Levy. 

Current suit is the second action 


instituted since the Shuberts gained 
contro] of the Herrick ticket agency 
and irked other ticket brokers 
taking first choice of seats for pro- 
ductions playing Shubert houses 
Practice of reselling tickets to other 
agencies at 25c per ticket premium 
was especially annoying. Miss Levy 


bv 


is in charge of the Herrick office 
here 

This suit is brought for jury trial 
while another suit filed Jast fall in 


€quity has been pending, but has not 
progressed since briefs were filed. 
Murphy and four other local ticket 
agents were plaintiffs and the 
Same Geiendants were named the 
case, except Miss Levy. 


in 


HELD UP 


Equity’s basic agreement with the 


managers, which carries with it 


an 


accord between the League of New 


| 


legit 
production group, have chosen a sec- | 


Pauline Lord's $150 Earnings Shown By Du Barry, 
Louisiana Purchase’ Point Up 


Quick Profits in Click Musicals 


Claim of Pauline Lord in the mat- 
ter of her appearance in ‘Suspect,’ 
which clcsed at the Playhouse, N. Y.., 


after a brief engagement during 
spring, was settled by arbitration. 


Actress claimed $300 which was cut 
from her salary, contending that ihe 
slice was to apply only if the play 
extended for two weeks starting 
from the date of reduction. She 
was awarded one-half of the claim. 

Arbitrators ruled that both she 
and the management had been Jax 
in making the deal. Play originated 
on the Coast. 


BWAY B.0. HAS 


SLIGHT PICKUP 


There was an upturn on Broadway 
the early half of last week, with cool 
weather a factor. Although attend- 
ance dipped during the final days, 
there were gross gains for some 
shows. Current week started with a 
continued weather break, but man- 


| 


agers anticipate a drop in business | 
| which is traditional over the Fourth | 


of July (Thursday). 


Betterment was 


occupancy is away under normal. 
Insiders say that midtown hotels are 
housing 50% fewer guests than last 
summer at this time, when capacity 
was registered by the best patron- 
ized spots. One popular hostelry 
claimed 72% occupancy late last 
week, but another was 52%. None 
was Capacity. 

Potential if not actual legit show 
patronage has come from expatriates, 
now back on this side because of the 
Revealed by the social] register 


that 700 families have been re- 


| patriated, such names appearing in 


York Theatres and the association on ' 


the ticket code, will expire Sept. 1, 
but as vet neither body has consid- 
ered extension of the pact. Indi- 
cated that some Equity leaders favor 
retaining the code, although others 
have viewed ticket control as rather 
outside the ken of actors’ activities. 
Proposal to raise minimum Salaries 
of players from $40 to $50 may delay 
extending 


the basic agreement 


which stipulates that Equity will not 


change policy during the season. As 
the boost is slated to come up fo! 
consideration early in the new sea- 
son, a stipulation covering that pro- 
posal may be inserted in the agree- 
ment, should the managers assent t 
uch provision. That the showmen 
would object is a definite possibility 

With the new state law limiting 
premiums on tickets to 75c over the 
boxoffice price possibly functioning 
by the time the new season begins 
the code is regarded a upplemen- 
tary in some quarters. However, the 
code contains provisions not con- 
tained in the statutes, including the 
prohibition against ticket buys, be- 
lieved to have caused high prices 
some years ago. 

Last season Equity balked at fur- 
ther participation in the code until 
revisions were made Principally 
dded was ; ‘enforcement author- 

: : hich } , 
f he ule ( ngee 1 
é P ( t } ¢ ’ 
vember that the code { 
aeciare¢ iga LU ne ¢ 

on the board penalized three ag 
¢ whit } 1 ticket I 1 
withhe f hort peri M 

r t | edb there é é 
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Leventhal’s Bronxer 


Brandt Bros. have leased to Jule: 
Leventhal the Windsor, Bronx, 
Y., for the summer, for 
tion of legit on a 1) 
basis. First will be ‘Margin for Er- 
ror,’ opening July 15. Others set. in 


shows 


the order in which they will play 
are ‘Morning Star, ‘Pins anc 
Needles’ and ‘No Time for Comedy 

Leventhal has the theatre. former- 
ly on the so-called ‘subway circuit. 
until Sept. 14. Brandts take it back 
then and on Sept. 19 return vaude- 
ville and pictures to the house at 
pop prices. 


the book recently issued. As they are 
persons of means, it is assumed they 
are theatre-goers. Most of the re- 
turned socialites are residing on 
Long Island. 

There are 11 remaining on 
Broadway, two than the same 
week last season, and 10 of the pres- 
ent list survive the summer. 
No attractions are due until 
September, but two musicals, ‘Higher 


shows 


less 


should 


new 


and Higher’ and ‘Keep Off the 
Grass,’ which suspended, are sup- 
posed to relight during August. Lat- 


ter, however, may not. 


Find 


Resort 


Refugee Players 
Going Tough; 


Tour Falls Through ssi» 


Refugee players who appeared in 
‘Reunion in New York’ at the Little, 
N. Y., last winter are laying off and 


reported in financial distress. There 
Vere Tw< pian for appearances 
through the mmer, but neither 
aterialized. Troupe wi: lated for 
Y er hote dates, but failed to 
iccep* offers by the May 1 deadline. 
They held off because of the promise 
of regular theatre bookings in Boston 
nd P delphia, but neither date 
as consu mated 
Most of the refugees are from 


Vienna. Their first 
Music Box last back- 
ng coming from people of the thea- 
re The the Little was 
inanced by business people said to 
be of the Both 


tractions 


appearance was 


summer, 


revue at 


cente! 
tne 


garment 


e 


ended in red. 


Sara Allgood, Preminger 
Win Equity Concessions 


" ; 
k 
E¢ \ ( ( ee} 
The e Ww I ( { - 
rect and S Allgood, formerly 
{ e lh Playe They will re- 
ectively appear in ‘Margin for 
Error’ and ‘Shadow and Substance.’ 
Equity rules bar non-citizen players 
from stock, either summer outfits or 
regular companies, but the regula- 
tion is virtually inoperative in the 
latter field, which has narrowed 
down t» a few scattered outfits 
There are, ever, more than 8&0 
imme 1 n action or about to 
tart, and the t nay top 100 
Exp ed that the exceptions were 
made in the cases of Miss Allgood 
and Preminger because they are ap- 
pearing in the same parts originated 
by the and there is provision in 
the rules for such appearances. Both 
<tock showings are for one week. 


not credited to a} 
| visitor influx, for up to date hotel 





Fast Routing 


Teddy Hart, the sawed off 


comic last seen in ‘See My 
Lawyer, wanted to know how 
he could break a jump from 
Peekskill, N. Y., to Mt. Kisco 
nearby. Harry Frazee, program 
director for CBS, who was 


queried on the matter, replied: 
‘Just jump!’ 


‘JUBILEE STAFF 
CUT TO BONE 
IN SHAKEUP 








Shakeup at the World's Fair 
‘American Jubilee’ has virtually de- 
nuded the front of the house staff. 
The let-outs are in line with orders 
from Harvey D. Gibson to bring 
about general economies. They ex- 
tend to other departments, but the 
slicing at the Fair’s own major show 
concession are regarded unduly 
excessive and may hamper the han- 


as 





| 
| 
| 


| 


; in 


dling of ‘Jubilee.’ Only Nick Holde, 
general manager, remains of the 
staff. 

Orders were to cut $1,000 weekly 


from the front of the house and 
resulted in summary dismissal of 
Holde’s assistants, John Tuerk and 
Mike Cavanaugh, also Car] (Doc) 
Hunt, who handled the visiting press, 
and Charles Washburn, show’s press 
agent. All were dronped without 
notice, but demanded and got one 


week’s pay. According to estimate: 
by showmen along the Great White 
Way, ‘Jubilee’ is in the oper: 
around $100,000. It cost 


iling red 
$480.000 to 


construct and produce. Weather is 
mostly blamed for the offish attend- 
ance at the calvacade, which drew 


raves in the press. Rain has fallen at 


some time every other day since t 
Fair opened May 11 
Dismissals were made at the in- 


unknown 
formerly 
Housing Com- 


stance of Joseph Upchurch, 
show circles. He w 
with the Federal 


as 


in Baltimore Fair head- 

ters credits him with the ‘typical 
American family’ idea as a draw and 
Upchurch is supposed to be a ‘pro- 


motional director.’ 


STAGE RELIEF FUND'S 
$29,463 TAKE IN °40-41 


The Stage Re lief k ich ha 
completed its eighth season, will be 
extended through the 1940-41 period 
For the season just ended, 14 
performances were given i of 
the Fund. Total b.o. was $28.531 and 
the sale of programs neited $932. I 
was the second best showing 
the Fund or ed. Mo 
vanced to players is re rded 
recipients to be loans rathe thar 
outright donatio: a if r t 
of repayment < er e | 
thoce yv . (t ‘ 

It ( 
ct f é 

: , he ‘ 
fore A least ‘ t ] 
nok henefit for the $ e Relief 
Fur ( er } 

TY); ‘ ‘ ve fr 
I T f é 

Most , ' an 
the strawhats come from Walte 
Armitage, who is conducting the 


Country theatre, Suffern, N. Y. All 
net proceeds during the 1l-week 
eason will be donated to the Allied 


telief Fund, he declares 


ero Hour’ Tries Coast 


Holivwod, July ? 
Hollywood Theatre Alliance ac- 
quired ‘Zero Hour,’ a new stage play 


yy George Sklar and Albert Maltz 


i d 
to follow ‘Meet the People.’ current- 
ly in its seventh month at the Holly- 
ood Playhouse, 

Drama is slated to ope late ir 


August. 


+ eS 


How quickly click musical come- 
dies can recapture production out- 
lays is indicated by the earning ca- 
pacity of “Louisiana Purchase, im- 
perial, N. Y., and ‘Du Barry Was a 
Lady,’ 46th Street. At its present 
gait, ‘Purchase’ will be on the right 
side of the ledger by the end of 
August or early September, mean- 
ing it will be out of the red in 11 or 
12 weeks after its Broadway debut. 
‘Du Barry,’ now in its 3lst week, 
won back its production cost in 15 
weeks. 

‘Purchase,’ which drew an oper- 
ating profit from its initial week out 
,of town, cost approximately $88,000. 
'*‘Du Barry’ had about the same 
budget, but the Imperial can gross 
more than the 46th Street. Formerthy, 


when production was more lavish 
and musicals had ticket scales at 
$5.50 and $6.60 top, the cost of mu- 
sical presentations ran more than 
double that of either ‘Purchase’ or 
‘Du Barry, which are $4.40 top. 
‘Purchase’ and ‘Du Barry’ are 
presented by B. G. (Buddy) De 


Sylva, being his first managerial ef- 
forts. Latter show is said to be 
wholly his, while the former, which 
has an Irving Berlin score, has the 


composer as a 50-50 partner. ‘Pur- 
chase,” which has been topping 
Broacway since opening, bettered 


$34,000 last week, said to be a house 
record. Standees were the rule at 
all performances, their being 87 on 
the hoof at last Wednesday's (26) 
maitinees and 90 that evening. 

It was figured that the turnaway 
at ‘Purchase’ would help other mu- 
sicals, but the suspension of ‘Higher 
and Higher’ and ‘Keep Off the Grass’ 


followed. It’s now expected that 
these closings will benefit the bal- 
ance of the skimpy summer bill of 
fare 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ still turning excel- 
lent profits at the Winter Garden, is 


credited with geiting back its in- 
vesiment faster than any musical on 
record. That was made possible be- 


cause it cost less than any other suce- 


cessful revue ever staged. Settings 
and some costumes came out of the 
Shubert storehouse, having origin- 
ated in at least half a dozen previcus 


attractions. Show was dolled up 
the winter and is current 
billed the ‘New Hellzapoppin.’ 


curing 


iDefense Fund Tax 
Won't Affect Legit; 
Brokers to Pay 11% 


Admission provisions of the Gov- 
ernment’s defense fund tax will not 
erially affect legit sho m¢ 
tickets for the drama having bee 
ubject to a 10% levy since the first 
World Wai When the tax ceili 
as dronned to 40c some vears ago, 
tax free balcony admissions at that 
evel were started by manavements 
of some low-cost shows 
rickets so priced now also come 
under the new law which started 
Monday (1) and which affixes a 10% 
levv on all admissions of 21lc or more. 
Instead of collecting 44 however, 
the te has been lifted to 50c by the 
few attractions which were usir the 
$0-cente Under th boost the 
Government will collect 5« i 
€ ra nickel goes to the manage- 
? 
Vriy K€ f new € i « 
for the collec ) of l1l* < 
1 el axe premiun Instead of 
8c be due on each ticket at 
75 e th the | office yf e, 
‘ ¢ t ri A ne Yr vabile h t 
f tic ‘ r t 50 pre i 
( o! »¢ | app A ere 
are aeencie I or 1 o! nree 
cities, the additional levy is expected 
to be picayune. The customer pays 
10% on the full amount charged, but 
uncer the law the broker must pay 


the extra 1% on the premium. 


Norion Still In Hospital 


William G. Norton, manager of the 


Music Box, N. Y., who was operated 
on two weeks ago, is still in the Hose 
pital for Joint Disease 

Patient has a room with a view, 

Oo porch privilege but has been 
tor hh 4 take advantage of that 
Norton, however, started a gag about 
Herman’ among the nurses: also sug- 


with 
their operations. 


gested a revue kit everybody 


Snowing 


a te 
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Strawhat Reviews 





POET’S CORNER 


Skowhegan, Me., June 29. 
Comedy in three acts by Vincent Price; 


resented by Lakewood Players; staged by 


Melville Burke; settings, Charles Perkins; 
at Lakewood playhouse, Skowhegan, Me., 
June 24-29 .if4u. $1.10 top. 

re SOPCMOGT, ccscnccedesceesye Ann Mason | 
Ao. - ve ceeateseaeanaees Musa Williams 
MED TROVIOR . conc ceesesareosves Rosalind Ivan | 
Laura Worihingion...... Margaret Callahan 
Peter Mortimer.........00- Owen Davis, Jr. 
Jim Mortimer.......ee0-0- ..Frank Wilcox 
Sucith Francis...ccesccsecs Louise Campbeil 
Mom. SIMME .. cv ccvocsrecceses Vincent l’rice | 





Actor-written offering registers as 
weak and amateurish, yet made fair- 
ly tolerable summer-theatre fare by 
Lakewood's usual smart staging and 
several good performances. Play 
won't go any further, however. 

Plot emerges as misty and dif- 
fusively talky, which is seemingly 
due more to author's paucity of in- 
spiration than to any attempt at re- 
writing Chekhov. Poetic son of a 
screwball mother and a hypochon- 
driacal father has career-vs.-mar- 
riage trouble, with childhood sweet- 
heart wearing four engagement 
rings at one time as walking symbol 
of lad’s inability to make up his 
mind. Part of poet, not clear as 
written, is made even more tiresome- 
ly mysterious by Owen Davis, Jr.’s 
reading of the lines. Climax, which 
arrives after papa’s tossing a need- 
less collapse from heart trouble, has 
the poet impulsively carrying the gal 
(Louise Campbell) off the stage in 
the direction of the nearest preacher, 
the romantic snatch apparently mo- 
tivated by nothing more profound 
than a bout of nerves. 


The author injects novel elements 
inte the familiar proceedings by 
switch of career-marriage dilemma 
to son instead of to traditional daugh- 
ter; and by providing the pater in- 
stead of the mater with the weak 
ticker. Additional note of novelty is 
furnished by author-actor Price sin- 
gling out a slim, rather unnecessary 
role for himself—that of the poet’s 
Greenwich Viilage roommate. 


Ann Mason’s mother role is the 
standout acting job, with the other 
fernme cast members failing to rise 
above the handicaps of their mate- 
rial. Davis, Jr.’s youthfl manner- 
isms are likeable, but another win- 
ter in Hollywood doesn’t seem to 
have supplied the vocal variety that 
he has lacked in the past. Frank Wil- 
cox (the father) makes an imper- 
fectly imagined character believable, 
sharing the acting honors with Miss 
Mason. Price’s performance is not 
too seriously rendered. 

Two sets by Charles Perkins are 
well designed and executed. Melville 
Burke’s direction is up to usual 
standard. Dono. 


MR. and MRS. NORTH 


Skowhegan, Me., July 1. 


Comedy by Owen Davis, based on stories 


by Richard and Frances Lockridge; pre- 
senied at Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan, 
Me.. July 1, 1940. 

Albert Hackett 


and Vincent Price. 


Attempted repeat of a ‘Life With 
Father’ formula, with 
from the Lockridge stories in 
the New Yorker mag, registers as 
dubious for Broadway in its present 
form. Childless title couple, while 
no Cla:e ce Days, hold interest as 
played by Joyce Arling and Albert 
lackett, but proceedings soon be- 
come corny whodunit 


gated to the background, while col- 
legiate policeman Vincent Price un- 
legiate policeman iVncent Price un- 
divertingly takes over. Mystery of 
who killed stranger found in couple’s 
apartment is solved after hard-to- 








characters | 


follow technical clues are mufled 
over ad infinitum. 

Most serious casualty is the initial 
‘charm of Lockridges’ characters 
|Needs thorough overhauling by a 
‘lighter hand, which might put crimi- 
/nologieal elements on more definitely 
comic plane. 
| Acting honors go to Miss Arling 


| quate. Set is good. Dono. 


Captain Brassbound’s 


Conversion 
Princeton, N. J., July 2. 








Warren P. Munsell. Jr., presents Jane | 
Cowl, with Arthur Margetson and Cecil 
| Humphreys, in the George Bernard Shaw re- | 
vival Directed by Hairy Ellerbe; settings 
iby Bradford Ashworih. Presented at 
| McCarter theatre, Princeton, N. J., July 1, 
| 1940. 
Ee DMR: «cccseesees St, Clair Bavtield 
POUR DIME WAErs.crccscvces Hale Norcross 
PS oc sccdecndweses ca saewad Allen Ludden 
Lady Cicely Waynefieet..........: Jane Cowl 
Sir Howard Hallam....... Cecil Humphreys 
ec i dbase ines oo 60 9 6hdEES Daniel Ocko 
Captain Brassbound,..... Arthur Margetson 
TROGRTOOK... cc ccccsccesees Thomas Hastings 
CE becca 5 ohenknaeweess Charles Newman 
SEG 5 v0.6:50 50066005050 600 85 Zachary Scott 
Fe aera rer Lou Polan 
oe Be Bh: ere Bram Nossen 
te Cas 2 ace ccocaens ..Zachary Scott 
Capt. Hamlin Kearney..Robert B. Williams 
With Jane Cowl on hand to in- 
|augurate her initial tour of the 


strawhat circuits and lend added 


glamour to the occasion, Princeton’s 
summer theatre was launched last 
night (Monday) at the McCarter 
with the same exacting standards 
that prevail during the winter sea- 
son. As a curtain-raiser, producer 
Warren P. Munsell, Jr., son of the 
Theatre Guild’s business manager 
and former producer of the County 
Playhouse at Westport, Conn., pre- 
sents a revival of ‘Captain Brass- 
bound’s Conversion.’ It is planned to 
alternate shows weekly at the West- 
port and Princeton playhouses. 


Theatre Guild is understood to be 
interested in this G. B. Shaw 
vehicle with prospect of starring 
'Miss Cowl in it on Broadway in the 
|fall. Thanks to a third act that gives 
Miss Cowl ample _ opportunities, 
resurrection of the early Shaw opus 
bids fair to brighten many a sum- 
mer evening in the one-week straw- 
lhat stands. ‘There is considerable 
doubt, however, whether ‘Conver- 
sion’ will stand up as Broadway fare 
at this late date, when international 
incidents are a dime a dozen. 

Not in years has Miss Cowl ap- 
| eared in anything as amusing as the 
| 





third act of ‘Conversion. She was 
|in fine form opening night and un- 
| doubtedly both she and the play will 


|gain added lustre as the season 
progresses. Few of the summer 
theatres, however, will be able to 


igive it the production that it is en- 
|joying this week. Measured by the 
| standards of the average converted 
j}barn that makes up the summer cir- 
|cuit, it would be unfair to classify 
ithe McCarter, with its excellent 


Features Joyce Arling, |stage equipment, as a strictly sum- | 


dozen 
this 


mer theatre. More than a 
Broadway shows preemed at 
| playhouse during the past season. 

As pasturized entertainment goes, 
‘Conversion’ holds up better than 
|would be expected, despite the 
rather first two stagnant acts that 
|make for better library material. 
Miss Cowl at all times is the center 
of attraction as Lady Cicely Wayne- 
fleet, whose excursion into the 
Moorish hills with Sir Howard Hal- 
lam (Cecil Humphreys) creates a 
lsituation that extends around the 
iglobe. The supporting cast, par- 
ticularly Humphreys, is excellent. 
|Arthur Margetson, as the piratical 
Captain Brassbound, is at all times 
convincing, as are Thomas Hastings, 
Charles 
Rosen, 
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LOU CLAYTON 











JIMMY SAVO 


Ogunquit, Me., June 27. 





Series of sketches in monolog by and witl 
Jin Savo; anc devi l I 
Savo 50 and Hart it 
Ogunquit P unquit, Me open 
ing June 24, 

Jimmy Savo’s first strawhat try is 


diversified program of vaude 
sketches with familiar, 
tragic-comic manners, 
mild cowbarn evening. 
revue, as it stands, 
barrassing on 
Thirteen 
epilog, should be pruned consider- 


alternately 

resulting in 
re For soloing, 
will find it em- 
Broadway. 


sections, with prolog and 





ably. In present form and length, 














EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 





show brings home that Savo needs 


pany for proper showcasing. 


Several numbers, notably 
Swedish and ‘Childhood,’ both 
comic, sock over, but serious themes 
are handled clumsily. Song by Rod- 
gers and Hart for one of latter failed 
for the opening to arrive, and sub- 
stitution of pop ballad in midst of 
heavy characterization had sad re- 
sults. 


although this seems sole future for 
production. 


First nighters braved frigid tem- 
perature of unheated theatre to sit 
_through to end, which may have 
more significance than the afore- 














ee aes ec I 


mentioned analysis. Don. 


and Hackett, while others just ade- | 


Newman and Hale Norcross. | 


direction and backing of large com- | 


| 
the 


Ss. Reliance on ponderous props | 
militates concert against bookings, | 


| Current Road Shows 


(Week of July 1) 

‘Goodbye to Love’ (Joan Blondell) 
—El Capitan, Hollywood. 

‘Hold On to Your Hats’ (Al Jol- 
son, Martha Raye, Ruby Keeler)— 
Cass, Detroit (1-6); Grand Opera 
House, Chicago (7). 


| Chicago. 


| 


| lywood. 


| 





Play Out of Town 





Hold On to Your Hats 


Detroit, July 1. 
in two acts (14 scenes); 


| Musical comedy 
Matt Brooks, Eddie 
Y 


| book by Guy Bolton, 
Davis; music, Burton Lane; lyrics, E. . 
Harburg; costumes and scenery, Raoul 
Pene Du Bois; dances, Catherine Littlefield; 
| book staged by_ Edgar MacGregor; musical 


| direction, Al Goodman; entire production 
supervised by Georgie Hale. At Cass, De- 

! troit, June 30, '40, two weeks; $3.85 top. 
SR chews asa dea wan bes Margaret Irving 
FE cd ocieedndntcevoeseeraees Gil Lamb 
i, 0 ees OS Sarre? © George Church 
| POte@..ccce epiinsy ones 48S whe abee Jack Whiting 
es a cnagea sees tnd ednces sa? Martha Raye 
list Dudette.......ccsscoes ‘Jinx’ Falkenburge 
SO ME, co Gsccsesten vous Joyce Matthews 
TO DUGOCID, vccccescosceccccesess Thea Pinto 
| Sheri nee SGRAEDD 64650000000 0580 Lew Eckles 
Pernando, cccccccccccrcessesere Arnold Moss 
PZONO BHiGeP.ccoscscccesssecvesessed Al Jolson 
| Radio Announcer......-eseeed John Randolph 
| ‘Shep’ Martin. ....ccccesrececeeece Joe Stoner 
‘Old Man’ Hawkins............Marty Drake 
"CORON cc ccseccesiveseecerecess Bert Gordon 
(The Mad Russian) 
TIRES’ scocnceepeaunececseons Lionel Stander 
BHITIOP. ceccccoscesesssessecece Ruby Keeler 
DM.  Ncheakeeésn desk seetsnete ssc ee 
POATO. ccocccccsccccssssceces William Kuluva 
Rita. .coccccccccccsevsvece ‘Jinx’ Falkenburg 

Frank Vass 

Virginia Vass 

Vass Family. .s...cc0.see~ Louisa Vass 


Emily Vass 
Sally Vass 
Marty Drake 
Radio AcC@S..cccccsscccecs Lou Stoner 
Joe Stoner 
Margie Greene 
Anita Jakobi 
Tris Wayne 
Janis Williams 


Ranchettes.....cccccscece 








conclusion of the ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats’ preem and apologized for the 
spottiness of his $100,000 investment 
it was just a dramatic gesture. For- 
given by then was the spottiness in 
the conquest by personality, pleasant 
music and as lavishly dressed a show 
jto come along in moons. Jolson 
| knows he has something 
}more hard work. 

The personalities which triumph 
over a plot, watery as consomme 
|even for a musical, are his and effer- 
| vescent Martha Raye’s, not ignoring 
| the specialty contributions of the 
| Radio Aces, Gil Lamb and Bert Gor- 
| don. 
| Detroit, home of ‘The Lone 
| Ranger,’ drew the opening of a story 
|about “The Lone Rider,’. gun-shy 
| radio hero sucked into the real wild 
| west. It starts brightly, with a radio 
| rib scene, but thins ou* for most of 
the first act, coming back in the sec- 
ond stanza. Jolson, back after nine 
years off the boards, picks up where 
lhe left off. 
there and plenty of tunes are down 
his alley, ‘Walkin® Along Mindin’ My 
| Business,’ ‘Don't Let It Get You 
| Down,’ ‘Would You Be So Kindly’ 
land ‘There’s a Great Day Coming, 
Manana.’ And at the finale, long 


When Al Jolson came out at the | 


‘Life With Father’ — Blackstone, , 


‘Meet the People’—Playhouse, Hol- | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Marta Eggert, who withdrew from ‘Higher and Higher’ before {t sus. 
pended at the Shubert, N. Y., until Aug. 5, left the cast, in which she wag 
starred, to accompany her husband, Jan Kiepura, Polish tenor, to South 
America. They signed a joint contract for appearances there before she 
entered the Dwight Deere Wiman musical. During the season Kiepura 
| gave 32 concerts, net receipts of 22 going for Polish relief. 


Marie Nash, who replaced Miss Eggert, will appear in the same part 
when ‘Higher’ relights. She will be featured along with Lief Erickson 
| and Lee Dixon if the latter returns to the show. Jack Haley and Shirley 
| Ross will co-star. 

Wiman’s office remains open, staff being on a year’s basis, which is un- 
| usual in show business. Boxoilice at the Shubert offers tickets for August 
| performances and reports some sales are being made. 








Discussions by Congressional committeemen, which ended with the pro- 
vision to aid unemployed actors being stricken from the relief bill, de- 
veloped opposed arguments, especially from western legislators. One of 
the latter declared that if the committee insisted on making special classifi- 
cation for actors, he would insist on similar consideration for other classes 
of persons in need, traveling salesmen for instance. 


Argument of the opposition was that actors should not be singled out, 
any more than others who, due to lack of their usual occupations, went on 
the relief payrolls by doing other Kind of work. 


The Shuberts are moving their New York scenic studios and property 
rooms from West 47th street to another plant on thé west side. New site 
is on 38th street and was occupied for a long time by Millard France & 
Sons. Latter firm has not figured in production for some years. The Shu- 
berts also have a warehouse in Greenwich Village but may switch to the 
38th street spot. 


The property is owned by F. M. O'Connor, who leased it to the Shuberts 
for five years. He was formerly general manager for Laura Wilck, agent, 
and also a company manager. 

While Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman are finishing up a straight 
play, Hart is also intensively masterminding a ‘new type musical,’ as he 
calls it, which he is authoring with Kurt Weill (music). It embraces 
sundry new departures in stage technique from scenery (not projected, 
but something akin to it) unto writing. In the latter respect, Hart says 
it emphasizes the usage of lyrics to motivate the story, and depart from 
wee accepted standard of musicomedy technique. Iva Gershwin doing the 
yrics, 





The Irving Berlins moved into their new retreat in the Catskills over 
the weekend. He will commute to Broadway a couple of days a week, but 
will concentrate on tunesmithing his new Broadway musical, having set 
back a 20th-Fox filmusical commitment until winter. Show may have the 
Playwrights Co. member-directors (Sherwood, Rice, Behrman, et al.) doing 
the skits to Berlin’s music, produced by the Playwrights. Idea is a satirical 
revue, 

A sneak thief entered the dressing rooms of male players in ‘Separate 
Rooms,’ Plymouth, N. Y., on a recent Saturday afternoon after they had 
been paid off and removed the coin from the various pockets. Only one 
not nicked was Edward Dorsey, who had his coin with him on stage. 








| 


including | 


! 





| 
| 
| 
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The old verve is still | 


after midnight, at the opening, he’s | 
reprising his past to the overboard | 


audiences. Miss Rave lends plenty 
with songs, dancing and horseplay to 
elbow right up next to him for at- 
tention. Some of their spark 
fire may eventually transfer to Ruby 


| Keeler and Jack Whiting, who dance | 
|} prettily, but aren’t cox ing through | 


strong enough in the romantic by- 


play. 
With good music, comedy verging 


| well into the blue, and costuming that 


| brings an audible gasp and even ap- 


plause, this should shape up in a 
hurry into the hit class. It’s still 
plenty rough, but has the elements 
which should knit together in the 
two weeks here to make another 


Jolson hit in Chicago and New York. 
The core of the plot, with its panty- 
waist radio hero, probably can be 
steered far enough away from ‘Buck 
Benny Rides Again’ to give it 
f lities said to have caught 
ntion of 20th Century-Fox 
Pooler. 


the 


‘ } 
ait. 
e alle 


Armstrong Voted Prexy 
Of Masquers On Coast 


Hollywood, July 2. 

Robert Armstrong won the presi- 
dency of the Masquers in a photo 
finish with Edward Arnold. 
Mowbray became vice _ president: 
| Stanley Taylor, secretary; Howard 
| Henshey, tréasurer; Joe E. Brown, 
recording secretary, and Frank Cam- 
peaux, librarian, 


| Joe Brown, William 
| James Normanly, Joseph Ratliff, Ben 
|Shipman, Clay Clement, Charles 
| Middleton, Russell Hicks, Gus Glass- 
| mire, John Sheehan, Frank Flynn, 


| Ernest Hilliard, William Dunn, Ber-| tors and the ending of the school 


ton Churchill and David Thompsen. 


and | 


Alan | 


But two days later, upon returning to his home, Dorsey found the apart- 
ment had been ransacked. 


Al Hyde, Broadway bcxoffice treasurer, has returned to New York after 

eing seriously ill in Cleveland. He had gone there to take a position but 
was struck by an auto near the railroad station upon arrivaL A compound 
leg fracture sent him to the hospital for two months. 











Central City Festival, 
| Legit Cues With ‘Bartered Bride’, 
| | To Run Three Weeks 


| Jimmy Gleason may return to! 
| Broadway as a_ director-producer | 
Central City, Okla., July 2. 








(not actor) with ‘Nice Weather | 
We're Having,’ coauthored by him | 


and Jerry Horwin. | This little mining town is once 
Carl and Mrs. Fisher (Mary! more busy with final rehearsals for 
Mason) and the Walter Wagners, | the Opening of the Ninth Annual 


clippered back from Bermuda. Because of 
Charles K. Gordon has a play) the success cf last year’s festival, 
(from the French) primed for Broad- | Frank St. Leger, producer and direc- 
way production, | tor, and Felix Brentano, stage direc- 
Brenda Forbes mentioned as re-| tor, are back for the second successive 
i for Ilka Chase in the} year and are doing Friedrich Sme- 
scheduled reopening of ‘Keep Off the | tana’s o Mpegs 
. — I anas comle oper: ( , i 
fisueat to Auanee ec opera of old Bohemia, 


| Play Festival, July 6-27 


° , ‘The Bartere Riek te 0 Se ia re 
Linda Lee  understudying in I on Bs ec Bride.’ Last year St. 
|*‘Louisiana Purchase.’ She was| 8‘ and Brentano presented to 
vocalist on the Bob Ripley radio | ™ore than 13,000 ‘The Yoeman of the 


Guard,’ and with thousands turned 
away at the boxoffice the play festi- 


|show, and, with Virginia Campbell, 
did a sister act in the legit ‘Medicine 


ie = ‘ " . | val will run three weeks this year 
® fume Cronyn in N. Y. for few | a week longer than last year 

days last week from Skowhegan, | : ; 

Me. | Metropolitan Opera stars carry the 


principal parts in ‘Bartered Bride.’ 
For the first time a native Coloradan, 
Josephine Antoine, coloraturo so- 
prana of the Met, will have the 
femme lead role. John Carter, also 
of the Met, has the male lead. 
Others of prominence in the cast are 


Gladys Hurlbut writing a new play, 
this one a serious drama, at her sum- 
mer home at Woodstock, N. Y. 

Carol Bruce, featured in ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase,’ is promised a stellar 
role by Buddy de Sylva in his next | 
Broadway musical. 








Norman Cordon, bass-baritone; Louis 

‘, - ae F. I ] D’Angelo, bass-baritone: Louise 
7vVrass Otads D’Angelo, soprano; Philip Duey, 

__- Continued from page 43 | out itone; Helen Olheim, contralto; 
George Raselt, tenor, and Thelma 


Votipka, soprano. Most of the chorus 
has been picked locally. 

Central City has other attractions 
The Teller house, historie four-story 
hotel (without an elevator), the old 
mines, the McFarlane foundry, an- 
cient saloons along steep Eureka 
Street, donkey carts, pioneer dancing 
in the old livery stables, the placer 
diggings, the Glory Hole—all these 


to knitting. Chorus took the stand 
that, inasmuch as it had supported 
Miss Chase in her charity drive, she 
should reciprocate by helping them 
keep their jobs during summer by 
agreeing to the salary revision. They 
so stated in a note sent her, signed 
‘Members of the Ensemble.’ Actress 
| was chagrined overthe communica- 
tion and termed it an anonymous let- 


ter. make Central City the principal 

Durante may go to Hollywood dur- | tourist attraction in the state. The 

| ing the layoff, having received a film | Teller House Night Club will be 
bid. He also has nitery offers from |Open on Thursday and Saturday 


New directorate consists of Harry | 
B. Davidson, 


ei en hee EP eaten 


the middlewest. Closing of ‘Grass’ 
is the second musical tc suspend this 
summer, ‘Higher and Higher’ hav- 
ing left the list two weeks pre- 
viously, and is dated to relight at the 
Shubert Aug. 5. Managements of 
both shows discounted the chances 
of business from World’s Fair visi- 


nights during the festival and will 
feature Frances Maddux. 

The old opera house, where ‘Bar- 
tered Bride’ wili be given is 62 years 
old and is maintained in nearly its 
original condition. Seats are still 
old hickory kitchen chairs, the same 
as when the house opened. Several 
Denver merchants guarantee the fes- 
tival against losses. 
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Broadway 
Barney Klawans returned from 


shing trip. ; 
. jean Durante arrived from Holly- 
wood last week. 


Monroe Greenthal back after five | 


weeks on the Coast. — 

Lady Mend! (Elsie de Wolfe) 
clippered in from Lisbon. 

The Eddie Josephs in town, the 
busiest of Hollywoodians. 

Wallace Munro had cataract re- 
moved from eye. His wife is seriously 
ill. 

. Republic tossed a cocktail party 
for Ona Munson Monday afternoon 
(1). 


j-Allied States’ leader; 
| Chicago exhibitor, and George Gran- 


‘Too Many Girls, 
| ‘Little Foxes,’ ‘Man Who Came to 
| Dinner,’ ‘Pins and Needles’ and ‘Life | 


follow Orrin Tucker into the Para- 


mount. 


Evelyn Dick, Music Hall publicist, | 
taking couple weeks off at her home | 


in Indianapolis. 


Joey Deutsch, ticket broker, who | 


was seriously ill last year, has added 
40 pounds in weight. 


Carmel Myers and her husband, | 


Ralph Blum, Hollywood agent, in 
town on a brief visit. 

Jim Lundy, with UA on the Coast, 
has returned west after his first 
eastern visit in three years, , 

Add signs of the times: store in 
Times Square advertises in window 
that Spanish is spoken by clerks. 

Disrupted U. S.-Continental com- 
munications, due to Hitler's blitz, 
jazzing up many show biz deals. 

Biz in the niteries picking up. 


| 


Seems the boys and girls want to | 


forget the world’s worries for a few 
hours. : 

Roy Davis was inadvertently re- 
ferred to as Roy Evans in the review 
of the Hippodrome, Baltimore, last 
week. ; 

Barbara (Snoony’) Blair back 
from Europe where the former radio 


comedienne had been sojourning for | 


some time. } 
Jerry Horwin, playwright, and 
Harry Friedman, Hollywood news- 
paperman, making a swing of the 
New England strawhats by motor. 


| he 


} 


| 


| Negro 


by taking over Robbins at Robbins- 
dale, Minneapolis suburb. 

Col. H. A. Cole of Texas, national 
Ed. Burnell, 


strom, W. L. Hamilton and Harry 
Dryer, Twin City theatremen, visit- 
ing W. A. Steffes at 
northern Minnesota country estate. 

Leo Murray, Lyceum manager, 
back from combined New York 


| honeymoon-business trip, says he has 


eight road shows definitely booked 


| for next season, including ‘Skylark,’ 


<? 


‘Tobacco Road,’ 


With Father.’ First named starts it 


| off Sept, 19-21. 
Louis Armstrong and Ethel Waters | 





Paradise Club opened Friday (28) 
for 26th summer with Bardu Ali's 
band. 


| 
| 


the latter’s | 


Lo d here this month to address film ex- 
| on change managers and newspaper 
at lads in interest of Variety Club. 

Florrie Forde left $20,000. 

Savoy Grill, in the front of the 
hotel, has been shut. 

‘The Theatre in Wartime’ was 
theme of Foyle’s monthly seerary | 
luncheon. 

John 


|ern air-conditioned building for UA 
| branch office. Will be short 
; tance from present quariers on film 
row. 


Dick Martin, former exhib in East 


| John B. Myers office, is lieutenant in | Porarily managing the Laclede here 


_————— 


dis- | 


(Tony) Downing, with the | St. Louis and St. Charles, Mo., tem- | 


Plans being drawn for a new mod- | 


Hollywood 


Mario Silva filed suit for divorce, 
Lou Holtz bought a home in Beve- 





‘erly Hills. 


_ Clark Gable shopping for a ranch 
in Arizona. 

Jeffrey Lynn visiting the folks in 
Lynn, Mass. 

Billie Burke doing a biography of 
Flo Ziegfeld. 

Ray Milland back on the job after 
a Jeg injury. 

Cesar Romero out of the hospital 


after typhoid. 


| the Royal Air Force. for George Speros and George | 
Harry Foster, a captain in the last | Pliakos. 

war, is rejoining the army as lieu-; Frances Buss, localite, returned | 

tenant in the Auxiliary Pioneer| from New York to ready for lead 

Military Corps. “ |role in ‘Church Mouse,’ to be pre- | 
Marcel Rogez, who's going to sented by Civic theatre, strawhaiter, 

America, will wed film director starting Tuesday (16), 

Wesley Ruggles upon her arrival. 


peg, signed by 


Ozzie Nelson’s orch began week's | 


date at Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier 
Sunday (30). 


Novelty Wonder Bar reopened for 


season Saturday (29) with Bill San- | 


derson as m.c. 

George Hamid host to 2,000 Jer- 
sey Boy Scouts Friday (28) at third 
annual party on his pier. 

Ted and Linda Bruce began danc- 
ing engagement Saturday (29) at 
Ritz-Carlton Merry-Go-Round Bar. 

Tony Martin the chief attraction 
on Humid’s Pier July 4. Next day 
will play at Gateway Casino, 
Somers Point. 


Eleanor Lewis, daughter of Mor- | 
(Wielland-Lewis thea- | 


timer Lewis 
tre chain), married Tuesday (25) to 
Richard A. Ker, III, of Philly. 


|ied for release in England, must be 
| released here 


Cast of ‘See My Lawyer,’ current 
at the Civic theatre, will give bene- 
fit performance Sunday (7), 


according to reports. 
Carla Lehmann, formerly of Wini- 


Michael Bale , 3 
. con for proceeds being donated to the Red 


entire 


Jon Hall injured by a premature 
blast of powder. 

Grover Jones recuperating from a 
major operation. 

Bert Gilroy 
stomach trouble. 

Eleanor Powell left the hospital 
for a month’s rest. 

Irving Briskin on a month’s vaca- 


in hospital with 


; tion at Lake Tahoe. 


Dick Henderson is in Wembley: Bessie Ash and Doro Minkin, lo- 
hospital suffering from a fractured | calite ivory ticklers, appeared as | 
arm sustained in encounter with | soloists with St. Louis symph at al | 
automobile in the blackout. |fresco concert in quadrangle at | 


Washington University last week. 

Among out-of-towners shopping in 
film row recently: Oscar Turner, Jr.. 
| Chester, Ill; Caesar Hunt, Rolla, 
read-'| Mo.; Merl Burdett of the Burdett- 
; o | Musser circuit, and Noah Bloomer, 
under the title, “Two | Belleville, lil. 


Husbands.’ No explanation givenfor| 4 gj; 
SUIAIENES. ae a } = Sidne , Johnson, Vanage , 
the switch. y manager of 


; ithe Shenandoah, St. Louis Amus. Co 
Pen Tennyson, director of recent- | ag cong " ig cig Sega : 

Agee — nabe, made the grade to train at the 
ly completed ‘Convoy,’ film around | - ? tin. 2 t the 


Richard Tauber playing his first | 
three-a-day daie at the Theaire| 
Royal, Dublin, week of July 8. Ex- 
pected to get $6,000 for his end. 

‘Too Many Husbends,’ being 


Alice Faye home from the hos- 


| pital after operation. 


Earl Baldwin heading for Maine to 
work on a screen piay. 

Lucia LaCerto changed her film 
name to Lucia Carroll. 

George O’Brien sprained his knee 


jin an accident on location. 


James Stephenson going east for a 


,month on the hayloft circuit. 


” Citizens’ military camp, Leaven- 
Navy's work in home waters, calle 1a ow : ’ at 
by the yf eae sabe aa vorth, Kans., next month. He wa 
1 Tite ‘ aliv io take s ; 
ie ee ae — I one of 11, from 128 applicants, to 
; cCOMmMission in the service. Pe 

Two Cities Corp. signed George | °,,2¢cepted. 

ex — bc) alte ete ‘Mornings At Seven’ in rehezrs: 

Hayes, Gibb McLaughlin, Everley | - t ' reheursal 


Philippa Schuyler, eight-year-old | 


prodigy, pianist and com- 


by Phi Delta Kappa Thursday (27). 
Van Alexander's orch arrived Sat- 


/urday (29) for four-day engagement 


Fred Schaeffer, head of RKO’s | 
pressbook department, headed for 
Pemaquid, Me., for lobster fishing 


during vacation accompanied by the 
missus. 

Laurence Beilinson, Screen Actors 
Guild attorney, east for brief busi- 
ness trip. Says it’s a private case, 
but confabbing with execs of other 
unions. 

Julian T. Abeles, copyright attor- 
nev. smashed his finger in the door 
of his ear, second time such accident 


occurred within the past couple 
months, 

Enrique Baez, United Artists man- 
ager in Brazil, in New York for 
homeoffice huddles, left Friday (28) 
for his headquarters in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Sammy Weisbord, of the William 
Morris office, to the Coast for sev- 


eral weeks on a couple of deals and 
his periodic visit. Due back in about 
a month. 


Brock Pemberton fagged out after 


in 


Republican conclave 
Hall 


hot in Convention 


aitending 
Philly. So 


that television lights were turned off 


times. 
Leonard L. Levinson, co-author 
with Don Quinn of the Fibber Mc- 
Gee and Milly radio show, coming 
to N.Y. with his family July 10 for 
vacation. 

Forthcoming tour by Leopold Sto- 
kowski and his musicians 
Latin-America has inspired 


ai 


a film 


story currently being offered several 


major studios. 


Surprise popularity of the late 
Douglas Fairbanks productions, at 
the Museum of Modern Art since 
May 1, has prompted Museum 
officials to extend the series an- 


other month 

Ralph Rolan, formerly special ad- 
vertising-exploitation rep for RKO, 
back in N.Y. after sojourning in 
Mexico City for the last few months. 
He scripted for Liberty and Colliers 
while in Mevico 

Between new Beverly Hills 
home, just purchased, a rented Bev- 
hills place under lease, and his pres- 
ent hotel apartment in N.Y., Ira 
Gershwin is maintaining three homes 
until he gets back to the Coast. 

Pat Rooney’s 60th birthday July 4 
also celebrates his 50th year on the 


his 


stage, starting with the Rooney Fam- 
ily in vaudeville. He’s current at 
the Diamond Horseshoe  nitery, 
which will celebrate the event. 
Lynn Farnol has obtained a 
month's leave of absence from 
United Artists so that he may take 
the prescribed period of training at 


the Citizens Military Training Camp, 


Plattsburg. N. Y., starting Friday (5). 

30b Wilby has returned to At- 
lanta after spending a few days in 
New York last week contacting the 
Par h.o. Abe Blank, who was also 
in, has gone back to Des Moines, 
eine a stepoff at Philadelphia 
irst. 


Minneapelis 


By Les Rees 


RKO branch held 


at Bass Lake. 


annual picnic 


Twin City Variety club sponsor- 
Ing baseball game to raise milk 
funds. 


Minnesota Amus. Co. club staged 
farewell pariy for Barry Burke, city 
district manager, who resigned. 

Volk Brothers, local indies, 
creased 


in- 


through 


on Steel Pier. 
Will Bradiey brings his orch in for 
a week. 

Harvey N. Anderson, theatre op- 
erations director of Wielland-Lewis 
chain, won Rotary Club golf tour- 
ney last week. George Wielland 
back at desk after illness. 

Hamid’s Million Dellar 
present Intercollegiate Drama Fes- 
tival. Started this week with the 
Blue Masquers of University of Buf- 
falo, playing ‘Night Must Fall.’ 

Wagon Wheel, offshore night spot, 
opened Saturday (29) with 
Darling's all-girl orch. Marian Mack 
and Billy Rose (no relation to the 
Broadway showman) featured. 

Mae Desmond Players of Philly 
to present season of stock starting 
July 11 on Ventnor Pier. They will 
turn over 40% of gross to city gov- 
ernment during their 10-week sea- 
son. City will supply electricity and 
a doorman. Starting with ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter.’ 

George Raft returned here for first 
time since 15 years ago he 


Pier to 


J oyce 


when 
was a hoofer at Evelyn Nesbit’s Sil- 
ver Slipper Club. Latter closed 
four years ago. He, Sam Ledner, 
Bob Hope, Dolores Read and Jerry 
Colonna held a reunion y at 
Ritz Carlton Merry-Go-Round Bar. 


G. 
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important as selection of the nominee 
uncertain until the very 
In 1936 it was in for F.D.R. 
and the meetings mere for- 
malitv, each adjourning early enough 
that th out 
the evening 

On top of this nitery biz was fur- 


ley + 
Was last. 
the bag 
were a 


so e delegates could step 


n 
ther soured the overzealousness 
of the department, which 
clamped down the lid last Saturday 
night, putting the chill on any week- 
end gaiety by the visitors 

Director of Public Safety James 
H. Malone later announced that the 
police who raided central city spots 


by 


puiice 


had misunderstood his orders but the 
damage had already been done. Ma- 
lone said he meant only that Clip 
joints be shuttered Instead the de- 
tectives visited every place at 1 a.m. 
and ordered the customers out. In 
many cases the patrons were forced 
to leave unfinished drinks on the 
table 

Waiters, taxicab drivers, bellhops 
checkroom attendants and _ others 


serving the visiting firemen all com- 
plained that they had their worst 
week in the matter of tips. Nickel 
tips for a party of five diners were 
common, waiters reported. 


All in all, the entertainment in- 
dustry was of the opinion that its 
‘contribution to the $220,000 kitty 


their circuit to five houses , 


that was raised to bring the conclave 


here was money wasted. Only the 
hotels made a killing. Virtually 


every hostelry and apartment house 


was filled to capacity for the entire 
week. 

The Cotton Club and = several 
smalier niteries shuttered for the 
summer on Saturday night. Some 


will never reopen. 


| 


| 


Today (Wednesday), , 


| 
! 
} 
| 
} 
| 


} 
| 


| placed by Leonora Corbett, featuréd | 
' poser, drew 700 at concert sponsored | | 


. : — , | for Town Squar eatre, str: at- 
Gregg. Bernard Miles, to important ,.- juare theatre, strawhat 


turn to family and France. Re- | _ 


in legit original. ° 
Joynson-Hicks, formerly Home| Chicago 
Secretary, is legally representing | 
Sam Goldwyn and David O. Selz- | __—— 
nick, who were instrumental in the | 
Goldwyn-Selznick ‘Contraband’ pic- | ti, 
ture with Lou Jackson. | 
Filming of ‘Garrison Follies,’ mu- | 
sical, at Walton Siudios, proving a 
break for vaude acts. Signed thus | 


Clyde Lucas spending his 
ne making model aeroplanes. 


William Morris, Jr.. and Nat Lef- 
kowitz in for 0.0. of Chi operations. 


Joe E. Lewis comes into the Chez 


spare 


way and Leslie, Nichol! and Martin, | 30. 


Harry Herbert, Mackey’s Band. | Lou Epstein coming back to Chi as | 
Walter Mycroft couldn’t get to|}company manager of the Al Jolson 
terms with Valerie Hcbson and Rex |! show. 
Harrison for starring roles in As-| Charlie Einfeld in for regional 
sociated British ‘Piccadilly, and|Warner theatre meet headed by 
closed deal with Judy Campbell | Jimmy Coston. 
and Sebastian Shaw to replace. Emory Ettelson, former booker 
Sean O’Casey’s play, ‘The Stars! with the Western Vaudeville circuit, 
Turn Red,’ banned by the Lord} ill at Edgewater hosp. 
Chamberlain from performance at Biggest cocktail party in history of 
the Welwyn Garden City Dramafllocal show business was tossed for 
Festival by the Unity Players. Show ! Grad Sears by Jimmy Coston, with 


had a private production recently. 
After two weeks at the Cafe de 
Paris, doubling in Charles B. Coch- 
ran’s ‘Lights Up.’ week at Streat- 
ham and Golder’s Green, Evelyn 
Laye set for vaudeville tour on Moss’ 


more than 500 people turning out for 
the affair at the Blackstone. 





Lunts-Specs 


Empires and Generali Theatres : P 
Corp. for 10 weeks Continued from page 1 

Shaw has written two extra’ shows as possible, but that may be 
scenes for film version of his legit | limited by the Lunts’ determination 
favorite, ‘Major Barbara. Extra | to do rather lengthy excerpts from 
characters have also been created, : 


the play, rather than short sketches 


and of these Ronald Squire draws a 


butler role, with Edward Rigby |i the dramatic spot on a variety 
signed to play the nightwatchman, | Program, Playwright is contributing 
Producer-director John Baxter all his royalties from the drama to 
completing player roster on ‘Crook’s | the Red Cross and is understood in- 
Tour’ with Abraham Sofaer, Morris tending to do the same with the 
Harvey, Cyril Gardner, Leon de | radio fees. 
‘ . ’ y Ss cane y 
sad Gian eka Meee ack Until persuaded to appear on the 
on original radio yarn aired here recent Red Cross benefit program 
and purchased by British National. | the Lunts were said to have been 
George Black has bought musical | terrified at facing a microphone, 
written by Nat. D. Ayer. an Amer-| but were subsequently amazed and 
ican, but resident here. Ayer wrote, impressed at the huge response their 
‘The Bing Boys Are Here,’ one of | appearance brought. That was the 
the outstanding — sel of the deciding factor in their determina- 
Pp cad . — = Pe gg hd tion to make a number of additional 
ee a Hit meetin mp at Satinces radio appearances. 
‘Black Velvet. — Sticks’ Two Spectacles 
, Begg ne A muro # ct = rmoil, : — Two patriotic or historic spectacles 
whe hae oa ‘Ber we Pig cca ag are due to be shown in the hinter- 
Barbara,’ with cast now on location land next season, one being ‘The 
at Dartington Hall, Devonshire. In, American Way,’ presented at the 
addition to his associate producer | Center, N. Y., last year, and the 
berth. Harold French assigned as! other ‘American Jubilee,’ currently 
dialog director on ‘Barbara.’ Freddy | showing at the N. Y. World’s Fair 
Young draws director of photog- Albert Johnson, who directed the 
rapny latter show, has proposed to take it 
over on a Ir Ity bs ‘Jubilee’ 
° € an enormo lage but John- 
St. Louls oO believe it can be effectively) 
By Sam X. Hurst — rine inten H -” 
suditorium 
Pe; t Grove Sout St Li Rights to ‘Way’ have been secured 
Raa. a alde by Jerome H. Cargill who a 
Mother of Jim Gat booker at  nounce it will be how! ili 
Renublis exchange here, died under auspices of local] Chambers of 
“Mrs. Ben Robins, wife of the local Commerce or other civic organiza 
UA branch manager, out of the hos- | tions. He proposes to recruit local 
pital. ensembles and some players, prob- 
Tony Scarpelli looking for an al apy touring the leads. Cargill, who 
fresco nitery spot here to operate }i.’gsured in the staging of pageants 
ig hens manager of the in various cities, proposes to have 
Varsity theatre, has become father | 'Wo sets of equipment and may show 
of a daughter ‘Way’ in two spots at the same time. 
Lightning started fire in Sauter’s He says that ‘Way’ will be a factor 
Park, South St. Louis amusement in an Americanism drive and that 
center Damage about $500 more than 30 towns have expressed 
Frank Panus directing St. Louis jnterest in the idea. 
WPA eorch which began series of Michael Todd proposes to tour his 
cuffo summer concerts last-week ON three ‘Gay New Orleans’ show 
= YMHA pane he Rio, Combined, the plan is to show them 
ene eee be yee gl oe pease in places other than theatres His 
to be a benedict. His intended condensed ‘Streets of Paris,’ also at 
Dorothy Mark. Moberly. Mi the expo, may go out as a vaude unit 
Walter Wanger skedded for visit , In the fall. é 


| er : 9 | ter. Cag 2s ongarte 
support roles in ‘Freedom Radio.’ | tg . eee | adage — 
Pic draws Columbia release. IR ] - Coak a : a a | 
Marta Labarr withdrew. (fro alph Cook, Helen Blanchard, Eula | 
c « ae © ‘ i irom M y ] 
Pesta Snide. eee .-¢ | Morgan. Blandford Jennings and 
Cicely Courtneidge-Jack Hulbert Wesley Gore. Run begins Friday 
filmusical, ‘Under Your Hat,’ to re- | (y9) ~ . ems day 


'far are Ann Lenner, Sylvia Kella-| Paree for another stay starting Aug. 


Jeff Lazarus, back from a world 
cruise, writing screen material. 

Dee Lawrence (Mrs. Herb Drake) 
joined the RKO publicity staff. 

Y. Frank Freeman back at his 
desk after Manhattan huddles. 

Mel Stamper checked out of Para- 
mount’s camera department after 13 
years. 

Al Mannheimer to Siam for three- 
month vacation from his Metro writ- 
ing job. 
| Arthur S. Lyons entered a cross- 
| complaint in the divorce action filed 
| by Ila Rhodes, 

Irene Dunne voted the most un- 
| derstandable actress at California 
; convention of The Hard of Hearing. 
| Louis B. Mayer put his foot in a 
gopher hole on the Hillcrest links 
and came up with a swollen ankle. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Band leader Johnny Long lost a 
$1,500 fiddle last week in an auto 
crackup. 


Harry Walton, late of Dick Sta- 
bile’s band, is Brian MacDonald's 
new pianist. 

Owen Cleary, of Fulton theatre, 


pulling out of a dangerous illness at 
Mercy hospital. 

Nitery owner Al Ritz arranging 
vacation to coincide with Lions con- 
vention in Havana. 

Yacht Club opening its new out- 
door Patio Barge with big show to- 
night (Wednesday ). 

Jackie Heller quits brother's 
nitery July 18 for a week at Leew’s 
State in New York, 

Carlo Pugliese, who operates a 
downtown restaurant, has taken over 
Riviera, Aspinwall roadhouse. 

Dillon O’Ferris has given up act- 
ing for a post with Pennsylvania- 
Central Airlines in Washington. 

Fox Chapel Playhouse doing ‘Room 
Service’ this week on heels of 
opener, ‘Invitation to a Murder.’ 

Tom Rice, husband of Claire 
Cupps, former dancer, is William 
Penn hotel's new sales manager. 

The Dalton Bradleys here from 
Los Angeles for visit with Mrs. 
Bradley’s sister, Mrs. C. J. Latta 

Harry Seeds’ lad, Marty, and 
FE] ir Wolken were married June 
26 and are honeymooning at the sea- 
shore, 


ean 


Donald Steinfirst, music critic, 
back home after Westporting for 
couple of days with the _ Fritz 
Reiners, 


Memphis 


By Harry Martin 


Dr. Louis Levy reelected president 


of Memphis Symphony orch. 
Oscar Morgan, Par’s southern divi- 
onal sales manager, in town. 
Sloyan. Variety Club stew- 
to Hot Springs for the baths 


T.} 
JONN 


ard. off 


Howard Waugh and Homer Hisey 
home from Warn@r confab in Chi- 
cago. 

Little Theatre’ ummer produc- 
tion of ‘Drunkard’ a smash hit at 
( nia Hal] 

Lou Smith of Columbia’s Holly- 
wood praisery huddling with local 
pre for first time. 

W. A. Scully here to once-over 
Universal’s new streamlined’ = ex- 
change with Frank McCarthy. 

Don Gautier arrived from New 
York for comedy leads in strawhat 
musical season out Overton Park 
Vay. 


Col. Cecil E. Vogel of Loew’s State 
vacationing in Kentucky and Indiana. 


E. Fry of Loew’s Louisville stand- 
ing in. 

Charles G. Morgan succeeding L. H. 
Diite as Civie Theatre prexyv Ross 
Mathews renamed Little Theatre 
herd, his second term. 

Clvde McCoy onened on Peahody’s 
Planiation Roof Friday (28): Ranny 
Week hand pnreemed on Starlite 
Roof at Claridge next day. McCoy 

ce Buddy Rogers; Weeks for Pinky 
Tomlin. 
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OBITUARIES 





BEN TURPIN 


Ben Turpin, 71, film comedian 
with the crossed eyes, died Monday 


legit tragedienne, and who achieved 
a world-wide reputation as a 
signer and builder of bridges, died in 


de- 


fore joining Metro. 
Wanger in 1935, ‘Trail of Lonesome | 
Pine, ‘Shaghai’- and ‘History Is | 
Made at Night’ being his best-known 
pictures. Leaves a widow and a 
son. 
WALTER HELMORE 

Walter Helmore died in Hereford- 

shire, England, June 4. 





He went with [gs 


Lite 


rati 





ANG Convention Battle Seen 

Full-dress battle for control of the 
American Newspaper Guild is a 
cinch to break out at the annual 


,; on the screen as well as the drama 
| instead of restricting himself to the 
| latter only as did Nathan. 

Kaufman also reps London 


and 


(1) in Hollywood of heart disease. Los Angeles June 26. ce wraie many deetehes end seve convention opening next Monday (8) | Australia periodicals in Hollywood. 
Biograpbers and friends always re-| Though he was educated in Cra- 900) times collaborated with novelist in Memphis. Battle lines are clearly | but the coin embargo necessitated 
ret ~ sth ae around six|cow, Poland, his birthplace, and = Parte pepe bet °** drawn between present administra- these new connections. 
years nesenane than he really was. Studied piano under the tutelage of — — ecdiini . tive group and opposition a nae 

al b Myce lle as abil — : ro Pes eae . : . » > lone cr. | ~ 

Turpin wasn’t born cross-eyed., Casimir Hofmann, father of pianist ae _by six of the 12 Internatio al 5th Column Libel Suit 

sh “tye Josef Hofmann. neithe = : Mrs. Minette Brazie, 37, secretary | ecutive Board members. ; 
While playing a Happy Hooligan Josef Hofmann, neither music nor . ' ‘ rs . -| Joseph Curran resident of tt 
‘ole, his right eye s ipped out of line the theatre appealed to him as a of Actors Equity In Los Angeles for Leading fight for the former are: - Us / oir. presi of the 
se coe | ies holdin ; it off career. When his mother made her Past eight years, died there June 23 | Milton Kaufman, executive vice- | « ationa Maritime Union of America, 
~' i er" , an  seapestentaaton first tour of the U. S. he served as 25 result of an accidental gunshot | president; Victor Pasc' >, secretary- | filed sult Saturday (29) in N. Y. su- 
os sr io edie I was "te stored her advance manager when only 15, Wound. treasurer, and Morris Watson, v.p., | Preme court against Walter Winchell 

ery 41 "sion . as S rec i : = al idlia Cl i) ° ~ “ Bete ‘ nal . a % a : 
signed dis ' ‘lity alae improved As a member of the civil engineer ee os all backed by the New York Guild’s | the Daily Mirror, Inc,, Radio Corp 
_ we ge yn di in and boosted ing ie : if Ge m ce W pea a Jack Adams, 49, stagehand and bloc of votes and supported by v.p.s | Of America, National Broadcasting 
—— ie ian od. i an an tre tio ae former big-league bal) player, died | Connelly of Los Angeles, Camozzi | Corp. and Andrew Jergens Co 
—_- rv ecic the “onstruc ° . . ~ 2 ~ . > -} . 
we SEUatY ' ae Stee "hs — pov odie: of June 24 in Hollywood after a long of Seattle and Sullivan of Boston, | seeking damages of $1,000,000 for al- 

ii nit ate ] } . } ~ rr awn ¢ De ne ° eae . H . 4 : 
He was one of the first slapstick Union Pacific bridge, Omaha, one Of | iijness, | Opposition leaders include Harry | leged libel. Libel is claimed to have 


comics on the screen, basing his 
comedy routines around his askew 
eyes. He always was the man who 
did everything wrong. Turpin did 
not score instant success in films, 


his first jobs. Later, he formed his 
own company which built scores of 
spans throughout the U. S. As con- 
sulting engineer, he was associated 
in the building of San Francisco’s 
Trans-Bay Bridge, New York's Man- 


Mother, of George Abbott, 
playwright, producer and director, 
died June 24 at her home in Ham- 
burg, N. Y. Also surviving are her 


me 
io, 


| for the presidency thus far; William 


Martin of Memphis, only nominee 


Farson of Philadelphia, I. L. Kenen 
of Cleveland, Harry Wohl of Chi- 
cago, Julius Klvman of St. Louis and 


occurred in Winchell’s broadcast 
over WJZ June 9, and in the Mirror 
on June 10. 

The plaintiff avers that in the 
Mirror story, under a title of ‘The 


however, and there was an interup- hand -se B. Abbott t Roger Irwin of Toronto. Walter Winchell Column vs. The 
7 , , ‘eer when he hattan Bridge and other famous husband, George B. »bott, another o. se ie a : ; 5. 

tion to his gone —— wad Po og son, Berwell M. Abbott, and a| Kenneth : sgh tes iy eo gar Fifth Column,’ the writer charged 

Went Beck tO) thee Soupne. His widow and three children by | Gaughter, Mrs. Isabel Jurgens, of Ss hepa ; S the plaintiff with being engaged 
Playing an unimportant picture ¥ vin ier HAueren 0} president, is declining reelection for 


job led to Turpin’s success. Intro- 


a first marriage survive. 





Montclair, N. J. 


full term in office which is non- 


in subversive activities, sabotaging 
American vessels, and ‘Fifth Column 


duced to Charles Chaplin, they in- _ js rae lle | salaried. : activities.’ All of this is false, ma- 

stgntly took a liking to each other, PAUL D. CRAVATH Mother, 84, of Florence Auer, legit) Charges of communism in Guild | jicjous and defamatory, plaintia 
- ‘ ° ° . aetrecc , ofter « o < . io — ™ " . vw? 

with Turpin getting his first good job paul D. Cravath, corporation coun- —— a a = ot ——s illnes: leadership, raised by Westbrook | claims. 

with the English comedy star and se] and known in show business as mig “ th 1 a aoe ~~ ae sh oo | Pegler and Editor & Publisher, cut | 

Mack Sennett. He made short president of the Metropolitan Opera “T@ ' * Other daughters, Annette) 4 big figure in the New York local _ 

comedies with Mabel Normand, Ros- Agsn. at the time of his death, also Auer, au. Mrs, Blanche Friedman, elections, but are not expected to do Suspends for the Duration 


Turpin, who was considered hand- 
some in his youth, after a short 
career as a hobo got the yen to 
become an actor. He naturally was 
comical, could do tricks, comedy 
falls and throw his eyes out of line. 


on the Happy Hooligan character, 


has represented several film com- 
panies, died at his Locust Valley, 
L. I., estate Monday (1) shortly after | 
suffering a heart attack. He would 
have been 79 years old on July 14. 
Counsel for many large corpora- 


' lowing the late Otto H. Kahn’s resig- 


| Hollywood June 29. 


of screen writer-playwright, died in 


Mother of Shirley Saling, WBEN 
(Buffalo) singer, died Friday (28) in 
Buffalo. 











board members 
trative staff with inefficiency, 
tics and log-rolling. 
Convention will be first CIO na- 
tional meeting in Tennessee, first 


charging adminis- 
poli- 





coe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle and other Sen- as a partner in the firm of Cravath, | enema so in the national scrap. Fight there ‘Il Messagero (‘The Messenger’), 
nett stars. De Gersdorff, Swaine & Wood, which | Mrs. Howard J. Green, 68, mother | is primarily one made by group of | leading Italian language weekly 


published at New Orleans by Col. 
Paul Montelepre, on Saturday (29) 
in a page one editorial announced 
temporary suspension of the publi- 


| cation for the duration of the wax 
Guild huddle in south. Election of | 


abroad. 





His first vaudeville act was with a tions, including Bethlehem Steel, | . officers is scheduled for Friday (5).; ‘The only interest and the only 
partner, team getting $20 a week.) Westinghouse Electric, International | Peabody hotel will be the scene. emotions which should move all 
Eventually, he wound up with Sam Harvester and J. P. Morgan, Cravath | MARRIAGES ni American citizens are the interest 
T. Jack’s burlesque. Then he hit became head of the Met in 1931, fol- | M. L. Annenberg’s 3 Years and love of this country,’ Col. 


which he played.17 consecutive 
years on the road. Final picture in 
which Turpin appeared was ‘Saps at 
Sea” Hal Roach production in 
which he played a bit role. 


COLGATE BAKER 


He had suffered from paralysis for 
more than a year. 

When the old New York Review, a 
weekly theatrical paper, was founded 


Lesson.’ 
Born in Kobe, Japan, the son of 
Colgate Baker, a tea importer, he 


nation from that post. 
Services are being held from his 


Locust Valley home this afternoon at | 


3. Widow, daughter and three grand- 
| children survive. 
| 


GEORGE HACKATHORNE 


had been in pictures since 1920 after | 


a career as a boy actor and vaude- 
ville trouper. 
His first important screen part was 


bit part in ‘Gone with the Wind.’ 


NICK WHITE 


| side, in Pittsburgh, June 23. 


| June 28 in Los Angeles. 
| > 


|lian T. Abeles. 


Eleanore Hoffman to Jack Kelly 
in La Crosse, Wis... June 25. 
announcer at WKBH, La Crosse. 

Viola Mitchell to George Fearn- 


He’s 


| 
is a concert violinist. 


Francesca Bruning 


Nancy McKenna to William Gay, 
He’s super- | 
visor of announcers at KNX there. 





Bride | arraignment. 
| Chicago Federal court, the blisher | 
to John pD,|Mewsboy, who became a publisher 


‘Maybe my businesses outgréw my 


| bookkeeping’ was the way Moses L. |} 
; Annenberg described his indictment | 
for evasion of income taxes upon his | 


On Monday (1), in| 


j old publisher to three years in prison | 


216.297 in income taxes. An Annen- | 


on his plea of guilty to evading $1,- | 
berg bookkeeper, Joseph E. Hafner, | 


Annenberg has agreed to give the 
Government $9,500,000 in the next) 
seven years in settlement of all tax | 


Montelepre wrote. ‘We believe that 
we are going through extraordinary 
times which require unity of efforts, 
unity of sentiments and unequivocal 
attachment to this land of our birth, 
to this land of our adoption.’ 

He added that decision to bus- 
pend publication of the paper was 


Beaufort, in Brookline, Mass., June and made millions through his vat lin consons ith suc ‘ ee 

Colgate Baker, 68, retired critic George Hackathorne, 44, stage and 9g Bride is legit actress> he’s N. Y,|US ture information bureaus, came | consonence with such sentiments 
{ 4 , . c Saige “Oo. : c oo, . aN. . > lg F ve ‘ -j Yin;ar +h, 
and playwright, died June 25 at the Screen actor, died June 25 in Holly- | grama critic for Christian Science | t® 2 final accounting. Judge James | and a vad looking forward to the 
as coat , | wo or a or A i ” wee _— ’ ilkerson sentence 34-vear-| great interest ; safeguar 
Home for Incurables, Bronx, N.Y. wood after a prolonged illness. He | yonitor. W. Wilkerson sentenced the 64-year- | § erest and safeguard 0 


America.’ 


Get Together Kiddies 
General Hugh Johnson and Wesi- 


: 5s , cama | tne title role in ‘The Li inister’ rances hilit il fas S ic , in ; 
in 1909, he joined the staff as drama ix Dena ~ Aibeseond — oe 0 Pai age d to Ph . - ain ih | was sentenced to five months in | brook Pegler, in their United Feature 
‘ ° re . < rs-LaS y NCW ¥ L > @ 4 > ris } 
critic and remained with the paper | i ties in whi ht ee ee a ee ee eee ee ee ee o, | columns, have frequently had con- 
‘ a thee anh ether eanecities wstil it pictures in which he appeared were | players. Setting bonds of $100,000 and $25,- | gicting opinions, but an unusual or 
+ : . ‘Night Life. in New York,’ ‘Merry- | . tej berg < Hafner, re- | tos ; in " 
ceased publication in 1931. While) Go’Round’ ‘The T WC ‘tal Arnold J. Bernstein to Jeanne | 000 for Annenberg and Hafner, re-| cropped up last Friday in their re- 
sec nace 10- ne Turmoil,’ ‘Capita -y Postlev. : ~arsd: r | spectively ourt gr > ste ; ; } 
‘i working in San Francisco as a re- Punishment, ‘The Sea Urchin’ Mary Postley, at Scarsdale, es Bes spectively, the oours grante 4 a Stay |; spective analyses of the conduct of 
| porter for the Chronicle he married «wandering Fires’ ‘The Lady’ July 1. Groom, son of David Bern-|of execution for 20 days. Case in-| the Republican National Convention 
. . . ' | ‘ oy >, 4 ’ st ry we) ‘ar awe'’s | V arges c rose- | ; 
Frieda Gallick, an actress, for whom | «Fr an Wreckase’ and ‘The Mag | Stein, v.p. and treasurer of Loew’s, volved the — rege vax “ee in Philadelphia. Johnson thought it 
ie Re aa . . 5 € ag- ~ } £ ¥ yy ASSOC: - ritt u- | cul rer 2 oe =} S re j j 
he later wrote a play, ‘Love’s Great nificent Obsession” His last Renal is an attorney, associated with Ju-|cution ever to be held in the U. S.| was a quiet affair; Pegler called it 


in effect, noisy. 
The columns, appearing one unde: 
the other in the syndicate’s New 














— = 


y j j lai sainst hi ine 9 
was educated at Yale University and | claims against him since 1923. 


later attended the United States Mili- 


Nicklous Leiendecker 55, for years 


WB’s Legit 








| York outlet, the World-Telegram 


as | thus had a particularly startling ef- 
| 14 Get News Awards I we a 2 


tary Academy at West Point. Due | 4. trapeze performer with leading Continued from page 3 J} | fect to the reader transferring his 
. . a. "~d rad T oy bf ele i uy 
to poor health he was forced to with- | C!rcuses under the name of Nick 1 otpa. | wo hundred newspapermen, news- | eyes from Pegler, who leads the 
| a. ; . . t] g TO ras > y - ° | e = © oo . 4 
draw from the academy. Subse- | White, died recently in a Denver!ducitions yet presented. Whether reel men and radio newscasters at- | daily’s 


quently he joined the regular army 
and saw active service in various 


hospital of a heart attack. He was 
business agent and publicity director 
of the billposters’ union in Denver, 


daughter, three sisters and a brother. 


| Warners will have as many attrac- | 


next 
| velopments. 


| tions season depends on de- 


columnar page, to Johnson's 
tended three-day National Head-| pillar, immediately underneath 


| liners’ Frolic ending Sunday (30), at; It’s not unusual for the Broadway 


campaigns. Some of his other plays : ; ep | which plaques were awarded 14 for | chatter and gossip columns to con- 
ae omaha 144? which deal connected with the National Western! Firm’s first offering in Septem! ts i ast 1% i ' 
included ‘William Pitt,’ which dealt cio chow and f Tn) Firm's first offering in September | outstanding work during the past 12 | tradict or repeat on each other, but 
t with the life of the British states- | M oc a ran =A “~ two years was | will be ‘Jupiter Laughs,’ an English | months, |not with commentators like the 
man, and ‘Children of France,’ a meting ; AC — Springs, sum- | play by Dr. J. A. Cronin, whic 1; Among winners were M. D. Clofine | above 
| ) eor ee a > , - ae : - * . 
one-acter. \" Su esort near rr er. will have Reginald Denham on the! of News of the Day for ‘Awake —— 
ape urviving are s r r | dir. : ° Se ; : ‘ i 
Surviving are two daughters, Mrs. g are his widow, son,| directional end. London has not America,’ judged best domestic news- Watts’ Itinerary 











Norman McEvers, of Bridgeport, Funeral services and buri T-;yet seen ‘Jupiter,’ which was tried |recl; Arthur Menken of Paramount! Dick Watts shoves off this wee 
Conn., and Mrs. Arthur Babcock of| poe, vices and burial in| out in the provinces. WB's New| News, for filming of British evacua- | from Hollywood ir Mesias Cite to 
New York. | : : oy ton York office, which is casting the tion of Namsos during Norwegian report the presidential er tin 
JESS ADKINS | FRANK HORTON frre Rtg i oot sabd. at far hig daily colteane, ee inser, | July 7, for the N. Y. Herald-Tribune 
\ as Ns | tagh ‘3 ee rrigy Rr Seige I ge P- _ Als S in Interest of | Watts is presently covering the 
t Jess Adkins, 55, joint owner and Frank Horton, 54, legit actor, died pesoragg 4 the pate company will nation’s welfare and defense; Herbert | Coast studios for his sheet. 
i operator of the Cole Bros. circus of a heart attack June 25 when he | Abhatt -. io ci with George iL. Block of NEA, for drawing show-| He plans visiting the Orient 
since 1935, died of a heart attack | “4S taken ill on the street near his | ¢ bolt productions. | ing bolt of Nazi lightning striking an | again. 
June 85 in Heywood Memorial hos- home in Astoria, a ie | That the 1940-41 season may get umbrella; Angus Perkerson of At- | teeiitaie 
pital, Gardner, Mass., shortly after Born in Dublin, Horton came to | underway somewhat earlier than the lanta, Ga. for outstanding Sunday | Advertising for Authors 
the opening of the circus there. Pre- the U.S. in 1915 and appeared in | past several seasons is indicated in | Magazine section; William L. White, Business is so dull with certai: 
viously he had enjoyed good health. such plays as ‘Roads of Destiny,’ other offices. Playwrights Co. is | of CBS, for broadcast last Christmas | play brokers and authors’ agencies 
In partnership with Zack Terrell, | Little Old New York,’ ‘White Cargo’ | casting for ‘A Journey to Jeru-| Eve directly from trenches in Fin-| that they’re scouting and even ad- 
he kept the Cole circus among the and ‘The Crook's Convention.’ salem, also due in September. Ab- land; Westbrook Pegler, for exclu- vertising for clients. 
nation’s top ranking outfits in face| . Funeral services were held under | )°tt at present on the Coast for the | sive domestic news coverage; Wilbur} Dr. Edmond Pauker is typical of 
of bitter opposition from the Ring- the auspices of the Actors Fund and filming of Girls,” may tee off with | Arthur, for outstanding foreign cor- | the international literary reps it 
Mine combine. S€veral years ago the burial took place in St. Johns Ceme- another musical, either a tune ver- respondence; tobert Stevenson of . j 


|; America who, with foreign writers 
| Stalemated by the war, and non- 
| productivity in London, Paris, Ber- 


| lin, Vienna and Budapest, finds him- 


|sion of ‘Much Ado About Nothing,’ 
or ‘Pal Joey,’ a Rodgers and Hart 
| musical from John O'Hara’s book. 

| . Another 


tery, Brooklyn the Waterbury, Conn., Republican, 
for outstanding public service: Clif- 


|ford Day of United Press, for best 


two organizations engaged in a ‘cir- 
cus war’ which grew out of conflict- 
ing route schedules. Situation was 


SOPHIE WITHERS 


adjusted. Mrs Sophie Withers. 90, onctime early musical is ‘The foreign news reporting: Leo Lieb of | self not too active. He’s soliciting 
Among the more notable conflicts stage actress, died at Glendale Cal | Little Dog Laughed,’ slated by! P.M. for best still photo (while with | U. S. writers, known and unknov 
= ~~? - c aa al, ~ ; . - . 7 oa ° - a - 
was one that occurred four years ago | June 29. , *| Eddie Dowling. September, too, is: N. Y. Mirror), and Howard Blakes- | to take up the slack. 
when Adkins and Terrell booked —— |to introduce ‘Hold On to Your) lee, Associated Press science editor, | DIS 





| Hats,’ the Al Jolson musical which | for his work in scientific and medi- | 
} opened in Detroit Sunday (30). Still Cal reporting. 
| other musicals expected in early fall | 
Pans’ are “The Funnies,’ with Ed Wynn; | 
night spots, died in that city Thurs- | ‘New Faces of 1940, the delayed Joe | 
day (27). Cause of death was diag- | r 
nosed as cerebral hemorrhage. 

Body sent to Montgomery, Ala., 
for funeral services. 


their circus into the old Hippodrome, 
N. Y., coincident with the Ringling 
stand at the nearby Madison Square 
Garden. With Clyde Beatty as its 
ace attraction, the Cole outfit wound 
up its stay with a fair gross. Last 
February a $150,000 fire in the win- | 
ter quarters at Rochester, Ind., re- 
sulted in the loss of many valuable 
animals. 

He leaves his widow, Mrs. Theresa 
Adkins; a son, Thomas, and a daugh- 
ter, Patricia. 


THOMAS J. McCORMACK 


Thomas J. McCormack, 31, singer 
in New Orleans’ French Quarter 


BIRTHS 


| Mr. and Mrs, Robert Quigley, 
| daughter, in Hollywood, June 23. 
Father is film director. 

| Mr. and Mrs, Ernst Fegte, daugh- 
| ter, in Hollywood, June 28. Fathe: 


Kaufman's Coast Berths 
f Wolfe Kaufman flew into New 
Cook-Patsy Kelly starrer, and pos-| York from Hollywood last week to 
sibly md perce byrne Pay,’ aj|close two deals with Friday and 
revue which tried out last week in| Newsweek to represent beth on the is ¢ 't dir ‘am 
| White Plains, Mentioned, too, for | Coast. "ier. ood deck Wks Haake, dace 
. sh aie cia ; the first part of the coming season | For Friday, Kaufman, ex-Variety | ter, in Hollywood, June 25. Father 
ALEX: : FF lis a Ziegfeld Follies’ by the Shu- | mugg, will do two features a month. | is on Universal publicity staff. 
Alexander Toluboff, 58, art direc- berts, cast lineup at present being! For Newsweek he will cover pre-| Mr. and Mrs. John J. Brucknet 
tor for Walter Wanger, died July 1 Harry Richman, Bobby Clark and | views, news, etc. Tom Wenning is | son, in Philadelphia June 10. Father 
in Detroit. Previously he had been the Howard Brothers, | the eastern reviewer. John O’Hara’s | is with National Screen Service sales 
la Teentaaes | with Metro, where he handled art on | ‘ : joining of Newsweek, in place of | dept. 
‘. er | major pictures for nine years. ; Everett Lewis sold his song, ‘Ar-| George Jean Nathan (as elsewhere Mr. and Mrs. George Duning 
1 ao e pelena ade of or Toluboff, born in Lublin, Russia, | gentina Tina,’ for use in Universal's | detailed), will round out that de-j| daughter, June 30 in Los Angeles 
at a sien 2 ‘ re hi c ‘ i. ‘. ° ° * ' ° ® ‘ . 1 hd ’ . ot its 
€ n a odjeska, noted’ was an architect and engineer be | ‘Argentine Nights. | partment, as O’Hara will comment | Father is arranger for Kay Kyser. 
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WHAT THEY THINK jico2"s5 On Top of Rain’s Setback, N. Y. Fair 


from the teeoff, building skillfully to 
a begoff. Bad spotting places a.k. 


P , : : ‘Stardust’ here for considerabie let- wl ° 
Robert Milton’s Proposal {right track is a quick backward prea nat oiled eneiaie tee fon ti ai ij Wa S a fl 
New York. | glance at the personal history of ceeding attempt at comedy with ‘All- y D a eC C ew ays 
Fditor, VARIETY: the Robert Milton-John Murray An-| American Gir}, using trick hats, in- 
As you know, the modus operandi | derson Schoo! of the Theatre. Bette | dividual choruses, march-around, 


e Py . 
of the majority of schools devoted | Davis. Paul Muni, Katharine Hep-/ ete. A bit off the cob. 0/ 
io the drama is limited to two lines! burn, Cole Porter and Joan Blondel] | Scream number featuring some Realigning Tariffs for New 10 / ax 
of approach: the first is to assign|are a few of the then-fledglings ]| S0¢cko hide thumping by Carroll /O 
students certain roles, teach them|can recall at this writing. Why | oe doings. at's okay, but too late. | - 2S 
to read their lines, coach them shouldn't history repeat itself? ith considerable rerouteing and 


better selection of n bers, show ; . : 
in the fundamentals of acting, and If you are in accord with my a, 2 gpa now AQUACADE’S $52 000 With rain hurting business feur 
b 


” . could be whipped into a more ef- 
eventually present them with a re- views and recognize the exigency | fective try. Siubholders at this days last week, midway conces- 
TOPS SF. MIDWAY R (0) sionaires at the N. Y. World's Fair 
. . . 


dundant, prettily engraved diploma)of finding and _ developing new | show were rather unresponsive. 

and the school’s dubious blessing. taleni; and keeping in mind my Biz just fair. Burm. =~ 
faced the additional headache jast 
week of realigning their entire <ea- 














They are then left to solve for them- | past achievements as a director of ae 
selves the problem of breaking into! the theatre and motion pictures, I 


ihe theatre without practical experi-' shall indeed be indebted if you can | ; San Francisco, July 2. mission price structure to conform 
Us ence spare some space to my project. | Figures hovered at comfortable’ with the new Defense Tax in five 
The other is to allow students to Robert Milton. | | levels last week at San Francisco crowded days. Amusement  sieff, 
nic hearsals and produc- —-———- | | Fair, general conditions considered. headed by George P. Smith, Jr. ana 
watch the rehearsals an } | iB lly Rose’s Aquacade g “los Frank D. She rorked : 
tions of summer and other theatres, Not an Old Seng lily ose’ Aquacade got close to . an. . § an, worked overtime 
with a fleeting—perhaps sincere London, England. | | $52,000; Folies Bergere collected rene scales for some 40 or mere 
hope that sooner or later the young Editor. Variety: } | $19,500, while the Fair's own ‘Caval- pane raed es _ to be ready Mcn- 
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‘THE LION 





Listen! 


HERE’S a message from M-G-M to you: 
WE’VE vot our coats off and our 
SLEEVES rolled up. 
WE’VE got a job to do and we're meeting it 
WITH everything we've got! 
WE’RE making great entertainments 
AND we're proving that 
NOTHING can stop good pictures! 
LAST week we launched the big musical 
“NEW Moon” (Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy) 
IT’S a box-office sensation everywhere 
AND has electrified every Film Row with 
OPTIMISM! 
ANOTHER sensation just opened is 
“ANDY Hardy Meets Debutante” (with Lewis Stone, 
Mickey Rooney and all the folks plus Judy Garland!) 
YOU will see for yourself that it’s the. 
BEST of the happy Hardy hits and a 
GOLD mine for. these times. pe 


<5 
WE’VE vot more genuinely BIG pictures % — 
FOR release during the summer months! Khe 
AND remember that they follow a | er 


WHOLE year of consistent successes! 
WE want every man and woman 
WHO teads this message to be 
CONFIDENT with us, to place 
FAITH in us. 


4 











PHONE YOUR 
M-G-M BOOKER! 


“NEW MOON” 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Nelson Eddy 


“ANDY HARDY 
MEETS DEBUTANTE” 


Lewis Stone, Mickey 
Rooney, Judy Garland 
» 

Watch for 


“SPORTING BLOOD” 
the Surprise Hit! 


“PRIDE AND PREJUDICE” 


Greer Garson 
Laurence Olivier 


“GOLD RUSH MAISIE” 


Ann Sothern 


a 
“BOOM TOWN” 
Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy, 
ClaudetteColbert, Hedy Lamarr 


‘| LOVE YOU AGAIN” 


William Powell, Myrna Loy 


“BUSMAN’S 
HONEYMOON” 


Robert Montgomery 




















WE have made our plans for next season on the basis of optimism that it 


will be one of the greatest years in show business. 
MEANWHILE the Lion is ROARING right now 


AND it’s a comforting sound that means 


SECURITY! STRENGTH! POWER! FRIENDLINESS! 














